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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The present volume explains itself. It consists of a 
newspaper index, arranged so as to form a series of 
annals of the Northern Highlands during the first quarter 
of the nineteenth oentuiy. I! circumstances permit, the 
compiler will endeavour to follow it up with similar 
volumes for subsequent years. The practice of giving 
extracts from the newspapers of the past century is not 
uncommon, but has seldom been full and systematic. The 
present series has been prepared in chronological order^ 
and illustrates a district which has its natural centre at 
Inverness, and possesses a character and individuality of 
its own. The volume will in any case be a help in the 
search of newspaper files, which is often undertaken with 
only the vaguest due. 

Inverness, August 1903. 



ERRATA. 

Page 2. — There are two mistakes in dates in the first entry in 
James Snter's Memorahilia. The first election of Charles Grant 
for the County of Inverness was in 1802, not 1800 ; and he retired 
in 1818, not 1819. It may he said that a contemporary writer is 
liahle to make mistakes in dates unless he is careful to verify his 
recollections. 

Page 12, Feh. 12,—" Pampler" should he ** Ramhler." 
Page 23, June 16, second entry. — In this paragraph the 
question is asked, What was meant by the Island ? From subse- 

Juent entries it seems clear this was the name given to the present 
slands, and that the market was held somewhere near the eastern 
island, on the river bank. 

Page 77, Nov. 4.—" Community " should be " Commonty." 
Page 168, line 33.— For " Logan " read "Lyon." 
Page 237, February 26.— "William Brodie appointed Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ross-shire should be " Lord-Lieutenant of Nairn- 
shire." 
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In the year 1801 the first Parliamentary cenafus 
was taken in Great Britain. The total 
population of Scotland was returned in 
that year as 1,608,420. In 1821 the 
population had risen to 2,091,521, and in 1901 the 
returns show a total of 4,472,103. This gives, in 
spite of copious emigration, an increase of nearly three- 
fold in a hundred years. How has it fared in the 
same period with the five (nominally six) Northern 
Counties, Inverness, Nairn, Ross and Cromarty, Suther- 
land, and Caithness? In the district formed by these 
counties the total population in 1801 was 183,038, and 
twenty years later, 221,012; while in 1901 it stood at 
231,155. We are thus 48,117 better than a hundred 
years ago, and 10,143 better than eighty years ago. 
Compared with the rise in general population, the increase 
in the Northern Highlands is trifling, but some persons 
will be surprised 1;o find that any increase at all has taken 
place. The following table of comparative figures may be 
given: — 

Counties. 1801. 

Inverness 72,672 

Nairnshire 8,322 

Ross and Cromarty... 56,318 

Sutherland 23,117 

Caithness 22,609 



1821. 


inoi. 


89,961 


90,104 


9,268 


9,291 


68,762 


76,450 


23,840 


21,440 


29,181 


33,870 



183,038 221,012 231,166 

Generally speaking, there was an increase in tlie popula- 
tion of the district until the middle of the past centuiy. 
The highest figures in all the counties except Nairnshire 
are to be found in the twenty years between 1841 and 
1861. Another tabular statement will show the year in 
which each county touched its highest limit : — 

Year. County. l*opulation. 

1841 Inyeme6&4hire 97,799 

1861 Ross-shire 82,707 

1861 Sutherland 26,793 

1861 Caithness 41,111 

1881 Nairnshire 10,466 
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Thus the County of Inverness readied its highest point 
in 1841, when the population stood at 97,799. It was at 
its lowest in 1861 and 1871, when the numbers were a 
little over 88,000. For the last three decades the returns 
have been rather above 90,000, but showing 350 more in 
the first than in the last of the three. The County oi 
Ross, however, has steadily fallen from 82,707 in the 
middle of the nineteenth century, to 76,450 in the first 
year of the twentieth. Sutherland has fallen from 
25,793 in 1851 to 21,440 in 1901 ; Caithness from 41,111 
in 1861 to 33,870 in 1901 ; Nairnshire from 10,455 in 1881 
to 9291 in 1901. Though special causes, such as the 
extension of sheep farms at one period and latterly the 
growth of deer forests, have certainly operated to restrict 
and reduce population, there is no doubt that more general 
causes have had considerable effect The chief decrease 
has occurred since the country began to be opened up by 
railways. During the same period the whole world has 
been opened up, and its remotest comers have become 
accessible; and the Highlands have freely contributed a 
proportion of their sons and daughters not only to 
industrial centres in the South of Scotland and in England, 
but to the colonisation of Enghsh-speaking lands. The 
Education Act of 1872 haa accelerated the migration of 
young people, and the Crofters Act has not stopped the 
movement ; indeed, there are observers who think that it 
has helped it forward by giving the tenants in possession 
a hold of the soil, and making it their interest to check 
squatting and sub-division. For our present purpose, 
however, it is only necessary to note that the population 
of the district is, as has been said, 48,000 higher than in 
1801, and 10,000 higher than in 1821. The distribution 
is, of course, very different now from what it was then ; 
there are more people in the towns and fewer in the rural 
districts. 

As to the town of Inverness itself, the earlier returns 
did not discriminate between burgh and parish. In 1801 
the total population of both was 8732; in 1821 it was 
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12,264; and in 1901 it had risen to 27,046. As far as 
can be made out, the popiQatian of the town proper was 
in 1801 about 5500, and in 1821 about 8500; these figures, 
however, to be taken as including more than the Royal 
burgh. In 1901 the population of the town, embracing 
the portion which was beyond the municipal boundary, 
was 23,066. The boundaries were extended as this 
volume was passing through the press, and now include 
the total just given, or a little more. Thus the population 
of town and parish together has increased more than three 
times during the century; the town itself has increased 
more than four times. 

The period whidi this volume covers was the great era 
of road-making in the Northern EEighlands, and also 
witnessed the construction of the Caledonian Canal. 
Confining our attention meantime to roads, it may be said 
generally that to the north of Inverness and the west of 
the Great Glen, there were at the beginning of the 
nineteenth century no proper roads, except one along the 
East Coast to Wick, which was satisfactory in parts, and 
in parts rough and imperfect, and several well-constructed 
lines in the Peninsula of the Black Isle, lying between the 
Moray and Cromarty Firths. Two roads had been made 
to the west, but, as will afterwards appear, they were 
practically useless for wheeled vehicles. Lord Cockbum, 
in his Memorials, says : — ** Those who are bom to modem 
travelling can scarcely be made to understand how the 
previous ages got on. The state of the roads may be 
judged of from two or three facts. There was no bridge 
over the Tay at Bunkeld, or over the Spey at Fochabers, 
or over the Findhom at Forres. Nothing but wretched 
ferries, pierless, let to poor cottars, who rowed or pushed or 
hauled a crazy boat across, or more commonly got their 
wives to do if He says that he rode circuits himself when 
he was Advocate-Depute between 1807 and 1810. There 
were no bridges from Inverness northwards across the 
large rivers, although some of the smaller streams had 
been spanned. The brid^ at Brora, in Sutherland, is 
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specially mentioned by Pennant. In the Central High- 
lands the military roads begun by General Wade and 
carried on long after his time, afforded convenient means 
of communicatian ^ but they were formed on military 
rather than commercial plans, and many of them were so 
roughly constructed, so liable to get damaged by floods 
and the fall of debris, that they were difficult to keep in 
repair. The Survey of the Province of Moray, published 
in 1798, gives a list of roads, which is too long to be quoted 
in full, but may be summarised. Hie writer treats the 
post road running parallel to the Moray Firth, as the 
basis of all the other roads, and we follow his arrangement 
as follows: — 

Main road from Inverness to Edinburgh, by way of 
Elgin, Fochabers, Banff, Aberdeen, Forfar, Perth, and 
Queensferry, 236 miles. 

First Branch. — ^BVom Inverness by way of Fort- 
Augustus to Edinbui^h, 161 miles. It is noted that 
there was a road to Fort-Augustus (32 miles) on each side 
of Loch-Ness, but the southern only was passable for 
wheeled vehicles. From Fort-Augustus the road went 
over Conyarrick, and by way of Garvamore, Dalwhinnie, 
Dalnacardoch, and Dunkeld, to Perth. The distance 
from Inverness to Perth by this route was 126 miles, but 
the road over Corryarrick was very steep. A branch led 
from Fort- Augustus to Fort-William, 29 miles, making the 
length of road between Inverness and Fort-William 61 
miles. There was also a road from Fort-Augustus to 
Bemera, in Glenelg, on the West Coast, 43 miles; but 
Telford, in his report a few years later, says that only "the 
vestiges " of this road remained. This is the route which 
Dr Johnson and Boswell travelled in 1773, when they 
found military parties working on the road. 

Second Branch. — ^This road led from Inverness by way 
of Dalmagarry (Moyhall) to Aviemore and Dalwhinnie, 
and thence by the road before-mentioined to Perth and 
Edinburgh, a distance of 155 miles. 

Third Branch. — ^This road broke off five miles fron^ 
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Fort-George, going by way of Dulsie Bridge to Grantown, 
Tominioal, Braemar, Glenshee, and Blairgowrie, thence 
by Coupar-Angus to Perth. Distance between Inverness 
and Edinburgh, 167 miles. It is stated that a new road 
had been lately formed direct from Dulsie Bridge to 
Aviemore by one stage of 18 miles. This was the most 
direct road from Forres through Badenoch to Edinburgh. 

Fourth Branch. — This brandi struok off from the main 
road at Fochahers, conducted up the River Spey. At 
Rothes it was joined by a road from Elgin. Thence it 
proceeded to Aberlour and Grantown, from which the 
journey could be continued either by Aviemore or 
Tomintoul. There was also a road from Aberlour 
through Glenrinnes and Glenlivat to Tomintoul. 

Fifth Branch. — ^This road also sel^ off from Fochabers 
to Edinburgh, going by way of Keith, Huntly, Boat of 
Alford, Kincardine O' Neil, across the Grampians to 
Fettercaim, and so to Brechin, where it joined the main 
road. The distance from Inverness to Edinburgh was 
205 miles, lliere was a connecting road from Huntly to 
Aberdeen. 

Sixth Branch. — ^This branch left the " great road " at 
Stonehaven, and proceeded by way of Dundee. This 
road was " the course of the poet,^ and the distance from 
Inverness to Edinburgh was about 172 miles; but the 
crossing of the firths at Dundee and Kinghom made it 
undesirable for ordinary travellers. 

The writer of the chapter adds the following com- 
ments : — '* The shortest road from Inverness to Edinburgh, 
through Badenoch, is greatly superior to any of the 
others, in the complete repair in which it is always kept, 
in the satisfactory accommodation of almost every 
necessary bridge, and in the ingenuity and care with which 
the acclivities are in general avoided. The snow, how- 
ever, in winter is often so embarrassing that it is but litUe 
frequented during that season; the inns, of course, are 
then but poorly provided; the shivering traveller is 
^received in a room oomfcNrtless and cold, and most of th^ 
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artides in the bill are charged one-third higher, on the 
pretence of the distant land carriage, than in the taverns 
along the Coast. The other roads are not always in so 
good repair as with little care and skill might be attained, 
and little or no ingenuity has been exerted in avoiding 
the acclivities." 

It will be observed that the list of roads given above 
applies only to the coTmmini cations of Inverness with the 
East and South. To make his work complete, the writer 
describes the continuation of the post road from Inverness 
to the extremity of the island at Houna, where the 
Fentland Firth was crossed to the Orkney Islands. The 
route lay by Beauly, Dingwall, Tain, and the Meikle Ferry 
to Dornoch, thence to Gblspie, Helmsdale, and Wick. The 
journey could be shortened by taking the ferries to and 
from the Black Isle. He mentions that at Dunbeath a 
branch set off ''through the causeway mire" to Thurso. 
He also complains of the " very considerable revenue " 
exacted from t^he traveller by the proprietors of ferries, 
" above what is requisite for the support and navigation 
of the boats." 

From the particulars given above, it appears that 
previous to 1800 the Central Highlands were well sup- 
plied with roads, though many of them were not of a kind 
suitable to modem times. If we take a wider survey, we 
find that the whole system of Highland roads, central and 
northern, with the partial exception of the highway along 
the Coast, was the work of about a hundred years, 
beginning with the operations of Greneral Wade in 1725. 
Up till his time the roads in the glens were mostly cattle 
tracks, broadened by use as traffic increased, and in part 
enclosed by turf dykes. Burt describee certain native 
roads as " so rough and rocky that no wheel ever turned 
upon them since the formation of this globe" ; but perhaps 
the rockiness, as a general characteristic, is exaggerated. 
Dr Alexander Boss, Inverness, who has examined the 
remains of some of the old cattle tracks, says that they 
gave the guiding lines to General Wade's system. They 
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had often a broad margin, where cattle got a bite of grass 
in summer as they moved along. A specimen of these 
roads is to be seen in the neighbourhood of Inverness, 
going over the Leachkin. "The space between the 
bounding dykes is so considerable that squatters settle on 
the margin and build houses." (See paper in the 
fourteenth volimie of the Transactions of the Inverness 
Gaelic Society.) During the eighteenth century the great 
lines of militaxy road were constructed in the Central 
Highlands, converging at Inverness. The late Sir 
Kenneth Mackenzie of Gairloch, in two valuable papers, 
which appear in the fifth volume of the Transactions of the 
Inverness Field Club, describes these roads, and says that 
the system attained its fullest development about 1784. 
The total extent of military roads was about 1100 miles. 
In 1814 the last ci them were transferred to the care of 
the Commissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges; but 
by that time the extent under maintenance had fallen to 
530 miles. Only one military road was ever made in 
Ross-shire, running from Contin, near Strathpeffer, to 
Poolewe. Sir Kenneth says he was told by a relative 
how Lady Seaforth, on her way to the Lews, attempted to 
take her coach over this road with disastrous results. It 
got as far as Loch-Achanaidt, about fifteen miles from 
Contin, but was then so wrecked that it was not worth 
taking back to Brahan. " Certainly," says Sir Kenneth, 
"at the beginoing of this [the nineteenth] century, the 
road was not used for wheels, and I doubt whether the 
traffic between the East and West Coasts was ever carried 
over it otherwise than by pack-horses." He mentions as 
a singular fact that in the police books of the County of 
Ross no reference is ever made to the military parties 
working on this road, though from 1770 onwards the statute 
labour upon it was regularly arranged for. 

There was a succession of distinguished travellers to 
the North of Scotland in the latter half of the eighteenth 
century. Bishop Forbes, who travelled to John O'Groats 
in 1762, left his wife at Inverness, as he was afraid of the 
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Ros&fihire roads, but he repented his caution, as he says 
he " found the roads, though only natural, extremely good." 
The Bishop went by way of Ardersier and Fortroee 
through the Black Isle, travelling in a post-chaise. He 
was able to use the conveyance as far as Tain, and then 
took to horseback. Pennant, who followed the same 
route in 1769, says that after leaving Dingwall he rode 
" along a very good road cut on the side of a hill, with the 
country very well cultivated above and below." He 
mentions that he crossed the water of Brora, in Suther- 
land, by a handsome bridge of a single arch. He had 
to ford the River Helmsdale, but he ascended the Ord 
Hill, that " vast promontory," as he calls it, " on a good 
road winding up its steep sides, and impending in many 
parts over the sea." His precursor. Bishop Forbes, 
gives a graphic description of the ascent of this road. He 
says that he " rode up every inch of it, a thing rarely done 
by any persons," though his companions, gentlemen and 
servants, walked every foot of it, a good long mile. '' Its 
steepness," he says, "and being all along on the very 
brink of a precipice, are the only difficulties; for other- 
wise it is one oi the finest roads in the world, being so 
broad that in most {daces two coaches might pass one 
another, and then of fine, hard channel naturally, which 
no storm can make an impression on so as to break it. 
But then so very steep it is, particularly at entering upon 
it, that no machine can be drawn up it by any cattle what- 
soever, tmless it be empty ; and even then there must be 
some sturdy fellows at the back of it, pushing it forward 
to assist the horses; for if they are allowed to make the 
least stop, backward they must tumble by the very 
declivity of the place." The same pleasant traveller gives 
a description of the *'Causeway-mire " road to Tliurso, 
which diverged to the left in the neighbourhood of 
LatheronwheeL The landlord of the inn told him that 
this was a piece of ground that few gentlemen in Caithness 
would venture on, except under the conduct of a man 
familiar with it. "Accordingly," the Bishop proceeds. 
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''he [ihe landlord] got one John Sutherland for us, a 
sturdy, stout fellow, with whom we set out at foiir o'clock, 
and who performed his part very well over the Causey- 
mire, one continued piece of mossy ground for about two 
miles at least, full of sloughs and quagmires, directly across 
the road to Thurso; but why it is called by such a name I 
could not conceive, as the smallest vestige of a causeway 
we could not discover in the whole. However, at Thurso 
they told me that a causeway had been there of old, but 
it had simk down out of sight by the ruins of time." Two 
of the party sHpped off through their horses bogging in the 
mire. " The only way,*' says the Bishop, " of crossing in 
these narrow sloughs is to make the horses go speedily 
over; for if they make the least halt, or too leisurely a 
step, down they must sink." 

In the year 1773, Dr Samuel Johnson and Boswell 
travelled in a post-chaise as far as Inverness, and thence 
rode to the West Coast by way of Fort-Augustus and Glen- 
moriston. " We were now," says Dr Johnson, in his Tour, 
** to bid farewell to the luxury of travelling, and to enter 
upon a country upon which perhaps no wheel has ever 
rolled. We could indeed have used our post-chaise one 
d^y longer along the military road to Fort-Augustus, but 
we could have hired no horses beyond Inverness." On 
the way from Fort-Augustus to Glenelg the travellers 
entertained a partjy of soldiers who were working at the 
road. For some reason this road was allowed rapidly to 
fall into decay. Sir Kenneth Mackenzie mentions that 
it was on the list of military roads as late as 1799, but 
that Colonel Anstruther stated a few years later that, 
though it had been on the list, ** it had never existed as a 
road, nor had it been ordered to be inserted in any 
estimate." Sir Kenneth points out that this was a 
mistake, and that from 1770 to 1784 the road had been 
named in all the detailed estimates laid before Parliament 
He thinks Uiat Colonel Anstruther's investigations had 
probably not gone back beyond the year 1790, when 
military labour was dispensed with. The Parliamentary 
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estimates for 1770 include a sum "for bxiilding an inn on 
the line of road from Fort-Augustus to Bemera, there 
being no house in fifty miles of said line." This was the 
inn at which Johnson and Boswell put up. The neglect 
into which the road had fallen is succinctly disclosed by 
Telford, who says in 1802, that " there are jtist the vestiges 
remaining of what was once a military road to Bemera, 
opposite the back of the Isle of Skye." This road to 
Glenelg, and the road from Contin to PocAewe, seem to 
have been the only two " made " roads which crossed the 
Highland mainland to the West Coast, and they were 
obviously very imperfect and unfit for wheeled traffia A 
road to Ullapool had been formed in 1792, but it was so 
badly constructed that it soon fell into decay, and had to 
be reconstructed by Telford. 

Mention may be made of an Atlas of Scotland, 
published by authority of Parliament in 1776. It is 
entitled "Taylor and Skinner's Survey and Maps of the 
Roads of North Britain or Scotland," and is inscribed to 
John, Ihike of Ai^le, Commander of his Majesty's Forces 
in North Britain. In a note the publishers say : — " We 
shall only observe that the military roads are kept in the 
best repair; and so much has been done of late years 
to the other roads by the attention of the nobility 
and gentry that travelling is made thereby in- 
credibly easy, expeditious, and commodious; and such 
a spirit of improvement prevails throughout Scot- 
land that we may venture to say a few years 
will complete all the public roads in that part of 
the United Kingdom. There are good inns on all the 
roads, with post-chaises and horses at every stage as far 
north as Inverness, by Aberdeen." It will be observed 
that Inverness is the limit. The maps show the East 
Coast road winding along the shore to Wick, John 
O'Groats, and Thurso; also the military roads of the 
Central Highlands and the road from Fort-Augustus to 
Glenelg. It likewise shows the roads of the Black Isle, 
and one turning west from Dingwall, and going towards 
Contin. North of Inverness the Coast road is brokep 
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by the ferries of Beauly, Conon, Meikle Ferry, and Little 
Ferry. The condition of affairs which we have thus 
described is practically the same as Telford found it to be 
in his survey and report of 1802. He speaks as if the 
general road connections of the country terminated at 
Tain. He emphasises the lack of bridges not only on the 
Northern rivers, but on the Spey at Fochabers and the 
Tay at Dunkeld Summing up, it may be said that in 
the beginning of the nineteenth century, Inverness was the 
natural limit of traffic or travelling by wheeled vehicles. 
A conveyance might go as far as Tain, but horses were 
difficult to be obtained. The *' natural roads," or cattle 
tracks, were better than we might nowadays imagine, but 
only for their own purposes or for foot passengers. The 
military roads in the Central and Southern Highlands had 
served their day, and were insufficient. There was a 
clamant necessity for a new and extensive system of roads 
if the Highlands were to be incorporated with the rest of 
the country. 

The Act for making Roads and Bridges in the High- 
lands and for constructing the Caledonian Canal was 
passed in 1803, and the work was promptly begun, under 
the general superintendence of the famous engineer, Mr 
Telford, who appointed qualified assistants. For years 
thereafter the work went on, giving the Highlands in the 
end the splendid system of communication which they have 
since enjoyed. It is easy to understand what the mere 
expenditiu^ of money meant to a large and impoverished 
district Among the objects aimed at were the opening 
up of intercourse, the promoting of fisheries, and the 
stoppage of emigration. The making of new roads 
through the central Highlands and the west and north con- 
tinued until 1821, the construction of the Canal proceed- 
ing during the same period Every year saw steady 
progress. Mr Telford began with the building of the 
bridges over the Tay at Dunkeld and over the Spey at 
Fochabers, the latter not directly under the Commissioners, 
but assisted by the Treasury, and apparently superin- 
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tended by iiieir engineer. The bridge near Forres, over 
the Findhorn (which was carried away by the flood of 
1829), was undertaken by local effort, but Mr Telford seems 
to have been consulted. '* The whole expenditure on new 
roads and bridges," says the late Mr Joseph Mitchell, C.E., 
" amounted to £540,000, of which £267,000 was furnished 
by the Government, the difference being contributed by 
the counties and individuals. This sum was expended on 
875 miles of roads, and on several large bridges noli 
included in the road contracts, the average over all amount- 
ing to a cost of about £400 a mile." From other souroes 
we learn that the counties contributed to the above sum 
£214,000, and individual proprietors, £60,000. Harbours 
and feny piers were also constructed, half the cost pro- 
vided by balances remaining from the forfeited estates, and 
half by individual contributions, the total coming to 
£110,000. 

The progress of improvement can be traced in the files 
of Inverness newspapers from the year 1807. We see 
about the erection of bridges at Beaidy, at Conon, at 
Contin, at Bonar, about the construction of the Mound, in 
Sutherland, and the completion of roads to the east, west, 
and south. The roads in the central Highlands follow in 
many places a new line, and were, of course, much better 
formed than the old military roads. In November 1807, 
we read that " the total number of roads now formed and 
forming in the Highlands amount to forty," and the same 
issue notices the erection of a pier al; Broadford, Skye, 
through the exertions of Lord Macdonald. At length, in 
April 1818, we are informed that "from Edinburgh to 
Inverness, and from Inverness to John O'Groat's House, it 
is now possible to travel without crossing a ferry or fording 
a river, or even encountering a descent where the necessity 
of using a drag-chain is required." It is right to note 
that the proprietors gave willing contributions i;o the 
extension of roads. For instance, we read in 1809 that 
the road to Glenelg had been contracted for as far as 
Aonach, in Glenmoriston, being constructed to this point 
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by the aid oi assessments, but beyond it by means of 
private subscriptions. The list of these subscriptions was 
headed by Lord Macdonald with £1000, and followed by 
Lord Seaforth with £500, Macleod of Macleod with £400, 
Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh with £300, and others with 
contributions of from £100 to £200. It may be added 
that the system of roads in Sutherland was completed in 
the north and west of the county about the year 1830, at 
the expense of the house of Sutherland. 

Along with the work of road-making oame improve- 
ment in mail and travelling accommodation. In 1800 
the mails were carried to Inverness by post-horses three 
times a-week from Aberdeen. The time at which a daily 
mail coach was established between Aberdeen and Inver- 
ness is sometimes given as 1809 or 1810. The newspaper 
file, however, gives the exact date as 5tjh April 1811, the 
fares for the journey being — ^Inside, £3 13s 6d; outside, 
£2 9s. The late Mr A. P. Hay, postmaster at Inverness, 
says that a two-horse poet was all that was provided at 
fiiBt, but it was soon followed by a four-in-hand. The 
time taken to transmit a letter from London to Inverness 
was, he says, six days. Meantime communication, more 
or less regular, had been established by the central road 
to Edinburgh. Mr James Suter notes that the first 
attempt to start a regular ooach to Perth was made in 
1806, but it was soon discontinued. In 1809 we find the 
"Duchess of Gordon Inverness Coach" running three 
times a^-week in summer and twice arweek in winter. Mr 
Hay says that for some time its expenses were supplemented 
from the Corporation funds. Until Uie roads were weU 
advanced, the mails north of Inverness were conveyed by 
a man and pony to Tain, and thence by poet-runner. In 
March 1808 there is an advertisement of the first carrier 
going beyond Dingwall. His name was Donald Boss, and 
he was to travel as far as Tain. In June 1809 a 
" diligence," as it was called, began to run from Inverness 
to Tain by way of Beauly and Dingwall. The same issue 
that records this step mentions the following instance of 
the rapidity with which a parson might now Ixavel in the 
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HighlandB. ''Mr Gknrdoa of Carrol, a few days ago, left 
Edinburgh per the Inverness coach, and reached his house 
in Sutherland, a distance of 215 miles, in forty-seven hours 
and arhalf." In September 1818 a proposal was made to 
start a mail diligence to Widk and Thurso, the local 
authorities at Inverness, Bonar, and Helmsdale allowing 
it to pass their bridges toll free, and the counties of Boss 
and Sutherland each subscribing £200 to assist the move- 
menif. The coach started in the following July (1819), 
being timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., to arrive at Wide 
at half-past seven on the following morning, and at lliurso 
at half-past eleven. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay on 
the Highlands, published in 1826, says that horses were 
brought from Edinburgh, and stables and inns erected by 
Lord Stafford at very considerable expense. ''By one 
common bond of intercourse," he adds, '*the two most 
distant parts of the island, the one situated at the 
extremity oi the English Channel, the other in the latitude 
of John O'Groat's House, were thus joined together, at a 
distance of 1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be 
said, is there a parallel of so rapid a diange." To us (rf 
the twentieth century, the change only mariu a small step 
of progress; but to men of that generation it seemed an 
extraordinary advance. Dr Alexander Boss, however, in 
the paper formerly mentioned, notes that even after the 
roads were available and stage ooaches running, the county 
families did notj always avail themselves of the puUic 
conveyances, but continued posting with the same horses 
all the way to London. " While lo(ddng," he says, " over a 
wonderful collection of old carriages in the coach-house of 
the late Sir George Dunbar, with great C springs and 
rumble behind, I remember remarking to the old coach- 
man that these carriages were worthy of being put into 
a museum. He re^^ed, ' Many's the time I have driven 
them to London all the way.' On expressing my astonish- 
ment that they should have been so recently in use, he 
said, ' Ah, sir, these were the fine old times. We used 
to leave here about the end of October and reach London 
in about two months, travelling each day about thiriy 
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miles, and staying ten days or a fortnight in Edinburgh 
to dine with the lawyers and settle oar law pleas. When 
we got near London we would meet other families also 
going in, and the young folks woidd have rare times. We 
left London about the beginning of April, and took a 
similar time to reach home. Of oourse/ he said, ' we often 
had to rest the horses and get them shod, and such events 
lost us a day now and then.'" I>r Boss observes that 
these were the picturesque days of travelling, when men 
took time to look at the country and to know the peojde. 

The work of constructing the Caledonian Canal greatly 
assisted in opening up the Highlands and in distributing 
money during a trying period. For nearly twenty years 
the Canal employed large relays of workmen, many of 
them day labourers, many skilled masons and carpenters 
from the counties of Nairn and Moray. Exclusive of 
payment for land and for damage (which came in the end 
to £48,000), the estimated cost of construction was 
£474,531. This sum, however, was greatly exceeded. 
When the waterway was opened in 1822, the cost had 
reached £884,000, and subsequent operations, completed in 
1847 or a little later, brought the total up to £1,300,000.* 

* The following figures, taken frotai the official reports on 
the Oanal, have been kindly supplied : — 

Outlay on Calsdonian Canal from Ootobeb 1806 till 
Mat 1822. 

1. Management and Travelling Ezpensee 

2. Timber and Carriage thereof 

3. Machinery, Oast-iran Work, Tooib, Ao. 

4. Qnarries and Masonry 

5. Slipping '.. 

6. Hoises and other Buildings 

7. Labour and Workmanship—Daywork ... 

8. Do. do.. Measure Work 

9. Purchase of Land and Payments on ac- 

count of Damages 

10. Purchase and Hire ci Horses and Pro- 

render 

11. Licidental Expenses 

12. Boad-making 

Balance at credit, Messrs Hoare's a/o... 
Total 



£28,013 1 2} 
68,013 9 11 

117,836 7 m 

190,946 12 Of 
10,794 2 3i 
4,283 18 3| 
30,886 2 11 

377,349 1 2i 


47,683 2 


8i 


2,966 
1,872 13 
4,026 19 


2 
8 
8* 


£884,169 12 
987 16 


}' 


.£885,147 7 


^ 
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The difficulties presented by the loose gravel of the bed, 
and the enormous rise in wages and prices during the 
Continental war, account for the increase in expenditure. 
Labourers who were paid from Is 6d to Is 8d per day in 
1803, received in 1814 from 2s 4d to 2s 6d, and skilled 
wprkmen shared in the advance, though in somewhat 
smaller proportion. The price of timber was doubled, and 
in the case of native fir, more than doubled in the same 
period. The native fir and birch came largely from 
Lochiel's forest and from Glenmoriston, and was reported 
by Telford to be particularly hard and sound, more durable 
in vessels and wheeling planks than Baltic timber at double 
the expense. The dressing stone was obtained at the 
east end from BedcasUe, but at the west end had to be 
transported from the Cumbraes; rubble was got at the 
one end from Clachnaharry and at the other from the 
north shore of LochieL The work excited interest as a 
national undertaking, though grumblings were naturally 
heard about the expenditure. At length, in 1818, naviga- 
tion was allowed during summer on the Loch-Ness side, 
but was closed in November as a precaution against floods. 
In June 1820 a steamboat was placed on the route by Mr 
Henry BeU, to ply between Inverness and Fort- Augustus, 
and in October 1822 the Canal was opened from sea to sea, 
amidst general jubilation. The member for the County 
(the Bight Hon. Charles Grant) and his father, with a party 
of gentlemen from town and county, travelled by the 
steamer on her first through voyage. There was a grand 

Mr Charles Grant, M.P., said, at the opening; of Uie Canal, 
that the total labour and workmanship from October 1803 till 
May 1822 whb £645,987 98 Ojd. 

The Canal expenditw^ up till 1848 was £1,306,032 ds 5d, 
less £5,906 17s 9d in bank at 1st May of that year.— 

Total £1,306,032 3 6 

Less 6,906 17 9 

Net total £1,300,126 17 9 

It was ori^nally intended to have raised Loch-Ness 6^ feet, 
but it was finished 2 feet short of this. (See Walker ana 
Burgess* Report, June 1847). 
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diiiner at Fort- William to celebrate the niemorable 
occasion. The financial returns from the Canal have 
proved disappointing, but it has helped to make the High- 
lands accessible, and has made a beautiful route familiar 
to travellers from aU parts of tjie world. During the time 
of its construction, the expenditure mitigated the poverty 
which might otherwise have proved serious in its effects. 

Our period saw dianges as great in the conveyance by 
sea as by land and canal. Mr James Suter mentions that 
in 18Q4 smacks began to ply regularly between Inverness 
and London, for the first seven years going once in three 
weeks, and afterwards once in ten days. The smadLS 
called at Cromarty, and latterly seem to have started from 
that place. The time taken depended on the winds. The 
voyage seems sometimes to have lasted from ten to fourteen 
days. Mr Joseph Mitchell says he made the passage in 
a smack from Aberdeen in six days. Occasionally the 
voyage was much more expeditious. In February 1815, 
for instance, we are told that the Inverness Packet arrived 
at Buighead from Gravesend in the short space of seventy 
hours, having outstripped the mail by thirty-four hours. 
Steam navigation sprang up while the Canal was in 
progress, and the waterway, as we have seen, was utilised 
even before it was fully opened. The first steam vessel, the 
Comet, was placed on the Clyde by Henry Bell in 1812, 
and in the next ten years the new system of navigation 
came into general use. In December 1820, Sir Hugh 
Lmes of Lochalsh made arrangements for the running of 
a steamboat between Glasgow and Kyleakin once a-week. 
It is recorded that she made her first voyage in 35 hours 
and 50 minutes, and the return voyage in 40 hours and 
16 minutes, the latter in spite of heavy gales. In May 
1821 a steamer was launched at Dumbarton to complete 
the connection with Inverness by way of Aberdeen. Thus 
almost at the same time the Highlands came into posses- 
sion of a complete system of roads, of steam service by sea, 
and of the advantages of communication by the Caledonian 
Conal. 
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The rural economy of the Highlands underwent a vital 
change during the period tinder oonsideratioin. The 
abolition of heritable jurisdidians after ijhe rising ot 1745 
changed the whole constitution of Highland society. 
Though it was absolutely necessary to take away the feudal 
powers which the chiefs possessed, the measure, from an 
economic point of view, had unfortunate effects. It was 
inevitable that under the new circumstances a commercial 
system should take the place of the patriardial, but the 
change was too sudden and revcdutionaiy. It must not, 
however, be forgotten that the occupancy of land in the 
Highlands at the time was essentially on an imsound 
basis. Tacksmen related in blood to the chief held con- 
siderable tracts at low rents, and sub-let to the body of 
the people, whose payments helped to support the middle- 
men in comfort. Cottars, with still smaller patches of 
soil, added to the numbers of the population. The time 
had now come when the presence of a large body of men 
was no longer necessary to support the dignity <^ a chief, 
and as proprietor his thoughts turned to the improvement 
of his rent-roll. The tacksmen resented the increased 
demands made upon them, and began to emigrate. 
During this state of friction farmers from the Southern 
counties came to the Highlands and offered large sums for 
land as sheep walks. The process began on the Glengarry 
estates in 1782, and went rapidly forward. Mr Fraser- 
Mackintoeh says that in 1768 the rental of the Olengarry 
estates was only a little over £700, and in 1802 it had 
risen so enormously that it exceeded £5000. There was 
a large emigration from Knoydart in 1786, and another 
even larger in 1802. In the latter year three vessels 
sailed from Fort-William to Quebec, carrying with them 
hundreds of Highlanders, who were a great loss to the 
old country, but who enriched the land to which they 
went. In 1792 sheep-farming had spread to such an extent 
in the counties of Ross and Sutherland that it led to 
serious riots, the people attempting to drive the sheep 
away. This, however, did not stop the movement. T)ie 
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authorities were strong, and the people, who were peaceful 
at heart, submitted, but with passionate protestations, 
which still evoke profound sympa^y. In 1817 the Sheep 
and Wod Fair was established at Inverness. Up till 
this time and afterwards, in spite of eviction and emigra- 
tion, the population continued to increase. It was 
stimulated, no doubt, by the growth of the kelp industry 
on the western seaboard and islands, which gave employ- 
ment to many people, but which broke down just about 
the end of our period, and brought in a new element of 
distress. It must also be remembered that there were 
wide districts which were never cleared, and in which the 
old imperfect system< of agriculture was gradually sup^ 
planted by newer methods. It was during the first 
quarter of the century that a real beginning was made 
with the improvement of cultivation. 

There is a survey of the County of Inverness prepared 
for the Board oi Agriculture in 1808 by Bev. Dr James 
Robertson, minister of Callander, in Perthshire, which 
contains many interesting particulars. Dr Robertson 
deplores and condemns the depopulation of districts caused 
by the extension of sheep-farming. He also lets us see 
what the old system was like. He thinks there was too 
great a gulf between the tacksmen and the small tenants. 
He says that the culture of ttie potato, which fifty years 
before was almost unknown except in the gardens of the 
wealthy, had spread untQ it had become universal. He 
observes that one-half of the inhabitants of SootjLand lived 
mainly on potatoes during eight or nine months in the 
year, and that the proportion so sustained was higher in 
the Highlands than in the rest of the country. The 
possibility of the crop failing did not strike him, aa indeed 
at that time there was nothing to foreshadow such 
disaster. He states that the lower dass of Highlanders 
lived in greater comfort and plenty than in any former 
generation. There was no necessity to bleed cattle in 
bad seasons to supplement the " pittance of meal." The 
housing of the great majority of the people was, however, 
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as bad generally as it still remaana in some of the outer 
islands. The dwellings of the better dasB — ^the small 
minority — ^were comfortable, but all the rest were of the 
meet miserable description. ''The huts of the Indians 
bordering on the Lakes of St Lawrence," says Dr Robert- 
son, ''cannot be worse in point of structure and 
accommodation/' A communicatioin to a newspaper just 
beyond our present period supplies some curious par- 
ticulars. The writer assumes the population of an 
ordinary Highland parish to be about 2000, and he says 
that three fourths, or more nearly four-fifths, lived in black 
huts. He thinks there may be 500 huts in sudi a parish 
and 500 outhouses, making a total of 1000; and he puts 
the cost of erection at £12 a-piece, making a total value 
of £12,000. Improvement, however, was at work. The 
Highland Society of Scotland did much for agriculture by 
the oHer of premiums, and local Farming Societies were 
established to promote the movement. On the part c^ 
the proprietors the difficulty of providing satisfactory 
houses and steadings for small holdings no doubt helped 
to bring about the enlargement of farms and the decrease 
oi population. 

Without attempting to describe the general condition 
of Highland agriculture in the olden time, concerning 
which much has been written elsewhere, it may be interest- 
ing to give a few further gleanings from Dr Bobertscm's 
survey. He speaks more than once of the niimber €i 
horses kept by the small tenants before the introduction 
of sheep farming. These horses were allowed to roam 
the moors at large, and sent down in annual droves to the 
Lowlands for sale. They were of a poor kind, and in Dr 
Robertson's opinion not remunerative. "There is," he 
says, "no species of bestial more useless or expensive 
than an idle horse. In Glenmoriston alone, a district of 
no great extent, a gentleman of veracity told me there had 
been 900 horses until very lately. In a fine meadow of 
a well-cultivated part of the country I reckoned six small 
horses grazing upon one farm." Dr Robertson describes 
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the method of ferrying the cattle from Skye across the 
Boimd at Kylerhea. The animals were forced to swim. 
'' For this purpose the drovers purchased ropes, which are 
cut at the length of three feet, having a noose at one end. 
This noose is put round the under-jaw of every oow, taking 
care to leave the tongue free. The reason given for 
leaving the tongue loose is that the animal may be able 
to keep the salt water from going do¥m its throat in such 
a quantity as to fill all the cavities in the body, which 
would prevent the action of the lungs ; for every beast is 
found dead, and said to be drowned at the landing-place, 
to which this mark of attention has not been paid." Each 
cow was tied to the tail of the cow before, forming a string 
of six or eight; and a man in the stem held the rope of 
the foremost oow. The most favourable passage was at 
high water, and very few beasts were lost. It is said 
that from 5000 to 8000 cattle were taken across in this 
fashion in course of the year. Dr Robertson condemns 
the practice of casting turf for fuel or for thatching, which 
spoilt the pasture ground. Ploughmakers and cart- 
wrights had only recently setUed in the low and central 
parts of the county. The late proprietor of Cantray was 
the first to introduce a thrashing mill driven by horses, 
having imported the machinery and tradesmen from Leith. 
The number of sheep in Invemes&shire in 1808 was 
reckoned at^ 60,000, having doubled in ten years. '' The 
old indigenous sheep, which are small, fine-wocdled, and 
altogether white, are still very numerous. The Linton 
breed, or those with bla<^ legs and faces, are the most 
prevalent. 8todLS of Cheviot sheep are gaining ground, 
because their wool is mudi finer, and their carcase equally 
large with the Linton breed." At that time there was no 
regular deer forest in the county, except at Lochiel, though 
** there are straggling deer to be met with in almost 
every part of the mountainous districts."* Dr Robertson 

* The late Mr Macpherson, in his book on ''Church and 
Social Life in the Highlands/' gives exti-acte respecting the 
old deer forests from a paper written by Captain Lochlan Mac- 
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speaks very highly of the moral and law-abiding character 
of the people. '' Single individuals travel unarmed, in aU 
directions, through the Highlands, with thousands of 
pounds in their pockets, to purchase cattle, without dread 
or annoyance." Finally, we may quote the following 
passage relating to home industries: — 

'* The domestic manufactm-e of this county is very consider- 
able, because ui>wards of sixty thousand of the inhabitants, 
out of a population of seventy-four thousand, inay be said to 
be clothed oy their home-spun and home-wrought stuffs of 
various kinds, excepting bonnets, han<9i:erchiefs, and a few 
more articles for female, or Sunday's attire. 

"The housewives, and their daughters, and servant-maids, 
are more industrious than one cou'd suppose, in a country 
where the pastoral habits and employments still continue so 
much to prevail. Their cloths are woven by the countiv 
weavers, and dressed by the dryers in the neig^hbourhood. 
Their tartans and plaids are universally admired for fineness 
of fabric, brilliafficy of colours, and the taste displayed in the 
variety of setts or patterns. This display of ingenuity and 
industry, is by no means confined to the common people. 
Many oi the ladies of fortune tmderstand the art of dyeing 
to great perfection, not only with respect to the more easy 
and cheap colours, out even as to the more delicate and vivid 
kinds, which they often execute full as Uvely and pennaneutly 
as the most skilful and experienced dryers in the great towns. 
To enumerate all the instances of these thrifty habits wou!d 
be endless. I shall mention only one or two, as a specimen 
of the rest. At a gentleman's house in Lochaber, I saw two 
heartlirugs of the most beautiful mixed cokyurs; one dozen 
of chair-covers woven, and another dozen sewed by a stitch 
cadled vigo (well-known to ladies), having five different sliades 
of green, four <»f red, three of purple, a black ground, with a 
yellow and white edging; all spim, and dyed, and sewed in 
the house. The whole drawing-room furniture, sopha and 
chair-covers, was of the same kind; sixteen carpets, of 
different patterns. The bed and table linen was countless : 
as also the blankets, which, in warmth and fabric, were equal, 
and in fineness, superior, to those sold in the great towns, 

pherson, '' Old Biallid," who died* in 1858. He says that at 
one time the deer forests possessed by the Earls of Huntiy 
commenced at Ben Avon, in Banffshire, and terminated at Ben- 
Nevis, near Fort- William, a distance of seventy miles, with- 
out a break except for tlie estate of RothiemurchuSj about two 
miles in breadth. '* No alteration took place until after the 
Rising of 1746, when the whole forests were let as grazings, 
except Gaiok, which the Duke of Gordon continued ss a deer 
forest until about the year 1788, when it was let as a sheep 
walk, and continued so until 1826, when the late Duke of 
Gordon (then Marquis of Huntiy) re-established it." (See also 
pages 48 and 49 of this volume.) 
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under the name of being imported tirdm the South. Shawls 
and gowna of twisted worsted, andl tartans of the most lively 
colours, beantifnlly diversified, and various other articles, all 
spun and dyed in the family, under the inspection, aoia by 
direction of Mrs Cameron of Fassfem. In the opposite side 
of the county. Mrs Macpherson, at Mains of Ardersier, near 
YoTtrQeorze, oesides man^ other articles ol industry, which 
it might be thot^t tedious to enumerate in detail, sends 
every year to the bleaching between three and four hundred 
vards of linen, spun in her own house, from the flax raised by 
her husband." 

It is curious to aote that while the syBtem of sheep-farming 
was extending, much alarm and lamentation were caused 
by the constant stream of emigration. One of the objects 
of the construction of the Caledonian Canal was to stop 
this movement. Mr Telford, in bis report of 1802, says 
that about three thousand persons had left our shores in 
the previous year, and he was informed that three times 
that number were preparing to leave in course of the 
year in which he was writing. The men who were going 
were not without resources. " The very high price of 
black cattle," says Mr Telford, " has facilitated the means 
of emigration, as it has furnished the old farmers with a 
portion of capital which enables them to transport their 
famiUes beyond the Atlantic.'' At the present day a 
passage to Canada ixc the States is an easy thing. At 
that time, however, the passage occupied from six weeks 
to two months, and was often accomplished in vessels ill- 
equipped with water and provisioDs. The tale is one on 
which no one cares to dwell. 

There is a sentence in Lord Cockbum's Memorials 
which describes the wariike atmosphere of a protracted 
period. Of the peace of 1814 he says: — " Old men, but 
especially those in whose memories the American War 
ran into the French one, had only a dim recollection of 
what peace was; and middle-aged men knew it now for 
the first time." Even then there was still the final con- 
flict to come with Napoleon, before the battle of Waterloo 
put an end to the dash of arms. During the wars the 
Highland r^ments were winning those laurels which 
h^ve made their niunes f famous. For home defence thero 
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were Fendble regimentB, some Volunteers, regular 
militia, and latterly the Local Militia, instituted in 1808 
and suspended in 1816. The Fencible regiments formed 
a home force in Scotland, raised by recruiting instead of 
by ballot, but the last of them were disbanded early in 
the nineteenth century. The Local Militia gathered into 
its ranks the greater part of the young manhood of the 
country, drawn by ballot between the ages of eighteen 
and thirty, each county being obliged to furnish a force 
of the kind six times as large as the regular militia quota. 
It is not surprising that with constant war abroad and 
periodical warlike training at home, the military spirit 
was dominant. In the newspapers of the time there are 
frequent references to the Local Militia. The Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat was Colonel of the Ist Inver- 
ness-shire regiment and Glengarry of the second; and 
authority was given to Highland battalions to wear the 
Highland dress as their uniform. Apparently this 
permission was granted on the application of Glengarry, 
who, wbatever his faults, , cherished an enthusiastic pride 
in the Highland name. 

The practice of illicit distillation became exceedingly 
prevalent during the period with which we are dealing. 
About the year 1814 two causes operated to increase the 
practice to an enormous degree. The first was the pass- 
ing of an Act which prohibited the use of stills of less 
capacity than 500 gallons, a measure which served as a 
complete interdict to legal distilling in the Highlands. 
The second and more permanent cause was the distress 
which set in after 1815, owing to the fall in agricultural 
prices at the close of the war. Matters then became so 
serious that the county authorities petitioned Gbvemment 
to legalise the use of small stills. This was conceded in 
1816, stills of 40 gallons oapocity being allowed, and the 
duty reduced. But the new Act was surrounded by so 
many restrictions that the distdlleries whidi were estab- 
lished failed to become successful The legal distiller 
was obliged to make his wash of a specific strength, and 
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to pay duty on a specific quantity of spirita, whether he 
was able to extract the required amount or not In 
point of fact^ he was required to produce one-fourth or 
one-fifth more than the smuggler, and so it was true that 
smuggled whisky was at that time better in quality than 
the whisky legally distilled. It was not until 1823 that 
a new Act was passed which conceded more liberal regu- 
lations, and allowed distiUers to warehouse spirits without 
payment of duty. Accordingiy, the year 1823 saw both 
the climax in smuggling and the turn in the tide. 

When smuggluig was at its height the whole Highland 
district was involved in it, from east to west and from 
north to south. Bands of men carried the product of 
their stills through the glens on ponies, and often resisted 
the officers of the law. The military had to be called in 
to help the Excise. The late Mr Joseph Mitchell 
mentions that one morning when, as a young man, he was 
driving up Glenmoriston before breakfast, he met twenty- 
five Highland ponies tied to each other, carrying two kegs 
of whisky apiece, and attended by ten or twelve men 
armed with bludgeons. They looked at Mr Mitchell with 
suspicioa, but at length one of them said to his oompanion, 
'' You need not mind ; it is the son of Mitchell, the man 
of the high roads" (his father being superintendent under 
Telford), and they treated him to a dram. During the 
same period quantities of wines and foreign spirits were 
smuggled in from Holland. Under date of December 
1821, the *" Courier" contains an account of s strange case 
which was tried at a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness, 
llie shoremaster had been accommodating enough to bury 
in his garden eighteen kegs of gin which the skipper of a 
smack had picked up at sea, and moreover, to ensure 
concealment, had planted cabbages over the spot. The 
kegs having been discovered, the culprits were prosecuted, 
but they pleaded that the gin was flotsam, that the 
statute allowed them twenty-four hours to give notice to 
the Excise, and that the officers had made their seizure 
before the expiry of this period of grace. The Court 
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aotaally accepted the plea, and the defenders had the 
audacity to give notice that they intended to raise an 
action against the Excise officers for illegal detention of 
the vessel It is not likely that the action ever came off. 

Naturally there were great complaints as to the 
demoralising character of smuggling. The community 
was infected with it from top to hottom. Fanners found 
a market and obtained a better price for their grain 
through the illicit traffic; landowners secured higher 
rents ; the people generally obtained cheaper whisky. At 
a Justice of Peace Court at Inverness in 1823, no fewer 
than 400 persons from the districts of the Aird, Strath- 
glass, and Urquhart were fined for illicit distillation or 
for selling spirits without a licence. In the same year 
there were 14,000 detections in the Highlands for breaches 
of the Excise laws. The Act of that year helped to 
improve matters, assisted by the spread of education and 
the influence of the clergy. But much was likewise due 
to the increased activity and determination of the Excise, 
and the enforcement of high penalties. The Justices had 
been in the habit of imposing fines much below the mini- 
mum authorised by law. At the time of the passing of 
the new Act, however, the authorities resolutely de- 
manded that the minimum of £20 should be imposed, 
otherwise six months' imprisonment. The Justices de- 
murred, and some of them talked of resigning. They 
were not aware of the resources of the Department. In 
a prosecution in Banffshire, when the Justices proved 
obstinate, the Excise transferred the cases to the Court 
of Exchequer, which subjected the offenders to penalties 
varying from £100 to £500 a-piece. This seems to have 
broken down the opposition, and the enforcement of stiff 
penalties by local Justices proved a deterrent to the 
smugglers. In 1834 the number of detections had fallen 
to 692. 

The Church of Scotland at this time held almost un- 
disputed sway in the Highlands, except for the Catholic 
and Episcopalian sections of the population. There wa»s 
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very little dissent of any other kind; only a few small 
congregations founded under special circumstances. The 
Church was earnest in its work, both in the religious and 
educational fields. The people out of their poverty con- 
tributed freely to such objects as were brought before 
them. For instance, there was a Northern Missionary 
Society founded in 1800, which raised in twenty-two 
years about £3000 for missionary purposes, and had by 
no meajis at that date come to an end of its career. In 
1823 a sum of £50,000 was granted by Grovemment for 
providing additional places of worship in the Highlands 
and Islands. By the erection of churches and manses 
this sum made provision for over forty additional mini- 
sters, whose services were appreciated in the wide rural 
parishes. In the matter of education the Gaelio«peaking 
population was very badrward. But there was constant 
effort for improvement. In 1811 a Gaelic School Society 
was established in Edinburgh; in 1818 a Society for the 
education of the poor was formed at Inverness. In a 
report which the latter Society issued in 1825, it is cal^ 
ciliated that in the Hebrides and other western parts of 
Inverness and Koss, 70 persons in the hundred could not 
read; in the mainland parts of the Northern Highlands, 
40 in the hundred. According to the same report, there 
was in the western district only one copy of the Bible for 
every eight persons above the age of eight years, and in 
other districts only one copy for three persons. In 1825 
the General Assembly appointed a Committee for the 
purpose of increasing the means of education and religious 
instruction. From this step great benefit accrued. The 
Bible Societies also gave valuable assistance in providing 
Gaelic Bibles. 

There are several names that frequently occur in the 
annals of the Highlands in the early part of the century. 
The two Charles Grants, father and son, exercised in suc- 
cession great influence as members of FarUament from 
1802 imtil 1835. Other distinguished persons took a 
leading part in the social life of the country, either as 
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residents or occasional visitorB. The Northern Meeting 
then, as now, was the culminating point of the Highland 
season. The famous Lady Jane, Duchess of Gotdon, was 
a prominent patron of this assembly, supported by her 
son, the Marquis of Huntly, and by one or other of those 
daughters who had made such brilliant marriages. The 
Duchess delighted to spend the autumn at Kinrara, enjoy- 
ing a simple Arcadian life after the toils of London society. 
Miss Elizabeth Grant of Bothiemurchus, afterwards Mrs 
Smith of Baltiboys, describes the unpretending accommo- 
dation and the frank enjoyment of hostess and visitors. 
" Half the London world of fashion, all the clever people 
that could be hunted out from all parts, all the north 
country, all the neighbourhood from far and near, with- 
out regard to wealth or station, and all the kith and kin 
of both Gordons and Maxwells, flocked to this encamp- 
ment in the wilderness during the fine autumns to enjoy 
the free life, the pure air, and the wit and fun the Duchess 
brought with her to the mountains." Mrs Smith also says 
that Lord Huntly was the life of social gatherings. ** He 
was young, gay, handsome, fond of lus mother, and often 
with her; and so general a favourite that all the people 
seemed to wake up when he came amongst them." The 
Duchess died in London in April 1812, and her remains 
were brought North by her son, and interred in a 
sequestered spot chosen by herself not far from Elinrara 
House. The Marquis was the last d his line. He 
married in 1813 Elizabeth Brodie, daughter of Brodie of 
Amhall, but without issue. In 1827, on the death of 
his father, he succeeded to the dukedom, and to an 
encumbered property. Before his death in 1836 he had 
to part with Lochaber and a portion of his Badenoch 
estates. The late Dr Carruthers, in his Highland Note- 
book, gives the following interesting reminiscences of the 
closing days of the " gay and gallant Marquis " after he 
had become Duke of Gordon : — 

" There certainly never was a bettor chairman of a festive 
party. He could not make ^ set speech ; and on one occa- 
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aioQ when Lord Liverpool asked him to move or second an 
address at the opening of a session of Farjyuuncnt, he aaiiy 
replied thait he would undertake to please all their lorddiips 
if they adjourned to the City of. Lonaon Tavern, but he oomd 
not undertake to do the same in the House oc Lords. He 
excelled in short, unpremeditated addresses^ which were 
always lively and to the point. We heard him once on an 
occasion which would have been a melancholv one in any 
other hands. He had been compelled to seU the greater 
part of his property in the district of B«uienoch, to lessen the 
pressure of his difficulties, and emancipate himself, in some 
measure, from legal trustees. The gentlemen of the district 
resolved, before parting with their noble landlord, to invite 
him to a public dinner in Kingussie. A piece oi plate, or 
some other mark of regard), would perhaps have been more 
apropos, and less painful in its associations: but the dinner 
was eiven and received. Champagne flowea like water; the 
Highlanders were in the full costume of the mountains, and 
great excitement prevailed. When the Duke stood' iip, his 
tall, graceful form slightly stooping with age, and his giey 
hairs shading his smooth, bald forehead, with a general's 
broad riband across his breast, the thunders of applause were 
like a warring cataract or mountain tonent in m)od. Tears 
sparkled in hia eyes, and he broke out with a hasty acknow- 
ledgment of the honoui*s paid to him ; he alluded to the time 
when he roamed their niUs in jrouth. gathering recruits 
aip^ng their mountains for the service or his country — to the 
strong attachment which his departed mother entertained for 
every cottage and family amone them — ^and to liis own 
fiffeotion for the Highlands, which he said was as firm and 
lasting aa the Bock of Cairngorm, which he was still proud 
to possess. The latter wes a statement of faot: in the sale 
of the property the Duke had stipulated for retaining that 
wild mountain range called tlie Gaimgorm Bocks. l%e effect 
of this short and reeling speedi— so powerful is the language 
of nature and genuine emotion — ^was as strong as the most 
finished osration could produce." 

On the death of the nobleman who figures in this pathetic 
scene, the entailed estates — still a splendid patrimony — 
went to the Duke of Richmond, the grandson of Duchess 
Jane by her eldest daughter. The ancient title was 
revived in 1876, and the present venerable peer holds the 
honours of Duke of Bichmond and Garden. 

There were other three great proprietors who oocupied 
a prominent place, and who experienced their share of 
htunan troables. The last Earl of Seaforth was a man of 
marked ability, whose mental endowments triumphed over 
the defects of deafness and imperfect speedi. But he 
lived during a lavish period, and he was, at least for a 
time, a member of the extravagant circle which gathered 
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round the Prince Regent. He was also involved in West 
Indian plantations which proved unprofitable. So his 
property became embarrassed, and part of it had to be 
sold. His four sons predeceased him, the last two dying 
in 1813 and 1814; and Lord Seaforth himself, broken in 
heart, passed away in the beginning of 1815, leaving the 
estates that remained to a widowed daughter. The Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat^ the last surviving son of the 
famous Lord Simon, was a careful and attentive business 
man, who managed his affairs with credit and success. He 
was proud of his Highland descent, and assisted the Duke 
of Montrose in getting rid of the law which pro- 
hibited the wearing of the Highland dress. But in his 
case also his sons, five in all, predeceased him. The 
eldest son, the last of the family, represented the County 
of Inverness in Parliament from 1796 until 1802. By 
his death the deed of entail came into operation which 
secured the succession to the Strichen branch of the 
family. The Hon. Archibald Fraser died in the same 
year as Lord Seaforth, 1815, but at an interval of eleven 
months. The third of these oonspicuous proprietors was 
Maodonell of Glengarry, who sucoeeded to a fine inheri- 
tance, and squandered it away. His ambition was to be 
a Highland Chief of the olden time, so far as that oould 
be attained under modem conditions. Glengarry moved 
about with a body of retainers, which constituted his ''tail." 
He was always eager for a leading place among his con- 
temporaries. Though he possessed talent said many 
kindly qualities, his overbearing temper led him repeat- 
edly into difficulties, and his careless expenditure far 
exceeded his income. The estates were de&pLj involved 
before his death in 1828, and after his time they passed 
from the family. Many other Highland families, who 
were less prominent before the world, transmitted their 
estates unimpaired to their sucoessora 

To come to the town of Inverness. A public-spirited 
Ptovost^ William Inglis of Kingsmills, died in 1801. He 
was a merchant and banker, and is characterised by Mr 
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James Suter as the most useful Magistrate the town ever 
possessed tOl that date, "the founder of its finest build- 
ings, and some of its most valuable institutioDS, and for 
thirty jeais the chief promoter of its improvements." 
Among the most influential men who succeeded him were 
Mr Gilzean, Mr Grant of Bught, and Dr Robertson of 
Aultnaskiadi. Mr Gilzean was a pluralist, being sheriff, 
coUector of customs, and distributor of stamps, and yet 
able to hold office as Provost. He is said to have left a 
fortune of from £50,000 to £60,000, which was a large sum 
for those days, especially in a town like Inverness. Mr 
Grant has been described as a '' kindly man of dignified 
manners,'* who promoted social intercourse, and was 
personally popular. Dr Robertson seems to have been 
the ablest and most public-spirited of the three, but as 
time went on he became identified with the party which 
resisted the demand for reform, and so lost some of his 
popularity. A curious incident in the history of the 
burgh was the suspension of its *' set " or constitution, 
which took place in 1818, and lasted for several years. 
According to the constitution. Councillors and Magistrates 
were to be residenters, " and actually trafficking merchants 
or maltmen." Objection was taken that one Councillor 
and two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants nor 
maltmen. The Corporation pleaded usage, but rather 
than incur the expense of appearing before the Court of 
Session in Edinburgh, they allowed judgment to go 
against them. Those who defended the practice which 
had crept into existence contended that the objection was 
an attempt to narrow the constitution of the burgh ; that 
to confine the qualifications to the classes specifically 
mentioned was a retrograde step. There was obvious 
truth in this view, but doubtless there were personal feeL 
ings at the bottom of the quarrel, and a desire to over« 
throw what was regarded by the objectors as a local 
autocracy. The Court of Session cUsapproved of the 
appHoation, though they felt bound to give effect to the 
technical objection. He Section of a member of Parlif^ 
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ment far the Burghs was in the hands of the Town 
Councils, which practically meant the Provosts, and the 
selection really rested alternately wilh the Provost of 
Inverness and the Ptovost of Forres. It is not surprising 
that these gentlemen were loth to relinquish a privilege 
which conferred upon them both influence and patronage. 
When Robert Grant, a younger son of Charles Grant, got 
notice to quit from the representation before the Reform 
Act of 1832, it was generally believed that a question of 
local patronage was as much the cause of his dismissal as 
the divei^enoe of his political views from thoee of the local 
magnates of the day. 

In the early part of the centuiy the town consisted of 
little more than the streets which now form its centre — 
High Street, Bridge Street, Church Street, Castle Street, 
and New Street (or Academy Street), with a humble off- 
shoot at East Gate. In Home's map of 1774 the west 
side consists of a few blocks of building going as far down 
as about the present Greig Street Bridge. There was 
then a wide open space occupied chiefly by what is called 
the Red Yard, and after that a few more houses about 
the Green of Muirtown. An old channel of the river — 
but not the main channel — appears at the Abban. There 
is a road shown running across the mouth of this channel 
and down to Kessock, the only road to Kessock in those 
days. Behind the road, marking the old channel, are the 
words, ** Stones called Bowbridge'' ; and behind this again 
an open space bearing the words on the map, "a salt 
water lake called the Nabon." Hie land running part ci 
the way alongside consists of endooures called Dalnabon, 
and the road to Beauly is traced between Dalnabon and 
high-water mark. The Centenarian says that in his boy- 
hood, say about 1765, there were only fifteen '' smokes'' 
and eight small windows, with the exception of Phopachy 
House, between the Blue House and Kessock Ferry. 
Improvement had set in before the end of the dghteenth 
century, due in no small measure, as the writer of the 
Qld St(itistical Account sa^, to the ^at influx of mone^ 
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frcMn the East and West Indies, and to the establishment 
of factories. The Northern Meeting Booms were erected 
in 1790; the Boyal Academy and the Jail and Coiuir 
House in Bridge Street, in 1791. In 1796 the principal 
streets were levelled and paved, and Glachnacudain — ^the 
Stone of the Tubs — ^was removed from the centre of High 
Street to a place under the Cross. In 1798 the Chapel 
of Ease, now the U.F. Ea^ Churdi, was built. In 1800 
the Castle Hill was enclosed bj a wall; in 1803 the 
Northern Infirmary was erected, and the same year the 
lands of Merkinch were feued. In 1808 the Wooden 
Bridge was erected, and next year an embankment was 
formed between that point and Douglas Bow. In 1812 
the Head of Church Street was widened, and Geddes's 
building was erected, apparently the fine block opposite 
the Exchange. In 1813 the embankment of the town 
lands at the Longman was comfdeted, and in 1815 the 
Thombush Pier was built and the Harbour deepened. 
These particulars are given in James Suter's Memora- 
bilia. 

The old stone bridge (destroyed by the flood of 1849) 
was a fine feature in the town, described by Telford as 
the handsomest old bridge in Great Britain. The remains 
of the old Castle are shown in a picture of 1820, but they 
disappeared during the next few years, the stones probably 
forming a quarry for other buildings. The Centenarian 
says that the roads north and south of the bridge were 
carried out under the direction of Provost Bobertson, 
who also widened the west end of Bridge Street at his own 
expense, removing the turnpike stairs in front and setting 
back his property. The work appears to have been 
carried out in the winter of 1816 and 1817, during a period 
of severe distress in the town. A contemporary notice 
says that ''elegant and commodious roads have been 
made on both banks of the river, and extensive footpaths 
have been formed, which certainly add much to the 
comfort and to the health of the inhabitants.'' Part of 
these improvements was the Ladies' Walk on the river- 
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bank, which derived its name from the fact that it was 
made at the expense of some generous ladies. In the 
winter of 1817 the walk was injured by a flood, and some 
person or persons who had made a bet on the result of 
the burgh Parliamentary election and won it, api^ed the 
prooeeds to the repair of the path. Telford Street was 
built for the accommodation of engineers and superin* 
tendents during the construction of the Canal. In 1818 
a new line of road was constmcted from this street to the 
town. " The present entrance in that direction," we are 
informed, *' passes through all the fllth of the Green of 
Muirtown, which is by far the most disagreeable and 
irregular aooess to the town ; the new entrance will pass 
directly from the line of elegant buildings in Telford 
Street through the field on the north of the hovels on the 
Green, by WeUs*s Foundry, to the fine embankment 
lately built on the west side of the river." The land was 
given free of charge by Mr Duff of Muirtown; and it is 
stated that few persons had done more than this gentle- 
man for the improvement of the neighbourhood. There 
were, as has been said, factories in the town for tanning, 
thread-making, bleaching, dyeing, and making cloth, but 
they were not permanently successful. The fuel mostly 
used was peat and wood; coal only by the well-to-do 
classes. Mr Joseph Mitchell, who was bom in 1803, and 
passed his boyhood in the town, says that some of the 
houses were of considerable size, with turnpikes and pepper 
boxes outside; but Petty Street, the Maggot, and the 
west side of the river consisted mainly of huts. A stream 
of water ran across Church Street from Sdiool Lane, and 
was turned into a drain in 1818. 

In the year 1800, Dr John Leyden passed through the 
town of Inverness during the tour of whidi the Journal 
has recently been published. He says that he " beheld 
indeed very little that is not to be seen in eveiy town"; 
also that ''it contains some elegant buildings, but no 
regular streets or squares of neat houses." This negative 
account shows at least that there was nothing to call forth 
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the travellers' special aoimadversion. " Many of the 
houses," he adds, ''are of considerable antiquity, and have 
the arms of some Highland chieftain sculptured on a large 
slab inserted in the wall, from having been the town 
houses of these chieftains in feudal times." Leyden 
climbed Craig-Fhadrick, and continues — " The finest view 
of Inverness is from the eminence above Muirtown as you 
ascend Graig-Fhadrick, one of the eminences of that ridge 
which conceals the Fraser coimtry, or Aird. Here the 
Apparent regularity of the arrangement and elegance of 
the structures greatly exceeds reality." Ihe entry is 
dated at Nairn, September 11th, and Leyden's apprecia- 
tion may have been chilled by the mists which led him, 
as he says, to abandon his proposed journey to Ross-shire. 
Dt Macculloch, whose Tour was published in 1824, and 
who was not given to enthusiasm, is much more apprecia- 
tive. He waxes eloquent in describing the beauty of 
the situation, and calls Inverness itself " a dean town and 
a good-looking town," adding that *' it possesses the best 
and the dvilest and cheapest inns in Scotland." We may 
fairly say that at the beginning of the nineteenth century 
the town was not behind other county towns in Scotland, 
and had advantages over many of them, due to its position 
and surroundings. Since then, in outward appearance 
and in the character of its buildings, it has kept pace with 
any community in the land. Indeed, it has been rebuilt 
to such an extent that, in spite of its ancient history, 
Inverness as it stands is essentially modem. It only 
remains for its people to maintain the enterprise which 
their fathers in their day exhibited, and thus to keep up 
the march of improvement which so far has not failed. 
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No. I. 

IS changes that have occurred 
in the North of Scotland dur- 
ing the century which has just 
closed will be understood in 
some detail by those who fol- 
low the chronicle now begun. 
It is our hope to be able to proceed with 
the annals of the North, so as to form an 
index to the principal events of the century 
in tiie Hi^lands. This work cannot be com- 
pleted without occasional breaks, but it will 
be kept in view and carried out as circmn- 
stances permit. A bare index, though useful, 
would be comparatively dull, and we therefore 
give in most instances ^ort paragraphs, 
including some not important in themselves, 
but interesting as illustrating the life or habits 
of the period. 

For the first six and a-half years of the 
century, we have been obliged to fall back 
on the late Mr James Suter's Memorabilia, 
which consist of short notes of events of public 
interest. From the 7th of August 1807, we 
have the guidance of the "Inverness Journal," 
and shall follow its files until the foundation 
of the "Courier" in 1817. Our file of the 
''Journal" is not absolutely complete, but 
some of the missing numbers have already 
been placed at our disposal, and the other 
few bknks may be filled. The publisher of 
the ''Journal,'' Mr J<^n Toung, printer and 
bookseller, issued several works in Gaelic and 
English, including a handsome edition of 
Maopherson's Ossian. "Mr Toung is said to 
have conducted the 'Journal' himself for a 
little t-«me, but early in its career the editorial 
diair was taken by David Carey, a native of 
Arbroath, who discnarged the duties for nearly 
hre years. Carey was an author of consider- 
able versatility and ability—^ poet, novelist, 
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and SQOoessful pamphleteer. While in Inver- 
ness he published a volume of poems, printed 
by Mr Toong, 'Qraig-Phadrick/ Ac. : Inver- 
ness, 1810. This volume is now chiefly 
valuable for the notes to the piece Craiff- 
Phadrick, containing as they do txmSi 
information on the early history of Inverness. 
In connection with the 'Journal/ it may be 
mentioned that a younger son of Mr Young's, 
Murdo Toung, was long editor and latterly 
proprietor of the 'London Sun' and True 
Sun' newspapers." (From Bibliography by 
the late John Noble in Scottish Notids anil 
Queries. April 1888.) 

At the beginning of the century the means 
of communication were exceedii^y limited. 
In 1804 smacks were established to run once 
in three weeks between Inverness and Lon- 
don. It was in 1806 that the first regular 
coach began to run to Perth by the Highland 
Road, but it seems for a time, though only for 
a short time^ to have been discontinued. The 
Acts of Parluunent for the construction of the 
Caledonian Canal and the making of roads 
and bridees were passed in 1803. and for years 
afterwards work was plentiful throughout the 
Highlands. It will be observed that emi- 
gration was going on. apparently against the 
wish of public men, it we may judge from the 
expression of opinion given below. The sad 
fate of a large part^ of emigrants from the 
north coast is chronicled by we "Journal." 

From James StUer^s Memorabilia. 

1800.— A keen contest took place for the repre- 
sentation of the County between A. Forbes of 
Culloden, S. Fraaer, yr. of Lovat, and Chazles 
Qrant, when Mr Gnunt was returned, and 
continued to be member untU 1819, when his 
son, the Right Hon. C. Grant, succeeded him. 

Ibid.---Suiulav Schools first established in the 
town by dnarles Grant. 

Ibid.— Episcopal Chapel built. Expense, £700, 
defrayed by subscriptions and a loan of £200. 

Ibid.— A fund of £676 raised by voluntary 
subscriptions for relief of the poor. 

Ibid.— The Castle Hill enclosed with a wall. 

Ibid. — ^Northern Missionary Society begun. [1822. 
This institution has collected at Inverness and 
Tain, since its commencement, about £3000 of 
voluntary contributions.] 

1801.— A large quantity of gunpowder exploded 
in the centre of the town, by which seven 
persons were killed and many others wounded. 
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Almost all the homes in the middle of the 
town were injured and h«d their windows 
shattered on this occasion. 

Ibid. — ^The first public nursery garden in this 
place formed, viz., the Telford Street one. 

Ibid. — ^In this year died William Inglis of Eangs- 
miUs, merchant and banker, a native of Uie 
town and Provost of the Bureh, the ablest 
and most useful Magistrate it nad ever pos- 
sessed, the founder of its finest public buildings 
and of some of its most valuable institutions, 
and for 30 years the chief promoter of all its 
improvements. 

1802. — ^Regular cattle markets commenced at the 
Island. 

1803. — A chapel erected by the Seceder congrega- 
tion. [In 1820 this was converted into a Koman 
Catholic Chapel.! 

Ibid.— Acts of Parliament passed for cutting the 
Caledonian Canal, and for making roads and 
building bridges in the Highlands of Scotland. 

Ibid. — ^The lands of Merkinch first feued out for 
building. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Infirmary opened for the 
reception of patients. Expense of building, 
£5000. Annual expenditure, about £700 a- 
year. The whole defrayed by voluntary con- 
tributions, chieflv parochial. 

1804. — Smacks begin to ply successfully at fixed 
days to and from London. At first the period 
of succession was once in three weeks. [In 1814 
it became one in ten days.] In 1770 vessels 
arrived from London only once in four or five 
weeks, and even these were very small; and 
at the same period the communication with 
Leith was not more frequent. At present the 
voyage to Leith is at least one in ten davs. 

Ibid. — Sasso Ferrato's valuable picture of the 
Holy Family (bequeathed to the town by James 
Clark» of Naples, a native of Inverness) was 
placed it the hall of the Academy. 

1805. —Theatre built. This building was the 
speculation of a private individual. 

Ibid.— Inverness-shire Farmer Society formed for 
the improvement of agriculture. [There was 
no meeting of this Society for many years 
previous to the spring of 1821, when it was 
revived.] 

Ibid.— The interest of a sum of £1600, be- 
queathed by Bailie Thomas Young, to be paid 
yearly to the poor and placed under the manage- 
ment of the &irk Session. 

Ibid. — ^First iron foundry commenced. 

1806.— First regular coach) to Perth by the High- 
land road. Mr Suter adds— This coach was 
soon discontinued, and the present useful estab- 
lishment was then {vojected. 
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Ibid.— Poor's Coal Fnnd be^pn. Ck>llected chiefly 
at the church doors. Mr Suter notes, that 
from the time this fund was started until the 
time he wrote (1822) £680 had been paid into 
it. 

Ibid.^BuiIdings of Telford Street begun. 

1807. — Gunpowder maeazine built at the Long- 
man. Expense, £260, paid by the Burgh. 



From the ** Inverness Journal.** 

1807. 
The dates at the beginning of each paragraph 

are the dates of issue of the paper, not of the 

events chronicled. 

August 7, 1807.— On this date was issued the 
^t number of the "Invemess Journal." It 
bears the imprint as publisher of John Young, 
bookseller, Invemess, and the price was six- 
pence per copy, by subscription £1 7s 6d per 
annum. The paper was issued weekly on 
Friday. It consists of a well-printed sheet of 
four pages, five columns to a page. The finiS 
leading article begins by referring to the pro- 
gress that had been made in recent years in 
all the useful arts in the Northern Counties. 
**The face of Nature has, by the exertions of 
some discerning and spirited individuals, 
happily assumed a different aspect, and new 
channels of industrious occupation have been 
opened for the surplus population of the 
County." The writer trusts 'It will be readily 
admitted that the value of these blessinss may 
be enhanced and more fully appreciated by a 
more extended knowledge of their nature and 
effects; and that few sources of general in- 
formation are better calculated for the attain- 
ment of this desirable object than a well- 
cooducted newspaper. Interested,'* the writer 
continues, "in ever^hinff that relates to the 
prosperity of a district of countrv to which we 
lie under so many obligations, il shall be our 
earnest desire to introduce into the Invemess 
Journal' every topic that may tend to its im- 
provement and advantage." The number is 
w^ advertiBed, chiefly with sales of timber 
and farms to let. One of the news paragraphs 
states that a bill has just been passed by the 
Legislature authcnrising the distmers in Scot- 
land hereafter to commence working on the 
10th of November in each year, instead of the 
first of October; the date being more con- 
venient tiian the other with respect to the 
harvest, the providing of cattle, hirine of 
servants, Ac. A communication appears from 
Sir Qeorge Mackenzie of Coul giving the results 
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of experiments with yaocinatioii on members 
of his own family. He expresses the conviction 
that '*cowpox, when properly niAna|^ed, is a 
perfect safeguard against the most loathsome 
and pestilential disease to which the hmnan 
frame is subiect." 

August 14. — ^The Inverness-shire Farmer Society 
met on 7th inst, when office-bearers were 
elected, the Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being 
President, and Mr John Young, bookseller, 
secretary. The Society met quarterlv. The 
subject set down for discussion at the November 
meeting was '*What is the best rotation of 
crops for land that has been limed?" 

Auffust 21. — ^Majority of the eldest son ol the 
Maranis and Marchioness of Stafford celebrated 
on 8th inst A company of 60 dined at 
Dornoch, Lord Reay in the chair. ''Two com- 
panies of the Sutherland Volunteers attended 
and fired volleys after each of the leading toasts." 
Other &ve compoiues of the battahon were 
entertained on the Links of Qolspie.. There 
was another battalion, the companies of which 
were entertained in Lord Reay'a county and 
in Aisrpt. 

Ibid. — ^''Died here, on the 9th curt., Mr Thomas 
Hossack, officer of Excise. He was stati<med 
in this place for upwards of 30 years, a cir- 
cumstance which affords the best proof of his 
integrity as an officer and of his good conduct 
as a member of society." 

August 28.— Memoir of Uolonel Patrick Madeod, 
of the 78th, who fell commanding a detachment 
stationed at £1 Hermet in Esypt to cover the 
Siege of Bosetta. He waa the second son of 
Donald Madeod of Qeanies, Sheriff-Depute of 
the County of Ross. The memoir is continued 
throuflh several issues. 

Ibid.— "The Highland Society of London have 
sent Mr Alexander Stewart, the editor of a 
recent collection of Gaelic poems, on a tour 
through the Highlands for the purpose of 
coUecung such fregmente as are still extant of 
the poetnr, music, and historical tales of the 
ancient Caledonians. An inquiry into the 
topography of the dominions of Fingal; of 
the places of birth, residence, end interment 
of tne Invincible Chief, his warriors, and 
bards ; of the scenes of their exnloits ; together 
with the remains of their buildings, tumuli, 
^., form also a part of his mission." 

September 17.— Thomas Gilzean elected Provost. 

October 2. — Duncan Munro, on 26th inst., elected 
Provost of Fortroee. "After the election Sir 
Alexander Munro, late Provost, came forward 
in the most hMidaome mannet, and tendered 
to the Magistrates and Council £60 sterling 
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to asaiBt in defrayinff the expense of {>ipM lately 
laid for lupplyinff tne inhabitants with water. ' 



Ibid.— At the Circuit Court, held on 29th ult, 
eeveral persona were tried for assaulting 
Revenue officers, and were sentenced to im- 
prisonment. Ilie following case is also 
recorded: — ^" James Hogg and others, resi- 
denters in Cromarty, were indicted for riotously 
obstructing the funeral of a person who they 
supposed nad been guilty of suicide, and 
assaulting the persons attending the funeral. 
But his lordship, being of opinion that this 
was a matter more proner to be taken cog- 
nisance of by the Sherin of the County than 
for trial before the Circuit Oourt^ he remitted 
the case to the Sheriff of Ross and Crcmiarty, 
with power to him to proceed therein." 

October 9. ^Foundation-stone laid of the bridge 
across the river Conon, near Dingwall. The 
ceremony was performed by Sir Hector Mac- 
kenzie, attended by a number of the gentlemen 
of the neighbourhood, and the Dingwall Vol- 
unteers. 

Ibid. — Sir Charles Ross of Balnag[own elected 
Provost of Tain. Sir Jc^n Sinclair of Ulbster 
elected Provost of Wick. 

Ibid. — "On Tuesday, 29th ult., an animal resem- 
bling a tiger oat found its way into a house in 
Invermoriston, which bein^ observed by a 
woman of the house, who mstantly gave the 
alarm, he sprang towards her with the greatest 
ferocitv, at least sixteen feet, but was prevented 
from doinff her injury bv three men who pur- 
sued and Idlled mm. A leather collar, with 
an iron chain about eight inches Ions, was 
found round his neck. It is supposed to be 
the same animal which recently maoe his escape 
from Brahan, and is said to have done con- 
siderable mischief." 

Ibid. — A Caithness correspondent writes as fol- 
lows : — ^"With so many mcitements to industry 
and the means of employment afforded by the 
Caledonian Canal and other public works now 
carrving on in the North of Scotland, it 
might naturally be expected that tiie rage for 
emigration among the Highlanders should be 
repressed, if not altogether extinguished. Yet 
it is to be reeretted that within these few days 
a ship was cleared out of the Custom-house of 
Thurso for Pictou, in America, with a number 
of families of these deluded people, consisting 
of 130 persons in men, women, and children, 
none of whom were under the necessitv of 
leaving their native country." Hie Editor 
adds — ^"Host criminal infatuation I that can 
thus lead men to mimte from their native 
homes into a state of voluntary banishment, 
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peril, and toil the most laborious, to a country 
where they have not (oly to toil, but to malce 
the field, the half of which exertion and labour 
would have made the counlay they thus abandon 
pregnant with every blessing." (See below.) 

Ibid. — ^The following obituary notices appear: — 
"Died, at Nairn, on the 7th curt., Alexander 
Hay, Esq., depute-lieutenant, and captain of 
Volunteers in Nairnshire. His merit alone 
raised him to the most respectable situation 
in that county, and afforded him the exercise 
of a mind truly beneyolent. He is much and 
will be louf^ regretted. ' — "Died, at Montego 
Bay, Jamaica, on the 10th July, Thomas 
Gamaby, there, son of William Camaby, 
merchant in Forres; beloved, respected, and 
resretted by all who knew him." 

October 16 and 23. — ^Notices of the Northern 
Meeting, which began on Monday, 12th inst., 
and lasted for the week. It is noted that the 
Duchess of Gordon was not present, and that 
Lord Seaforth, who had been unwell, was not 
sufficiently recovered to attend. 

October 30. — ^**A few days ago at a marriage in 
Kirkhill, the mother of the oridegroom, who was 
96 years old, was so elevated on the occasion 
that she sanff and danced, and entertained the 
company wiw 80 years old stories, and would 
have no other music than the Highland bag- 
pipe, which she said was always the music that 
Lord Lovat and the lairds of her day danced to 
on similar occasions." 

November 6.— Very heavy rains, causing floods, 
and oonk carried awa^^. From the scarcity of 
fodder and general failure of the turnip crop, 
black cattle had become of little value. '^ 
tolerable milk cow may be had for from three 
to four pounds." A storm followed of great 
severity. 

November 13. — ^Heavy fall of snow and intense 
frost. Harvest not all gathered in. 

Ibid. — ^Proposal to obtain Royal Charter for the 
Northern Association of Gentlemen Farmers 
and Breeders of Sheep, to extend to the coun- 
ties of Inverness, Ross, Sutherland, and Caith- 
ness. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Farmer Society, on previ- 
ous Friday, held a ploughing match at Drakies. 
Fifteen pfouehs competed. "Hie first premium 
was assigned to James Elliot, servant to Mr 
Fraser-l^er of Aldourie; the second to 
Murdoch Macgregor, servant to Mr Shaw at 
Holm ; the t&d to John Macbean, servant 
to Mr Mackintosh of Holm ; and the fourth to 
Gordon Watson, also servant to Mr Fraser- 
Tytler. It may be mentioned as worthy of 
notioe that the plough used by Murdoch Mac- 
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gregor vas made by himself, though he neyer 
was bred to the cart-wright bnsiiiess." 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at the Manae of D^ke, on the 6th 
curt. , the Rev. John Dunbar, in the Tlat jear 
of his age and 46th of his ministry." 

Norember 20. — ^Notice of the erection of a pier 
at Broadford, Skye, through the spirited 
exertions of Lord Macdonald. 

Ibid. — ^'The laree and beautiful basin of the 
Caledonian (^nal has for some time been 
frozen over, and has a£forded a delightful field 
of exercise and amusement to skaters.** 

Ibid. — ^"The total number of roads now formed 
and forming in the Highlands amount to forty, 
containing nearly one thousand miles of 
extent.** Passages from the annual report of 
the Ck>mmi8sion of Roads audi Bridges appeared 
in several ifJues before this date. 

December 26. ^"The estate of Oradlehall, con- 
sisting of sinety acres arable, fifty-seven acres 
young planting, and nine acres pasture, which 
was advertisea for sale in this paper, at the 
upset pri^e of £4276 10s, has been purchased 
by Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., for £y960. Its 
commanding situation and other natural ad- 
vantages render it capable of beine made a most 
delightful place of residence. TbSa property 
was originally a pendicle of the lands of Castle- 
hill, which were purchased in the year 1788 
for £9000; and it may not be deemed nn- 
wo/thy of remark that thb whole except two 
lots, valued at £12,000, has been sold for the 
sum of £44,000, so that this estate, without 
having undergone any material improvement, 
has been enhanced upwarda of six times in 20 
years.** 

Ibid. — A correspondent at lliurso communicated 
the following distressing intelligence: — "We 
have just received the melancholy accounts of 
the loss of the briff Rambler, of Leith, James 
Norris, master, cleared out at this port in 
September last for Pictou with emigrants. They 
left Stromness the Ist of October, and on the 
^th of the same month were totally wrecked 
near the Bay of BuUs, in Newfoundhuad. When 
the ship left this port she had on board 130 
passengers; the crew consisted of 14 seamen, 
nesides the Captain and Surgeon. Of these, 
the only survivors are three passengers, the 
second mate, luid four seamen ; so that, melan- 
choly to relate, 138 persons have perished on 
this unfortunate voyage.'* 

Ibid. — "The Kins has been pleaised to present 
the Rev. David Brichan, Doctor in Divinil^, 
to the Church of the united parishes of Dyxe 
and Moy, vacant by the death of llr John 
Dunbar, late minister there.'* 
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No. n. 

There are seyeral items of interest ip 
comiectioii with the year 1806. The first 
inddent recorded is the finding of a silver 
chain at Toryean by the labourers engaged 
at the construction of the Caledcmian Canal. 
The chain, it will be observed, was found in 
the end of 1807, not in 1809 as generally 
stated. Five sudi chains have been found 
in Scotland, and none elsewhere. They are 
all now in the Museum of the Society of 
Antiquaries in Edinburgh. The Inverness 
chain is the largest. The original description 
quoted below says it weighed 104 ounces ; Dr 
Joseph Anderson, the careful and accurate 
curator of the Musemn, gives its weight at 
92^ ounces. " Each link,'' he says, " is a solid 
bar of silver, hammered round and bent 
circularly till the ends come close together." 
A second chain of the same kind has been 
found at Parkhill, in the parish of New 
Machar, Aberdeenshire; a third at White- 
deuch, in the pariah of Crawfordjohn, 
Lanarkshire; a fourth at Hordwell, in Ber- 
wickshire ; and the fifth at Haddington. On 
two of the chains (Parkhiil and Whitecleuoh) 
are symbols of ike kind found on the 
Sculptured Stones oi Scotland. They belong, 
apparently, to earlj Christian times. It is, 
periiaps, worthy of note that the Inverness 
chain was found ''in the side of a large flat 
cairn." The flat near Torvean was formerly 
imown as l^vean, the hill and the plain thus 
taking their name from some early saint. 

The winter of 1807-8 was intensely severe. 
Fodder became very scarce, and many black 
cattle cued. As kte as April 29th ''the 
internal parts of the country" were oom- 
pletely covered with snow, and the Highland 
road was blocked. An examination of the news- 
paper files shows that the social condition of 
Scotland was much worse than at present. 
Cases of theft and robbery were more frequent, 
and there were two murders at Tain. The 
military spirit of the country, fostered by the 
war with France, was very active. Battalions 
of Militia and Volunteers met at stated times 
lor drill, and underwent careful inspection. 
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Among the most aotiye officers in the North 
in oonnection with these local moyements 
were the Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, 
Donald Macleod of G^eanies, Sheriff-Depute of 
Ross-shire, and lieut.-Golosiel Rose of Eil- 
rayook. 

It will be seen that the Town Council 
of 1808 had among its members no 
fewer than four ex-Prorosts — an unusual dis- 
tinction, we imagine, even in the period of 
dose burgh corporations. The congregation 
of the Nairn Parish Church had a narrow 
escape from serious disaster owing to the 
unsafe condition of the building, wMch must 
haye formed a striking contrast to the present 
handsome edifice. In those days the Northern 
Meeting was held at a somewhat later date 
than now, and in October 1808, the Marquis 
of Huntly, who was a prominent member, rode 
all the way from Aberdeen to Inyemess in 
less than seyen hours. Readers will see what 
assistance was giyen to the Royal Academy 
and the Infirmary by Mr Laohlan Mackintosh 
of Raigmore, who collected no less than 
£2811 7s in India for the benefit of these 
institutions. 

Seyeral meetings were held durins 1808 to 
protest aeainst a bill proposing to allow malt 
to be made from sugar. This, it was feared, 
would greatly affect the price of barley. 

We referred last week to the smacks that 
plied between Inyemess and Leith and Inyer- 
ness and London. Hueh Miller describes one 
of the LeiUi and London smacks as a yessel 
" with a huge single mast, massiye and tall as 
that of a frigate, and a mainsail of a quarter 
of an acre." It may be remembered that in 
1826 Hugh spent seyen days in a yoyage north 
from Leith to Cromarty. He describes them 
as ''days of thick, foggy mornings, clear, 
moonlidbit ni^ts, and almost unbroken 
calms.'' 

From the •' Inverness Journal." 
1808. 
January 1. — ^"Some labourers, while digfftnff in 
the eastern comer of Toryean,, on &e line 
of the Caledonian Canal, lately disooyered a 
massy silyer chain, in the ekte of a large, flat 
cairn, about 2 feet below the surface. The 
chain consists of 33 circular links, formed of 
a perfectly cylindriosJ body, half-an-inch thick. 
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neatly joined without solder. They are linked 
in pairs, each of which is about 2 inches in 
diameto*, except those at the extremities, which 
are 2^ inches. A link at one of the ends has, 
since the discovery of the chain, been taken 
away ; but aa the remaining one is of the same 
dimensions with those at the other end, we 
may conclude that the chain was then entire. 
Its whole length is 18 inches, weighing about 
104 ounces." There were two detach^ frag- 
ments which formed part of a flat and very 
massy ring, which had been broken after it 
was found ; but from its form, and the appear- 
ance of wearing on the outside, it had evidently 
moved! on some bolt. It was neatly channelled 
round, leaving a prominent astragal on every 
side. "Both Sie chain and ring are of excellent 
workmanship; and whether we attend to the 
uniform thidmess and polish of the links, the 
ingenuity with which they are joined, or the 
pc^ect symmetry of the whole, we cannot but 
pronounce it to have been the work of an 
artist of no inconsiderable skill.'* The Editor 
adds that it was hinted that other articles had 
been found, according to report a ball and bar 
also of silver; but the labourers kept the 
matter a profound secret, as steps had been 
taken to compel the owner of the chain to 
deliver it up to the Grown. The chain is now 
in the Antiquarian Museum in Edinburgh. 

Ibid. — ^It is recorded that 57 men out of 534 men 
were ballotted to serve in the Militia for the 
town and parish of Inverness. 

January 8.— Proposal to establi^ a com market 
in Inverness. 

January 16. — Advertisement of a woollen factory 
formed at Inverness, under the firm of Mac- 
kenzie, Gbrdon, & Co. It had already manu- 
factured broaddoth and other fabrics. 

Ibid. — ^Foreign vessel wrecked at Rue Rhea, 
Gkdrloch, and 4 out of a crew of 8 drowned. 
The vessel was laden with oil and wanges, 
and was rapposed to have been driven round 
from the West of Ireland. 

January 22. — ^It is noted that at a meeting of 
the Highland Society in Edinburgh, the 
Duchess of Qordon was elected a member 
without the ordinary form of ballot. "The 
Sodety adopted this mode of election as on 
former occasions, being a mark of its approba- 
tion of ladies of hi^h rank coming forward in 
support of the institution." 

Ibid.— -The estate of Roeehall, in Sutherland, 
having being latdv purchased by Lord 
Ashburton, ms lordsnip was nlanning making 
extensive improvements, such as laying out 
waste ground for plantations. He was also 
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about to erect a cfaapel in lieu of a ruinous 
old kirk, for the accommodation of the poor 
inhabitants residing in that distant part of the 
parish of Oeich. 

Ibid.— ^The following paragraph appears from a 
correspondent in we Long Island : — "The ship 
Hamilton, of Greenodc, Gaptain Gilchrist, is 
arrived at Lochmaddy, in North Uist, in 26 
days from Halifax, which place she left on 
30th November. The Hamilton is bound for 
Greenock wit^ a valuable cargo of prize goods, 
consisting of coffee, tea, and sugar ; she earned 
dispatches for Government from Admiral 
Benceley and General Hunter at Halifax, which 
were immediately landed at the Post-Office, 
with several hundred private lett6i*s, and 
forwarded by the Uist packet." 

January 29. — -Died, at Ben^l, on Sunday, the 
20th July 1807, Alex. Oray, Esq., M.D., 
Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment. 'Trom 
his first entrance into the Company's service, 
Dr Gray was remarked for his faithful and 
assiduous discharge of his duties. He died 
possessed of large property, chiefly vested in 
Government security. The principal part of 
his fortune, amounting to S lacs of rupees, 
is after, the pavment of five legacies devised 
for building a c&urch and endowing an hospital 
at Elgin." 

February 8. — ^The lands of Dalcrombie and 
Letterchullin purchased by Sir William Flraser 
of Ledclune for about niue thousand guineas. 

February 12. — Another notice of the loss of the 
emigrant vessel, the Pampler of Leith, reported 
in a previous issue. It was believed that many 
of the emigrants were from the parishes of 
Farr, Lairg, Oreich, and Rogart, in Sutherland. 
The writer adds — ^''The diminution of the 
inhabitants of our island is at all times a 
subject of regret, and the annaJs of our country 
cannot point out a period when the emigration 
of our brave Highlanders would have been 
more regretted thui the present, when recruits 
for our standing army and Militia are so hard 
to be found. From 30 to 40 guineas is, we 
understand, the common bounty paid to 
substitutes in this and in most of the counties 
of the Kingdom." In a subsequent issue it is 
stated that the emigrants were not from 
Sutherland but from Caithness. "No person 
from Sutherland emigrated to North America 
for the last two years, excepting about two or 
three families from the Keay district, who 
wantonly left the county and safely arrived 
in the western hemisphere." The largest 
amount given in Sutherland for a substitute 
was stat^ to be £20. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Farmer Society set on foot 
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a ftubBcription for the purchase of a Btallion 
to improve the breed of horaes. 

Ibid. — ^Heavy mow-storm; 3 women perished, 
one near Beiuily, one in Strathdeam, and one 
in the neighbourhood of Ullapool. 

Ibid.— Died, at Pittsburgh, 20th. November 1807, 
Alexander Addison, ** one of the most eminent 
counsellors at the western bar." He was son- 
in-law to the Rev. Mr Grant, of Elgin. 

Februarv 19.— -Editorial note—" Owing to the late 
very heavy fall of snow, which we understand 
is to the depth of 5 feet in many parts of the 
road between Edinburgh and London, we have 
had no mails from the latter place for these 3 
days past, nor have any arrived at Edinburffh ; 
a ciroumstance almost unprecedented, and which 
has considerably lessened the sum of our inteUi- 
senoe in an unusual degree." 

February^ 26. — ^A prisoner sentenced to transporta- 
tion for fcM'gery nearly effected his escape from 
Inverness jail by makins a hole in the back 
wall of the prison. The fall of rubbish excited 
attention, and prevented the escape. 

March 4. — A woman, named Catherine Munro, 
murdered in her house at Tain. A reward of 
10 guineas was offered by the Maffifftrates of 
Tain for the arrest of the supposed murderer, 
a cartwrisht named Macgregor. [This proved 
to be a libel on noor Macgregor.] 

Ibid. — Kenneth Macrae, late of tne 76th Regi- 
men, appointed Deputy Paymaster-General to 
the Ishuid of Jamaica aiidl the Leeward Islands. 
He had served 30 years in the army> 25 of 
them in India, and ** though only a lieutenant- 
colonel," commanded a bri^e at the Siege of 
Bhurtpore. On two occasions he commanded 
storming parties, fw which he received the 
thanks of Lord Lake. 

Ibid. — ^Hie following note may be quoted: — 
"Through the multiplicity of other matters, 
we have hitherto overlooked giving an idea of 
a rural feastprovided on the last of the holidays, 
old style. Oattle fetching little or no price, and 
fodder very dear in the extreme, it occurred 
to the proprietor of Beaufort that it would not 
be amiss to draw back his countr^rmen to the 
habit of eating some flesh with their food, and 
washing it down, in the convivial hour, with 
Lune LAiter, strong ale, instead of ardent 
spirits. He had a fat bullock roasted on a 
wooden windlass for a epit, and gftm his tenants 
Inverness strong ale to wash it down. The 
roast took 18 hours in preparing, and nearlv 
500 persons of all ages and ooth sexes partook 
of mis substantial feast. The bagpipe and the 
fiddle organieed the happy scene, and they 
parted in sood humour, and several matdies 
for life took place in consequence." 



14 InmemeM Courier Index. [1806 

March ll.^The Hiffhland road, which was during 
the winter compktely blocked np by mow, ia 
now open to travdlers. [There was a time of 
sharp frost after this withont snow, and then 
another snow-storm.] 

Ibid.— Advertisement of the first carrier going 
bejond Dingwall. His name wa« Donald Ross, 
and he was to proceed as far as Tain. 

March 18.— The road from Gk>lspie to the Ord 
Hill and County of Caithness oegun. 

Ibid. — ^In the House of Commons, Mr Charles 
Grant brought in a bill for commuting the 
statute labour in Inverness-shire. 

Ibid — ^Died, at Lossiemouth, on Friday, the llt!i 
curt., at the advanced age of 89, Ladv Cordon, 
relict of Sir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun. 

March 25. — ^The oartwright, John Macgregor, 
who was supposed to have murdered Catherine 
Munro at Tain, was himself found murdered 
in a wood. It seems that he was known to 
possess some money, and was watdied and 
murdered while out of town. "After this the 
perpetrators nrooeeded to his house in Tain, 
which they plundered of his money, &c., and 
it would appear that while in the act of so 
doing they were discovered by Catherine Munro, 
who lived under the same roof with Macgregor, 
and whom it is supposed the wretches also 
dispatched by stranglmg to escape detection.'* 
Two persons residing in the Hill of Tain were 
arrested on suspicion for the double murder. 

April 29.— It is noted that there is sreat distress 
throughout the Highlands and Morayshire on 
account of want of fodder for cattle, due to 
the uncommon severity and length of Uie past 
winter. Black cattle and sheep were dying by 
hundreds. A Morayshire correspondent states 
that no less than 4y carcases of cattle which 
had been thrown into the Spey were carried 
down at one time. "Nor," Sidds the Editor, 
"is there any prospect of immediate relief, 
the internal parts of the country being com- 
pletely covered with snow." The Circuit Court 
was held the same week at Inverness, and the 
Judses had to go home by Aberdeen, as the 
Higmand road* was blocked with snow. 

May 6. — ^Mr Cbckburn of Kincorth drowned in 
the River Findhom by attempting to cross too 
near the ouicksands. His companion and 
neighbour, Mr Bezeck, was saved with diffi- 
culty. "Mr Bezeck waa fortunately enabled 
to keep his head' above water, and in this 
situation, endeavouring to support his friend 
in his arms, he remained for about two hours, 
when some fishermen, who heard his cries, came 
to his relief. Every means used to restore Mr 
Cockbum to life proved ineffectual, and he was 
interred at Nairn on Sunday afternoon." 
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Ibid. — ^Died, at Fort-George, on Weckiesdaj last, 
the Hon. James Stuart, liientenaBit*€h)Yemor of 
that place. 

May 20.— William FreemanUe elected! 1I.P. for 
the Northern Bnrghs in room of Major-Qeneral 
Mackenzie, who had become member for 
Sntherland. 

Ibid. — Gbntiniied reports of the losses caused by 
the severity of tne winter. It was reported 
from Latheron, in Oiithness, that no less than 
184 black cattle, besides horses, had died of 
want. This, however, could not be ascribed 
altogether to the severity of the season, " but 
chi^y to the ruinous practice of over-stocking, 
which has too long prevailed among Highland 
farmers." 

May 27. — Advertisement asking for vouchers 
from creditors " of the deceased Iiewis Outhbert, 
Esq. of Gastlehill, in the County of Inverness, 
some time merchant in Jamaica, and all and 
sundry persons whatsoever having claims 
affainst the said estate of Castlehill or proceeds 
thereof." 

June 3. — ^Meetinff in Edinburgh to concert 
measures of reuef for distress in the North. 
Vessels had sailed from Leith and Berwick 
under convoy for Kirkwall, laden with pro- 
visions and meal. 'It is greatly to the honour 
of the Magistrates of Iniwmess and the heritors 
of the County that from their attention to the 
wants of the public, the inhabitants have 
hitherto been abundantly supplied; we also 
learn with satisfaction that along the West 
Coast the effects of scarcity have not been much 
felt, it being chiefly confined to the counties 
of Sutherland and Outhness." 

Hud. — Died, on Thursdav se'enight, in the 76th 
vear of his age, Colonel James Fraser of 
Belladrum; muob and greatly resretted. 

June 10. — At the examination of we Inverness 
Academy a Gaelic oration was recited "which 
to the admirers of Celtic literature afforded 
peculiar pleasure.'* 

Ibid.^lmong the bills to which the Royal assent 
was given on Friday, the 27th ult., was "An 
Act for building a brid^ge over tiie River Ness, 
at Inverness, widening certain streets, improv- 
ing the present harbour, extending the Royalty, 
supplving the inhabitants with water, regulat- 
ing the police, and lighting the streets of the 
said burgh." 

Ibid. — The Northern Association of gentlemen 
farmera and breeders of sheep, met at Beauly 
on the previous Friday, and appointed 
(^oe-bearers, Hon. A. Fraser of Lovat being 
President, and the Vice-Presidents Sir Charles 
Ross of Balnagown and Donald Macleod of 



16 Inmme$8 Courier Index. [1808 

Qeuiies. Preminmi vere given for bulls for 
improving the breed of buMok oa/ttle. Sheep 
markieta were held at this period at Beanlj 
and Fort-William. 

June 17. — ^Notice of a raooeeeful Milch Cow 
Market, held for the first time bj the Inverness 
Farmer Societv. 

July 8.~Great distress cm the West Coast of the 
counties of Inverness and Ross from the want 
of provisions. It would ^pear from this that 
the information given in a previous paragraph 
waa imperfect. 

August 96 and September 2. — Two versions of a 
carious story of a man who walked out fA the 
prison of Dinffwall, but afterwards surrendered. 
The prisoner had been a schoolmaster at Cbntin, 
and was accused of housebreaking and theft. 
At the Circuit Oourt in Septeini>er be was 
sentenced to 14 years' transportation. 

September 9. — ^The fifth anniversary of the 
Badenoch and Strathspey Farming Society was 
held at Pitmain and Kingussie on the 1st. A 
dinner party, presided over by the Marquis of 
Huntly, was followed by a ball. Among the 
ladies present were the Duchess of Manchester 
and! her daughter, Lady Jean Montaoue ; Mrs 
and Ifiss Grant of AmdiUy and Mrs iCacpher- 
son of Belleville. 

Ibid.->The Nairnshire Volunteers, through Capt. 
Davidflon of Can tray, presented lieut. -Colonel 
Rose, their commandant, with an elegant 
sword, value 40 guineas. 

Ibid.^k. wherry from North Uirt, with four n m 
and cattle, wrecked a short time previously on 
the island- of Heiskar. Three of the men ^tr^re 
drowned, and all the cattle except one. A 
cow survived three days, and the fourth man 
kept himself alive by sucking her Uood. ^n 
the cow dying, the man supported himself 'jn 
the animars tongue till he was rescued on 
the £fth day. 

Ibid. — ^Died', on Monday last, universally re- 
gretted, Mr Ebenezer Young, teacher of Latin 
m the Inverness Academy. 

September 16.— The new bridge over the Ness at 
tiie Merkinch was now completed. This was 
long known to us as the Black Bridge. 

September 23. — ^Election of Convener and Deacons 
of the Incorporated Trades. The following 
were chosen — ^Thomas Fraser, Convener of 
Trades and Deacon of the Wrights; George 
Phenick, Weavers; Donald Macdooald, shoe- 
makers; Donald Macbean, Taylors; Donald 
Mactavish, Hammermen. 

Ibid. — ^Yesterday was married at the Episcopal 
Chapel here the Rev. Dr GriiBth, Master of 
University College, Oxford, to Miss Inmside, 
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daughter of tiie late Rev. William Ironndey 
and Bister to lire Qraat of Rothiemurchus. 

Ibid. — ^Died, in the province of Guzerat, on the 
13th of October 1807, lieut. Simon Fraser 
BobertBon, of the 8th Eegiment of B<Hnbaj 
Native Infantry, third son of Arthm' Bobert- 
aon, Est^, of Inches. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Littletonn of Ardersier, on 
Monday last, in the 95th year of his age, 
Andcew Allan, fanner, a truly worthy and 
honest man, of a cheerful and contented mind, 
remarkable for his regularitv and early rising ; 
and until a few days before his dea4;h was never 
known to be confined to bed by sickness or by 
any other cause whatever." 

September 30. — ^Thomas Qilzean re-elected Pro- 
vost of Inverness. The Council included four 
former Provosts — Phineas Mackintosh, John 
Mackintosh, Alexander Mackintosh, and James 
Grantw Sir Archibald Dunbar of Northfield 
was elected Provost of Nairn, and a number of 
county gentlemen in Nairn and Morayshire 
were on the Council. 

Ibid.— Rejoicings at Portree to celebrate the 
defeat of Marshal Junot at Vimiera. Great 
guns were fired, tables " with excellent liquor " 

S laced on the terrace b^ orders of Lord Mac- 
onald, and the vessels in the harbour, to the 
number of nearly 60, hoisted their flags. In 
the eveningthe town was illuminated. 

October 7.-~nie congregation in the Parish 
Church of Nairn on the previous Sunday were 
alanned by a loud crash, which seemed to 
portend the fall of the building. "It is im- 
possible to convtj an idea of the scene of 
terror and confusion that instantly ensued. 
The access to the fishers' loft, which is by one 
door only, was immediately choked by people 
Id their endeavour to escape from the tlureatened 
calamity, which induced several persons in the 
front ot the loft to throw themselves down to 
the ground pews in hopes of getting out with 
greater expedition. The constemation was 
further asitated by the hearing of a second 
cnak. Tnose next the windows liroke immedi- 
ately through them, and nothing was heard 
but the most piercinff shrieks, mixed with the 
groans of numoers who were trodden down and 
were suffering under weight of pressure of the 
crowd." No lives were lost, but many were 
severely injured. 

Ibid-^SpIendid ball and supper given at Fort- 
George on 23rd September by the 74th or 
Assaye Highland Regiment to oelebrate the 
anniversary of the battle of Assaye. 

October 14. — ^Report of Northern Meeting and 
Hunt, with which the meeting was then associ- 

8 
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ated. The Ducbev of Qordon and the Duchess 
of Manchester were present. "On the days 
appointed for enjoying the sports of the field, 
the hounds were well attendedfand had excellent 
sport. The dinners and balls were also well 
attended, particularly on Friday, when the 
convivial powers and marked attention of Lord 
Huntly were unremittingly and most success- 
fully exerted to increase the pleasure of the 
comnany ; exertions the more extraordinary as 
the Marquis had in the besinninff of the week 
attended the Shooting OIud at Aberdeen, and 
rode on Friday morning from thence to biver- 
ness, a distance of about 105 miles, in less than 
7 hours, having 8 relavs of horses on the road, 
liord Seaforth, with nis usual politeness and 
attention, presented the company with a brace 
of excellent fat bucks." 

Ibid. — Advertisement of 99 years' leases to be 
{Planted in Plockton, Lochalsh, lately erected 
mto a burgh of barony. 

October 21. — ^Advertisement of Sir William 
Gumming Gordon, Bart., inviting fishermen to 
settle and form a village at Cummingstown, 
one mile east of Burgheiul. 

Ibid. — Death of Alexander Macrae, Kintail, 
alleged to be the oldrat man in Scotland. Age 
put at 120 years. 

November 18. — ** Sir Saniud Hood and his lady 
nassed through this place on Friday last from 
Brahan Castfe, on their way to London. The 
Ma^strates of Inverness, desirous of testifyins 
their respect for the deservedly celebrated 
character of this gallant officer, waited on the 
Admiral, and presmted him with tbe freedom 
of the town." 

Ibid.— Account of the opening of the Bridge of 
Dunkeld on November Tth. The foundation- 
stone was laid in June 1805. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Kinffussie, on Sunday, 6th inst., 
Mrs Margaret Macpherson, wife of Colonel 
Duncan Macpherson. "Few characters ever 
possessed more dignified umplicity of manners, 
united with pure affections and religious 
sentiments." She was a daughter of Clun^ of 
the '45, and the paragraph speaks highly of the 
cheerfulness and even tempered spirit which 
endeared her to a wide circle. 

Ibid. — ^The number contains an account oi the 
meeting of the Directors of the Royal Academy 
and Managers of the Royal Infirmary. Provost 
Gilzean presided, and Mr Qrant, the late 
Provost, laid before the meeting a letter from 
Mr Lachlan Mackintosh of Raigmore, lately of 
Calcutta, with a list of subscriptions which he 
had procured in India for the more liberal 
support of the Academy and Infirmary. The 



laOS] File of Inverness Journal. 19 

total amount came to £2811 7b. Raigmore 
himself was the largest sabscriber, £150, and 
the next was General Macdonald, £125. 

November 25. — Died, on the 22nd ult., at RuxLey 
Lodge, Surrej, James Qrant, Esq. of Redcastle, 
in Ross-shire. 

December 16. — "Died here on the 27th nit., in 
the 71et year of lus a^e, Mr James Alves, a 
portrait painter of emmence, and brother of 
the late Doctor Alves. His life was singularly 
good, recluse, and inoffensiYe, and his death 
much regretted. He went abroad when youuff 
to improve himself in the fine arts, and studiea 
eight years in Paris, and other eight years in 
Rome." 

December 30. — ^The Highland Society of London 
sugeest the establishment of a branch in the 
HShland CapitaL They also urge the estab- 
lishment of a Chair of Celtic Literature in one 
of the Scottish Universities, and the giving of 
encouragement to the teaching of Gaelic in 
schools. They further suegest the establish- 
ment of a National Academy of Pipe Music, 
and propose the name of Lieut. M^Grummeu 
[so the name is spelt] as Professor. They think 
the Government should do somethiuff, as pipne 
rnuAc was necessary for the Highland regi- 
ments. "It is in the power of his Royal 
Hiffhness the Commander-in-Chief to comply 
witn the wishes of the Society, by promoting 
Lieut. M*Crummen from half-pajr to a higher 
and permanent rank in the garrison of Fort- 
Augustus or of Fort- William, which to him 
would be equivalent to « salary, on being made 
Professor of the establishment. Mr ITCrum- 
men is the last of the celebrated race of pipers 
of that name ; he is skilled in the theory and 
practice of the ancient pipe music, and is now 
in the vale of years.'* 
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No. in. 

The present instalment it specially interest- 
ing from the authentic account it supplies of the 
melancholy accident which occurred on the 
MeiUe Ferry, in the Dornoch Firth, on Wed- 
nesday, 16th August 1809, when about 100 
persons lost their lives. The disaster occurred 
while the boat was crossing from the coast of 
Sutherland to the Boss-shire coast, caxrying 
passengers for a market to be held in Tain. 
The boat was greatly over-crowded, and sank 
in the middle of the Ferry. An account of 
the accident appears in the Reminiscences of 
the late Rev. Mr Sage, of Resolis, which were 
published under the name of Memorabilia 
Domestica. lliis Tersion, when compared 
with contemporary accounts, shows how mis- 
takes will arise when even well-informed 
persons write from memory. Mr Sage says 
the calamity occurred as the people were 
retxumint; home from Tain, and in the dark- 
ness of the night : the contemporary accounts 
explicitly state that it happened ae the people 
were on their way to Tain, and there is no 
mention of darkness: in fact the accident 
must have occurred some time in the forenoon. 
Mr Sage says that 70 persons were drowned : 
the Ckxnmittee who investigated the drcum- 
stances, in their final statement, gave the 
exact number as 99. We may quote Mr Sage's 
account, which is mtere8tinf|^ in itself, and 
transmits a remarkable tradition as to the 
Sheriff^ body. At the time of the disaster, 
Mr Sage was conducting a school at Bower, 
in Caithness, preparatory to attending his 
divinity classes at Aberdeen. The following 
is the passage in his Beminiscenoee : — 

- On a maiket day at Tain, the worthy Sheriff 
(Mir KaoCollodi) left his own house at Dornoch in 
the morning, and crossed the Ferry to Tun. in- 
tendng to retnm home in the evening. When 
he came to the Ifleikle Ferry, late in the day, the 
shore was crowded with people returning home 
from the market. On his arrival they all made 
way for him, and he was quickly seated «t the 
stern of the wherry ; but afterwards the multitude 
piessed into the ferry-boat — ^the more earnestly 
as they would thus have the privilege of crossing 
in the same boat with the Sheriff. Apprehensive 
of the issue, Mr MacOilloch turned «way at least 
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two score of them from the boat. There still 
remained on board, however, too manj for safety. 
It was a dead calm, and the wherry was pushed 
off from land. But when it bad nearly reached 
the middle of Uie Ferry, and the deepest part of 
it, the boat save a sudden jerk, the water rushed 
io, and, with the exception of two or three who 
escaped by swimming, the whole of those on 
boanl sank to the bottom and perished ; about 
70 persons were thus drowned. This fearful event 
took place in the darkness of the night in the year 
1809 and created a deep sensation all over the coun- 
try. The Sherififs body was among the last that was 
found). The particular spot where it lay 'under 
the flood' was discovered in a dream. A fellow- 
Christian and an acquaintance, deeply affected by 
his death, dreamed of his departed friend. In 
the dream the Sheriff appeared, spoke of his 
sudden oall to the other world, and told him 
where his euthly remains lay, adding that, 
whilst the fish of the sea wore permitted to 
mangle att pleasure the bodies of his fellow- 
sufferers, thejr were restrained from putting a 
tooth upon his, which would be found entire. 
The dream was realised in eveiy 'particular. Hie 
Sheriffs wife and daughter long survived him, 
and they, together with the rest of the surviving 
relatives of the victims of the catastrophe, were 
ample shsirers of a fund set on foot for their 
support, and called the "Meikle Ferry Fund.'* 
Oaptain Robert Sutherland, Dr Bethune's son-in- 
law, was one of the leading members of this 
charitable association." 

From the ** Inremese Journal." 
1809. 

January 6.^Intense frost It is noted thsA " the 
large and beautiful basin of the Otnal," then 
new, was froaen over, and that people were 
skating upon it. The writer adds — ^"The 
water in this capacious reservoir does not 
INToceed from Ix>ch-Ness, but is a collection of 
rain water and springs from the land." 

January 20.— Short paper by Sir John Sinclair 
on the culture of carrots on peatv soils. 

January 27. — ^Frost so intense that the River 
Ness was frozen for several yards from the 
side; Loch-Dochfour also partially frozen; 
Loch-Beanly a continuous sheet of ice. 

February 17.— Road to Glenelg from the Nort^ 
side of Inverness contracted for as far as Enoch 
(Aonach). This road, in the scale of hnnrove- 
ments throughout the Highlands, was reckoned 
next to the Caledonian Canal. So far as the 
point above mentioned it was constructed 
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''under the InTemen-thire asaesBmeiit far 
roads and bridges/' but beyond that point it 
had to t>e unctertakea by means of private 
sabscriptions. A list of subsoiiptions is given, 
which mdndes Lord Macdonald, £1000 ; Lord 
Seaforth, £500; Madeod of Macleod, £400; 
Hngh Innes of Lochalsh, £300; Sir James 
Grant of Grant, £200; James Murray Grant 
of Glenmoriston, £200; R. G. Macdonald of 
Clanran&id, £200 ; Charles Grant, M.P., £100 ; 
and Alexander Howe of Hairis, £100. There 
are many smaller subscriptions. 

February 24.— A letter from Arisaig r^orts a 
i^ock of earthquake distinctly felt along the 
West Coast. 

March 3. — Boat from Balintrad, Ross-shire, 
loaded witii peat, overset by » squall, and 6 
persons drowned. 

Marcfa 31. — ^The following notice appears in the 
obituary: — "Died, in London, on the 26th 
JanuaiT last, Gilbert GoUan, Esq., a distin- 
guishea native of this place. He was much 
admired for a clear head, a warm heart, friend- 
ship equally Bteadv and active, and for general 
information. These qualities in him were 
accompanied by the domestic virtues and 
universal benevolence in an unusual degree." 

April 7.— Inverness Diligence began running on 
the 4th. The Diligence left Edinburgh at 7 
o'clock on Monday morning, and arrived at 
Inverness at 4 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. 

April 21.— Frost and snow for 8 days. 

April 28. ^A man and woman from Tain were 
charged ajt the Aberdeen Circuit Cburt with 
the murder of 2 persons in that town. (See 
notes in previous chapter.) Hie charge was 
found not proven. — ^Four men and a boy 
drowned in the Pentland Firth, through the 
upsetting of a boat. 

Ifi^y 12.— A fiahing-boet upset off Nairn Harbour 
and 8 men drowned ; all married. Widows and 
childi«n numbered 33. A fund was afterwards 
raised for their relief. 

June 2.— New line of road from luivemess to 
Freebum inspected by Mr Telford, the Sheriff 
of the County, and five of a Committee. Found 
that the contractors had executed the work " in 
a sufficient and highly satisfactory manner." 
At a County Meeting it was resolved to apply 
for a orant for the erection of a stone bridge 
over the Beauly. 

June 9.— Report of annual examination of Inver- 
ness Royal Academy. "In the evening the 
young gentlemen attending the Academy gave 
an elegant ball in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 
He (Bsplav of innooent gaiety and the attrac- 
tions of the youthful group, which consisted 
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of nearly 300, were extremely intereatinff ; but 
too few parents oame to witness the olame- 
less mirth and endearins graces of their 
offspring ; a scene of all others the most grati- 
fying to parental affection." Same date, Rev. 
Andrew fionniman, A.M., appointed rector of 
the Fortrose Academy. 

June 16. — ** The Northern Association of Qentle- 
men Fanners, Breeders of Sheep, met at 
Beanly on the 9th inst, being the Sheep and 
Wool Market Day." The offioe-bearers chosen 
for the year were — ^the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser 
of Lovat, president; Sir Charles Boss and 
Donald Macleod of Oeanies, yice-presidents ; 
Sir Georffe S. Mackenzie, secretary; and Mr 
James Mitchell, treasurer. Premiums were 
awarded for tups. Considerable business done 
in sheep, but little in wool, as Qovemment was 
carrying on negotiations with America, the issue 
of whidi was uncertain. About 50 gentlemen 
dined together. 

Ibid.— A Milch Cow Market, established by the 
Invemess-shire Farmer Society, was held at a 
place called ''the Island." Query— Was this a 
name for the Capel Inch? It is diiUcult to see 
how a cattle market could be held at or near 
the Islands above the town. 

June 23. — ^"On Monday, the first regiment of 
Inverness-shire Local Militia, commanded by 
the Hon. Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, marched 
into the place where they are to remain on 
permanent duty for 28 days. From the unre- 
mitting attention of the Commandant and 
officers in training this regiment, joined to 
the characteristic qualities of the individuals 
who compose it, there is little doubt but that 
they will form one of the most respectable 
corps in his Majesty's service ; and it hss been 
remarked by military gentlemen that a finer 
body of men has not appeare(} in this place 
since the Ayrshire Militia were stationed among 
us." 

Ibid. — ^"On Saturday last, as the ferry-boat at 
Beauly warn crossing with an inmiense nun^r 
of people who had been attending Sacrament 
at Eirkhill, it sank in a oonsidenu>le depth ctf 
water, but happily near the shore; and 
although all on board were completely ducked, 
and many persons' more or less hurt, yet we are 
glad to understand that no lives were lost." 

Ibid. — ^Died, on the 15th curt., the Rev. Henry 
Clark, minister of the Associate Congregation 
at Boffhole (Moyness). 

June 30.— "The following is a remarkable 
instance of the celerity with which a person 
may now travel in the Highlands. Mr Gordon 
of CaiTol, a few days ago, left Edinburgh, per 
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the InT«m«68 Coach, and reached his house in 
Sutherland, a diBtance of 216 miles, in forty- 
seven hours and a-half." The same issue an- 
nounces that a Diligence has commenced to run 
from Inverness to Tain by Beauly and Ding- 
wall. 

July 21. — ^Term for Local Militia etspired. It is 
noted that isb/» Magistrates conferred on the 
officers the freedom of the town. 

July 28. — Mr Campbell, teacher in the Inverness 
Academy, announces that he is to open a class 
for instruction in Gaelic. 

Ibid. — Report of rejoicings on David Davidson of 
Cantray attaining his majority. Colonel Rose 
of Ki&avock presided. "A fatted ox was 
served up whole, and such was the attention 
bestowed in preparing it that the lovers of roast 
beef never could' have tasted a more delicious 
morseL" 

Ibid. — The bridge over the Conon passable for 
carriages. 

August 4. — ^The following carious advertisement 
appears under this dAte: — ^''Mrs Fraser, next 
door to Fraoer's Hotel, has just got on hand 
from London, a variety of ready-made grave- 
clothes, all sizes and prices. They surpass in 
quality and elegance anything of tne kind ever 
offered to the attention of the public (desirous 
of paying all necessary respect to the deceased) 
in this Quarter. Mrs F. has also small shrouds 
for chilaren." 

August 11. — Advertisement of applioatioia to 
Bstfliament for power to erect a bridge over 
the Beauly at Dunballoch. 

Ibid. — ^Authority given to the battalions of LocaJ 
Militia in Inverness-shire and adjoining High- 
land Counties to wear tiie Highland dress as 
their uniform. The permission seems to have 
been granted on the application of Colond 
Macdonell of Glengarry, who commanded the 
2nd Battalion. 

Ibid. — ^The foundation of the wharf at the end 
of the Canal Basin was laid on Saturday last. 

August 18 and September 1. — A notice <q>- 
pears on the 18th inst. of the disaster which 
occurred at the Meikle Ferry, oh the Dornoch 
Firth, on the 16th, when about 100 persons lost 
their lives. The notice is as follows: — **It 
would appear that a great many persons from 
Dornoch and other parts of Sutherland, who 
were on their way to attend the Tain Market 
on Wednesday laat, most imprudently crowded 
into the passage boat at Meikle Feiry, to the 
number o2 from 100 to 120, being considerably 
beyond its burden. Unfortunately, however, 
from an anxiety to get across, an anxiety too 
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oommon in radi cases, the^ were insensible to 
the imminent danger to which they were ibont 
to expose themsdyes ; for they bad scarcely 
proceeded half-way from shore when, dreadful 
to relate, the boat sank, and sU on board 
perished, except five persons. Mr M'Oallodi, 
lata Sheri£f-StiD8titute of Dornoch, is said to 
be among the unfortunate sufferers." A 
portion of the subsequent issue of the 
^'Journal," which no doubt contained a full 
account of the disaster, is missing from the 
file, but on September Ist there is an advertise- 
ment, dated from Dornoch, and signed by 
Oaptain Robert Sutherland and William Taylor, 
Sheriff-Gerk, aii^ng for help for the widows 
and orphans of those drowned. This advertise- 
ment states " that of all the persons on board 
the fatal boat, only 12 were saved, and that 
besides a group of stransers whose numbers 
and names are unknown, above 100 persons are 
ascertained to have perished, belonspng to this 
and the neighbouring parishes, f^he number 
was afterwards definitely stoted at 99.] That 
of this number there were many heads of 
families, all 6f whom (with the exception of 
Mr M'OuUoch, late Sheriff-Substitute here) 
being of the lower dass, left fuulies in extreme 
poverty.*' The advertisement proceeds — ^"llie 
present calamity is marked bv circumstances 
of unexampled severity. The unfortunate 
sufferers luid been on their way to Tain, and 
had with them any money thev oould glean for 
the oocasion, but this is not aU ; they c<Hisisted 
chieflv either of small traders, who had cash 
or bills to remit to their corre^ondents $ of 
manufacturers having to purchase leather and 
other artides for their respective occupations ; 
of removing tenants who nad converted tiieir 
stock into cash, to be lodged in the Bank of 
Tain; and of recruiting parties having their 
all about them, except i&sr destitute wives and 
families. Hence it appears that it is not the 
loss of useful lives alone that is to be deplored 
in the present case, but the loss of much i>ro- 
perty, stripping the miserable surviving 
families of all they had possessed in the world. 
The advertisement mentions that the officers, 
non-commissioned officers, and privates of the 
Easter Boss regiment of Local Militia, com- ' 
manded by Colonel Madeod of Geanies, had 
contributed one day's pay towards the families 
of the unfortunate suSOEerers, and that before 
any appeal had been made to the puUio on 
their bebaH. The appeal was the remit of a 
public meeting, of wnidi Captain Sutherland 
was chairman and Mr Taylor secretary. 
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Angiuli 18. — ne folloiwinff paraerapb from this 
date shows that the Hightends, even at this 
early date, were beooming a place of lesort :— 
" It is with pleasure we observe ^lat this part 
of tlie oonntrj, as is usual at this seison of the 
year, when our romantic hills and yalleys 
assume their most attractiTe appearance, is 
again beooming the resort of the admirers of 
nature and the friends of im|voTement. Amonff 
our arriyals this week we have to notice Lord 
Oathorpe, Sir William Hamilton, Sir Thomas 
and Mr FVanldin, Brodie of Brodie, William 
Ellis, Esq., M.P. ; Colonel Cameron of Lochiel, 
Ifojor Foster, Mr and Mrs Macallister of 
Strathaird, Captain Ellis, Mr Baggie, Mr 
Ibbertson, Mr Qorthon, and MV and Mrs 
Eraser of Gbrtuleg. Lieut. -Colonel Brodie. 
GoTemor of Fort-Augustus, passed on his way 
to Morayshire." 

September 1. — ^Notice of the death of Major- 
General John Randall Mackensie of Suddtie, 
M.P. for Sutherland, who feQ at Talavera. He 
had previously served at the Cape and in India 
with the Ross-shire Buffs. 

Ibid. — ^The proprietors of " The Duchess of Gor- 
don luTemess Coach" inform the public that 
on and after 4th September their coach would 
only run twice a-week backwards and forwazds 
between Edinburgh and Inverness. " The days 
of their starting from each place will be Mon- 
day and Thursday, at seven o'clock in the 
morning precisely ; and as the days are shorten- 
ing oonsiderablT, tiie paasengers both going and 
coming will have an opportunity of deeping on 
the rMid. Hie coach leaving Inverness will 
get to Dalwhinnie the first night, to Dunkeld 
the second, and to Edfaiburgrh the third even- 
ing; which arrangement will give ladies and 
gentlemen visiting the North an opportunity of 
passing thnrngh the beautiful country between 
Dunkeld and Blair by dkyUght.'* 

September 8. — ^Portdair road from Urquhart to 
Fort-Augustus open to travellers. It is stated 
that upwards of 250 children are attending 
Sundav Schools established by the Hon. 
Colonel Fraeer of Lovat in the parishes of 
Kirkhill, KiltarUty. KOmorack, and the town 
of Inverness. The happiest results had 
attended these institutions since their creation 
in 1803. 

September 16.— ** Died, at Chittledoorg, East 
indies, 8tli Januarr 1808, Lieut. -Colonel Alex- 
aadier Macleod, of the 16tib Regiment Light 
Infantry ; hia death is supposed to be in oon- 
sequmoe of the severe wounds he recelTed in 
the memorable battle of Assaye. He was highly 
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Talaed as a diitinguished officer, and is deeply 
Lunented by hii numeroiu frieads sBod aoquaint- 
anoes. am a mark of their respect, the officers 
oi the corps have erected a tomb to perpetuate 
bis memory.". 

September &.— Amcmff uue cases at the Circuit 
Gonrt, was that of William Mackintosh, a 
trayelling ch^maa, who was ehaiqged with 
wounding a person at Fort^-William " by seven 
severe stabs with a ilighlander^a knife, com- 
monly called a black cork, whereby he lost 
such a quaatity of blood that his life was 
despcured of ; and is still confined to bed in con- 
sequence of these wounds." The prisoner was 
convicted and sentenced to transportation for 
life. A '1>lack cork" was a knife fixed m, ita 
handle, and carried in a sheath. 

September 29.— Francis William Grant, Esq., to 
De Lieutenant and Sheriff-Principal of the Shire 
of Inverness, in tbe room of Sir James Qrant, 
Bart., resigned. 

Ibid.— The Rev. Alex. Wood presented to the 
Church and Parish oi Rosemarkie, vacant by 
the death of lir Alex. Wood, late mimster 
there. 

Ibid. — " Amouff the operations connected with the 
formation of the (>iled<»ian Oanal it will, we 
doubt not, be deemed worthy of notice that the 
River Ness, opposite to Ness Castle, has been 
completely removed from its bed, which is now 
in course of being still farther excavated as a 
part of this magnificent undertaking. The 
grand chain of locks at Muirto^ are nearly 
completed, and the spacious wharf, destined to 
be the bustling scene of trade and commerce, 
is now in an advanced state, and corresiK>nd8 
with the other parte of this stupendous design." 

October 6.— Qeorge Macpheraon-Grant, Esq. of 
Ballindalloch, ekcted member of Parliament for 
the Cottntv of Sutherland, in room of the late 
Ifajor-General* Mackensie of Suddle. 

Ibid.— A collection of £66 made on Sunday at 
the doors of the Church and Chapel of ]5ase 
(East Church) in aid of the British and Foreign 
Bible So<aefy. 

Ibid.— Meetings of Commissi(Hiers of Supply and 
Town Council complained of liie mau service 
between Invterness and Aberdeen. They 
spedally disapproved of a proposal to bring 
ttie post b)r wav of Uuntly **as being inex- 
pedient in itself and highly injurious to the 
towns on the coaet" Representations were 
made throudi Mr CSiarles Grant, M.P. 

October 13.~Jaaies Neild, formerly High Sheriff 
of Buddnffhamshire, virited the town for the 
purpose of inspecting the Jail and Infirmary. 
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It ii noted that he had «pent a consiiterable 
part of his f ortiuie in visiting i>ri«on8 in Britain 
with the humane intention of improving them. 
He contributed £20 for behoof <^ the poor in 
Invernees, and £5 to the relief fund nuaed for 
the Bufferers by the disaster at Meikle Fernr. 
He also gave beds and bed-dothes for the cells, 
and suggested improvements to the Magistrates. 

October 27. — ^Report of celebrations of the Jubilee 
of Georffe m., held on the 25th, the beginning 
of the SOth year of his reign. A dinner was 
hdd in the Nordiem Meetins Rooms, at which 
the Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat presided. 
Several ladies were present, including the Hon. 
Mrs Fraser of Lovat, Mrs Mackintosh of Mack- 
intosh, Mrs Maodonell of Qlexigarry, Mrs Grant 
of Rothiemurchns, and Mrs fraser of Foyers. 
A brilliantly attended ball was held in the 
evening, and the hills were ablase with bon- 
fires. Lord Seaforui, who was Provost of 
Dingwall, gave a breakfast there to the 
burgesses and their families, and there was a 
tenantrv ball a4> Brahani Oastle. There was 
also a ball for the Lovat tenantry at Beauly. 
Public bodies sent loyal addresses. 

Ibid. — Hie attendance at the Northern Meeting 
was smaller than usual, as so many Highland 
families hod lost relatives in the war. The 
Duchess of Gordon was present. 

November 10. — ^Notice of cefebrataoiii of the King*s 
Jubilee at Nairn. There was a dinner, followed 
bv a ball, and the town bells were runs all day. 
Tne Ghairmaja at the dinner was Srodie of 
BoxKlie, Lord-lieutenant of the County, who 
was supported as stewards by lieut. -Colonel 
Rose <^ Ellravock, Major Davidson of Cantray, 
Captain Dunbar of BoeAh, and Captain Alex- 
anaer Falconer. Captain Dunbar carried out 
the arrangements for the ball. In this and in 
other issues there ere notices of celebrations 
at Tain, Dornoch, Fort-William, Ac. 

November 24. — ^Notice of a celebration of the 
Jubilee at Glengarry, which had been delayed 
till the 15th inst, as Colonel Macdonell was 
present oit Inverness on the 25th of October. 
The celebration included " a Royal salute of 21 
guns from wall pieces of antiquity that once 
adorned Invexgoi&y Castle, nlaced on movable 
batteries in front of the famuy residenoe, made 
for the purpose." 

December 1. — ^Electicm of members of Parliament 
for the Countv of Ross, the candidates being 
Huffh limes of Lochalsh and Sir Gharles Ross 
of Balnaf own. Mr Innes had 23 votes and Sir 
Charles &, the former being thus elected. Hie 
vttcancy occurred through the death of the 
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previous renreeentative, Lieut. -General Alex- 
ander Mac^enrie Fraser. Mr limes was sup- 
ported by the Seal orth interest. 

Ibid. — Completion of the locks at Ifuirtown. 

Ibid. — Died, at his estate of Plantation, Huntlj, 
Demerara, on the 25th August last, Robort 
Gordon of Drakies. 

Decembei) 8. — Died, on the 2nd curt, at Avoch 
House, George Mackenzie of Avoch and of 
TowerhUl, London; "a gentleman universally 
beloved and respected for the possession of 
every quality that can adorn and endear the 
husband, parent, and friend." 

Deoembei! 14.— "We fear the Highland road is 
impassable. The Galedoniaai Coach, which 
should have arrived on Wednesday evening (the 
12th.) is still on the road, but where, we Imow 
not." 

December 22.— Advertisement of Edinburgh and 
Abenteen Almanacks, with supplement for the 
Nortu-erp Countiies. Published by J. Young, 
Inverness, and Ettles k Young, Elgin. 

Ibid. — ^The Committee for managing the fund 
collected for the rdief of the sufferers by the 
Meikle Ferrv disaster announce that they have 
paid a dividend (of about one-third of the sum 
subscribed) amountinff to £509 15s. They were 
enabled to grant reUefto 17 widows, 9 husbands, 
96 children under 14 years of age, and 46 
parents or sisters of drowned persons. They 
also defrayed the expense of interring 24 per- 
sons, made an allowance for loss sustainea by 
11 persons saved from the boat, and paid about 
£29 for premiums to boatmen for searching for 
dead bodies. The Committee now state that 
99 persons were drowned, of whom 43 were 
males and 56 females, oind that 12 were saved, 
of whom 4 were males and 8 females. Manv 
handsome subscriptions ware given to the fund. 
The day's pay contributed by the Easter Ross 
Local Militia amounted to £67 13s 9d. 
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No. IV. 

There are several itema of interest in the 
present instalment, but the only one to whioh 
we may direct attention is the death of Sheriff 
Fraser of Farraline. There ia an interesting 
aooount of this gentleman in the la^ Mr 
Alexander Mackenzie's History of the Frasers. 
Simon Fraser was the tenth of Farraline, and 
was appointed Sheriff d the County of Inrei^ 
ness m May 1781. At that time the High- 
lands were in a very unsatisfactory condition. 
Subsequent to the battle of Culloden a band 
of marauders infested the country, and Mr 
Fraser's predecessors in the Sheriffdom, David 
Soiymgeour of Birkhili, and Alexander Camp- 
bell oTDelnie, failed to extirpate them, al- 
though they made repeated endeavours to 
do so. Sheriff Fraser, however, ultimately 
succeeded. Mr Mackenme thus describes his 
methods and their residts : — 

*' When appointed he discovered that the exist- 
ing police was insufficient for its purpose, and 
found in consequence that the only way to protect 
the property of the lieges was by an existing 
Bxrangement to pay voluntary blackmail in money 
or cattle to the bands of robbers who then scoured 
over the Highlands and did pretty much what 
they liked. F«rraline, who for a oounderable 
time served in the army, had left it for the law, 
and at the desire of iu» chief, General Simon 
Fraser of Lovat, set himself to work right 
earnestly to bring about the suppression of the 
unsatisfactory state of things which prevailed. 
With the assistance of a stoopg and courageous 
Highlander, well known in hie day, John Mac- 
kay, messenger-at-arms, Fort-Augustus, and by 
unremitting personal and persistent efforts, 
Shaiff Fraser ultimately succeeded in effecting 
his purpose. Aocompanied by his faithful and 
trusty henchman, he traversed the most inacces- 
sible districts,often incurring great personal danger 
on his journeys. He was more than once fired 
at, and so imminent were the risks he anticipated 
and often incurred that he never traveled on 
these occasions without a brace of loaded pistols 
ready for immediate use. Acting on the well- 
known adage of setting ' a thief to catch a thief/ 
he appointed Donald Mor Cameron, in Leckroy 
of Lochaoer, himself reputed a notorious cattle- 
lifter, as one of the constables of the County of 
Inverness, and thus secured his services on the 
side oi good cnrder in his district. By Donald*B 
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aid tiie wfaqle tribe of Kennedies, who Irred by 
tribute or Uadkmail over a wide range of oonntry, 
were hunted down, one of them bein^ hanged at 
InTerneea, while aeveral more were banished across 
the seas. John llackay traced two notorious 
members of this tribe as f ar ae Callander, and 
by a bold and masterly maiMBUTre captured them 
while carousing there in an alehouse, llackay 
suddenly enteral the room in which they were 
drinking, and peremptorily called on them to 
enrrender, telling them at the same time that 
eaoape was now impossible. They curioasly 
enough believed him, thinking, no doubt, that 
he liAd never dared to oome so far without a 
sufBdent bodyguard, and quietlv allowed them- 
selves to be hand-cuffed, and carried away 
prisoners. Their mortification and rage may be 
imagined when they found themselves the out- 
witted victims of a bold and cleverly-executed 
stratagem by a single unprotected officer of the 
law." 

Sheriff Fraser died at tJie age of 66 QSr Mao- 
kemde savs he was drowned at the ijongman 
while bathing), and was saooeeded by his son 
John, an advocate at the Scottish Bar and 
Deputy-Iieatenant of the County of Inver- 
ness, who sold the estate. John died in 18S8. 
His only son, Simon, died in the same year, 
leaving no issue. 

From the ** Jiwemeee JaurwU.** 
1810. 

January 12.— ''The will of the late Dr Gray, of 
Elgm, whereby he bequeathed £30,000 to the 
town of Elgin for pious purposes, which was 
disputed by his friends, and has been for some 
time past the subject of a Chancery suit, has. 
by a Mto decision 6i that Court, been declared 
valid, and the 4»wn of Elgn found entitled 
to the whole amount." 

January 19.— A woman sentenced to transporta- 
tion for stealing escaped from Inveniess Jail 
by forcing one of the stanchions of the cell, 
and slipping down by a rope. Another 
prisoner escaped from the Jail of Wick. He 
was afterwards captured, but again escaped. 

Ibid.— Married, at Dondonnell House, on the 10th 
curt., the Rev. Thomas Boss, LL.D., minister of 
Lodibroom, to Jane, only daughter of George 
Ifackenrie, Esq. of DundoimelL 

January 26.— A theatrieal oompany drawing lam 
yBdi*"!^^ in Inverness. One special night the 
proceeds were £40. 

Ibid.— The Inverness Regiment of Militia is ap- 
pointed to do duty Jo&itly with the Artillery 
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of the Kinff's Qermaa Legion, over tlie French 
priaonera inien they occupy Portdiefltfir GatUe. 

Februaxy 2. — ^The InyeniBfls Packet for London 
IB adveitiaed at thia time aa *' armed by QoTem- 
ment." The vemA waa to leave Invemeas on 
the 2nd, Fwt-Georore odi the 3rd, and Cromairty 
an the 8th ; and waa to " call off Findhom and 
Bnrghead as aoon thereafter aa poaaible." At 
thia rate of progreaa ahe would have taken a 
long time getting to her destkiation, but it ia 
BtaM in a anbaequent iaaue that ahe azrived 
in London on the 16th, after a quick paaaa^e. 

February 9. — ^The Invemeea-ahire Fanner Society 
adopted a reaolutiooi to wear cloth " of the wool 
of our own growth and manufactured at the 
Invemeaa Woollen Manufactory.*' 

Ibid. — ^The Preabytcry of Invemeaa aent to the 
Britiah and FcNreisn Bible Society the aum of 
£178 198 ll^d. The collectiona are given aa 
follows: — ^Invemeaa Pariah Church, £32 16e 
2d; Caiapd of Eaae, £35 lOa 6d; Kiltarlity 
Pariah, £30 7b 6d; Moy, £11 9a 6d; PeUv, 
£20 Oa 34d; Daviot, £7 7a; KirkhiU, £32; 
Dorea, £9 9a. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on 21at Januarv, aged 75, Jamea 
Fraaer, tenant in Tomovoidt, pariah of Boles- 
kine, " a maa of modest manners and exemplary 
life." He waa one of the Fraser Highlanders 
who diatinguiBl^ed themaelvea at the capture of 
Quebec (1759). It ia noted that within three 
miles round Tomovoidt there were still aur- 
viving five more who had witnessed the capture, 
one of them being Captain Fraser of Bunche- 
gaire, and another. Captain Fraser of Errosie. 

February 23. — ^The Morajrahire Farmers Club 
"entered into the patriotic resolution of wear- 
ing clotii of the manufacture of Measrs Jdin- 
son ft Sim, of Newmill, the only woollen manu- 
facturers in Morayshire.** 

Maidi 2. — Complainta of sheep-stealing, and 
persons appointed as constables to seiucfa for 
and secure offenders. Four persons ^>pomited 
for the County of Inverness. The constables 
were to be armed, and to watch the leading 



March 9.— The Committee of the Meikle Fer^ 
Fund announce that a second dividend of £1000 
will be paid to the relativea of the aufferera. 
The Committee further announce that when 
they have completed tueir arrangements, they 
intend to hand over their minutes and the liat 
of aubacribers, by whose generoaity 170 desti- 
tute persons had been rdieved, to the minister 
of Dornoch, "to be lodged with the Session 
records of the parish, that the whole drcum- 
stanoea attending that dreadful event mav be 
preserved and handed down to posterity." It 



1810] FUe of Inverness Journal. 83 

might be worth while to look for these docu- 
ments. Hie Committee evid^itly carried out 
their work with business-like precision. 

Ibid. — Died; recently at Graigag. in the parish 
of EirkhiU, at the age of 102, James Fnaet, 
farmer. "His remains were Attended to the 
grave by a numerous family, and upwards of 
70 of his mmd and ffreat-grandchildren. He 
possessed Uie use of tOl his faculties to the last 
Lour, had never been confined above two hours 
by illness, never wore any other dress than the 
Highland garb in the course of his long life, and 
was a man much esteemed by his numerous 
acquaintances for his singularly pleasing man- 
ners." 

Ibid. — "Died, at Dornoch, on the 6th curt., aged 
73, Bailie James Boog, of that place, a truly 
honest man." 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Amat, Ross-shire, on the 2nd 
curt, Munro Ross, Esq. of Pitcalnie. 

March 16.— A malignant outbreak of fever in the 
counties of Quthness and Sutherland. Notices 
of this outbreak appear for weeks Kfterwards. 
It was of a severe type. 

March 23. — Another prisoner in the Jail of Inver- 
ness, mcarcerated for forgery, made his escape. 
Hie Magistrates offered a reward of 10 guineas 
for hia apprehension. When he escapedne was 
wearing ''^a light green tartan coat of the Ban- 
nockbum manufacture, a blue waistcoat of 
home-made stuff, with artillery buttons; a 
dark green kilt with red stripes running through 
it, black Cadas hose, blue cloth bonnet, and 
a red comforter about his neck, home-made.*' 
He waa not re-captured. 

March 30. — ^The following advertisement may be 
quoted : — ^'^ Very speedily will be published by 
John Ballantvne ft Co., Edinburgh, kad may 
be had of J. Young, Inverness, and Ettles and 
Youn^, Elgin, "The Ladv of the Lake," a 
poem m six cantos, by Walter Scott, Esq., em- 
Dellished with a portrait of the author, engraved 
by Heath. Printed in quarto in the best man- 
ner by Ballantyne. A few copies are taken 
off on roj^ paper." 

April 6. — ^WooUen factory of Mr James Melvin, 
d^ in F(»rres, burned to the ground. 

April 13. — ^Little girl murdered ai Spevmouth on 
the previous Sundav by a man namea Gillan. 

Ibid. — ** Col(mel Macdonell of Glengarry was pre- 
sented to his Majesty at the Levee on Wednes- 
day se'enniirht, in full Hiffhlaad dress." 

Aj^ril 20.—- "Died, at Erro^, on the 14th curt., 
in the 76th year of his age, Captain John 
Eraser ; a most respectable and worthy charac- 
ter. He served as a light InfantiT' officer 
during the whole of the immortal Wolfe's 

5 
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campoigiui, with whom his activity made him 
mucn in favmir. He alio witnessed his glori- 
ous death." 

April 27. — Subscriptions of £105 intimated for 
the purpose of assisting and finishing an 
Episcopal Chapel in Dingwall, the building of 
which was commenced some years ago. 

May 4. — A number of coins, mostly of Charles 
il. and Queen Anne, found in an old dyke at 
Dalmore, County of Sutherland. 

May 11. — ^Rraort of a meeting of the County of 
Koss, whicn, amons its other proceedings, re- 
solved to petition Parliament for the repeal of 
an Act passed this session, entitled "An Act 
to prohibit the distillatioD, of spirits from corn 
in Great Britain for a limited time." It was 
represented that from inability to dispose of 
grain, it had become very oifficult, if not 
absolutely impossible, to pay the property and 
assessed taxes, as weU as the stipends of parish 
ministers. There was a complaint of the great 
prevalence of smuggling. The meeting also 
asked for further powers in relation to the con- 
struotion of roads and the commutation of 
statute labour, which Parliament afterwards 
granted. 

Ibid.—" Died, at Lochbay, in Skye, 27th April, 
Mr Alexander Qray, officer of Excise ; a truly 
honest officer, who had no pleasure in hurting 
the Revenue or fair trader; mudi and justly 
lamented by his numerous acquaintances. 

May 25. — ^Legacies and donations to the Academy 
of Foitroae announoed to the amount of £324.* 

Ibid. — ^Foundation stone laid of the bridge at 
Contin, in Ross-shire. 

Ibid. — "The County of Nairn, in a very full 
meeting, which was heldl on Friday, the 18th 
curt., unanimously voted an address to his 
Majesty, expressive of their attachment to his 
person, and deprecating riotous and tumultous 
meetings under the pretence of reform." 

June 1. — ^The Freeholders, Commissioners of 
Supply, Justices of the Peace, and other heri- 
tors of the County of Inverness met on the 
30(h inst., and voted a loyal address to his 
Majesty. 

Ibid. — Died, on Saturday the 19tb May, in New 
Cavendish Street, London, Simon Fraser, Esq. 
of Ness Castle, in the 84th year of his age. 

June 15. — A paragraph states that there was then 
standing in the house of Farraline, the seat 
of Simon Fraser, Esq., Sheriff-Depute of the 
County, a rooftree, erected by one of his pro- 
senitors on the day immediately preceding the 
battle of Blar-na-leine, fought between the 
Frasera and Maodonalds at toe head of Loch- 
Lochy. The battle was fought in July 
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1544. The tree or beam, which was of birch, 
was tberefoFB 266 years old. 

June 22. — ^Notices of aheep and wool markets 
reoemtly held at Beauly, Fort-Angnstns, and 
Fort-William. Cheviot wool was sold from 36s 
to 37a per stone ; common wool, 198 per double 
stone; Gheviot ewes at 36b and d7s; and 
CbeTiot lambs at lis 6d and 128. Blackfaced 
wedders bionght from 21s to 23s, and lambs, Ts 
to 98. A later paragraph says that the price of 
blackfaced wedaers should have been given as 
from 24s to 298. 

June 29. — ^The Glengarry Regiment of Local 
Militia marched into Inverness, led by Colonel 
Macdonell of Glenjgarry. Hie corps mustered 
between 700 and «X) men, and it was stated 
that there waa not a man in it who did not 
understand and speak the Gaelic lananiaf^, and 
indeed nrefer it to any other. — ^The Nairnshire 
Local Militia had previously assembled at 
Nairn, under command of lieut. -Colonel Rose 
of Kilravock. They had two stands of 
colours, consecrated by the Rev. Mr Paterson, 
Auldeani. 

July 6. — ^Appreciative notices of the 3rd Regiment 
of Local Militia, assembled at Portree, under 
command of Lieut. -Colonel Madeod, and of 
the Ist Regiment of Koss-shire Militia, assem- 
bled at Duiffwall, under command of Lieut. - 
Colonel D. Sunro. 

July 13.— A handsome stand of colours, given by 
Glenirarry, was presetted to the reeimeiU; at 
the Longman bv lin CSushc^ of Uhisholm. 
Hie Rev. Donald Martin, minister of the Chapel 
of Ease, consecrated the colours. 

July 20. — ^The Glengarry Reoinient reviewed by 
General Lord CaUicart. 'nds officer and his 
staff were afterwards presented with the free- 
dom of the town. A dinner was given in the 
Noopthem Meeting Rooms, and a ball in the 
evening. 

IbU. — ^Foundation stone of the Tain Academy 
laid on 18th curt, by Mr Alexander Baillie, 
late Provost. The site was presented by the 
Hon. David Ross of Ankerville, one of the 
Senators of the CoUese of Justice. 

July 27. — ^The 1st Regiment of Inverness Local 
Militia assembled under command of the Hon. 
Colonel Fraser of Lovat.— The Easter Ross 
Regiment assembled at Tain, under command 
of Colonel Macleod of Geanies. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Inverness, on the 19th inst., 
Mrs Catherine Rose, spouse of the late John 
Rose, surveyor of taxes, daughter of the late 
Duncan Rose, Esq. of Kindeaoe, and niece to 
the eejLebnuted Duncan Fra-bes of Culloden, 
Lord-President of the Court of SeSBioD.** 
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August 10.— <7oloun preaented to the Ist Regi- 
ment of Local liilitia by the Hon. Mrs Fraser 
and Mrs Macphenon of Clnnj. Consecrated by 
the Kev. A. Fraser, senior minister of Inver- 
ness, and chaplain to the regiment. At a later 
date the regiment was reviewed by Major- 
Qenerai Scott, and there was a dinner and ball 
in the Northern Meeting Rooms. 

Ibid. — Mr Oombie, a dentist from Aberdeen, 
announces a visit to Inverness, and states that 
if he meets with encoura^;ement he will come 
regularly once a-year. 

August 17. — A large sum in aid of the Meilde 
Femr Fund collected in Qrenada, and sent by 
Mr G. G. Munro, son of Mr Munro of Poyntas- 
field. The amount in local cnrrenicy was £546 
10s 6d, and in exchange value, £276 14s 6d 
sterling. 

August dl. — ^"On Tuesday the 21st inst., died 
here, Simon Fraser, Esq. of Farraline, who 
filled the important offices of Sheriff-Depute, 
Vioe-Iieutenant, and Convener of the Shire of 
Inverness, and b^ whose assiduity die public 
business was uniformly accelerated', and the 
tianquillitv and welfare of the shire greatly 
promoted for the last 30 years. Perfect master 
of the language, and intimately acquainted with 
the manners and customs of the country, he 
was in the discharge of his duties eminently 
successful in obtaining the esteem and affection 
of all ranks ; and bemg a zealous promoter of 
all public works and institutions, his loss will 
long be felt and his memoty respected- by a 
discerning puUic." This is the entry in the 
obituary, and a local paragraph in the same 
issue makes reference to an impressive discourse 
preached on the Sheriff's death by the Rev. Mr 
Kose in the High Church. The writer adds : 
— ^"In the character of a judge and in every 
other public situation, our late pious and 
worthy Sheriff was deservedlv beloved and 
respected, while his goodness of heart and cheer- 
fulness of temper will be long remembered 
among the circle of his friends." Mr Alexander 
Maclronne, in his History of the Frasers, savs 
that the Sheriff, who lived at Seabank, 
was drowned while bathing at the Lonffman. 
This is not mentioned in the "Journal, but 
the omission does not necessarily imply that 
the statement is incorrect. 

Ib]d.^^how of bulls at Strontian under the 
auspices of the Hiffhlsnd Society. 

September 7. — " On Monday last a mare belong- 
ing to Captain Fraser of Brackla, trottM 
against time from Inverness to Fort-George, a 
distance of 14 mUes, which she performed with 
in 49 minutes, being within 11 minutes 



1810] FiU of Inverness Journal, 37 

of the tune allowed. Several bets were de- 
pendkig upon the iwue, which were won, of 
conne, by those who betted in fayonr of the 
mare." 

Ibid. — Died, at Ramsgate, on the 26th Angnst, 
in the 84th year of his age, Sir Alexander 
Munro of Novar, one of the Comnussioners of 
His Majesty's Customs in Englaiid. — Died, at 
St Thomas, on the 28th day of June kst, 
.£neas Macbean, Esq., younger of Tomatin, 
merchant in Glasgow. 

September 14.— Wifiiam Fraser-Tytler of Aldourie 
appointed Sheriff-Depute of the County in room 
of the late Sheriff Fraser. 

September 28. — James Grant of Bught elected 
Provost of Inverness in room of Thomas 
Gilzean of Bonauchton. 

Ibid. — ^Three young men, sons of neiffhbouring 

rtlemen, drowned off Lochbracadue, Skye, 
the upsetting of a boat. 

Ibid. — ** The Highland piper, who so nobly dis- 
tinguished himself in the battle of Vimiera, 
by playing on the bagpipes as he lay wounded, 
*Up and waur them a , Willie/ has again em- 
barked witii his regiment (the 71st) for Portu- 
gal." 

September 28 and October 5. — ^At the Circuit 
C)ouTt, Alexander Gillan was found guilty of 
the murder of a girl at Speymouth. He was 
sentenced to be executed and hung in chains 
at the spot whore his orime was committed. 
The culprit was only about 19 years of age, 
but the murder was exceedingly cruel uid 
vicious. 

October 5. — At the same Court several women 
from Elgin were convicted of theft and reset 
of theft. The sentence in one case was that 
the woman was to be imprisoned in Elgin Tol- 
booth for the space of one year ; that she was 
to stand in the pillory on the second market 
day thereafter with a label on her breast 
denoting her a "Notorious Thief'; and then 
to be banished Scotland for life. Hie other 
w(Hnen had the same punishment, except that 
tiie label which each of them had to bear was 
"A Resetter of Stolen Goods." 

October 12. — Duncan Munro of Culoaim elected 
Provost of Dingwall. 

October 19. — ^Report of Northern Meeting. An- 
nounced that the Meeting is to hold hereafter 
on the third Monday of October, and to con- 
tinue for the rest of the week agreeably to the 
regulations. For the previous year or two it 
bc^[an on Wednesday. On the motion of the 
Marquis of Huntly, it was unailimouBly resolved 
that all the members should appear annually 
in bloB coats from the lovemeas Woollen 
Manufactory. 
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NoTvmber 9. — Captain ChArles Uraubart, son of 
Mr John UraoJiArt, of the Ordnance, Fort- 
George, was kiUed at the battle of Busaco on 
27th September. Two brothers, also c^oers, 
died some years before, one in Jamaica, the 
other at Portamouth. Captain William Mack- 
intoeh, eon of Mr Mackintoeh, store-keeper at 
Fort-QeoTge, was killed at Bnsaoo. 

November 16.— Alexander Gillan, hanged at 
SpejTmoutli on the 14th, for the murder previ- 
oas& reported. 

Deeeoiber 7. — Opening of Crinan Canal recorded. 

Ibid. — ^Died, on nia passage to India, on the 29th 
i^wjl last. Lieutenant Allan Cameron, of the 
TBth Highlandfirs, son to lieutenant John 
Cameron, of the 6th Royal Veteran Battalion. 
"When little more than sixteen years of ase 
he carried the regimental colours at the battle 
of Maida, and thouffh these were much torn by 
the enemy's shot, he had the good fortune to 
remain untouched. He afterwards served with 
the resiment in Egypt, and aa Adjutant to the 
BattaCon iA Detachmento from the Isle of 
Wight in the Walcfaeren Expedition, where he 
uniortunotelT contracted the fatal disorder to 
which he fell a youthful victim." 

December 14. — Duncan Grant of Bught resigned 
the office of cashier, and boxmaster to the six 
incorx>oratad trades, which ha had held for 54 
years. His son, James Grant, appointed his 
succeesor. 
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In the notes in this issue we find the record 
of the first election of Charles Orant, after- 
wards Lord Glenelg, as memher for the 
Inremess Burehs. His father was at the time 
member for &e County. Both were distin- 
guished men. The son succeeded the father 
in the representation of the County, and was 
for many years a member of the Goyemment. 
He was bom in India, at Kidderpore, in the 
Presidency of Bengal, in 1779 ; was educated 
at Cambridge, and called to ihe English Bar 
in 1807. In 1813 he was appointed a Lord of 
the Treasury, in 1819 Secretary for Ireland, 
and afterwards Vice-President of the Board 
of Trade, President of the Board of Control, 
and Secretary for the Colonies. He sat for 
twenty-four years in the House ol Commons, 
and was raised to the peerage in 1886, with 
the title of Lord Glenelg. He died in 1866. 

Mention is also made in this issue of the 
appearance of the comet ol 1811, which was 
for many weeks a brilliant object in the 
northern sky. Some of our readers will be 
familiar with the fine poem on this comet by 
tne Ettrick Shepherd, of which the following 
stansas may be quoted : — 

"Stranger 6i heayen, I bid thee hail ! 
Shiid from the pall of glory riyen, 
That flashest in celestial gale, 

Broad pennon of the King of hearen. 
"Whate'er portends thy front of fire, 
Thy streaming locks so lovely pale. 
Or peace to man, or judgment dire, 
Stranger of heaven, I bid thee hail !" 

From the **InoemesB Journal,** 
1811. 

January 11. — ^It may be interesting to ffive the 
amount of the collection made fw the Northern 
Infirmary in the Churches of Inverness on the 
first Sabbath of January this year. The total 
amount was £89 13e 3d, distributed as follows : 
English and Gaelic Church, £66 14b 3d ; Chapel 
of Ease, £20 98; Methodist Chapel, £2 IQil 

Ibid.— Died, oo 8th November 1810, on board a 
transport at Portsmouth, and on his return 
from Lisbon, hi oharse of the medical staff 
attending the sick and wounded. Doctor John 
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Madeod, one of the physidaiui to his Mejetty's 
forces, and second son of William ICadeod of 
Luskintyre. He is described as a young man 
of uncommon abilities and extraordinary pro- 
ficiency both in literary and professional attain- 
ments. His death was caused through excessive 
fatigue in attending to his duties. 

January 18.— At a meeting in Edinburgh of the 
Higfaland Society of Sa)tland, a report was 
suMnitted showing ihe progress made in collect- 
ing ancient Celtic manuscripts and materials for 
a dictionary. A letter was read froip Sir John 
Macffregor Murray offering to contribute liberally 
to the expense of such a dictionary from a fund 
ooUeoted in India. The Society authorised a 
sum to be laid out towards the expense of the 
dictionary, and for having the ancient Celtic 
manuscripts collected by the Society transcribed 
and translated. 

Januaiy 25. — A collection for behoof of Bible 
Societies in the Parish Churdi of Urquhart, 
Ross-shire, amounted to £60 12s, including a 
donation of £5 by Sir Hector Ifackenzie of 
Gkdrloch, Bart. The minister. Rev. Mr Calder, 
sent £40 12s to the Scottish Bible Society, and 
£20 to the Edinburgh Bible Society. 

Ibid.— -Died, at ForUWilliam, on the 7th January, 
in the 42nd year of his age, the Rev. John Ord, 
chaolain of the garrison and rector of the 
Grammar School. He is described as a man of 
extensive erudition and an impressive preacher. 

Februarv 16. — ^Report of a dinner given **for the 
purpose of heating, as it is callM, the Mason 
Lodge Hotel, recently taken possession' of by 
Mr Bennet, from Edinburgh.*' The company 
numbered about 70, with Provost Grant as 
chairman and Mr Mackintosh of Holm as 
croupier. 

Februfuy 22. — Died, at the house of his mother, 
Lady Saltoun, in New Cavendish Street, Lon- 
don,* on 10th February, the Hon. Simon Fraser, 
banker, proprietor of Ness Castle. Mr Fraser 
had completed his 23rd jrear. The proper^ of 
Ness Castle devolved on his younger brother, 
the Hon. William Fraser. 
.Ibid. — ^"It may be mentioned as a proof of the 
increasing population of this place that Mr 
Smith, who holds two acres of land at the 
Hauffh, has feued the same for the purpose of 
builoang. The ground being square and well 
laid out, it will form a neat village, which is 
to be called Gordonville." 

March 1 and 8. — ^The death is announced on the 
19th ult., of Sir James C:rrant of Grant, Bart. 
It is stated that he took little part in politics, 
but enjoyed the love and respect of a numerous 
and happy tenantry, to whom he was a most 
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attontiye and indulgent landlord.. ''He had all 
the affections, without any of the pride or any 
of the harahneas of feudal superiority; and 
never forgot, in attention to his own interests, 
or the improvement of his extenaive estates, 
the interests or the oomfort of the people." 

Ibid. — lluree men were conveying several ankers 
of smuggled whisky across the river opposite 
Ness Gtotle. They were pulling the boat across 
with a rope. The river being very high, the 
rope broke, the boat filled, two of the men were 
drowned, and the third was rescued after being 
canied down a mile audi a-half clinging to the 
stem. The spirits were to have been used at 
the wedding of one of the men who was 
drowned. 

ICardi 15. — ^Establishment of a daily mail coach 
between Inverness and Aberdeen. It was to 
commence running on 5th ApriL Inside fare, 
£3 138 6d ; outside, £2 9s. 

April 6. — A statement appears that the proprie- 
tors of the Long Island have not promoted 
emigration, but have encouraged tenants to 
remain. It is stated that the pnbctice of exact- 
ing aervices has been abolished, that the small 
tenants in general hold directly of the proprie- 
tors, and &at all payments of rent are made 
in money. 

Ibid. — ^ne Oaledoniaa Company announce that 
while their coach is to run twice a-week to 
Edinburgh (it seems to have been reduced to 
once a-week in winter), they are to put on in 
June a diligence, to run five days a-week, and 
to perform the journey in two days instead of 
three. Passengers were to be allowed seven 
hours' rest the night they were on the road. 

Ibid. — A carrier announces that he is to make a 

J'oumev once a month between Inverness and 
rort-Williaai. Previously he had only made 
occasional journeys. 

April 12. — ^Road completed between Inverfarigaig 
and the new road to Moyhall. 

April 19. — ^"Tbat highly useful class of judges, 
the Sheriff-Substitutes of Scotland, have at last 
had justice done to them, by receiving an 
addition to their salaries." 

April 26.— At the Circuit Court, two dioemakers' 
apprentices from Elgin were convicted of 
assaulting, stabbing, and otherwise maltreating 
William Taylor, late executioner at Inverness, 
and were sentenced to be transported beyond 
the seas for seven years. Hie attack seems to 
have been made on the hangman for his conduct 
at the execution of Gillan at Speymouth. llie 
report of the execution bears that the unfortu- 
nate criminal was kept waiting on the scaffold 
by the unskiLfuIness of the executioner, 'Vhose 

6 
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ooncern seemed directed to the perquisitee of the 
<^oe more than the bnaineas m which he wu 
engaged.*' There is a tradition that the 
executioner died from the usage he received on 
hu way home, but the short paragraph ffiyen 
to the trial of his assailants only speaSs of 
maltreating. The expression "late executioner^ 
implies no more than that he had been dis- 
missed from his office. If he had died, the 
sentence would have been more severe. 

May 24. — ^Miners brought from Wales by the 
Marquis of Stafford struck on a seam of coal 
at Brora. They hoped to be able to mske the 
working remunerative. This apoarently was the 
first actual proof of the existence of coal 
(lignite) in considerable quantity at Brora. The 
fiiit bore was 230 feet in depth. 

June 21. — ^The Caledonian Coaching Company 
proT^ose to Txm> their coaches by the Highland 
road three times a-week, 'Srith such expedition 
that a person leaving Inverness at six o'clock 
in the morning can with comfort and ease 
get to Edinburgh next day to dinner ; and in 
uke manner from Edinbur^ to Inverness." The 
coach from Inverness reined Dunkeld at ten 
o'clock in the evening, and left at five next 
morninff, reaching Perth in time to catch the 
coach ror Edinburgh. 

June 28. — ^Recorded that Sir James Mackintosh) . 
then Recorder of Bombay, had sent a remittance 
from that Presidency of £627 8s to the Academy 
of Fortrose, where he received his early educa- 
tion. Also that Mr John Forsyth, a son of the 
late William Forsyth, of Cromarty, had sent 
from Calcutta £125; and that (George Gunn 
Munro, treasurer of the Island of Qrenada, son 
of Mr Mtinro of Poyntsfield, and an old pupil, 
had s^t £210. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Inverness, on the 24th, William 
Wilson, merchant in Inverness, and for many 
yean one of its most active Magistrates. 

Ibidi — ^"Died, in the 23rd year of his age. near 
Almeida, on the 5th May, Lieutenant William 
Houston, of the 71st Regiment, a young officer 
of excellent talents, of amiable disposition, and 
of great promise. He fell on ths^ memorable 
day, gallantly leading a division of light In- 
fantry to the charge, and amongst the most 
advanced of his admiring companions. He was 
the only son of Hugh Houston, Esq. oi Creich, 
in Sutherlandshire ; had early discovered a high 
and martial spirit, and embraced the military 
profession with aidonr and enthusiasm." 

Julv 12.— The University and King's College of 
Aberdeen unanimously elected' John TuUoch, 
A.M., of the Inverness Academy, to be conjunct 
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ProfesBor of MathMnaiics with. Mr Duncan in 
the said University. 

July 19. — Ooloure were pieeented by Mn Qil- 
IfuadeirB of Highfield to the first reffiment of 
Ross-shire Local Militia, commanded by Lieut.- 
Colonel Munro of Culcaim, and were oonse- 
crated by Rev. Mr Bethune, of Alness, chaplain 
to thfr corps. 

Auffust 16. — ^Notice of a veteran named John 
Keid, living in the village of Delnies, Nairn- 
shire, who hadi seen prolon^^ service as a 
soldier, and had nearly completed his hundredtli 
year. "ELb entered the 2ndi Battalion of the 
Scots Royals upwards of eighty years ago, and 
fouffht at the battles of Dettingen, Fontenoy, 
Walls, and Culloden. He serv«i also through 
the whole of the American War, and was 
present at the sieges of Quebec and Ticonderoga, 
where he was aeverelv wounded by a musket 
ball, which entered his thigh, and* which it 
was found impossible to extract. This ball he 
means to bequeath as a legacy to one of his 
sons, of whom he has several, all begotten in 
lawful wedlock, and although he married at 
the age of 70, and all of whom are serving their 
King and country." This veteran hod been 
only twice intoxicated during his long life, once 
at the time of his enlistment, and again when 
the news of his Majesty's coronation arrived at 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, where the Royals then 
lay. Mr Madeod, of the Invemess Roval 
Academy, painted his portrait, and intended 
to present it to the Duke of Kent, then Colonel 
of the Royals, in which Reid had served for 
upwards of forty yean. 

Ibid. — ^The 4th or Long Island! Reffiment of In- 
vemess-shire Militia assembled at Benbecula on 
22nd July, under command of Lieut-Colonel 
Maodonald of Staffa. Only two of the rank and 
file were missing, and tliey were supposed to 
have entered the navy. The regiment was 
dressed in the complete Highland garb. 

August 23. — "This place for some days back has 
been the resort of an immense number of per- 
sons of rank and fashion, who at this season of 
the year generally viedt the North for the pur- 
pose of viewing its beautiful and romantic 
scenery." 

Auffust 30.— G^eorge Sinclair of Ulbster elected 
M.P. for Caithness, in room of his father. Sir 
John Sinclair, who had accepted an office under 
the Crown. 

Ibid. — Mr Adam appointed rector of the Inverness 
Academy. 

September 6. — List of subscriptions sent from 
India to the Meikle Ferry Disaster Fund. The 
total sum was 3229 pagodas, and it was stated 
that the value of a pagod4 was 8s 9d. The 



44 Inverness Courier Index, [1811 

money iras traoonitted through Dr Walter Bobs 
Munro, of Oalcatta. 

September 20.— Death aanoimced of Peter Baillie, 
Esq. of Dochfoar, M.P. for the Inverness 
Burghs. "Through some mirtake, the name of 
Evan Baillie, Esq., M.P. for Bristol, was in- 
serted in the obituary of most of our contem- 
porary prints, but we have the pleasure to state 
that, though at an advanced age, that ffentleman 
is in the perfect enjoyment of healm, except 
in so far as it may be affected by so severe an 
affliction as the death of a beloved son." Mr 
Evan Baillie survived until 1836, when he died 
at the age of 95. 

Ibid. — ^In this and other issues there were 
frequent references to a comet which was then 
attracting great attention. 

September z7. — ^Publication of a volume of poetry 
eutitled **Craig-Phadric, Visions of Sensftility, 
Legendary Tales, and> Occasional Pieces," by 
D. Carey. Mr Carey was editor of the 
"Journal^' The price of the volume was 10s 6d. 

Ibid.— Fonndation laid of Lord Maodonald's vil- 
lage of Kyleakin. There was a ceremony, at- 
tended bv the ladies and gentlemen of the neigh- 
bourhood, and followed by festivities on the 
village green. 

October 4. — "Francis Jeffrey, Esq., so well known 
and justly celebrated for his literary and legal 
knowledge, paid a visit to this place on Satur- 
day last, on his way from Kinrara, the beautiful 
and' romantic cottti^e of her Grace the Duchess 
of Gordon. Havinfr viewed the operations of 
the Caledonian Canal, and the delightful scenery 
around Inverness, with which he seemed hig^y 

f ratified, this eminent character set out for 
berdeen, on his way to Edinburgh." 

Ibid.— Died, on 16th August, at Timdow of 
Garthmore, in the parish of Abemethy, William 
Stuart, in his 91st year. He joined the army in 
his youth, went to Flanders in 1743, with the 
42nd Begiment, and was at the battles of Fon- 
tenoy, Lafelt, and the siege of Bergen-op-Zoom. 
He was supposed to be the last survivor of 
those who went abroad with the 42nd in the 
above year. 

October fe.— Report of Northern Meeting, which 
began on Monday, 14th, and continuedi during 
the week. On Friday, about 140 ladies and 
gentlemen sat down to dinner, and there were 
about 200 dancers in the ball-room. Among 
the amusements of the week was a trotting 
match between a pony belongmg to the Mar- 

fuis of Huntly, and a horse belonging to Mr 
OTbes of CuUoden. The pony was the winner. 
*The distance, which was about six miles, was 
performed with apparent ease in twenty-three 
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minates, beiiiff at the x»te of nearlj sixteen 
miles an hour. 

Ibid. — ^Notice of dinner given at Moyhall by The 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh to a distinguished 
party, which included Mr Charles Qrant, son 
of the member for the County, and candidate 
for the representation of the Burghs. "Thoush 
many of those forming the partv were in the 
morning at the distance of 40 miles from Moy- 
hall, yet they idl arrived nearly at the same 
time. One of the dishes at table was a hind 
quarter of one of the blackfaced breed of sheep, 
seven years old, which weighed 80 lbs., and 
Had 2f lbs. of suet. It was fed at Moyhall, 
and proved a delectable treat." The dinner was 
at six o'clock, the party was kept up until two 
o'clock a.m., and the visitors remained for the 
night. In the morning, after breakfast, they 
len, some for Kinrara, and the others for Castle 
Grant. 

November 1. — ^The sixth anniversary of IVafalgar 
was celebrated in Mrs Maclean's Inn, Forres, 
by the Forres Trafalgar Club, on Monday, 2l8t 
October, "a day which will ever be remembered 
by Britons with the highest emotions of 
national pride, regret, and satisfaction." The 
Marquis of Huntly was in the chair, and fifty- 
two members were present. 

November 8. — On the 4th, Charles Qrant, after- 
wards Lord Glenelg, son of the member for the 
County, was electS to represent the Inverness 
Burriis in Parliament, llie election took place 
at Fortrose, on that occasion the returning 
burffh, and in expressing his thanks, Mr Qrant 
decMred that he was utterly- unconnected with 
any political parl^; "ana the privilege of 
making this assertion with truth is one which 
I value too highly ever to resign." The gentle- 
men present afterwards dined together, and 
the hMlth of the new member was proposed by 
Sir William Gk>rdon-Cumming of Altyre, who 
said — ^"I have long been intimately acquainted 
with him. I know him to be a man of staunch 
independence, and venture to predict that this 
day will be always reckoned auspicious for 
the interests of this country." The same even- 
ing a school ball was given, and many of the 
gentlemen honoured the ball with their pre- 
sence, the dance being kept up with great spirit 
until past midnight. 

Ibid. — "On Saturday the Magistrates of this place 
[Inverness] conferred the freedom of the town 
on Charles Grant, Esq. of Wattemish, now 
M.P. ; Sir William Qordon-Cumming of Gor- 
donstoun and Altyre, Baronet; Don^d Mack- 
intosh, Esq., writer, Edinburgh; and Qeorge 
Gunn Munro, Esq. of Grenada." 
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Ibid.— The Gomxnittee of the Meikle Ferry Dis- 
uter Fund announce another distribution of 
money collected. A correspondent in Skj^ very 
kindly sends us a copy of the eircular issued at 
tiie tune, still wonderfully fresh after ninety 
years. The total amount distributed to dace 
was £2909 16s> and- this did not exhaust the 
fund, although the amount of the balance is 
not stated. 

November 15. — On the 8th inst., the tenan^ on 
the Cawdor estates celebrated the maiori^ of 
the Hon. John Frederick Campbell, eldest son 
ol Lord Cawdor. Mr Dunbar Brodie of Burgie 
and Lethen presided, as the nearest relative of 
the Cawdor family present. The Castle was 
illuminated, and the country ablaae with bon- 
fires. 

November 22. — ^The ferry-boat between Fort- 
George and Bosemarkie was overturned on the 
15th inst., with 13 persons on board, and all 
were drowned except 2. There was a strong 
wind against the boat, and a pony on board. 
T3ie boat turned broadside to the storm, and 
a wave burst over and swamped her. One man 
was saved by dinging to the pony, and another 
man by holding to uie mast. A subscription 
was raised for the rdatives of the sufferers, to 
which the officers and men of the 2nd Battalion 
of the 78th, quartered at Fort-Gteorge, con- 
tributed £21 7s 7d. 

November 29. — ^Two new roads completed be- 
tween Bonar, in Sutherland, and the Ord Hill. 
This included the bridge over the Helmsdale 
river. Plan submitted for the mound and 
bridge across the Fleet at the Little Ferry. 

Ibid.— "Died, at Dresden, on the 5th October, the 
Riffht Hon. James, Earl of Findlater and Sea- 
field, Lord Deskford. His lordship's princely 
estates, yielding about £40,000 per annum, 
together with the title of Earl of Seafield, 
devolve on Sir Lewis Alexiuider Qrant of Grant, 
Bart., eldest son of the late lamented Sir James 
Grant of Grant, Bart." 

December 6. — The road from Inverness to Fort- 
Augustus, by Urquhart, completed. The 
original contractor for the road failed, and his 
mxreij. Sir John Campbell of Ardnamurchan, 
had to finish the work. Great praise is given 
to Sir John for the manner in which he executed 
the work, although it involved him in a loss of 
£2000. 
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No. VI. 

In this issue is recorded the death of the 
famous Jane, Duchess of Gordon, who raised 
the Gordon Highlanders. She was in her 
sixty-sixth year — ^not so old as one is apt to 
imagine from the traditions respecting her 
social activity and enterprise. Her Istter 
years were passed in disappointment, suffer^ 
ing from estrangement from her hushand. At 
the time of their marriage the Duke and 
Duchess (Jane Maxwell, '^e Flower of Gallo- 
way") were a singularly handsome couple. 
'The Duke was in his twen^-f ourth year, the 
bride in her twenty-first. Reynolds has pre- 
served some memorial of the youthful beauty 
of the Duchess, and a lovelier profile was never 
drawn.'' For many years she was a brilHant 
leader of society in London, attracting to her 
assemblies wits, orators, and statesmen. She 
made great matches for most of her daughters. 
In I7& the Duchess raised the Gordon High- 
landers for her son, the Marquis of Huntly , the 
two recruiting at every fair m the countiyside. 
Tradition has it that when other arguments 
failed, a kiss from tJie Duchess won ihe recruit. 
In the closing years of her life the Duchess 
spent her summers at Kinrara, in Badenoch, 
livini; first in the old farm-house and after- 
wards in a villa built for her accommodation. 
Mr Alexander Macpherson, in his interesting 
volume on Old Church and Social life in the 
Highlands, says: — 

"Mr Duncan Kacpherson, Eingnssie, the 
venerable 'Old Banker — who died in Febrcnry 
1890, at the Hue old age of ninety-one— vividly 
described the intense interest excited in Badenoch 
by the arrival of the remains of the Duchess in 
a hearse, drawn all the way from London by six 
jet-black Beljopan (horses. At Dalwhinnie, the 
ibst stage within the Highland territory — ^then 
belonging to the familv-^ which the funeral 
cortege arrived, the body of the Dachess lay in 
state for two daya For a similar period it lay 
at the inn then at Pitmain, within half-a-mile 
of KingDssie, and was sabeequently followed by 
an immense concourse of Hiniland people to the 
final resting-place at her beloved Kinrara. Ac- 
cording to her own directions, her nmains were 
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interred in a faironrite sequestered spot within a 
efaort distanoa from Einrara House, far awar 
from tiie noise of the great Baliylon in which 
she died, and within hearing of the plaintive song 
of onr noble Highland river. The spot is marked 
by a granite monmnent, erected by her husband." 

An advertisement of the forest of Glenfeehie, 
under date January 17, may attract attention. 
Scrope, in his 'Days of Deer-stalking/' says 
that this forest 'Vas let in 1762 to Mr Mao- 
pherson of Inrereshie, and continued to be 
rented by that family until 1812, when it was 
purchased from the Duke of Gk)rdon by Mr 
Macpherson of Inrereshie and Ballindallocfa." 
For many years afterwards it continued to be 
pastured by cattle and sheep. 

The year 1812 was remarkable in the history 
of the wars with Napoleon. In that year the 
I>uke of Wellii^on captured Ciu(iad Bodrigo 
and Badajos, and won tne battle of Salamanca. 
In the same year Napoleon undertook his dis- 
astrous campaign to Russia, and in December 
all Europe was ringing with news of the 
destruction of the Grand Army. We record 
little in our Northern Notes except such as 
relatea to the Highlands of Scotland. In 
October and November a General Election 
took place, and we give the names of the 
members returned for constituencies in the 
Northern Counties. Readers will be inter- 
ested in paragraphs relating to the appearance 
of the two Grants, father and son, the one 
re-olected for the County, the other for 
the Livemess District of Burghs. 

From the ** Inverness Journal.** 
1812. 

January 3. — ^Announced that after January 11 
the ooach will run only once a-week between 
Inverness and Perth. 

January 10. — ^"'The <dd mansion house of Dunean, 
which was, for its standing, in excellent repair, 
and occupied by the overseer of the Mains, took 
fire on tne evening of Saturday laat, and was 
burnt to the ground. Every exertion to stop 
the progi«es of the flames proved ineffectual, 
and It waa with the greatest difficulty that any 
part of the fnmifcure was praerved." 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 27th Ueoember, at the ad- 
vanced age of 96 yean, David Fraser, late 
farmer of Barnyards, near Beauly. He served 
as piper to Simon Lord Lovat, and ' — ^^ 
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At the battles of Falkirk and Culloden. Not- 
withstanding his very great age, he retained his 
faculties entire; he was never heard to com- 
plain oi indisposition, and it was only for a few 
days before his death he was oblised, owing to 
deputy, to confine himself to bed. The Hon. 
A. Fraser of Lovat, desirous to show every mark 
of respect to the remains of an old and faith- 
ful servant, ordered both his pipers to accom- 
pany the funeral, on the 13th ult., plaving a 
mournful dirffe from Bamyaids to the place of 
intennent at Kirkhill ; he also generously sent, 
to the burvjnff-ground, a sufficient supply of 
good Highland whisky for the refreshment of 
those who attended the funeral.** 

January 17. — ^Advertisement of the forest of Gl^i- 
feshie, in Badenoch, consisting of 13,706 acres, 
the property of the Duke of Gkntiom. "It is 
ada|^ed either for a summer grazing to black 
eatue, or for shooting ground to a sportsman 
who might wish to preserve the tract for deer, 
mocMT game, and ptarmigan, all of which abound 
in the adjoining nills, and with which it would 
be abundantly stocked in a very short time, if 
carefully kept for this purpose.*' 

February 7. — ^Lieut. -General Archibald Campbell, 
of the late Breadalbane Fendbles, was ap- 
pointed Lieut. -Governor of Fo<rt-Augustus, in 
room of the late Colonel Brodie. 

Ibid. — Died, at Garvamwe, on the 9th January, 
Mrs Janet Maodonald, relict of Alexander Mac- 
donald, Esq. of TuIIochcrombie, and daughter 
of Macdonald of Keppoch. Mr Alexander Mac- 
kenzie, in his History of the Maodonalds, men- 
tions' that Keppoch had two daughters, one 
Katharine, married to John Macdonald of 
Killichonate, and the other, Jessie, married to 
Alexander Macdonald of "Tullochcrom." A 
few years after Culloden one of these ladies 
danced with General Wolfe at a ball at Inver- 



February 14. — ^Notice of the retirement of Sir 
James Mackintosh from the office of Becordter 
of Bombay. 

February 21.— It is stated that 30 to 40 vessels, 
laden with kdp from the West Coast, enter 
annually the port of London. 

Ibid. — "D^ed, at Fort-Augustus, the 11th January 
last.. Colonel G^rge Brodie, late Lieut- 
Governor of that Fort. In the long train of 
military services, in difFereni climates, his 
conduct was marked for strict honour, true 
courage, and warm friendship, which procured 
him high respect and esteem from his brother 
officers. His numerous acquaintances and 
friends will long remember his singular open- 

7 
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8, honesty, and generomty of heart, equalled 
by hfw and «arpaeMd bj none. Sndi waa the 
general regret for and respect shown to this 
worthy mac at Fort-Angustns that after the 
nsoal honours were paid to his memory, when 
his remains were about to be remoyea to the 
family burying-nlaoe at Dyke, the numerous 
attendants would not allow the oofifin to be put 
into the hearse, but ineisted they should carry 
it for some miles, as the last token of regard 
and esteem for their worthy Gk>yemor." 

February 28.—- The Hon. Colonel Fraser of Loyat 
intimated his contract with the Parliamentary 
Commisskmers of Roads end Bridges for con- 
structing the Loyat Bridge across the riyer 
Beauly. He also gaye directions for erecting 
stations on Loch-Neyis, in Morar, for catching 
and curing herrings. 

llaroh 13.— The Easter Boss Farmers' dub, 
established about a jewr preyious, held their 
first ploughing matdi about this time. 

liardi 27.— "A poor woman ds Burghead lately 
purdiaeed half-a^lozMi fresh haddodcs, being 
all that her purse could afford, on opening one 
of which, to her astonishment, she found a 
guinea in gold." 

A^ 3.— Died, at Bridj^eod of Dunbeath, in the 
County of Caithness, on the 20th of March. 
Capt. John Sutherland, a^red 69. He entered 
the army an 1759, and seryed with General 
Wolfe at Louisburg. and the Biege of Quebec, 
and under General Murray at Montreal. For 
nine years he wae captain of the Forss Volun- 
teers. He was interred with militaty honours 
by his own Company in presenoe of a yast 
concourse of people. 

Ibid.— Died, at Flowerbum, on the 19th ult. 
Roderick Mackenzie of Flowerbum, in the 84th 
year of his age. 

April 10.— A correspondent states that the mem- 
bers of the Easter Ross Farmenf Club and 
others in that quarter raised a subscription 
for destroyimt crows in 1811, in? consequence of 
which 6722 were killed. A subscription of the 
same kind was entered into in 1812. 

nnd.— The first Fiars* Court eyer held in Suther- 
land, assembled at Dornoch on 19th February, 
undbr the presidency of Sheriff-Substitute 
Mackid, whose address on the occasion was 
published in this issue. The Sheriff mentioned 
the singular fact that this was the first Court 
of the kind held in the County, saying that 
many reasons might be assigned for the Sheriffs 
haying hitherto oyerlooked the matter, but he 
would not trouble the jury with stating them. 
He dwelt, howeyer, with satisfaction on the 
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fact tha4> juries had rarely to be gimmioned in 
Sutherland, aa crime was scarcely known in the 
GounMr exoept in name. 

Ibid. — ^Ined, on 27tli March, «t Qrantown, John 
Qrant, in his 92nd year. He had lived under 
four lairds <xf Qrant, and possessed a remark- 
able fund of anecdotes and traditions of the 
County. HJB conductod fleets of rafts from the 
fir woods to the sea at Qarmouth, and was at 
one time known as Admiral c^ the Spey, as he 
had charge of all the Glenmore CJompany's 
timber. '*A few years since his leading raft 
struck upon a rock near Kothes, ss his sight was 
failing, and went to pieces; he disappeared, 
but a young man, leading tiie succeeding rait, 
seeing a boat and a boy crossing near them, 
sprang into it, and getting a view of John's 
bead aboye water, brought him out, and he 
soon recovered. Upon his return home, worthy 
Sir James Grant took his promise never to so 
upon the Spey any more, which he sacredly 
kept. Such as have been at Oastle Glnant must 
have observed in the Great Hall a remaricable 
Highlander's full picture, with whiskers, and a 
large crooked saore. This was his father, 
Alnster Moir Grant, attached to the family as 
tne son was, and much regarded by them. Sir 
James Grant dressed him lately in his own In- 
verness-shire Lieutenancy uniformi of which he 
was very proud, and he, for the last time, went 
in them to Castle Grant in September last, to 
pav his dutv to the family." 

April 24. — ^"The most noble Jane Duchess of Gor- 
don died on Saturday the 11th curt., in the 
Pulteney Hotel, London. Her Grace was the 
eUast daughter of Sir Wul Maxwell of Mon- 
reith, Bart., was bom in 17462 and married to 
the present Duke ol G<»don, October 23rd, 
1767, by whom flihe had, now living, one son, 
the jilsirquis of Huntly, and five daughters, 
namely, the Duchess of Richmond, Lady 
Madelina Palmer, the Duchess of Manchester, 
the Mardiioness of Comwallis, and the Duchess 
of Bedford. She had a second son, Alexander, 
who died about four years ago. The remains 
of her Grace were removed from the Pulteney 
Hotel on Fridiit^ last, in order to be conveyed 
to her beautiful seat of Kinrara. I3ie Marquis 
of nuntly accompanies the mournful procession 
to witness her Grace's interment" 

May 1. — ^Foundation stone of the bridge over the 
Beauly laid by Hon. Colonel Fraser of Lovat 
on the 27th nit 

May 8.— There is a short memoir in this issue of 
d^jor John Mackensie Scott, who fell at the 
battle ol Alboem on 16tli May 181L He wis 
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a natiye of Inverneas, eldMt son of William 
Scott of Seabank, and entered the army at the 
age of 17, being appointed ensign in the /bth 
by his relative. Lord Seaforth. Major Scott 
had an active and distingaiahed career. 

May 29.— On Monday, the 11th inst., the remaiDs 
of the DucheM of Gordon were interred at Kin- 
raca, in complianoe with her own denre, 
expressed at different times daring her life, 
and more earnestly on her deathbed. Twenty- 
three days were oooapied in the journey from 
London to Pitmaisii, where the procession 
acrived on Saturday tbe 9th. The most grati- 
fying marks of civility were shown to the 
attendants in all the places through which they 
passed. The Marq[ni8 of Hnntl^r, who had never 
left his mother during her last illness, left Lon- 
don with the procession, but came by a diflerent 
route to Scotland to meet and join it on the 
borders of his father^s property at Dalnaoardoch, 
in Perthshire. At an early hour oo the 11th 
the body was moved from Pitmain and con- 
signed to the grave. There was a large attend- 
ance of gentlemen and a great concourse of 
people from the district. 

Ibid. — ^Memorial sketch of Lieut. -Colonel Wildam 
Campbell, who was mortally wounded in the 
moment of victory at the head of the 78th 
Regiment in the attack on Fort Gomelis, Island 
of Java. He was the third son of John Camp- 
bell of Ensay. He was advanced some paces 
before the 7Sfth and in the act of turning round 
to cheer them on to the assault whm he was 
struck down by grape shot^ 

June 5 and 12. — ^These two numbers contain a 
biographical account of General Mackenzie 
Fraser, who was bom in 1758, and saw distin- 
ffuished service with the &id Battalion 73rd 
Highlanders and the 78th Highlanders. He 
also commanded the eoroedition to Egypt in 
1807, and a division under Sir John Moore in 
1809, being present at the battle of Corunna. 
He served in the Walcheren Expedition, was 
invalided home, and died on 13th September 
1809, at the age of 51. He was M.P. 
lor Cromarty from 1802, and for Boss- 
shire from 1806 until the date of his 
dieafth. General Mackenzie Frasehf waA born at 
Tore, in the County of Ross. He was a 
younger son of Colin Mackenzie of Kilcoy, sad 
was bom after his father's deuth. His mother 
was Martha Fraser, eldest daughter of Fraaer of 
Inv^raUochy, in the County of Aberdeen. In 
1803 he acquired the estate of LiveraUochy by 
the settlement of his mother, and added the 
name of Fraser to has paternal surname. A 



1812] File of Inverness Journal. 53 

fine portrait of General Mackenzie Fraaer ap- 
pean in Major Davidson's History of the 78th 
Regiment, recently published. 

June 12. — ^The contractors for constructing an 
iron bridge across Bonar Ferry had succeeded 
in laying the foundation of the water abutment, 
"contrary to the expectation of all those who 
are acquainted with the obstacles whidi the 
depth and strength of the current presented." 

Jul^ 3. — On Wednesday, 30th June, the Roy. 
Simon Fraser was ordained by the Presbytery 
of InvemesB. 

Ibid.— "On the 24th ultw, died, at Struy, Strath- 
glass, Mr James Hose, officer of Excise, who by 
a conscientious discharge of every duty^ public 
and private, rendered himself the object of uni- 
versal regard. His funeral was attended by 
upwards of 2000 persons, among whom were 
many of the first rank, who affectionately bore 
his remains on their Shoulders from his house 
at Struy to the place of interment at Kirkhill, 
a distance of at least twelve miles." This was 
a real Highland funeral, and given to an 
Excise officer. 

Julv 10. — ^WiUiam Raff, son of a merchant in 
Forres, drowned while bathing in the river 
Findhom. He was in his 17th year. 

Ibid. — ^Thomas Telford, the engineer, then resid- 
ing at Glachnabarrv, sends an eulogium on 
John Leyden, from the pen of General Malcolm 
— "My respected friend and schoolfellow,'* as 
Telford calls him. The tribute originally ap- 
peared in the "Bombay Courier." 

July 17.— Mr James Bobert4M>n announces that, 
having purchased the grocery business so long 
oairied on by Mackintosh, inglis, & Wilson, 
ha has assumed as his partners Bailie John 
Mackenzie, Mr Hugh Innes, and Mr John 
Ferguson, and that the business will be con- 
ducted under the firm of Robertson, lunes, and 
Co. He mentions at the same time that Mr 
Ferguson had been long associated with him in 
the wine trade. 

Ibid. — ^Died, lately, in the parish of EJlockl^ldo, 
County of Elgin, an eccentric character known 
as Red Jean, or Jean Roy. She disliked her 
own sex, and always pretended to be a man, 
wearinff a kilt, jacket, and blue bonnet. She 
ffeneraUy worKed as a day labourer. 

July 24.— ^On Tuesday, 21st curt., the majority 
was celebrated of the Hon. Wflliam Macken- 
zie, Master of Seaforth. 

August 7. — Account of a gallant action by "our 
countryman, Lieut. Warraod, ' who commanded 
his Majesty's schooner Sealark, 10 guns. Beiiur 
off Start Fdnt on 2l8t July, lieut. Wanand 
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Imlkmed that a large lugger mm ohaamg and 
firing at two mercbaDt vessela. He immecuatelj 

S¥e chaie, and after a shacp action, cultured 
d lugger. The enemy proTed to be the Vilk 
de Caen, Captain Oocket, of 16 guns and 75 
men, belonging to St Maloei. tihe had sailed 
from the Isle of Baa the day before. The Sea- 
lark had seyen men killed, and twenty-three 
wounded, among the latt^ the gallant Lieu- 
tenantw Hie frenchman had her captain and 
fourteen men killed, and sixteen wounded, 
lieut. Warrand was promoted to the rank of 
Master and Commander in consideration of his 
braverv and ^ood conduct. 

Ibid. — An English provincial paper contained the 
following paragraph : — ^"A cast iron bridge on 
a new phn is now reared for public inspection 
by Mr Haaeldine, in front of his foundry at 
Plaskynaston, where it forms a new object of 
aittraction and wcader to the yisitors of Llan- 
gollen Vale and the Aqueduct. This stupendous 
bridge is oonetnicted for the purpoee of being 
erected at Bcmax Ferry, oyer tna Dwnoch Firth, 
and will connect the ooun4ae8 of Ross and 
Sutherland. It is a single arch of 150 feet in 
span, the main ribs are 3 feet wide by 2^ feet 
thick, and the roadway is supported by them 
in lozenges. The design is by T. Telford, Esq. , 
and the abutments are building by Mr Simpson, 
of Shrewebuty, and Mr Cargil, of the Cale- 
donian Canal." The bridge was at this date 
on its wa'y to Bonar. 

Ibid.— A fidiery officer was placed at Tobermdiy 
for the oonyenience of the ooato engaged in the 
herring fishing. 

Ibid. — A allow of live stock was held at Bridgend of 
Alness on the 4th by the Wester Boss and 
Easter Ross Farmer Clubs. 

August 14.— Hie Morayshire Farmer Club held 
a show [presumably at Elgin] to enoouraffe the 
imTvovement of the breeds of black cattle and 
drauffht horses. After the show a party of 60 
dined at Pearey's. The Duke of Gordon was 
present, but his son, the Marauis of Huntly, 
occupied the chair, with Balllnaalloch as crou- 
pier. '*His lordshdp gave an excellent turtle, 
dressed by his own cook in the higheel perfec- 
tion, and some of the finest old cheese and High- 
land whisky that had ever been tasted by the 
Club." The Duke of Cordon presented to the 
dub a silver cup bearing an engraving of a 
li, with the motto, "Gm speed the plough." 



*he prise at the show for the heet bull was 



Toe pnae at the show for the best bull was 
awaraed to Sir William Gordon Cumming, 
Bart, of AltVte. 
August 28. — Gratification is ezpreaaed at the 
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proBpect of aa abmdaat hanreet through the 
whole country. "Neither blight, smut, mil- 
dew, or any other injurious visitation has yet 
been witnessed." 

IlHd.— "Died, on the Sth June last, at his estate 
in Demdneura, Alexander Macrae, Esq., a mem- 
ber of the Court of Policy of that Colony, and 
chief of the respectable and ancient family of 
his name in the Highlands of Scotland." 

September 4.>-"Sabbath last, the Rev. John Mac- 
donell, of Forres, ba^ised the infant son of the 
Rev. Dr Brichan, of ujke, by the name of Wel- 
lington." 

Ibid. — Lieutenant and Adjutant James Davidson, 
of the 27th Regiment, killed at the battle of 
Salamanca, was second son of John Davidson, 
collector of the Land Tax of the County of 
Caithness. Another son, Captain Sinclair 
Davidson, of the 79th Regnnent, fell while gal- 
lantly leading his company to victo^ at the 
battle of Fuentes d'Honore. Both were officers 
of great promise. 

September 18. — ^At the Circuit Court, held on the 
iSth, Lord Hermandl presiding, a mao named 
Rob^ Ferguson, a cartwright, wns tried for 
the murder of Captain Ohanes Munro, of the 
42nd Re^ment, at a smithy in the parish of 
Resolis, Koss-shire. Captain Munro entered 
the smithy about five o'clock in the afternoon 
on the 2nd of June. Ferguson entered shcMy 
afterwards, and began to swear at the Captain, 
who pushed him out. Returning with an open 
knife, Fer<ntson plunged it into the sid^ of 
Ckptain Munro, who died the following even- 
ing, remarking before he expired that "He 
wished he had fallen on the field of battle." The 
accused was convicted, and sentenced to be 
executed at Inverness on 30th October. 

September 25.— "Died, on the 19th ult., at Qib- 
raltar, wbn« he had resided for half a c enUA y 
as an eminent merchant, John Smith, Esq., 
aged 75, and formerly of Inverness. His re- 
mams were followed to the (prave by all the 
chief civil and military authontiee of the garri- 
son, who were equally anxious to pay him that 
compliment which his long respectable life so 
justly entitled him to." 

October 9. — Proclamation dissolving Parliament 
and calling a new one, the writs made return- 
able on 24th November. It is announced that 
Sir James Mackintosh, who was expected to 
stand for the county of Nairn, could not come 
forward, as he had not been infefted a sufficient 
length of time to allow of his being admitted 
to the roll of Freeholders. Mr Innes of Lodi- 
alsh had declined to offdr himself agaui for the 
County of Ross. 
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October 16. — ^Ifr J. P. Grant of Bothiemorcliua 
elected one of the representatiTes for East 
Grimsbj. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manae of Urquhart, Boas- 
shire, on the Ist October, in the 64th year of 
his age and 38th of his ministry, the Rev. 
Charles Galder, minister of Urqnhart, a man 
eminently devoted to his diyine Master^s ser- 
vice. A short memoir beaf s testimony to the 
niety, talent, kindliness, and ministerial use- 
fulness of "Mr Galder. "His correct classical 
task, refined by early, assiduoufl studv, gave a 
sunerior polish to his compositions, which were 
always distinguished for elegance and ingenuity, 
and served to commend, to the most fastidious 
ear, the weighty sentiments which he drew, 
pure and genuine, from the sacred fountain of 
truth." 

October 23.— The man RobM Ferguson, convicted 
of murder, was respited for fourteen days, on 
account of the electiom of a member for the 
Burghs on the 30th, and of a member for the 
County on the ¥Viday following. 

Ibid. — The ingathering of the crops, whidi pro- 
mised to be so plentiful, was greatly delayed 
by unfavourable weather. Even in the 'low 
countrv" tiie crop wns far from being secured. 

Octobeip ^.—Freedom of the burgh conferred on 
Sir James Mackintosh. It is not stated that 
Sir James was present. 

Ibid. — Colonel Rose of Kilrav(x*Jc elected member 
of Parliameoit for the County of Nairn. Sir 
James Dunbar of Boath, who proposed to come 
forward, waived his claims in favour of Colonel 
Rose. 

Ibid. — ^The Northern Meeting was held the pre- 
vious week, and largely attended **Owing to 
the unfavourable state of the weather, the sports 
of the field afforded but little eDJoyment ; this 
was, however, fully compensated by the social 
int€hxK>ur8e of the festive board and the bril- 
liancy of the ball-room. On the last night of 
this gay scene, the Hon. Colonel A. FrMe^ of 
Lovat and his amiable lady entertained! a select, 
thouffh vexy numerous, party of the ladies and 
gentlemen who attended the Meeting at their 
beautiful residence called the Barracks, in the 
immediate neighboiMiood of this place, and 
from which they reluctantly cBeparted at an 
advanced hour of the following morning." 

Ibid.— On Wednesday, 21st inst., the anniver- 
sarv of Trafalfl^ was celebrated at Forres. The 
Duke of Gk)rdon was in the chair, and the Mar- 
quis of Huntly croupier. Sir James Mackintosh 
was also pfnesent. The Duke of Gordon pre- 
sented a silver cup to the Club, inscribed^"In 
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memory of Lord Nelson's victories of the Nile, 
Copenhagen, and Trafalgar." The Rev. Mr 
Gk>rdon, Benfif, also presented a handiBome 
brtmze medal, beating a likeness of Lord Nel- 
son. 

November 6. — ^The election of a member for the 
Inverness Burghs took olaoe on the previous 
FViday, when Obarles Grant, yr. of Wattdr- 
nish, was unanimonaly dioeen. On hia election, 
Kr Qnmt addressed nis constitnents in a speech 
whidi runs to three columns of the paper. It 
was a powerful and eloquent address, rather 
more oniate than we are accustomed to now-a- 
days, but animated and lofty in tone, and 
marked bv felicity of phrase. The member 
strongly defended a vote which he had recently 
given m favour of Catholic emancipation, or 
tather in favour of an inquiry to ascertain 
whether tbe Catliolic claims couldl be safely 
conceded. He also spoke in indignant terms 
of the recent assassination of the Irime ICiois- 
ter, Ifr Perceval. The closing sentences of this 
passage may be quoted as a specimen of the ad- 
dress:— "Who/* he asked, "can forget that 
eloquence, not perhaps of the highest ordcir, 
yet distingnishea by traits of greatness ; not, 
perhaps, measured in its march nor nurtured in 
the shady qwoes of philosophy, yet keen, active, 
pooetawtmff; admnsaUy fitted for combat, 
pliable in its movements, invincible in debate, 
tnumphant in reply — that eloauence which, 
without courting tne flowers of tancy, was yet 
sometimes elevated to a sublime height by the 
mere force of inward sentiment, by uie intense 
conviction of an inward and high-toned princi- 
ple? Well do I remembet the indignant tones 
in which, but a few nights before bis death, 
he asserted the cause of the Constitution ; when 
in allusion to the disturbances wbich have dis- 
graced Euffland, in a speech literally carried 
along by t£e acclamations of an admiring audi- 
ence, he reprobated the opinion of those who 
recommended delay in tne use of ooerdve 
measures, when he ezdaimed, 'Shall we await 
to see who is the next victim of assassination?* 
Gentlemen, his murderer was then in the 
House of Commons. Those wdids were at that 
moment ringing in the ears of him who was 
destined to make them propbetic." After his 
ejection, Mr Grant gave a splendid entertain- 
meot to the leading inhabitants of the town 
and neighbourhood, upwards ol a hundred being 
present. 

Ibid.--On October 29th, Colonel Frauds William 
Grant of Grant was unanimously elected mem- 
ber for the County of Elgin, and on the 3(Hh, 
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Patrick Milne of Oimmongote mm elected for 
tlie Elgin District of Burghs. On the 30th, 
Hugh lanes of Lochalsh was elected for the 
Nortbem Burghs, and' on the 28th, James Mac- 
donald (no designaticMi given) was elected for 
the Oounty of Sutherland. On the 2nd» Robert 
Abercromby of Birkenbog was elected for the 
County of &anff. 

NoTember IS. — On the previoua Friday, Mr 
Caarles Qrant of Watemuh (father of the burgh 
membel^ was unanimously re-elected memMr 
for the County of InTemesa Mr Qront's speech 
on the occasion is reported at Si length of two 
columns. Though not so eloauent as his son*s 
addiress, it is compact and weU expressed. Mr 
Grant considered that there was no alternatiye 
to the war with France. Any peace with 
Napoleoo would be a false and hollow peace, 
fatal to u«. "We alone," said Mr Grant, "stand 
erect amidst the wreck of nations, llie rest 
of Europe has been compelled to bend to a ruth- 
less despot." The speaker also defended the 
▼ote he had given in favour of an inquiry into 
the Catholic claims. "Into this inquiry lie was 
willing to go, though he confessed the temper 
which the Catholic body, or at least those dde- 
gated by them, had of late shown wa« not 
encouraging. They urged their claims io an 
imperious spirit, which treated even previous 
inquiry as injurious to them." In his dosing 
speech. Mr Grant said "that during the ten 
years he has sat in Parliament, he had not 
asked or received anything for himself Obr any 
one belonging to him from any administration. 
The advantages he had acquired m life flowed 
from that service to which he had been from 
his eariy years attached: his highest honour 
from the (Xfice to which he had that day been 
nominated. Feeling the employments of active 
life still easy to him, it had been a gratification 
to him to renew the tender of his servioee to 
the county, and he was still more gratified by 
the geneirous manner in which the Freeholders 
had been pleased to accept them." After the 
electioo a dinner was given, «t which Col<mel 
Fraser of Lovat presided. 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a reitort of the 
contested election for the County of Ross, which 
took place at Tain on the 3rd inst. The can- 
didates wrae the Hon. WiUiam Frederick Mac- 
kenzie, eldest son <tf Lord Seaforth, and Sir 
Charles Ross of Balnagown. The Hon. Wm. 
Mackenrie was elected by a majority of 17 
votes, 29 freeholden having voted for the suc- 
cessful candidate, and 12 for his opponent. 

Ibid.— The dignity of batmnet was conferred on 
.tineas Madtintoah of Mackintosh. 
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Ibid.— Whafc was called the Nairnahire Meeting, 
a county assodatioii of natives in London, dined 
on uie oth at the City of London Tayeim. The 
members present drank to the memory of the 
late Kr Straith, the burgh 86hoolma8ter, by 
whom most of them had l^em educated. 

Ibid. — "Died, at Bu^ht, on the 4th ciirt., Duncan 
Graait of Bught, m the 82nd year of his age. 
His funeral was attended by every individual 
member of the six Incorporated trades of In- 
verness, who to show their attachment to the 
remains of their cashier for the long period of 
66 years, insisted on carrying his Ixxiy to the 
place of interment." 

November 20. — Robert Ferguson, the murderer 
of Captain Mun'ro, was executed on the 13th. 
The place of execution is not mentioned, though 
it is stated that there was a great concourse 
of spectators. The prisoner adc&esaed the mul- 
titude in Gaelic, acknowledging the justice of 
his sentenoe. "He then made many suitable 
reflections on his own situation, and stated that 
till some time after he was confined in the prison 
of Inverness, he had not access to the Sdrip- 
tnres ; that, by the benevolence of well-disposed 
persons in Inverness, he was soon taugnt to 
read, and that ever since the Word of Qod had 
been his only comfort." Ferguson had been in 
prison for about five months. He was attended 
to the 8ca£Fold by the Rev. T. Fraser and the 
Rev. D. Martin, ministers of Inverness. 

Ibid. — The bridge of Bonar is officially declared, 
"finished and complete," and open to travellers. 

Ibid.— "On Tuesday last, Mr Charles Grant, M.P. 
for the burgh, oave a ball and supper to a 
numerous aasemblage of beauty and fashion 
from this and the neighbouring counties." 

Ibid. — ^Report of a dinner on the election of Mr 
Canning for Liverpool. The chair on the occa- 
sion *Vas most ably and respectably filled by 
John Gladstone, Esq," the father of William 
EwaH Gladstone. 

November 27. — ^"Died, at Ness-side, having nearly 
attained his 88th year, Pfiineas Mackintosh of 
Drummond, many years Provost of Invemesc. 
The kindness and gentleness of his disposition, 
the ijrfoanity of his manners, and the goodness 
of his heart, will endear axsd perpetuate his 
memory to his numerous acquaintances, while 
his death must prove a source of sincere re- 
gret to all his fnends andl nelations." 

Dumber 4. — ^The weather is again reported as 
extremely unfavourable, and the harvest not 
yet over "in the inteikiial parts of the country." 

December 11. — ^"Duncan George Fmrbes, Esq. of 
CuUoden, has presented the Rev. John Mae- 
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donald, minister of the Gaelic Gbapel in Edin- 
burgh, to the church and pamfa of Urquhart, 
PresDvtery of Dingwall, Tacant by the death 
of the last incumbent." This warn the beginning 
of the ministry in Forintosh ol Dr Maodonald, 
"the AposUe of the North." 

December 25. — ^The leading article in this issue is 
headed— "Most GUorious Newsl Total Defeat 
of the French Army in Russia. ** Previous issues 
contained long accounts of the disastrous cam- 
paigD of Napoleon in Russia. 

lUd.— "Married, at Edinburgh, on the 16th De- 
cember, James Gooden, Esq., merchant, Lon- 
don, to Miss Ghisholm, daughter of the late 
Alexander Chisholm of Ghisholm, Esq." 



The following paragraph appears in James 
Suter's Memor«biliai:--"1812.~Head of Church 
Street widened. Expense, £600, paid by the 
Burgh. On the site of some old houses, pulled 
dofwn at this period, the fine structure called 
GeO^afB Building was erected." 
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The year 1813 brought to a climax the great 
Continental war with Napoleon. The destruc- 
tion of the French Army in Russia in 1812 
undermined the power of the French Emperor, 
and during the year 1813 he was making super- 
uuman efforts to meet the Allied nations. His 
overwhehning defeat at Leipsic in October 
ensured his overthrow, although his abdication 
did not occur till the following year. In 1813 
Wellington was steadily advancing throu^ 
ihe Peninsula, driving Soult before him. At 
the same time Britain was involved in a war 
with the United States of America, which 
began tne previous year. The ri^t of search 
was the question in dispute. ^The British 
claim to board American vesseb and remove 
all who were suspected of being English sub- 
jects, was certainly a monstrous excess of 
power ; but if the Democrats, on acceding to 
office, had exhibited as mudi willingness as 
their predecessors to give up deserters from 
the British flag, it is probable that the alleged 
right of search would have led to no more 
difficulty under the rule of Jefferson and Madi- 
son than under that of Washington and 
Adams. England took the law into her own 
hands in far too dictatorial a manner; but 
she had a real grievance. The Democrats 
were always opposed to the surrender of British 
seamen. They saw that the loss ci her sailors 
was weakening England, and in an equal de- 
gree strengthening America ; and they desired 
to promote both results by every means in 
their power. Thus out of a conflict of in- 
terests arose the war." (Cassell's History of 
the United States.) It will be seen that in 
course of the year an American privateer did 
some damage to shipping on the Northern 
coasts of Scotland. 

From the " Invemeu Journal," 

1813. 

January 1. — ^The news of the astounding loss of 
the French army in Russia continues to be the 
great topic tor comment. Bonaparte now, as 
alway8-H>ut now more than ever — figures as 
a despot and destroyer, the scourge of the 
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hnmttn race. It ii related with, satusfaction 
that he skulked into Paris at night like a 
deserter, leavins the miserable remains of his 
army far behind at Smorgoni and Wilna. 

January 15. — At a County meeting on the 8th, 
at wnich the Hon. A. Fraeer of Lovat presided, 
it was resolved to raise a subscription for the 
relief of the suffering people of Russia. At 
a town meeting on the 11th — ^Provost Grant in 
the chair — a similar resolution was adopted. 

Ibid. — ^The death is announced* of the Right Hon. 
A. Fraser-Tytler, Lord' Wbodhouslee, one of 
the Judges of tiie Court of Session end of 
Justiciary. "He formerly held the important 
situations of Deputy Judfl»- Advocate for Soot- 
land, and Professor of History in the Uni- 
versitjr of £dinbuVg<b; and was appmnted 
a Judge of the Court of Session in 1802, and 
of Justiciary in 1811. His lordship was 
author of eeveral valuable works, both in law 
and polite literature. He was distinguidiied as 
an able and upright Judge, and' an elegant 
writer." 

January 29. — ^The Magistrates and! Town Coun- 
cil of Inverness, ''with a due regard to the 
distresses of the lower classes," resolved to 
grant a premium of one shilling for every boll 
of meal brou^dbt into the Inv^mess Market for 
the ensuing six months. 

February 5. — ^Mr John Macandrew was admitted 
a practitioner in the Sheriff, Commissary, and 
Burgh Courts of Inverness. 

February 12. — The whole of the First Regiment 
of Local Militia, oommandted by the Hon. 
Colonel A. Fraser of Lovat, volunteered their 
services for a further period of four years, 
and that without any bounty. In the next 
issue it is stated that the complement of the 
regiment was 1000 ; that not a man was above 
30 years of age; and that the Office'i^Com- 
manding had been obliged to decline the ser- 
vices of hundreds who had come forward be- 
yond the number required to complete the 
x^gimentL 

Ibid.— A number of persons detected in malting 
and distilling contrary to law were brought 
before the Juatioes of Peace and fined. Some 
of the distillers were fined as high as £60, and 
none less than £20. It was stated that smug- 
eling was carried on to an enormous extent. 

February 19.— A number of sheep farms on the 
estate of Glengarry advertised to let. 

Ibid.— "Died, at Scofriebreck, in the Isle of 
Skye, in the 87th year of his age, Malcolm 
Kicolson, Es^., who, with his predecessors, 
lineally and without interruption, possessed that 
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farm for many centuries back. He was pos- 
sessed of universal benevolence and dianty, 
beloved and esteemed by bis family, in wbicb 
be presided as an affectionate bnsband, a 
dutilol latber, and faitbfnl friend, and his 
amiable hnd endeairing Qualities will be long 
remembered and respectea by a numerous circle 
of bis friends and acquaintances/' 

February 26.~Died, at FoVtrose, on tbe 18th 
inst., the Rev. Andrew Bonniman, A.M., 
rector of the Academy there. Tribute is paid 
to his talents, his solid acquirements, and un- 
remitting attention to duty. 

Tbid.— ^t Hadley, in the County of Herts, Mrs 
Mary Humberston IfiackeuBle, widow of the 
late Major Mackenzie, and mother of Lord 
Seaforth. 

March 12.— It is announced that Sir John Mac- 
giegor M<ntTay intends to present a copy of 
Stewart's Gadic Qrammar, lately puUished, 
to the Schoolmaster of every Highland parish 
in Scotland. l^ose intended for schools 
throughout the North had already been for- 
wastied. 

Ibid.— On the Sunday previous, while the people 
were assembling in the CSiurch of Bosskeen, 
a pairt of the loft, which was crowded, yielded 
suddenly with a crash, exciting the greatest 
alarm. In endeavouring to escape, many 
persons were trampled down and dreadfully 
bruised. Two women subsequently died, and 
others were said to be in a hopeless condition. 

April 2. — ^In a circular' ktter, addressed to the 
Lordb-Lieutenant of the different counties. Go- 
vernment gave notioe that after the 24th insl . 
the services of the greater part of the Vohm- 
teer infantry of the oountry would be dispensed 
with. 

April 16. — A long meeting of Directors of the 
Royal Academy to discuss charges brought by 
a correspondent sicning 'Invemessicus.'' 

May 7. — ^It is stated that a building in a central 
mrt of London, namely, in Cross Street, 
Hatton Garden, had been purchased for use as 
a Gaelic Chapel, 'Vhersin divine service is 
now regularly performed by an ordained 
clergyman, agreeably to the forms observed 
in the Highlands." Tbe Duke of Sussex (Earl 
of Inverness) and the Hon. Colonel Fraser of 
Lovat each gave a hundred guineas to the funds 
for the chapel. 

May 14.— The Rev. Thomae Bain, A.M., ap- 
pointed rector of the Fortrose Academy. 

Ibid. — ^At the Balnagown sale of cattle on the 
10th inst., a yeariing bull sold for upwards of 
i^26r a two-year-old for upwards of £42, and 
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WTeral heifers for £16 and £17 each. "This 
breed of Highland cattle has been broQffht to 
great perfection on Balnagown Farm, and their 
reputation is so high that <me bull and two 
heifers were purchawd to be sent to Hudson's 
Bay, and several to the most distant parts ol 
Scotfand." 

May 27.— "On Friday the 20th last month there 
was launched at Stomoway, witnessed by a 
gfreat concourse of people, a fine new brig, 
about 200 tons burthen, the largest vessel ever 
built in the Hebrides. She went into the water 
in the finest style, and immediately on her start- 
ing was with the uaual ceremonies honoured 
with the name of Lord Macdonald." 

May 28. — Died, at Inverness, on the 22nd, at the 
affe of 45, Colonel John C. Halket Craigie, 
Commanding the Northern Military District. 
He aeems to have served in the district for 10 
^ears, and was o^reatly respected. 

Ibid. — ^"An act of intrepidil^' was performed at 
Portsmouth on Monday se'enight, which we 
have peculiar gratification in noticing. Three 
officers of the Jiivemess Militia were m a plea- 
sure boat, and when sailing between the prison 
ships, a sudden current of wind upset the boat, 
which having heavy ballast, immediately sank. 
Two of the officers could swim, and they ketpt 
themselves upon the surface until boats took 
them up; but the other was in the most im- 
minent danfler of drowning. A BVench priscmer 
on board the Crown, named Mbrand, the mo- 
ment he saw the officer struggling, jumped oE 
the gangway into the water, and by putting 
his feet under the officer's body as he was sink- 
ing, raised him to the surface, and then held 
him fast until further assistance was obtained. 
A proper representation has been made to the 
Government, and no doubt one part of the 
brave fellow's reward will be a release from 
his present situation." 

June 4. — Died, at his father^s house, near Lon- 
don, Thomas Cockburn Ross, Captain, 11th 
Portuguese Lifl;htt Infantry, and Lieutenant in 
the Queen's, eldest son of John Cockburn Ross 
of Shandwick, Ross-^ire. He had been en- 
gaged in t^e battles of Vimiera, Talavera, the 
Douro, and other actions in the Peninsula. 
Although he waa unhurt in these actions, his 
constitution became impaired, and he died in 
the prime of youth. 

Ibid.— Report of a speech in the House of Cbm- 
mons by Mr Charles Grant, jun., M.P. for 
the Inverness Burghs, in favour of Catholic 
emandpatioo. 'It had been the boast of Lord 
Chatham," he said, '<that he had sought for 
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Yirtae among tiie mountains of Scotland, and 
that he had found it. Let them seek for it 
amidst the marshes of Ireland and they would 
aa surely find it" llr Gnat stated that theie 
weve at that moment in the Austrian Army 
thirty Qenerals and a number of officers of 
MibordSnate rank who were Irish Catholics. 
"Guilt and shame must certainly attach to 
any country that could thus refuse to avail 
itself of t^ services of its sons." 

June 11.— ''We have authority to state that in 
consequence of the support and interest of the 
House of OawdcMT, in the County of Nairn, 
beinff given to Sir James Mackintosh, Captain 
Chailes Campbell, of the Navy, disposed of 
his freehold m that shire." 

June la — Died, in the Island of Java, on the 
29th Julv 1812, lieut. Alexander Morrison, 
of the 7^ Regiment, eldest son of the Rev. 
Mr Morrison^ minister of Kintail. He was 
present with his regiment at the o^tRire of 
Batavia, and withr a subsequent expedition. 
A brother officer wrote that "he was one of the 
finest fellows he ever knew." 

June 25. — Among the Acts relating to Scotland 
which received the Royal Assent on the 3rd 
inst. was the following: — ^"An Act to amem? 
and enlarge the powers of an Act passed in 
the 4&th year of his present Majesty, lor assess- 
ing the pcoprietots of Lands in the County of 
Rom towards the expense of making and sup- 
portinff oertadn Roads and Bridges therein; 
and of an Act passed in the 47th year oi Ids 
present Majesty f(Mr Regulating and Converting 
the Statute Labour in tike (Aunties of Ross 
and Cromarty, and pc&rt of the Coun^ of 
Nairn locallv situated in the County of Ross ; 
and of an Act passed in the 60th vear of his 
present Majesty for amending and enlarging the 
powers of the two first-mentioned Acts." 

JiUy 2.-^ir James Mackintosh was on the 28th 
uitw unanimously elected member of Parliament 
for the County of Nairn, in room of Hugh 
Rose of KUravock, who had accepted the Chil- 
tem Hundreds. 

Ibid. — ^Extract of a letter from a correspondent 
in Skye : — ^"It may be worthy of notice in your 
pi^er that last spring the&'e were about 1200 
persons inoculatea in the Isle of Skye with the 
cowpox, and afterwants with the smallpox, but 
none of them were affected by it. This I have 
from the medical gentlemen who inoculated 
them, niere were more than the above num- 
ber who were not inoculated with the cowpox, 
all of whom took the smallpox. This is per- 
haps as fftr(mg a proof as has appeared of the 
bmeflts derived mm vaccination." The ex- 

9 
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planation xA tfaifl aomeirhat exiraottlinazy oom- 
mimicatioii MemB to be that tbe second set wero 
inoculated with imaUpox without being vaccin- 
ated 

July 9. — Greab delight ezprened at Wellington's 
(focisiTe victory over the French at the Battle 
of Vittoria, toufjtA on 2l8t Jnne. The French 
on that ocoanon lost 151 gnnji, 416 caissons, 
and all their baggage. It was after this battle 
that WeUingtonl waa made a Field-Harahal. 

Ibid. — An American privateer, the Blockade of 
Rhode Island, Manly Swat, commander, oap- 
tnred on the 27th ult. o£F Cape Wrath, the sloop 
Six Sisters, ol Inverness, and the brig Daphne, 
of KxrkwalL She also made several other cop- 
tijres, including a vessel, the Experiment, of 
Dumfries, laden with timber for Beauly. The 
master of this vessel wa« at the time in a state 
of mental derangement, and the privateer 
allowed her to depart, after sendang his 
surgeon <m board to bleed the unfortunate man. 
He took from the vessel, however, aJl her charts, 
books, two muskets, a spy-glass, and some 
coals. According to the mate of the Experi- 
ment, the Blockade was about 200 tons 
burthen, mounted 18 long S-pounders; 2 12- 
pounders, and 1 32-pounder in the middle of 
the main deck. Another correspondent de- 
scribed her as mounting 10 guns, with a com- 
plement of 70 men. The Experiment put into 
Scalpay Sound, Isle of Skye, on the 29tb ult. 
A Broadfoibd correspondent, who smds the 
particulan, writes: — ^"It Is remarked here the 
nardship ol the coast being unprotected. We 
have not a red-coat to turn out, although the 
Yankees should take it into their heads to 
annoy us on shore. l%e local Ifilitia 
(3rd Inverness) has been dismissed, and the 
Volunteers also ; and the Isle of Skye, though 
in importance not inconsiderable, is quite de- 
fenceless. " On the 28th, his Majesty's sloop, 
Cherokee, Captain Rammage, sailed from 
Thurso in pursuit of the privateer. 

Ibid. — ^Married, at Edinburgh, on 2nd July, Sir 
David Hunteir Blair of Brownhill, Bart , to Miss 
Dorothy Hay Maokenrie, second daughter of 
Edward Hay Mackenzie of Newfaall vdA Cbo- 
marty. Hie marriage was celebrated with bon- 
fires on the Oromarty estates. 

July 16. — This number contains an account of 
the famous action fought on Ut June between 
the American frigate Cbesapeake, Captain 
Lawrence, and the British frigate. Shannon, 
Captain Broloe. It is worth while quoting the 
story as told by the Editor of the Journal at 
the time in his own words : — ^"The action was 
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f ougiit off Botton, and took place in oonaeqnence 
of a challenge sent by Captain Broke to the 
American Commander, inyiting him to try his 
strength. The Chenapeake was saperior in 
size, superior in weight of metal, ana superior 
in numbers to the Shannon. She came out 
iresh from Iwr own port, in all the coihplete- 
ness of preparation, in all the oonadoumess 
of superiority, and in aU the confidence of con- 
quest. She was attended by several American 
berks and boats, ladisn with the friends 
and coiuntrymen of her crew, ea^ to witness 
the battle and the yiotd^ ; but m 15 minutes 
after she came into action the waa forced to 
yield to the gallantry of her antagonist. 
Twelve minutes after the action began our sea- 
men boarded, and three minutes were sufficient 
to oompleite the buaineas. ms intelligence 
will be received with feelings of satisfaction, 
greater, perhaps, than the cause altogether war- 
rants. We know that the result of the contest 
is precisely what we do and ought to expect 
from the valour of British seamen— that we 
have no rea«>n to exult in it — ^but still it is in 
a hif;h degree pleasuraUe to receive this 
practical demonstration of the truth of what 
we have ever affirmed, that with anvthing like 
equal meanS; the spirit and skill of our nav^ 
is irresistible." It may be added that Amen- 
can seamen had notalue victories to boast of 
during the war, and the exploit of the Shannon 
was all the more grotifymflr to the British. 
Capltain Lawl:«nce, of the Chesapeake, was 
mortally wounded in the action above recorded, 
and during the remaining four days of hia life, 
in moments of delirium, he often exclaimed, 
''Don't give up the ship.'* He was buried at 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, with the honours of 
war, some of the oldest Captains in the British 
Navy canying the paU. 

Julv 23.— On the previous Monday night or 
Tuesday morning, a n(m-commi8sioned officer, 
Sei^peant Andrew Cullen, of the 21st Red- 
ment, then stationed at Fort-Qeorge, killed 
his wife by etabbing her with a chkel. He 
afterwards inflicted severe woionda on himself. 
Cullen had been intoxicated for some days 
when he committed the drime. 

Ibid.— American privateers continue to infest the 
West Coast A vessel belonginff to Ifr Uac- 
donald, Lochinver, with salt and; other stores 
for the herrinff fishing, was captured within 
half-a-mile of his dweuing-houae. 

Ibid.-— The death is announced ol Lieut. Colin 
Mackenzie, of the 71st Regiment, kiUed at the 
battle of Vittoria. He was a son of John Mao- 
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kenzie of Kincraig, RoM-ahire, and WM much 
regretted. 

Jiilv 30.— Died, at Thnrto, on the 20t;h inst., the 
Key. William Munro, paroddal Bchoolmaster 
of Thono. He is spoken of as a particnlarlj 
diligent and successful teacher. 

Ibid.--On Saturday last a detachment from the 
2nd Battalion of the AZod Regiment, consist- 
ing of 70 privates, 4 sergeants, 4 corporals, 
and 7 officers, embarked on board the Inver- 
ness Packet for London, with a view to join 
their sallant companions in Spain. At this 
time the Inverness Militia were encamped on 
ISoiathsea G(Mnmon. 

August 6.— After the inspection ol the 1st Regi- 
ment of RoAs-shire Local Militia, a ball was 
held at Dingwall, which is described in glow- 
ing terms. "Dancing commenced with reels, 
in which the charming Lad|7 Mackenzie of 
Avoch shone with unriwled splendour." Her 
husband. Sir Alexander juackenzie, the explore 
of the North- West, was also present. "That 
celebrated and ingenious philosopher. Sir 
Humi^irey Davj," was in the neighbourhood, 
but was prevented from being present by a 
severe oold. His wife, however, *the fascin- 
atinff Lady Davy," was a centre of attraction. 
The Doll was given by lient-Golond Mxmro of 
Ouloaim and the officers of the resiment. 

August 17.—- The Wester and Easteop Ross Far- 
mer Qubs held again a united show at Alness. 
Hie MSorayshire Fanner Club also held a show 
at Elgin, at which they distributed a hundred 
guineas in prizes. One of the objects of the 
latter dub was to establish in the County and 
to bring to its utmost perfection "the true 
Scots broed of black cattle." [Six weeks are 
nuasing from the file after this data] 

October 1. — ^The Oazette notice recording the fall 
of St Sebastian is given in this issue. 

Ibid — ^Thomas Qilzean was this year re-elected 
ftovost of Inverness. 

October 15. — ^Killed in action with the enemv in 
the river Elbe, lieutenant David Gray, of the 
Royal Marines, serving on board his Majesty's 
ship Desiree, and second son of Mr James 
Gray, merchant, Inverness. He was interred 
with military honours at Heligoland, and his 
brother officers, in respect for his memory, 
ordered a tomb-stone to be placed over ms 
remains. 

October 29. — ^Xbe Marauis of Huntly presented a 
portrait of his motneir, the late Dudiess of 
Qordon, to the Northern Meeting. The mem- 
bers oi the Meelwg, to show their respect for 
the Duchess, intended to c(Hnmission a por- 
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tndt for themselTes, but tlie Man^^uU of Huntly 
insiBted on making the roeeentation himself. 

Ibid. — ^"'Died, on the 8th of Hay, at the advanced 
age of 80, on his estate of Ghross Point, near 
Detroit, in North America, the Hon. Alexander 
Grant, a member of his Majesty's Ezecutiye 
and Iiegislatiye Onmcil of Upper Canada, and 
for nearly half-a-centnry Ck>mmodore of the 
fleet on Lake Erie. This ezcelleot man wae 
of the Glenmoriston family, and was a brother 
to the late Patrick Grant, £sq. of Glenmoriston. 
H)a went to America in 1754 as lieutenant in 
one of the Highland regiments, and was in- 
strumental, from his nautical knowledge, in 
obtaining the conmiand on Lake Champlain 
during toe war which conquered Oenada crom 
France. During the rebellion of the Colonies, 
he was eminently useful on tiie upper lakes, 
and also in administering the ffoyemment of 
Upper Oanada after \& deaui of General 
Etunter. He has left one son, a lieutenant in 
the Canada Regiment, and a numerous family 
of daughters ami ^andchildren, who will long 
cherish the remembrance of a fond and indul- 
gent father." 

Noyember S.^bidrew Oulkn was executed at 
Inyemess on the prerious Friday for the 
murder of his wife. The place of executicm is 
not mentioned. "Oullen waa a man of 
yery strong mind, and his ingenuity as a 
mechanic might haye rendered lum a valuable 
member of society, had not hia predilection 
for drinkinff, which brought him to an untimely 
end, proved an insuirmountable obstacle to the 
regular prosecution of many excellent designs 
whidi he had partially earned into effect." 

Ibid.— Oaptain John Boss, of the 19th Portu£fuese, 
and Lieutenant in the 92nd Britiirii Line, fell 
at Uayo as the head of his oompanv on the 
3l8t August. He was the son of t&e Rev. John 
Ross, minister of Rosskeen, and a very pro- 
mising officer. 

Noyember 12.— This number contains the news 
of the mat overthrow ol Napoleon in the series 
of ba^bUes ait Leipsic in the middle of October. 
The headings announcing the victory of the 
Allies occupy nine lines in large type. 

Ibid. — Hie Senion of Parliament was opened on 
Tliursday the 4th. The Address in the House 
of Conmions wae moved by Lord Oompton, and 
seconded by Mip Charles dranti member for the 
Inyemess Burghs, "with that eloquence which 
so particularly distSngn^"^^ our member.'* The 
report of llr Grant's speech occupies more than 
two columns of the ^'JonmaL" Speaking of 
the Alliance against Napoleon and Ihe proa- 
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pecto of peace, the boo. meniber nid— "Anzious 
as we are to procure peace, let ui remember 
by what means alone such & peace can be ob- 
tained as w« can safely accept. Let us recol- 
lect that it must not be a peace founded upon 
a compromise of any great interest; upon » 
dereliction of any sacred principles; the 
creature of timidity on our part, qi insolence 
and artifice on the part of the enemy. It 
must be a peace founded on mutual advanta^^ 
and mutual confidence, and resting on the basis 
of social order, law, and justice." 

Koyember 26.— Died, on Sunday the 7th inst., at 
Brahan Oastle, the Hon. Francis liackengiis 
second son of Lord Seaf (»^ 

December 3. — ^News of Wellington's Tictoiy over 
Soult on the Niyelle. 

December JLO. — At the Nfaurnshire meeting in 
London a member presented a subscription 
paper for aiding the work of erectinff a pier 
at NainL A sum of £76 was subscribed, and 
a Gommittee was appointed to correspond with 
friends in the Nortn on the subject. 

December 17. — ^l%e Mar^s of Hunthr was mar- 
ried on the nth inst. to Elizabeth &odie, only 
daughter of Alexander Brodie of the Bum. 
"This happy eyent took place at Bath, and 
the numerous friends of the distinguished couple 
are manifesting their jc^ on the occasion by 
public dinners, balls, and bon-fires, throughout 
the counties of Abcardeen, Banff, and Moray, 
&C. The marriage is celebrated in the 
"Joiteal** in a sons of nine stanzas, after the 
style of Skinner's Tallochgomm. Subsequent 
issues contain notices of rejoicings in numerous 
districts of the Highlands. 

Ibid.— Died, at Bu^t, on the 7th curt., Mrs 
Jean BaiUie, relict of the late Duncan Qrant 
of Bught, in the 82nd year of her age. 

Deoembor 24. — ^Mr Charles Qrant, member for 
the Burghs, was appointed! one of the Lords of 
the Treasury. 



Hie following paragraph Sfmeanr in James 
Suter's Memorabilia: — "1813.-— Bknbankm ent of 
Town Lands at the Lonflmsn completed. Ex- 
pense, £494, paid by the Burgh." 
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No. vm. 

The year 1814 witnessed the invasioii of 
France by the Allied Annies, the abdication 
of Napoleon as Emperor of the French, and 
his temporary exile to Elba. The Act of 
Abdication was signed at Fontainebleau on 
the 4th of April 1814. News, however, in 
those days travelled slowly, and a week later 
BritLBh and French were still fighting five 
hundred miles from Paris. On the 10th, 
WeUingion defeated Sotdt at Toulouse. On 
the 11th the French Marshal evacuated the 
city, and Wellington, on entering it, found 
the white flae flying and everybody wearing 
the white codbide. On the afternoon of the 
same day messengers arrived from Paris 
bringing news of Napoleon's abdication and 
the establishment of a p rovisio nal Government 
in the name of Louis AVULl. It was not, 
however, until the 18th that Soult, having 
received an order from Berthier, concluded 
a convention with Wellington, putting a final 
stop to hostilities. Hie war with the United 
States went on duriug 1814, but a treaty of 
peace was Bimed at Ghent on the 24th of 
December. Tlie news did not reach the 
States until after the attack on New Orieans, 
which was disastrous to the British. 

From ike " /wMrfiew Journal.*' 

1814. 

January 7. ^Farther ootices of rejoicings on the 
oooaaRion of the mairiage of the luxquis of 
Hnntly to Mks Brodie. These notices are from 
Elffin, Nairn, and Lochaber, and speak of great 
and general enthusiaan. A set of verses of con- 
siderable merit celebrates the qualities of the 
bridegroom. The following sire a couple of 



'Where eclioes out the martial din, 
Or festive jovs are reaped within. 
Or hmnan ills compassion win. 

There shines the noble Huntly. 

"The soul that's steel in field of fight, 
The heart that gladdens gay delight, 
The eye that mdts at pi^s aight. 
Axe thine, most noUe Huntiy." 

January 14.— The Hon. J. F. GSampbell, eldest 
son of Lord Cawdor, was the previous week 
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rBtomed without oi^poatioti m member of Por- 
liameat for the Burai of OarmartheaL 

Ibid.— Died, on 13tib December, Major Maxwell 
Mackenzie, Lieatenant-Oolonjel oi the 71at Regi- 
mont, aon of John Mackenzie of Kinondg, Boa- 
ahire. "Thia gallant offioer Teoeived hia mortal 
wound in the engasement with the enemy near 
Bayonne, while nobly cheering aad leading on 
his men to Gbarse the enemy, and thus termin- 
ated an honourable life in a glorious death." 

Januaiy 21.— Re-electioii of Clukrles Qrant for the 
Inyemesa Borfffas on hia appointment as one 
of the Lords of the Treasury. 

Ibid. — Died, at Ardsowan, suddenly, on 5th inst., 
lieutenant-Golond JEmBam Mackintoeh, of the 
79th Regiment, in tile 34th year of his age. 
He enteM the service at the age of 17, and 
distinffuiahed himsetf in Tarious campaigns and 
expeditions in different quarters of the globe. 
Special mention is made of his gallant conduct 
at Flushing, at Fuentea d'Honore, and in the 
attack on Fort San CSiristoyal, where he led 
the forlorn hope. lieutenaivt-Oolonel Mack- 
intosh was interred at Qreenock with military 
honours, the Magistrates, officers of the local 
Militia, and principal gentlemen <^ the town 
attending the funaraL He was a son of the 
late Tiachlaft Ma<^intoeh of Balnespick, and 
nephew to Sir .^neas Mackintosh ci Mackin- 
tosh, Bart. 

January 28. — '*This day were published in octavo, 
price 16s, boards, Tliou^ts on the Origin and 
Descent of the Qael, with an account of the 
Picto, Oaledonians, and Scots; with obaenra- 
tions relative to the autbentioity of the Poems 
of Ossian. By James Qrant, Esq. of Coiry- 
monv, advocate.'* The object of this work was 
to snow that the Gaels were the aboriginal 
iofaahitants of all the Britannic islands. 

Ibid. — ^News of the AIEed amues pouring across 
the Rhine into France. "Lord Wellington on 
the south-west and the whole <^ their western 
coast blockadEed by Engliah 8<raadrons, affords 
the unexampled spectacle of an Empire of nearly 
three thousamd miles in circumference entirely 
surrounded by enemies, of whom 600,000 are 
advancing against the centre." 

Ibid. — A meetinff of heritors was held at Ding- 
wall on the IBuk inst. to consider the expediency 
of applying to Parliament for a revision of tlie 
laws regulating the exportation and importa- 
tiom of com. The meeting objected to re- 
strainte on exportation, and to free importation 
of com from abroad. They were in favour of 
a duty "to put the foreign importer on a par 
witti the ntttive fanner," fsad when that pomt 
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had been reached they wanted the enjoyment 
of free exportation. A petition on these lines 
was prepared for presentatkm to Parliament. 

February 11.— "We aire happy to learn that the 
history of Great Britain from the Revolution in 
1688 to the French Revolution in 1789, by Sir 
James Mackintosh, is proceeding, and wul be 
published in course of this season.'* This pro- 
ject waa not fulfilled, only a portion being 
published after its author's death. Sir James, 
noweyer, long busied himself in collecting 
materials. 

February 18. — ^Died, at Balnagown Castle, on the 
8th curt, Lieutenant-General Sir CSiarles Roes 
of Balnagown, Bart. "His deaUi is deeply 
deplored, not only by his family and intimate 
friends, but by all who had mo happiness of 
being acauointed with him. It is a public loss 
of no ordinairy maffnitude." 

Ibid.— "Died, at theManse of Dyke, on the 3rd 
curt., the Rev. David Biichan, D.D., an ac- 
complished scholar and elegant writer." 

February 25. — Xiie river Findhom overflowed fts 
banks on the 11th in the neighbourhood of 
Forres. At the Broom of Moy four houses 
were thrown down and the residents with diffi- 
culty rescued. "The soil of three acres of land 
sown with wheat and the break furrows of 
several fields have been completely washed 
away. In short, the loss is so great tnat it will 
take the labour of years to make it up.** 

March 4. — In this number there is an account of 
a thaw which took place on the Kyle of Suther- 
land after six weeks of intense frost. The ice 
bound up the rivers and Kyle to such an extent 
"that men, cattle, and wageons might cross 
the arm of the sea eibove the bridge, and it 
was passable also below it a« far as Oreich." 
When the thaw come the ice was broken up 
into great maeses, and jammed among them 
were 400 logs of wood, brought down Dy the 
RivcSr Garron. Large fragments of the ioe and 
many of tJie logs struck the iron arch of the 
new bridge with great force, and, happily, it 
stood the strain. [The bridge remained until 
nearly eighty years afterwards, when it was 
carried away by another flood.] 

Ibid. — ^*'Died, at Tongue Manse, on the 5th ult., 
in the 76th year of her age, much remtted, 
Mrs Jane Porteous, spouse of the Rev. WiUSam 
Mackenzie, minister of Tongue, and daughter 
of the Rev. William Porteous, once minister of 
Rafford, a near relative of the late celebrated 
Dr Porteous, Bishop of London." The para- 
graph goes on to speak of Mrs Mackenzie's 
piety aod poetical talent. 

10 
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March SdS. — ^There was a Draposal at thif time on 
the part of the Earl of Fife to restore and occupy 
a« a reddenoe tiie Abbey of Ptoacarden. An 
architect from Edinburgh was engaged on a 
Surrey of the Abbey. 

April 1 to 22. — These nnmbers are missing from 
our file. One of them most have contained 
the news of the abdication of Napoleon, 
which was signed at Fontajneblean oo 4th 
April. 

April 29. — ^News of the battle of Tonlonse, in 
which Wellington defeated Soult. The battle 
was fought on the 10th, and the news of 
Napoleon's abdication had not then been re- 
ceived. 

Ibid. — On the preyions Friday the town of In- 
verness was illuminaited to celebrate the fall 
of Napoleon. "Early in the evening a grotesque 
figure of the 'great captain' was carried through 
the stneets on horseback, to the no smaJi amuse- 
ment of thousands, and afterwards pubhcly 
burned on Clachnacuddin amidst the acclama- 
tions of the populace. An immense bon-fire 
was lighted on an eminence in the neighbour- 
hood of the town, and serving as a signal to 
the surrounding country, the whole sky was 
speedily inflamed with the reflection of the 
fires whidi biased on eveir hill as far as the 
eyie could reach." Neighbouring towns were 
also illuminated. 

Ibid.— A cargo of coals from Brora arrived in 
Invamess, and were considered to be of ex- 
cellent quality. 

May 6. — ^It is announced that the Marquis of Staf- 
ford has laid off the site of a new town at Brora, 
and proposes to grant feius for house and garden 
ground. 

May 3. — ^"Tuesday^s Oaasette announces the pro- 
motion of Lord Wellinffton to the dignity of a 
Dukedom by the title of Duke of Wellington.'' 

May 20. — ^''Despatches were received by Govern- 
ment on Sunday se'enight announcing the ar- 
rival of Bonaparte at the Island of Elba." 

Ibid.^The Colonels Commandant received circu- 
lar letters infoKrming them that the local Militia 
win not be oaUed out for training or eiamat 
during the present year. 

Ibid.— 'a)ied, at Cheltenham, on the 17th April, 
Captain W. Mackensie, 9th Royal Veteran 
Battalion, late of the 42nd Regiment; an 
officer of distinguished merit, who served many 
yeacs in that corps ; was severely wounded in 
the memorable battle of the 21st March 1801 
in Egypt ; was one of the standard bearers of 
that regiment at the battle of Aboukir. The 
flag he carried was pierced through with ball 
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in many places. Those standards are now 
placed as an emblem of that event in the great 
naU of Novar House in Boss-shive, the seat 
of the late Sir Hector Mnnro, then Colonel of 
tiiat regiment." 

June 3.— On the 12th nit. the foundation-stone of 
the Varar bridge was laid by William Chisholm 
of Chisholm. 

Ibid. — ^"Oied, at BunchegoTie, Stratberrick, on 
the 14tb ult., Captain Alexander Fraser, aged 
87. He was an officer in the war of 1757, and 
may be considered the last suryivor of those 
serring in Amerioa under the command of 
General Wolfe." 

June 17. — ^llir J. Mactavish was admitted a Pro- 
curator before the Sheriff Court. 

June 24.— "On the 13th ult., alter a long and 
painful sickness, which he endured with the 
nmmess and resignation of a true servant of 
CSirist, died at Waterstein, in> the 76th year 
of his aoe end 45th of his ministry, the Kev. 
William Bethune, minister of Duirinish, in the 
Isle of Skye. His social qualities, amiable man- 
ners, and Christian yirtues will be long remem- 
bered, and his death lamented by his family, 
by his numerous friends and aoquaintanoee." 

Jnljr 1. — ^The case of Lord Cochrane was at this 
time engrossing public attention. The "Jour- 
nal" expressed its conviction that Lord Coch- 
rane was innocent. 

Ibid. — ^News was received of the loss of a schooner 
on the west coa«t of Berbice, with nearly all 
on board. Among those drowned were Chairles 
Mackintosh, of Dochraroch ; Angus Fraser, of 
Fort-WiUiam, and a ICr Duncan, from Moray- 
shire. From a subsequent notice it eippean 
that the last-mentioned was William Duncan, 
merchant, Beibioe. Angus Fra«er was a mer- 
cnant in Demerara. 

Julv 8.— Married, at the Manse of Eiltarlity, 
the Bev. Alexander Flyter, Rothesay, to Eliza- 
beth, eldest daughter of the Rev. Dr Bayne. 

JuW 15. — ^Died, in Java, in the previous year. 
Captain James Macpherson, of the 78th. He 
seems to have been killed in a fight with the 
natavea. The "Java Government Gajsette" con- 
tained a poem of more than forty lines to his 
memory; After celebrating his good qualities, 
the writer says — 

"Such wui the man whom fate ordained to fall 
By dastard creases, tinged m ruffian gall." 

Julv 22.— Died, ait Nairn, on tiie 18th inst, 
Cblonel William Mackintosh of Millbank, in 
the 74th year of his age. "Twenl^-five years of 
his life were dedicated to the service of his 
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King and his oonntry. In every rdation, pub- 
lic ttod mivoto, he never failed to conciliate ^u» 
1-wiJl and retain the esteem of all who knew 



Ibid. — ^Died, in the Island of Java, on the 6th of 
Mardi 1813» Captain William Macpheraon, of 
the East India Company'fl serrice, Comnuind- 
ant of Fort-Nugent. Ha volunteored his ser- 
vices on the expedition against Batavia, and 
wui mortally wounded in the stonning and 
taking of Fort-Gomelis. 

July 29. — ^It is announced that an establishment 
under the denomination of the "Caledonkui 
Asylum" is to be instituted in London, under 
the auspices of the Highland Society, for edu- 
cating the children of mdigent Scotsmen. 

Ibid. — ^^Died, en the 16th curt., at Londion, 
whither he had gone for medical advice, Mr 
Alexander Simpson, aged 61 yean, some time 
Rector of the Qrammflr School of Inverness, 
which for many years he taught with approba- 
tion and success, and from which he retired 
about five-and-twenty years ago, to a farm in 
the neighbourhood, where he lived esteemed and 
respected. His death is now deeplv lamented." 

August 5.— At « meeting of the Highland Society 
ci Scotland, attention was called to the subject 
of kelp, wldch had fallen so much in price as 
to hold out no encouragement for its manufac- 
ture. It was suggest^ to the meeting that 
the establishment of Paridi Bank Societies 
throughout the country would be attendled with 
very beneficial effects. The Society heartily 
approved of a congratulatory letter, written by 
desire of the Directors, to Colonel Cameron, 
younger of Fassifem, a member of the Society, 
whose conduct while in occasional command of 
the 92n4 71st, and 50th Regiments as a brigade, 
and on other occasions, as tJie head of the 92nd 
Regiment, to which he belonged, had been paru 
ticularly noticed by Lord Hill. 

Ibid.— The decision of the Court of Sesuon in a 
disputed right of {Mresentation between the 
Crown and Sie familv of Cromarty was affirmed 
in the House of Lords. By this decision the 
right of presentatiMi to the parishes of Rose- 
markie and Eineaman, whidi had long been 
vacant, was vested in Mr Mackenzie of Oo- 
marty. 

August 12. — '*The ladies of Brussels are so fond 
ol the Scottish Highlanders who are in garrison 
in their city that Having heard of the approach- 
ing departore of this corps, they have made 
application, in the proper quarter, for their 
continuance." 

August 19.— On the 12th of August, Lovat and 
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his lad^ were the first to pass over the Beanly 
Bridge in thek carriase. This beinff the Prince 
Resent's birthday, they ordered the woiteim 
to De collected to drink his Boyel Hiflrhness's 
healtii. 

S^tember 2 and 9. — ^Died, at Warriston House, 
near Edinburgh, on the 25th of August, the 
Hon. William Frederick Mackenzie, only sur- 
▼iTing son of Francis, Lord Seaforth, and re- 
presentative in Parliament for the County of 
Koss. His remains were interred in Fortrose 
Gathetfral. "The sauYitjr of lus manners, tiie 
gentieness of his disposition, and his many pri- 
vate virtues, have embalmed lus memory in 
evenr heart ; while the honest and conscientious 
discharge of his important puUic duties in Par- 
liament, claim the approbation and gratitude 
of his constituents." 

September 23.— At the Circuit Court at Inverness, 
Lord Meadowbank adverted to the state of the 
Court-room, which he considered greatly too 
small, and very incommodious and ill-sitnated, 
the administration of justice being fre^ently 
inteiTopted bv the noise in Hbe sti^. He re- 
commended the county gentlemen and lla^- 
trates to provide proper accommodation with- 
out delay. The Court-house was then in Bridge 
Street 

October 14.— A Highland officer <^ the Inverness- 
shire Militia was tried by Oourt-Martial at 
Portsmouth for having siven a dance in the bar- 
racks on the 17th of «hme without having re- 
ceived the permission of his Commanding 
Officer, and for various incidents connected 
therewi^. He was fuUv acj[uitted, and the 
charges were dedaced to be frivolous and vaza- 
tious. 

October 21.— Lord Saltoun visited for the first 
time his estates of Ness Castle and Sanchyle. 
His visit was celebrated with bon-fires. 

October 28.— The Northern Meeting, held the 
previous week, was marred by unfavourable 
weather. 'In the absence of public amuse- 
ments, the day was spent in the interchange of 
visits, and in the display of costly and vaded 
equipages, which paraded the streeti in gay 
{ttofusion.'* The baOs were bdd as usuaL 

November 4.— At a meeting of proprietors and 
others interested in the community of Mulbuie, 
a Special Committee was appointed to take 
means to bring about an amicable arrangement 
for the division of the Common. 

Ibid.— At a meeting of freeholders of Ross-shire, 
held at Tain on the 25th ult., Charles Fraser 
of Inverallochv and Castle Fraser was unani- 
mously elected member tor the County. 
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Ibid.— "Died, at Elgin, <m the 22nd nit., in the 
84th year of his age, the ReT. John Grant, 
one of the miniaMra of that plaoe. In the ooone 
of hia long life he waa indefatigable in the 
humane diKbarge of the more important duties 
of the pastoral office administering comfort to 
the distressed and rdSeving the necessities of 
the poor. When nnoocnpied with his c^ciel 
duties, his time waa deroied to the aoauisition 
of knowledge; hia readiing was Ysned and 
extensiTe, his taste chaste, and his judgment 
correct. Possessed of uncommon powers of 
memory, he composed an elaborate work on 
C^roncMOffT, which reoeived the approbation of 
his achoolfeUow, the inimitable historian of 
Oharles V., and its publication was alone pre- 
vented by a similar work on a similar plan, by 
which it was anticipated. Though much of 
his time was devoted to study, his manners 
betrayed nothing of the restrsdnt or pedantry 
which duuractense the scholar; on the con- 
trary, they were courteous and easy. He was 
the soul of harmless mirth, could be frolicsome 
with youth, serious with tiie sombre, and gar- 
ruloue with old age." 

November IL— Hie ploughing match of tT>e In- 
verness Farmer Sooietr was this year held on 
the farm of Merkinch, belonging to Messrs 
Anderson k Kinlooh. Twenty ploughs com- 
peted. Angus Mackintosh of Holm was presi- 
dent of the Society. 

Ibid. — Graigellachie Bridge, over the Spey, was 
completed and ooened for traffic. 

November 18 — The Nairnshire Farmer Society 
heSd its annual ploughing match in a field occu- 
pied by Mt Skene, Skenepark. At a meeting 
thereafter the Secretary produced a communi- 
cation from the Highland Society regarding the 
equalisation of weights and! measures, and some 
papers transmitted by Sir John Sinclair rela- 
tive to his General Agricultural Report of Soot- 
land, '*on conndoation of which the Society 
unanimously elected the patriotic Baronet an 
honorary membeir, and resolved to purchase a 
copy of the Report.** Sir Samuel Davidson of 
Oemtray was elected President of the Society. 

November 25.— The war with the United States 
stiU in progress. A severe action at Fort-Erie, 
in which both sides claim the advantage. 

Ibid.— The Inverness-shire Farmer Society resolve 
to take three copies of Sir John Sindair^s 
General Report of Scotland. 

December 2. — ^It was raported at the Nairnshire 
meeting in London that £160 had been collected 
to aarist in the erection of a pier at Nairn. The 
meeting resolved to promote a subscription for 
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the erection of a monament to the late Mr 
Jobn Straath, achoolmaeter of Nairn. 

December 16.— A long coireBpondence w«fLt on in 
this and other iesues on the nee of atake-nets. 
One of the writera made a free use of dassical 
qnotationa. 

December 30. — 'It gives xn much pleasure to hear 
tbat the potato crop has, this season, proved 
very abundant in the North. The size is in 
general large. A correspondent informs us that 
a potato, among many others of nearly equal 
size, was lately taken up in the neighbourhood 
of Thurso weighing 29 ounces." 
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No. IX. 

The first important item recorded in the 
year 1815 is the death of Lord Seaforth, the 
hist who hore the title. This was the remark- 
able man who, as a boj of twelve, by a severe 
attack of scarlet fever, lost the power of hear- 
ing and speaking. In later life he recovered 
in a measure the use of speech, but his deaf- 
ness was permanent. His mental gifts, 
however, impressed all his contemporaries, 
and in spite of physical defects, he filled im- 
portant offices. ''In 1800 he was appointed 
Governor oi Barbadoes, an office which he 
retained for sue years, after which he held 
hig^ office in Demerara and Berbice. While 
Oovemor of Barbadoes he was for a time 
extremely popular, and was distinguished for 
his firmness and even-hauded justice. He 
succeeded in putting an end to the prac- 
tice of slave-kiUing in the island, which 
at that time was of very common occur- 
rence, and deemed by the planters a venial 
offence punishable only by a small fine of £15. 
In consequence of his humane proceeding9 in 
this matter he became obnoxious to many of 
the Colonists, and in 1806 he finally left the 
island." (Mr A. Mackenzie's History.) 

Lord Seaf orth raised the 78th Highlanders 
(Boss-shire Buffs) in 1793. He had a family 
of four sons and six daughters, but all his sons 
predeceased him. One, a midshipman, died at 
Brahan in 1813, and the last survivor, 
William Frederick, M.P. for Ross-shire, died 
in August 1814. The broken-hearted father 
soon Allowed, in January 1815. Sir Walter 
Scott's lines on the death of Lord Seaforth 
are well known : — 

'In vaioi the bright ooune of thy talents to 

wrong, 
Fate dead€a'd thine ear and imprison'd thy 

tongue; 
For Mghter o'er all her obstructions arose 
The glow of the genius they could not oppoee ; 
And who in the hnd of the Saxon or Qael, 
Might nuutch with Mackense, High Chief of 

Eintaa? 

"Thy sons rose around thee in light and in love, 
All a father could hope, aU a friend could 
Improve ; 
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What 'vails it the tale of thy sorrows to tell? — 
In the springtime of youth and of promise they 

feUl 
Of lihe line of Fitzgerald remains not a male, 
To bear the proud name of the Chief of KintaiL" 

The title expired with the Chief. It had twice 
before disa^eared for a time, but was revived 
in 1797. Lord Seaforth's patrimony (dimin- 
ished by the sale of Lochaish and Kintail) 
descended to his dau^ter Maiy, the wife first 
of Sir Samuel Hood, Vice- Admiral, and second 
of the Right Hon. James Stewart, nephew of 
the seventh Earl of Galloway, who assumed 
the name of Mackenzie, and was successively 
Governor of Ceylon ana Lord High Commis- 
sioner of the Ionian Islands. Sir Samuel Hood 
died at Madras on 24th December 1814, about 
a fortnight before his father-in-law, Lord 
Seaforth. 

In 1816 a Com Bill was passed, forming the 
starting point of a conflict which did not ter- 
minate until 1846. During the previous forty 
years the Corn Laws varied wilii the times. 
The long conflict with Napoleon produced war 
prices. '*Wheat rose in 1801 to the unprece- 
dented price of £5 19s 6d, and, except in 1803, 
its average price did not fall below 62s a 
quarter for twenty years.'' With the first 
abdication of Napoleon there was a decline in 
the price of com^ and an immediate resort was 
made to protection to keep up the rates. A 
law was passed in 1816 prohibiting the im- 
portation of all foreign wheat when the price 
was below 80s a quarter, and all Colonial 
wheat when the price was below 67s. "Other 
kinds of com were dealt with on the same 
principles, but the prices of course varied." 

The year 1815 witnessed the final downfall 
of Napoleon and the beginning of the long 
European peace. 

In the second half of 1815 there are a good 
manv notes and incidents of local interest. 
As the year began with the death of the last 
Lord Seaforth, it closed with the death of the 
Hon. Archibald Eraser of Lovat, the last sur- 
viving son of the famous Lord Simon of the 
'45. Tne sons of the Hon. Archibald Eraser, 
like those of Lord Seaforth, predeceased their 
father, and the saooession went to the present 
family, to whom the title Was restored. A 
lady whose name is associated with our literary 
annals, Mrs Elizabeth Rose of Kilravock, also 
died towards the dose of 1815. 

11 
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From the " Inverness Journal.^* 
1815. 

January 13. — ^A reward of 25 giiineaB ia offeied for 
the apprebeosioii of a canier, who had been 
oonunitted to ibe jail at Forres on a charge 
of tiheft, and had mana^ to escape. 

January 20. — Died, at his house in Charlotte 
Squsre, Edinburgh, on the 11th curt., tiie 
Right Hon. Francis, Lord Seaforth, his 
Majesty's lieuteumt for the Oounty of Ross. 
'*The death of this distinguished nobleman, in 
the 60th year of his age, although the rapid 
decline of his health during the last two years 
must ha/v^e led to the expectation of that event, 
win give birth to very general feelings of 
sorrow and regret. The wonderful power of his 
mind, undimmished even by the privation of 
the sense of hearing, the stores of information 
which he had ac<|U]i>ed in almost every branch 
of science, and his rare proficiency in several, 
his delightful tale&ts for societj^, the nobleness 
of his person and elegance of his manners, the 
richness of his imagination, and his faculty of 
diffusing ffrace and lustre over every topic, 
whether of instruction or amusement, will be 
long remembered, but with peculiar fondness 
and deeper regret by those who had the happi- 
ness to enjoy his intimate friendship ; and alas I 
by those related to him by still diearer ties, who 
had access to know the many virtues of his 
benevolent heairt, of which his other qualities 
were but the decorations and embellishments.*' 

Ibid.— Died, on Tuesday, 17th inst, John Mack- 
intosh of Aberarder, many years Provost of 
Inverness, aged 74 years. I'he previous day 
be attended the funeral! of his sister, Miss Chris- 
tian Mackintosh, and seemed in his usual 
health. The obituary notice speaks highly of 
his piety, kindness, and beneficence. 

February 3. — ^'*The Inverness Packet, Captain 
Mann, just arrived at Burghead, made an ex- 
traordinary passage frcMn Gravesend in the short 
space of 70 hours. She outstripped the mail 
by 34 hours." 

Februaoy 10. — The remains of the late Lord Sea- 
forth were on lihe plrevious day interred in the 
family vauH at Fortrose. 

February 17. — ^This number contains a long list 
of premiums awarded by the Highluad Swdetv 
of Scotland in the Hit^andlB and Islands for 
bringing land into arable culture, and for im- 
proving stock. 

February 24.-— There is notice of a veteran named 
Alexander Campbell or Iverach, residing in 
GJencalvie, Ross-shire, who was said to have 
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reached the age of 116. Six Ross-fihire gentle- 
men in London contributed a guinea each to 
enable him to dress in tartan and regale himself 
with a drop of liquor. The Editor was re- 
quested by the minister of Kincardine to an- 
nounce Iverach's receipt of the bounty, and to 
express his thanks. "The vetersA is quite weU, 
and pravs for as many days to eadi of his 
bene&ctors as he has seen, and an equal portion 
of health. He lonss for the weather setting a 
little milder, that he may take a waSc to see 
his friencb at Gladfield and the Manse (40 miles 
only), and tell them of the tide of riches Uiat 
has set in upon him. He danced two reels at 
the hwt Kincardine cattle fair, and a few days 
affo entered as a scholar in the GaeMc School at 
Glencalyie. It is supposed he is the oidast 
CampbeU aUve." 

March 10. — The Practical Farming Society of 
Ardersier and Petty held their annual plough- 
ing match at Little Flemington, occupied Dy 
Mr Tolmie. Eisbteen ploughs compet^. 

Ibid.~"I>ied, at Forres, on the 25th February 
last, in the 50th year of his age, James Straith, 
£s(|., for many years an eminent medical prac- 
titioner at that place. This gentleman was dis- 
tinguished, throughout the course of a l6ne and 
laborious practice, for the unwea^ed exercise of 
great professional skill and active benevolence. 

Mardi 17. — ^This number contains an account of 
Na^leon's escape from Elba. "This extra- 
ordinary man, from the effects of whose baneful 
influence the nations of Europe are just be- 
ginning to recover, has a^ain made his appear- 
ance in Franca" The same number reooitb the 
passing of a Ck>m Bill through the House ol 
Commons, and the occurrence of riots in Lon- 
don. The biU soon afterwards passed the House 
of Lords. 

March 24. — ^News of Napoleon's arrival and recep- 
tion in Paris, and preparations to send British 
troops to the Netherlands. A Ck>unty meeting 
at Inverness voted a loyal address to the Prince 
Regent. It concluded with the words — ^'We 
prepare again for the struggle, and join the 
shout of nations — 'Death to the l^rant — Peace 
to human kind.'" 

March 31. — ^The goodwill, copyright, and plant 
of the "Inverness JournaT' were advertised to 
be sold by public roup on the 15th of April. 

April 14. — At a meeting on the 11th, it was re- 
solved to establish an Inverness Parish or 
Savings Bank. This was tiie second meeting 
that considered the subject, the first bavins 
been thinly attended. The project was initiated 
by a Gommittee of the Inverness Farmers' So- 
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dety. The bask was to be open every Satur- 
day night in the kitchen of the Northern Meet- 
ing Rooms. Among the directors were Sheriff 
FraserXyUer, Mr Ifackintosh of Holm, Mr 
Mackintosh of Raigmore, Mr MacgilliTray of 
Danmaglass, Mr Inglis of EingsmiUs, Mr 
Phineas Mackintosh, Kinmyiies, and Mr Peter 
Anderson, solicitor. 

Ibid.— "IMed here, (m the GUi cart, ra;retted by 
few, the Inyemess Assemblies." l£ese were 
dancing parties among the local gentry. 

April 21. — ^It is announced that the ''^vemess 
Journal," in consequence of the late proprie- 
tor's death, had passed into other hands. The 
number bears that the paper is now published, 
for himself and the other proprietors, every 
Friday, by Mr James Beaton. The late James 
Suter savB that £2400 was paid for the good- 
will of the paper. 

April 28. — ^The Inverness Town and Savings Bank 
wa« opened on the preceding Saturdav with 
gratifying success. Upwaids of £160 wks paid 
in within two hours. 

Ibid. — ^It is stated that the Magistrates have it in 
view to improve the waste ground belonging to 
the community, situated on the east side of the 
River Ness, opposite the Island. "We bes 
leave to suggest that it would materially add 
to the beauty and interest of the scene were 
the Island, m as far as the wood admits, 
planted wiUi ornamental evergreens and shrubs, 
and were rows of trees placed along the walk 
on the bank, so as in dne time to afford a 
shade from the noon-day beats and from the 
damps of evening. Should the intended im- 
provement be carried into effect, it will be 
necessary for the Farmer Society to select 
another stance for the cattle market, heretofore 
held on the strip of ground in question." This 
gives an indication of the site of the market. 
It was probably held either on the low ground, 
afterwards formed into another island by the 
water-lade, or a little further out on the bores 
Road. 

May 12. — At a meeting on the previous Friday, 
a Northern Horticultural* Society was instituted. 
The formation of the Society was expected to 
extend and improve the knowledge of garden- 
ing in the North of Scotland. 

Ibid.— On the previous Wednesday the annual 
roeetinff of the Inverness Auxiliary Bible Society 
was held in the Parish Church. The collection 
amounted to about £35, exclusive of about £55 
of annual subscriptions. 

Ibid. — "Married, at Sandiaig of Kuovdart, upon 
the 5th of May, Lieutenant Ronald Maodone!!, 
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tacksmftn of that place, to Mias Catherine 
Macdonell of Laurg. This veteran is in the 
96th year of his a^, and a« stout and visorous 
aa most military men at the age of 60. Be oc- 
casionally rides alter breakfast, as a piece of 
exercise, 30 miles. He is one of those gentle- 
men who waa an officer under the Chief of the 
Oan during the troubles in the year 1745 ; and 
was not omy present, but aL» bore o, particu 
lar share in eveir engagement wbidi then 
took plaoe in behalf of the exiled family, and 
upon many occasions received the thanks of the 
Prinoe for his activity Oind! courage. He has 
since been in the service of George II., and is 
now on half-pay in the service of Geor^ HI." 

May 19.— A Savings Bank was established at 
Cawdor, witii Mr Stablea, factor for Lord 
OEbwdor, as treasurer. 

Ibid. — A Society waa established in Inverness for 
the suppression of beffjzing in the town and 
parish. A sum of £429 was collected for the 
first year, which was to be disbursed in weekly 
allowances; and any pensioner found begging 
was to forfeit all claims on the fund. 

Ibid. — The Manstrates of Inverness were con- 
sidering a sdieme to supply Inverness with 
water from the Leys. — ^The proprietors of the 
Gountv of Nairn had resolved to carry through 
the great turnpike road to the confines of the 
Gountv of Inverness. A line paflsing through 
the village of Auldearn was, with some trifling 
deviations, adopted. 

May 26. — ^"On Tuesday last a discoverv of an 
illicit distiUary was made, by several Excise 
officers, in Abriachan. On attempting to de- 
stroy the materials, the Excisemen were opposed 
by the smugglers, who, placing themselves in a 
menacing attitude, were soon joined by such a 
number of their neighbours as induced their 
opponents to sound « retreat. On Wednesday 
a part of the Militia from this town was pro- 
eared to assist the officers in the execution of 
their duty ; but before they could .reach the 
haunt of the smugglers, neither foe nor spoil 
could be found." 

Ibid. — A good deal of discussion went on at this 
time on the subject of Highknd distillation. 
At an Inverness County meeting on the 1st of 
May (noticed on the 5th), a memorial circulated 
bv Lowland distillers was produced by the Con- 
vener, "the apparent and ostensible object of 
which was to put the Scotch and Irish distiller 
on an equal footing, but its real purpose in 
obviously to repeal the statute 64, George IH., 
cap. 172* by which the benefit of free export was 
allowed to the Highland distiller." On this 



86 Inverness Courier Index. [1316 

subject commnnicationB were made to tbe mem- 
ber for the County and to the Conveners of other • 
countdes. In the issue of the 26th there is an 
adyertiBement giving the resoldtions of a meet- 
ing of distillers, held in the County of CUick- 
mazman, d^laring that th^ do not object to a 
free intercourse of spirits between the High- 
lands and Lowlands of Scotlaod. "The dis- 
tinction of Lowland and Hiffhland line was a 
boon graoted to the Highland districts, at 
the request of those interested, in order that 
thev might be enabled to supply themselves 
with spirits at a cheap rate, and from barley 
of their own growing. The Lowland distillers 
say that they are far from wishing to deprive 
the Highhmds of this advantage, but "they 
think themselves warranted in demanding tha;t 
die Highland distillers, claiminflr to be admitted 
into the Lowland market, shall work in all re- 
spects under the same law ae they do in the 
Lowlands." The "Journal," commenting on 
the controversy, says "that we believe man^ 
persona in this county would embark their o^>i- 
tal in distillation and cheerfully pay the South 
country duties, if stills on a small scale were 
permitted and free access continued to the South 
country markets." 

June 2.^It is announced that a Highland Society 
has been established in Livemess, to co-operate 
in the work of the Highland Societies in Lon- 
don and Edinburffh. The first Presidlent was 
iSttb Hon. Colonel Fraeer of Lovat, and the Vice- 
Presidents were the Lords-Lieutenant of the 
Northern Counties. Mr Peter Anderson was 
secretary and Mr Edwazd Eraser, treasurer. 

Ibid. — ^From a paragraph on the incidence of new 
stamp duties, it appears that Sheriffs-Substi- 
tute were at this time generally the distributors 
of stamps. 

June 9.— An Atheneum wa« established in In- 
verness, "wherein sixteen newspapers and all 
the best periodical publications are taken in." 

Ibid. — "The first dinner of the Highland Society, 
to which the President appropriately contri- 
buted a couple of fine Beaulv salmon, was held 
in Bennet's Hotel on Monday last, where its 
members jMissed a pleasant and joyous evening. 
Its convivial parties were intended to com- 
mence on the Dirthday of our Sovereign, and 
this happening on Sunday, they commenced on 
the succeediuj^ dSay." The same number men- 
tions a donation to the Horticultun^ Society 
from Brodie of Brodie, who is diescribed as an 
"eminent botanist." 

Ibid.— A paragraph is devoted to Mr William 
Mackintosh, son of Mr Campbell Mackintosh, 
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Town-Clerk, who waa in the Civil Service of 
the East India Company, cmd died at sea in the 
previous October. We* are told that after an 
excellent education at home, "Mr Mac^tosh 
continued his studies in Oriental Literature for 
several years at the college established at Fort- 
WiUiam [Calcutta] for the education of voung 
gentlemen intended for the higher offices in the 
civil establishment of the East India Company." 
The jparagraph proceeds — At two successive 
examinations of this College, the gold medials 
allotted to the most distinguished wholar were 
conferred on Mr Mackintoah; but his studies 
were unfortunately pursued with en eagerness 
which so far impaired his health as to render 
a temporary residence in Europe necessary for 
its re-establishment. His death occurred when 
on his return to India, and on the eve of his 
engaging in the duties of public life, for which 
he was well ^ualiiiedl by great natural abilities, 
cultivated with assiduous cere. As a scholar, 
Mr Mackintosh's requirements were extensive, 
ranging through every department of science, 
and comprehending whatever is valuable in 
European literature or captivating in Oriental 
poetrv. He possessed an accurate knowledge of 
the Persian and other Eastern languages, and 
his poetical versions of Hafiz (wit^ mnch he 
jometimes amused his leisure hours) discover 
much dlelioac^ of taste, smoothness of versifica- 
tion, and facility of expression." 

Ibixi — At this time it was proposed to publish 
another newspaper in Inverness, to be called 
"The Northern Star." The project excited 
comment in the "Journal." 

Ibid. — ^In the same number there is a Ions; article 
on Local Manufactures. It seems that the 
Wool Factory previously established had failed, 
but the writer urges another venture, to be 
undertaken with greater skill andl attention, and 
with larger capital Even if the manufacture 
of cloth were not attempted for some time, it 
is suggested that wool-stapling would be of 
considerable importance. Tne writer desmbes 
the change in tne rural economy of the High- 
lands which had taken place during the previ- 
ous twenty years, chiefly by the introduction of 
sheep, and contends that it has proved bene- 

June 16. — Another paragraph on the Highland 
Society of Inverness states that it is a branch 
(d the London Society, aai<l instituted by com- 
mission from the Duke of Kent to the Hon. 
Archibald Fraser of Lovat. The members were 
to be admitted by ballot, tlie fee to be ten 
guineas, or an annual payment ol £1 lis 6d. 
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The chief objects of the Society were — (1) To 
preserve ibe language, martial spirit, dresa, 
music, and antiquities of the ancient Cale- 
donians; (2) To preserve from obliyion the 
▼aluabfe remains of Gaelic literature; (3) To 
establish and support Gaelic sdiools; (4) To 
relieve distressed Highlanders at a distance from 
their native homes; and (5) To promote the 
improvement and general wdfare of the north- 
em parts of Great Britain. There were to be 
quarterly meetings, and an anniversary meet- 
ing every year on 2nd Mav. 

Ibid. — Diecl, at Madras, on 24th December, when 
on the eve of returning to his native country, 
Vice-Admiral Sir Samuel Hood, K.B., and 
Naval Commander-in-Chief in India. He was 
married in 1804 to Mary, daughter of the 
last Lord Seaiorth, afterwards the Hon. Mrs 
Stewart Mackenzie. The obituary notice cites 
several instances of Sir Samuel Hood's skill, 
gallantry, and generous character. like Nel- 
son, he lost an arm in the service of his country, 
the wound being received in an action off tne 
Coast of France, in which Sir Samuel captured 
ei French squadron of four fine frigates. When 
commanding the Juno at Toulon he had to 
extricate his vessel from a difficult position, the 
operation being greatly helped by tne dexterity 
of the third lieutenant. To this officer. Sir 
Samuel, in his despatch, gave the entire credit, 
declaring that the extrication of the Juno was 
due exclusively to the third lieutenant's "ad- 
mirable presence of mind and skilful exertion.*' 
When stationed on one occasion off Jamaica* he 
saw a schooner foundering in a gale. "He 
ordered a boat to be manned for her relief; 
the danger was so great that even the hearts of 
British seamen were appalled, and no rohm- 
teers off^^ : Sir Samuel exclaimed that he 
was incapable of ordering others on a service 
of danger which he would not be the first to 
share, and instantly leapt into the boat. Hie 
spirit of the Commander dispelled the terrcnv 
of the crew: he was followed by a sufficient 
number, and had the heart-cheenng happiness 
of being thus the roeana of saving so many of 
his feNow-creatures. The House of Assembly 
of Jamaica were so enraptured with this heroic 
and humane act that they immediately met and 
voted him a sword value two hundred guineas." 

June 23. — ^A long advertiBement states tiiat at a 
meeting held at Inveriochy on 15tb June, a num- 
ber of Highland gentlemen had formed them- 
selves into "a pure Highland Society, in 
support of the true Dress, Langoage, Music, 
and Characteristics of our ilmstrious and 
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takdeoA race in the Highlftnda eaid Isles oi 
Scotland, with their gennine deaoendants 
wlHoreTer they may be." The promoter of the 
moyement was Colonel Maodonndl of Qlen- 
garry, and ninety-ieven members were enroUed 
under the title of "The Society of True High- 
landers." The proceedings of the meeting were 
conducted in Gkielic. One of the rules was that 
all real Chiefs were to be hereditary Vice- 
Preddents, from whom the President was to 
be annuirily chosen by a majority of votes, 
"be he in or oat of the peerage." 
Ibid. — ^In levelling a hulook on the farm of 
Charleston, near InvemesB, the tenant, Cbp- 
tadn Maointjrre, found, at a depth of six feet, 
a dst enclosing human bones. "From the ap- 
pearance and touch of the soil, and the forma- 
tion of the hillodc, which is ol conical form, 
and about fifty feet in diameter, it is inferred 
that this tumulus w«s an ancient cemetery." 
June 30. — ^This number, which no doubt ccMitained 
an acoouittt of the battle of Waterloo, is miss- 
ing from our file. This is not surprising, as 
there must have been an unprecedented demand 
for the paper, and any superfluous copies would 
faava been bought up. Along with the "Jour- 
nal" ihare is in our file a series of another news- 
paper, the "Edinburgh Correspondent," which 
was published three times a-week. The num- 
ber of 24th June contains the official announce- 
meat of the "Complete Defeat of Bonaparte," 
issued from Downing Street on 22nd June, 
which runs as foUows : —"The Duke of Welling- 
ton's despatch, dated Waterloo, the 19th of 
June states that on the preceding dhiy Bona- 
parte attacked with his whole force the British 
Une, supported by a corps of Prussians, which, 
after a long and sanguinary conflict, terminated 
in the complete overthrow of the enemy's army, 
with the loss of one hundred and fifty pieces of 
cannon and two Eagles. During the night, the 
Prussians, under Marshal Blucher, who joined 
in the pursuit of tiie enemy, captured 60 guns 
and a large part of Bonaparte's bagntge. The 
Allied Annies continue to pursue the enemy. 
Two French Generals were taken." The same 
paper on the 29th announces the abdication of 
Napoleon. 
July 7. — On Monday kst. Captain Madntyre dis- 
covered a&dher stone coffin in the little hiHock 
on the farm of Charleston, of the same descrip- 
tion and nearly in the same position with the 
one lately found there. 
July 14.— There is great rejoicing, "joy in grief," 
over the excite of the Highland Brigade at 
the battle of Waterloo. The suggestion is made 
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that subscripfcions should be ruted for the bene- 
fit of widows sdid children. 

Ibid. — The Court of Session decides in favour of 
the life tenure, by Mr Adam, of the office of 
Rector of the Inverness Royal Academy. Lord 
Meadowbank, in giving his opinion, said — "I 
ooncur completely with my brother, Lord 
Robertson, that it is contra bono/i mores to 
appoint a man to a school durine the pleasure 
of a set of gentlemen. It is using him like a 
shoeblack, a^ worse, for it leaves him to the 
disposal of a numerous open body, who always, 
to a proverb, have no conscience." 

Ibid. — Agents of the London Missionary Society 
visited the North and obtained liberal contribu- 
tions and donations. In Inverness the sums 
amounted to £43 18s 1^, and in Dingwall. 
Tain, and Ferrintosh to £53, making a total 
of £96 188 14d. 

Ibid. — ^"Lord Macdonald is now erecting a mag- 
nificent mansion at his family seat of Armadale 
in Sleat. In the Island of Raasoy inexhaust- 
ible nuarries have been discovered of freestone, 
of a beautiful pale white colour, which bears 
the finest polish. Mr Macleod, the proprietor, 
W now building an elegant mansion, the walls 
of which are to be formed of this native free- 
stone. The roads, piers, and villages which 
are now in progress in Skye, will soon render 
it one of the most interesting and improved, as 
it is already the most vaihnble, of the Hebridean 
islands." 

July 22.— "The Edinburgh OorrespondlenK" 
of this date announces the ordination of l^e 
Rev. James Grant as parish minister of Nairn. 
The same paper contains a long letter on the 
controversy between Highland and Lowland 
distillers. It is stated that the object of the 
Lowland distillers was to secure "that no two 
districts shall have free intercourse in spirits 
in wbidh their manufacture i« not placed under 
exactly the same regulations," and that this 
change was required to meet com<petition, not 
from the Highlands, but from Ireland. The 
Irish distiller, it seSms, had advantages whidi 
enabked him to und^ersell th^ manufacturer both 
in the Irish and Scotdi markets. As regards 
the Highlands, the writer says — "The 
permission to manufacture spirits for their own 
consumption in smaller stills and at lower dutv 
than in the Lowlands, was granted, and was, t 
believe, at the time received as a boon by tiie 
Highland diistricts ; but the effeots of the law 
were not found to be such as had been an- 
ticipated, and! its provisions were who% super- 
seded by the 54 Geo. m. o 172, which neither 
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pemiite distillatioa at lower duties nor grants 
to the Highland any priyilege not enjoyed by 
the Lowland disfcilkrs, except the use or 
smaller stills." The pointe at issue in the con- 
troversy are rather oonfused, and only a special- 
ist on the subject ooidd at tlhis distance of time 
unravel them. Highland gentlemen, however, 
seem to have been greatly impressed with tibe 
evils of smuggling, which, according to the 
writer of the above letter, had already gone 
far to effect the degradation of a noble people. 
Illicit distillation was connived at by farmers in 
remote districts, who had no market for their 
barley except among smugglers. The remedy 
proposed by the County Authorities was the 
further multiplioaition of small stills and the 
reduction of duties on the manufacture. Low- 
land distillers argued liiat the interests of the 
two districts would not dash if they could find 
a common basis for a free market. 

July 22. — ^The "Edinburgh Correspondent" of this 
SA/b contains the following communication, 
addressed by the Duke of Otranto to Lord 
CasUereaeh: — ^"I have tihe honour to acquaint 
your lordship that Napoleon Bonasarte, not 
being able to escape from the Englisn cruisers, 
or from the niarda kept vapoa the coasts, has 
taken the res^ution of going on board the Eng- 
lish ship Bellerophon, GaptiBun Maitland." His 
resolution was carried out, and in due course 
Napoleon was exiled to St Helena. 

Auffust 4. — ^The 'Inverness Journal^' of this date 
(n-om which we resume quotations) contains an 
account of the airival of the Bellerophon at 
Plymouth on 26tifa July with Bonaparte on 
board. An officer on board the Superb, in a 
letter of the 18th July, from Basque roads, 
writes : — 'The disturber of the world is ours ; 
I have been some hours in his company, and 
have had conversation with him : knowing his 
character as an individual, his fame as a 
General, and his conduct as an Emperor, the 
nund is lost in astonishment in seeing these in 
the person of a stout, inanimate, and plain- 
looking man, without a feature or expression of 
countenance indicative of anything that can 
make an impression on the mind. His delivery 
is quick, and his ideas flow most rapidly ; he 
convenes on all subjects." 

Ibid. — ^The daughter and heiress of the late Lord 
Seafortli, Lady Hood, called by a correspondent 
Lady Hood lukckenzie, arrived at Stomoway on 
the 17tii July, on a visit to the Lews. She met 
with a cordial reception. "The building of a 
public quay, so mudi wanted in this place, bad 
been commenced by the pubfio spirit of the 
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merchantfl, ahipowners, and other Inhabitantoy 
and to this nsc^ undertakmg Lady Mackenzie 
contributed with a liberality &r ezoeeding their 
most sanguine anticipatifHis. She also gave 
liberal donations to the poor of the four exten- 
Aire parishes of which the estate oonsista, otct 
and above the annual sum allotted by the Sea- 
forth family for their support." The improve- 
ment on the harbour of Stomoway mentioned 
in this letter is spoken of as an object of great 
and ffeneral importanoei. 

Ibid.— The gentlemen of Nairnshire, in com- 
memoration of Waterloo and other British 
victories, resolved to institute a Society to be 
called "The Nairnshire Patriotic Giub." 

Ibid. — On Tuesday, 11th Julv, the foundation- 
stone of Gray's Hospital, Elgin, was laid wiUi 
Ma^onio honours. It is stated that Dr Alex- 
ainder Gray, a native of Elgin, having received 
the elements of his education there, and studied 
medicine under Dr Thomaa Stephen, left that 
place and settled as a practitioner in India. 
Then he acquired an ample fortune, and 
cherishinj^ a warm attachment to the nlaoe of 
his nativity, where he had also spent toe days 
of his youth, he left by his will £20,000 fur 
buildinff and endowing an hospital at Elgin. 
The ardiitect of the bmlding was Mr Gillespie, 
Edinburgh. 

Ibid. — "The Convention of Royal Burghs have 
voted £600 to be applied for making a canal 
at Dingwall, and improving the pier and 
harbour of the ancient burgh. These improve- 
ments are to be conducted by the inhabitants, 
aided by the Parliamentary Conmiissioners for 
Highland Roads and Bridges, and the voluntary 
contributions of the gmt^ in tiie neighbouring 
country." 

August 11. — ^The Highland Society of Scotland 
iKlvertises a series of resolutions adopted at a 
meeting on 3rd Ju)y, expressing ite admiration 
and gratitude for "the late most glorious 
achievements m Flanders.' The Duke of Wel- 
lington and Prince Blucher were elected honor- 
ary memben at the Society. Special gradfioa^ 
tion was expressed at the valour of the 
"National Corps,'* indfuding the Highland regi- 
ments, and tne Secretary was instructed to 
convey the grateful thanks of tihe Society, 
subscribed by ita President, the Duke of 
Bucdeuch, to the commanding officer of each 
of these regiments, witlh a request to communi- 
cate the same to their respective corps. The 
members of the Society were recommended to 
ootttribute to the subscriptions set on foot for 
the relief of the wounded and of widows and 
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children. The following resolution appears 
among the others: — 'That while the Society 
deeply laments the loss of many of their gallant 
countrymen who have fallen on this memorable 
occasion, it feels itself particularly called upon 
to o£fer to Ewein Cameron, Esq. of Fassiefern, 
its wannest sympathy for the affliction which he 
most feel in lihe loss of his eldest son, their 
late member, Ck>lonel J<^n Cameron, of the 
92nd Regiment, so honourably distinguished 
on the present and former occasions, and whose 
meritonous services hau already attracted the 
attention of the Society ; nor can the Society 
pass over in silence the name of Lieut. -Colond 
Miller, of the 1st Regiment of Guards, also one 
of its members, whose loss as an officer of the 
highest promise in deeply regretted." 

Ibid. — ^The following is a specimen of advertise- 
ments which were issued by the proprietors from 
time to time : — "The Hon. Mrs Hay Mackenzie, 
being desirous to give the game a jubilee on her 
estates in Coigach, Stratbpeffer, and New 
Tarbet, in the County of C&omarty, requests 
no gentleman will ask leave to shoot there this 
season." 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Farmer Society continues to 
hold its meetings and competitions tot crop and 
stock. 

August 18. — ^Premiums offered for stock and crop 
bv the Isle of Skye Farming Qub. It is stated 
tnaiti this Clnb was formed in January 1812, 
under the patronage of Lord Maodonald and 
Madeod of Macleod, to encourage the improve- 
ment of black cattle, sheep, aodl draught 
horses. 

Ibid.— A meeting of the County of Nairn was held 
to raise subscriptionB for the relief of the 
wounded and of the families of the killed at 
the battle of Waterioo. Nearly £60 was sub- 
scribed. Colonel Rose of Eilravock was ap- 
pointed treasurer of the fund. 

August 25.^An aiypeaJ was madb for funds for 
the improvement of the Northern Infirmary. 
The eonount renuired was £860. 

Ibid. — ^nie C<Hnniissioner8 and Trustees for 
Fisheries, Manufactures, and Improvements in 
Soothwd awarded a number of premiums for 
promoting fisheries. These premiums were '*for 
the cod, ling, and tusk fishmg," and "for sun 
fijih caught and oil extracted from them." In 
oonnection with the cod fishing, James Ritchey, 
of Fraserburgh, as the outfitter of the Ariel of 
Lochniver (probably Lochinver) was awarded 
£60, and other awards ranged from £46 to 
£10. Under the second heading ("sun fish 
caught^" &c), Donald Campbell, master of the 
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boat Mary of Sana, waa awarded £14, and a 
number of other preminmB wait to the aame 
island, vafTing from £9 to £2 lOa. There were 
no competitors for premimns on dog fish. 

Ibid.— ''Died, at the Manse of Eiiteam, on the 
28tii nlL, deeply lamented by his family and a 
nmneorons cirde of respectable friends, the Rev. 
Harry Robertson, D.D., in the 67di year of 
hia age, and 44th of his ministiy." — ^"Died, at 
Ness Cottai^, on the 17th inst., ICrs Maddn- 
tosh, widow of the late Provost William Hack- 
intosh of this place." 

S^tember l.-^n the previous Wednesday, Mr 
Joseph Lancaster, the founder of the system of 
edittoaition which bore his name, lectured in 
Inverness. He afterwardki addressed several 
other meetings. 

Ibid. — A notice of the career and character of 
the kite Sir Samuel Hood taken from the "Bom- 
bay Courier." 

September 8.— At a Court of CoomiissioDers of 
Supply held a4; Tain a fanner was fined £20 
for shooting without a licenot^ 

Ibid. — On the 30th ult., the Northern Missionary 
Society held a meeting at Tain, and a sum of 
£101 was collected. 

September 22. — ^A.t the Circuit Court several per- 
sons from the Paridi of Kincardine, in Roes- 
shire, were tried on a charge of disinterring a 
dead bodv buried in a ohapel and throwing it 
into a hole on the seashore, and for other riot- 
ous proceedings in connection with the case. 
The people evidently believed thsit the death was 
one of suidde. There were certain flaws in the 
evidence, which resulted in the acquittal of 
the prisoners. At the same Court a Catholic 
priest from Fort-Augustas was tried under an 
old etatute for having celebrated a marriage, 
the charge being that anch a celebration on tiie 
part of a Catholic priest waa irregular, and 
exposed him to peualtieB. The trial was long, 
and led to animated discussion between the Ad- 
vocate-Depute, the Judges, and the Counsel for 
the defence, Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus. 
T^e jury returned a verdict of not proven. 
There was much complaint on account of 
the oonf usion caused by the limited accommoda- 
tion in the CourtJioaae. 

September 29.— "Drowned, on 22nd May 1814, 
at the mouth of the River Columbia, in the 
Nortihem Padfic Ocean, Donald Mactavish, 
Esq., a native of Strattherrick, and one of the 
partners of the North-West Company of 
Canada.'* Mr Mactavish had spent twenty- 
four years in Upper Canada, and had been very 
successful in promoting the business of t^ 
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ComiNUiy and securing the good-will of the 
Indian tribes and 1«heir chiefs. "Eia enterpris- 
ing genius led him to prmect and! attempt an 
eipedition across the Continent of North 
America for the purpose of establishing a con- 
nection with China; and after having esceuped 
innmnerable perils, he and six of his companions 
were nnfortonately lost near Cape Disappoint- 
ment." 

October 6.— The first tnrf of the Dingwall Cknal 
was cut on the 16th of September. 

Ibid — ^The Common Qood of the Burgh of In- 
remess, exposed to public auction, realised the 
following sums: — ^Petty Customs and pontage 
of the Old Bridlga, £2^; pontage of the New 
Bridge, £34; Anchorage and Shore Dues, 
£360 ; Hand-beUI and grass of the Chapel-yard, 
£57; small weights, £5; total, £711. 

October 13.— "The Society of True HighlaQders*' 
met at Inverloohy on the 5th inst. Glengany 
was reelected President, and Mr Ewen Mac- 
lacfalan, librarian at Aberdeen, waa appointed 
Gaelia secretary. Marshal M^iodonald, Duke 
of Tarentum, waa elected an honorary mem- 
ber. 

October 20. — ^Report of rejoicings at Altyre and 
Gordonstoun on the marriage of Sir William 
Gk>rdon-Cumming to Miss Campbell, daughter 
of tihe late Colonel Campbell of ShawfieM. 

November 3 —A correspondent of the "Journal" 
suggests that a race course should be formed at 
Dunean Croy in connection with the Northern 
Meeting. 

November 10. — ^News of the death ol Joachim 
Murat, ex-King of Naples, who made a descent 
on the Coast of Calaoria, and was captured, 
tried by Court-Martial, and' cfhot. Murat was 
reckoned Uie best cavalry officer in Europe. The 
lines of Byron may be recalled — 

"While the broken line enlarging 

Fen or fled along the plain, 
niere be sure was Murat charging^, 
Tliene he ne'er shall charge agam." 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Blargj^nore, Badenodi, on the 
19th September, Ensign John Maopheraon, late 
of the 78th Regiment, aged 88 years. He 
•fought under G^eral Wotfe at the taking of 
Qu^[>ec in 1759. 

Ibid.— Report of the Nairnshire meeting in Lon- 
don, and of the movement to erect a monument 
to Mr John Straith. Liberal subscriptions were 
announced. 

November 24.— The Crown presented the Rev. 
niomaa Mhinro to the Church and Pariah of 
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Kilteam, vacaxit by tbe deftth of the late Dr 
Robertson. 

December 8. — A grand supper and ball given at 
Fort-William on 29th JNovember. "Many of 
the bnoes of Waterloo were present, amongst 
whom we observed witn pleasure Uie gallant 
Colbnel Alexander Cameron, of the 95th Regi- 
ment, whose wounds were suffldently recoverad 
to allow him to appear as the chief support of 
the meeting, although he was unable to join in 
the macy roundto of the dance. The thauoks of 
all were due to the venerable Captain Patrick 
Campbell, of libe 42Dd, who, resuming the days 
of his youth, conducted, ae presiding manager, 
the arranaements for the evening." 

December 15. — "In our obituary of the 1st inst., 
we intimated the death of luv Elizabeth Rose 
of Ealravock, a fedy one of whose least claims 
to respect was her being the lineal representa- 
tive of a family distinguished for several cen- 
turies in this part of the country. Hie powers 
of her mind and the virtues of h^r heart ac- 
ouired for her a higher degree of veneration 
tnan the longest line of ancestry could inspire. 
Her ftmderstanding, naturally powerful, was 
highly cuJrtivated, and she aided and improved a 
memory originally tenacious by an constant habit 
of committing to writing the substance of her 
various and extensive reading. With a mind 
00 richly stored, and a rare felicity of expres- 
sion, she excelled in conversation — never, tiow- 
ever, displaying to the prejudice of another 
that superiority she was well Known to possess. 
To the poor me was ever kind and bountiful, 
ancT in her domestic circle affectionate 
and indulgent to Ihe utmost that a 
dear sense of duty permitted." This 
kdy entertained Bums at Kilravock in 
1787, and corresponded with him. Ifr 
Bain, in his History of Nairnshire, says of her : 
"Amidst all the business and social cares of her 
life, she never lost her early love of literature. 
The names of the books she readb are carefully 
noted in her diary each day, and the periodioal 
airival of the box of books from Isaac Forsyth, 
the Elgin bookseller, or a paircel of the latest 
literature from Edinburgh, gives her infinite 
pleaaure." Mrs Rose died at the age of 68. 

[bid. — ^"Died, at his house in Knoydart, on Mon- 
day the 27th of November last, Mr Ranald 
Macdonell, Skamadale, Ensign on the retired 
list of Captain Rose's Independent Company of 
Veterans, in the ninety-first year of his ase, 
respected and admired as a genuine Highlander 
of the old school, and quite unmatched in tiie 
general circle of his acquaintance. He followed 
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the fortunes of Prince Gbarlee Stnarfc from 
Prestonpaiifl to Culloden, and serred with dis- 
tinguiihed zeal in both these actions, for which 
he afterwards suffered banishment to India for 
seven years, dtaring which period he served in 
the Hussars. When returning to England, the 
vessel in which he sailed happoied to m boarded 
by a French man-of-war, oefore Ranald was 
aware of what was passing on deck and had 
furnished himself with a cutUss ; but he, darting 
like ao eagle among the vioton, actually re- 
took the firitish ship, killing, single-handed, 
all the afitoniihed Frenchmen who attempted to 
withstand his athletic rage, and driving the 
rest over the vessel broads^ into the sea. His 
retentive memory and mental faculties were 
spared him till within a few days of his last ; 
end till above ninety he had the use of his 
powerful limbs. Hia fathor, his brother, and 
his nephew, as well as himself, ell served the 
Prince at the same time, and were personally 
known to H.B.H. ; the father had, however, 
drawn his first sword with his Chief, Glen- 
nrry, under Viscount Dundee, in the batUe of 
fijUiecranlde, who had tiie Roywi Standard 
entrusted to his care, and conmianded the whole 
of the dan Donnuill, drawn up as of old on the 
right of the army, which was composed almost 
entirely of the Highland dans. The mortal 
remains of this veteran were deposited with the 
du0t of his fathers in Eillechoan on Friday the 
let of December, leaving a wife, three daugh- 
ters, many grandchildr^, and several ^reat- 
grandchilciren to bewail his dleath ; exclusive of 
sons who had fallen in the service of their 
country, two of whom had followed the young 
Macdonell, in the year 1792, into tlie Ist 
Fencible Regiment, tiience into the Glengarry 
(or Ist British) Fencibles, and from that into 
the line." This was surelv the same veteran 
whose marriage was recorded in the previous 
May although he was then oalled Ronald, and 
he was said to be in his 95th year. 
December 22. — ^This number records the death of 
the Hon. Archibald Fraser of Lovat, pn^uie- 
tor of the Lovat Estates, and last surviving son 
of Simon of the '46. Bom in Au£ust 1736, he 
had completed his 79th year. The obituaiy 
notice in the "Journal** is as follows: — ^"On 
Friday the 8th inst., the Hononrable Archibald 
Fraser of Lovat, Colonel Commandant of the 
First Regiment of Invemess-shire Local 
Militia, s(Hnetime BritiKh Consul at Algiers, 
and afterwards member of Parliament for the 
County of Liveniess, died at his seat of Beau- 
fort Oastle, in the Aird, near Inverness, in 
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the 80tli year of his age. He was married to 
Jane, only sister of Sir William Eraser, 
Baronet, late of Hoy Lodge, in the Coontv of 
Essex, by whom he had five sons, all of wnom 
predeceased himself. His eldest son, who pos- 
fleesed distinffuished abilitieB, mt in \he first 
Imperial Parliament of the United Kingdom. 
He was Colonel of the Fraser Fencibles for a 
series of years, and went on seryice with them 
to Irehmd, where he fell into a consumption 
from fatigue, and died at Lisbon, whither he 
had gone for the benedSt of his health, in the 
month of April 1803. The disconsolate widow 
and mother still survives to lament the loss of 
all her family." Under a deed of entail the 
Striohen family succeeded to the estates, and 
worthily sustain the ancient honours of the 
House. The eldest son of the Hon. Archibald 
Fraser left an illegitimate son, Archibald 
Thomas Frederick, who under a disoosition 
made by his grandfather in 1812 acquired the 
lands of AbertarfiF. He died in 1884, and the 
lands reverted to the head of the house. 
During the latter part of the year collections 
were maide in moaiy parishes in the Highlands 
for the benefit of wounded soldiers, and of the 
widows and orphans of the slain. By these col- 
lections considerable sums were realised. 



Mr James Suter, in his Memorabilia under date 
1815, has the following paragrai)hs: — "Thorn - 
bush Pier built, and old harbour in part rebuilt 
and deepened. Expense about £3300, raised by 
the Town Council on loan, to be paid by new shore 
dues. The Thombush Pier is accessible to vessels 
of 300 tons." [From paragraphs in the "Courier" 
of 1818 we infer that the 'Aornbush Pier was only 
begun in 1815, and not completed for a year or 
two afterwards.] 

"A Society of Solicitors formed (1815). The 
members of this Society had' been previouslycalled 
Writers. In 1782 there were only three Writers 
in the town, and now [1823, when the notes were 
written] there are above twenty." 
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No. X. 

With the year 1816 a new era opens. The 
long peace had begun, and with it questions 
of domestic interest revived. In the High- 
lands the laws relating to distilleries assumed 
great importance. In the previous year the 
subject had been mooted, but it now became 
pressing. There was a moral and a financial 
question at stake. The people were greatly 
addicted to smuggling and averse to habits 
of steauy industry ; while the market for barley 
was so restricted that farmers connived at 
the practice of illicit distillation for the sake 
of seUing their grain. As a remedy for both evils, 
the lo<»l authoritiee petitioned Parliament 
to legalise the erection of small distilleries, 
and to secure a free market in the Lowlands 
for the sale of Highland whisky. A consider- 
able agitation arose on this subject, <rf which 
some particulars are given below. 

In June 1816 came the announcement that 
Government and Parliament had sanctioned 
the erection of small stills in the Highlands, 
and county meetings were held to express 
satisfaction with the new law, and to take 
steps for supervising licences and putting 
down smugging. Frevious to this date 
licences haa apparently been granted in a 
free and easy fashion, and there were many 
unlicensed houses. As the year advanced 
distress in the Kingdom became greater owing 
to the want of employment, and to the opera- 
tion of the Com Iaws in keeping up the price 
of grain. In Inverness poverty seems tor a 
time to have been relatively lees than in other 
places, but its presence made itself felt. 
Towaras the end of the year riots occurred 
in London. 

The year is memorable for the earthquake 
which twisted the Inverness town spire. The 
shock was acute and created great consterna- 
tion. It was felt over a wide area, extending 
from Caithness to the centre of Scotland. 

From the ^'Inverness Journal" 
1816. 

January S.^Tho New- Year opens with the follow- 
ing paragraph: — ^"We are nappy in the oppor- 
tunity, «t the same time that we offer our 
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readers the oompliments of the teuoo, of 
congratntarting them on the prospect of a general 
and lasting peace, -with which the New- Year has 
been nshered in. Its inunediate consequences 
bear hard on the hnsbandman, but we could 
scarcely remt effects resulitiing from a redund- 
ancy of the most necessary articles ol life, 
were that redundancy less of an artificial nature 
than it is. As, howeyer, the immense im- 
portations of foreign grain, wliich were made 
on the passinff of the G6m Bill, wear away (the 
magnitude of which, with unusually prolific 
seasons, has lowered its rate to a degree quite 
beyond the other articles of consumption, and 
inconsistent with the interests of any oIaob of 
sooiety, for it is from unnaturally low prices 
that famine may again be apprehended), it 
may be expected that the produce of the coun- 
try will again find its level, and being met by 
tlie falling wages and prices of a period of 
peace, that the farmer mar again contemplate 
his prospects with comfort The same number 
sums up the institutions which had been started 
in the town and district during the past few 
montiis. These were the Atheneum, a Sayings 
Bank, an establiAhment for the suppression of 
begging, a Horticultural Society, a Highland 
Soaety, and "a Society of True Highlanders." 

Ibid. — ^"Died, last month, at Blaich, near Fort- 
William, Sergeant Alexander Fraser. late of 
the 21st Regiment, in the 99th year of his age. 
He i« supposed to have been the last surviyor 
of those who fought under his young CSiief, in 
the cause of the unfortunate house of Stuart in 
1746." 

January 12. — ^The collections in the High Church, 
the Gaelic CSiurch, and the Ohapd of Ease 
(East Gfhurch) for the Northern Infirmary, 
amounted to £127 7b 6d. The quartern loaf 
of fine flour, which preyiously sold at lid, had 
been reduced to lOd, and there was a prospect 
that it would fall to 9id. A proportionate re- 
ductiooi took place in inferior bread. 

Ibid.— "Lord Sinltoun, Oolonels Maodonett and 
liaddnnon, and Mr Hamilton, in the name of 
tbe S cottish Highlanders, presented Louis 
AVllL on the 29ih ult. with a copy of Oasian 
in the C^kielic language." 

January 19.— A full account of the aboye presenta^ 
tion, which was of quite a ceremonious diarac^ 
ter, appears in this issue. The Poems were 
preMnted from the Highland Society of Lon- 
don, and the deputation wae introduced by the 
British Ambassador. ICr James Hamilton, the 
secretary of the Society, appeared in full High- 
land garb. The deputation bad been also in- 



1816] File of Inverness Journal. 101 

•tnicted to present a copy to Marshal Maodon- 
ald, Dake of Taxentum, wxt aa he waa absent on 
an important mission, it was, at the ICarshars 
request, delivered to hip danffhter, the Duchess 
of jCassa, "who gavte a grana ront on the occa- 
sion to all the hwatj and fashion of Paris." 

Ibid. — ^There is « long article on the subject of 
smuggling and distiikleries. Smuggling had 
increased in consequence of depression in farm- 
ing, and the increased difficulty of findioff a mar- 
ket for the sale of barley. 'It is a fact weU known 
that smuggled spirits at present are cheaper, 
mora easily obtained, andt consumed in greater 
quantities than for many years past l%ere is 
no duty paid for almost any part of tibe spirits 
of home manufacture coosumed in the His^ilands 
of Scotland, and we need not add! that the 
quantity] is very considerable and the consequent 
diminution of revenue very great. Indeed, it 
is vexT generaJlY believed tiiat the Excise duties 
levied in the Hishlands, including the penalties 
recovered from delinquents, are scarcely suffici- 
ent to defray the expense of securing and collect- 
ing them." Justices of the Peace, sensible of 
the hardships of the countiy, were disposed to 
inflict slight fines. It apDears that the market 
in the Lowlands had lately been opened to the 
legitimate Highland distiller, but tliis was sub- 
ject to the condition of usinff a still of a large 
capad^, and very few could be found to em- 
bark in the business. The remedy proposed was 
to sanction 30 or 40 mllon stiUs in the High- 
lands, giving them a free market and fair and 
moderate duties. "The subject is, in our 
opinion, of vitsl importance to all classes of 
tne community in this part of the Highlands.** 

January 26. — ^Tne County of Banff petitioned Par- 
liament for the re-establishmeot of small distil- 
leries, and for the equalisation of duties on 
spirit*— Scotland being then subject to a duty 
of 3d per gaUon more dan England and Ireland. 

February 2. — This issue contains a lonc^ list of 
premiums given by the Hig^kland Society for 
agricultural improvements, essays, ani in- 
ymtions. 

February 9.^A subscription library was estab- 
lished' at Nairn, Mr James A. Grant of View- 
field, president. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, on the 25th ult., at his seat of 
Bavenhead, near liyerpool. Colonel Eraser of 
Culduthel. a gentleman whose benevolent and 
friendly disposition, and whose upright and 
independent mind, make him equally a loss to 
his private friends and to this county." 

February 16.— On Wednesday the 7th inst., the 
Invemess-ahire IGlitia marched from Forres, 
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whiere they were qnartoed for a time. "The 
Inyerness-flhiro ne^er were in quarters they liked 
better." On their leaving, a great crowd ac- 
companied them to the Bridge of Findbom, at 
which the regiment faced round and gave three 
cheers, "in token of their esteem and attach- 
ment for the kind friends they Ihed left, and 
their good wishes f<Mr the success and prosperity 
of the town aiMi its yicinity." 

Ibid.— A decision of the Barons of the Exchequer 
again prohibited the southern market to High- 
land distilled whisky. The Inyemess Farmer 
Society resolved to address Parliament on the 
subject. An Easter Ross fanner, wri^ting in 
(jhis issue, says — ^"ICany of our brethren, have 
been ruined by the great depression of price 
for agricultural produce, and almost all of us 
are struggling with diificulties to save our 
credit." 

March 8. — G. Macpherson-Grant, Esq. of Ballin- 
dalloch and Invereshie, was on the 6th curt, 
unanimously elected member of Parliameot fw 
tibe County of Sutherland. 

March 15. — ^The resolutions are publidied of a 
county meeting in Sutherland called! to consider 
the Distittery Laws. Mr Macpherson-Grant, 
M.P., presided. The meeting complained of 
the excessive malt tax and other disadvantages. 
"That the provision in the Act 54 of the King, 
allowing the use of Stills, of a capacity not 
under wO gallons, was by no means suited for 
the Highland District, which, though subse- 
quently reduced by an order of the Treasury to 
200 gallons, has, in such modification, and in 
the permission of exportation out of the Hit^h- 
fiand restrict, been entirelv defeated by a recent 
judgment of the Gourt of Exchequer in Scotland, 
which has rendered nugatory the benefit in- 
tended by this Act." The meetinff asked for a 
reduction of the malt duty by one-half ; for the 
equalisation of duties between the Highland 
and Lowland districts; and for permission to 
work in the Highlands with stills of the capacity 
of 50 or 60 gallons. 

March 22. — ^This issue gives the resolutions of a 
meeting of the County of Inverness on the sub- 
ject of ttie Distillery Laws. Mr William Fraser- 
Tytler, Sheriff-Depute and Convener, was in 
the chair, and lihe resolutions were substantially 
the same as those adopted by the County of 
Sutherlaad, though difiering somewhat in de- 
tail. A preamble to the substantive part of 
the resolutions declared that the changes asked 
for by the meeting were required 'for the restor- 
ation of the moral character of the people, for 
the promotion of the agriculture of the county, 
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aixi for the improyenient and protection of the 
revenae." Meetings were (held in other coun- 
ties and hj Farmer Societies, making nrffent 
representations of the same character as those 
from Sutherland and Inverness. 

Ibid.— At a ploughing match at Spynie, in Moray- 
shire, "a oonaidenuble number of iron plougns 
appeared, and it was remarked that their work 
was done in the neatest manner." 

Ibid. — "Ihere is now living in the parish of 
Ra£ford, near Forres, an old man nanfed James 
Watson, now aged 99 years, and his wife, C. 
Gumming, also alive in her 95th year. They 
have lived tosether for the space of 66 years 
as man and wi&. Watson fought at the memor- 
able battle of Culfoden." 

March 29.-- A distiller in the neighbourhood of 
Inverness was ruined by the (fedsion of the 
Barons of the Exchequer prohibiting the ex- 
portation of spirits to the Lowlands. 

Aprid 5. — "During the laat mouth 15 ioxes, 5 
wild cats, and 2 badgers were killed in the 
woods of Brahan by John Walker, gamekeeper 
to Lady Hood Mackenzie. All Uiese animals 
were killed within a mile of the gamekeeper's 
lodge.'' 

Ibwl.— Died, at Cantray, on< 28th March, Sir David 
Davidson of Cantray, Knight. 

April 12. — "The following is, we think, a curi- 
ous and important fact. In 1812 an alarm being 
spread that a sang of coiners aoid thieves were 
on their way from Aberdeen to Invemetis, the 
Magistrates, by wav of precaution, desired all 
the publicans to oe brought before them, 
licensed and unlicensed, and 128 were collected. 
As all those of the latter dscription were liable 
to prosecution, it may be supposed that many 
of them, from being overlooked, and from the 
favour of the officers, dia not appear." These 
extra places, the writer thinks, may be "moder- 
ately rated" at 32, making 160 in all — "a num- 
ber which, considering the population of 
Inverness, must have a very pernicious effect 

' on the morals of the people, particularly as 
the uidicensed (forming a very great proportion) 
are subject to no check whatever." 

April 26. — ^This number contains the report of the 
trial of Mr Sellar in connection with the evic- 
tions in Strathnaver. The jury returned a 
veidict of not suilty, and the report bears that 
"the highest character was es1»blished on the 
part of Mr Sellar for moderation, humanity, 
and kindness of disposition from his earliest diays 
upwards." 

Ibid.— "Died, at Nairn, on the 20th inst., in the 
88th year of her age. Miss Akxandrina Rose 
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of KilniTock, the last BurriTing daughter of 
Hugh Rote, Esq. of Kilravock, great-gnuid- 
father of the present Hugh Bote, Ssq. (3 Kil- 
ravock; a lady most jucrUy and univenaUy 
esteemed and regretted by all who had the 
pleasure of her aoqnaintanoe." 

Ibid. — Died, at Brora, on the 3rd, on his vay 
home from Aberdeen, Hugh Mackay, eldest son 
of the late Captain John Mackav of Skerray. 
He was in his third session at the University 
of Aberdeen, and a student of exceptional pro- 
mise. 

May 3. — ^The annual nkeetinff of Commissioners of 
&ipply was held, BherifT Fras^ -Tytler, Con- 
vener, in the chair. A communication was read 
from Mr Charles Grant, member for the County, 
on the subject of the Distillery Laws as affect- 
ing the Highlands, "from which thero is the 
strongest srounds for believvig that the exer- 
tions which have been made by the Highland 
Counties, for procuring a fair and deliberate 
investigation of their cam are likely to be 
attend^ with the most} beneficial results." The 
thanks of the meeting were conveyed to the 
hon. member, on the motion of Mr Qrant of 
Corrimony, seconded by Raiemore. 

Ibid. — "Died, lately, at GlenccJvie, pariflh of Kin- 
cardine, Ross-shire, Alexander Campbell, ali^e 
Iveradi, at the advanced age of 117 years. He 
was bom in 1698, carried arms in 1716 under 
William, Lord Ross, and till his death showed 
tiie chaiacterifltic hardihood of a Highlander to 
an uncommon degree. In the severest weather 
he went with his neck and breast bare, and to 
the last walked perfectly erect; his dress the 
short coat, klR, and plaid, and his staff gener- 
ally across his breast. Till the uncommon 
storm of snow of last winter fell, he could 
walk down to Gledfield and the Manse i|n «. day, 
the distance being about 11 miles. He entered 
as a scholar last year in one of the Ga^c 
Society Schools in this parish, actually learn- 
ing the alphabet, and began spelling, wheao! his 
further promas was aiTMted by the failure of 
his sight. He waited last harvest on the Rieht 
Hon. Lord Ashburton at Roseball, when his 
lordship, with his wonted benevolence, gave 
him a shilling for every ^ear of his life, and 
a finilier sum to buy a little of his favourite 
usquebagh, to keep Ihis old age comfortable, in 
all upwards of six guineas. His lordship's 
donation outlived Iverach's days, and helped to 
put the hoary veteran decently under the turf." 

May 10. — At a meeting of the Commissioners of 
Supply of the County of Ross, it was resolved 
to present a piece of plate, of not less than a 
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bandied guineas value, to Donald Ifadeod, 
Ea^. of Qeanies, "am a mark of the high sense 
which they entertain of the services rendered 
b^ him, in the able, impartial, and successful 
diadiarge of the duties of Cbnyener during the 
long period of forty years." Ifr Macleod hav- 
ing resigned, Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross, 
was elected Convener. 

Mav 31. — ^There are two public ceremonies at 
Nairn reported in this issue. On l6th April 
the foundation-stone wa« laid of a monumental 
pillar to the memory of Mr John Straith, late 
schoolmaster. The monument was raised at the 
expense of the Nairnshire meeting in London, 
Mr Isaac Ketchen being secretary and treasurer. 
The foundaticm-stone was laid "in presence of 
all the resident acholexs in the town and parish 
of Nairn; Robert Faloonar, Esq., Sheriff-Sub- 
stitute of tbe County ; Robert Dempster, Wil- 
liam Robertson, and John Ore, Esouires, pre- 
sent Magistrates of the Burgh of Nairn, and 
the other heritors and chief residenters of the 
parish.' Mr Thomas Dick Lauder designed 
tihe pillar, and Mr John M. Watt, junior, 
Nairn, was architect. On ihe 28th of Ma^ 
there was another procession held by the resi- 
dent scholars as a conmiemoration. Mr Isaac 
Ketchen spoke, and there waa a public dinner, 
at wluch Mr Thomas Dick Lauder was one of 
the speakon. 

June 14. — ^'In our paper of this date the Parlia- 
mentary debate which has taken place on our 
Distillery Laws will be found, and it will be 
seen that the two grand objeote of our petitions 
have been granted, namely, a free market for 
our spirite and permission to erect small stills, 
even to forty gallons; the duty is also re- 
duced 25 per cent, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer stating that it could not be made 
lawer without a corresponding deduction in the 
English duties. Tb/d superintendence of these 
small stills wiU, of course, be considerably more 
expensive to Gevemment than the large ones. 
We have now a free market, with permiesion 
to use stOls as much proportioned to small 
capital as oould be expected; we cannot there- 
fore compladn of want of means to consume our 
barley, or being compelled to drink a bad spirit 
from a larg® still; and we do hope that the 
promises w£i<ch accompanied om: petitions, and 
under which the concessions of Government have 
been granted, will be fulfilled and! the object of 
these oonoeesions made effectual.*' Under the 
bill passed at this time the duty on epirits was 
reduced from 8s 4d to 6s 4d per gallon. It 
sliuids at 'present at lis per gaUon. 
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IbkL— "Harried, at Ardereder, on Saturday, the 
Ist curt., John Maoandrefv^, Ew}.* solicitor in 
Inyemess, to Oa4iierine, daughter of Jamea M ac- 
pheraon, Esq. of Ardender." ''Married, at 
InYemeas, on lionday, the 10th inst., P. A. 
Fraser, Esq. of Oulduthel, to Jane Anne 
Catherine, only daughter of E. S. Fraser, Esq. 
of Reilig." 
June 28. — A correspondent at Thurso writes: — 
"Althouf^h Goyemment does not at present hold 
out any encoura^mcnt, yet emigration to 
America still continues to depopulate the High- 
lands. In the course of last summer 137 mues 
and 79 fenwles, in aH 216 persons of all ages, 
were shipped at this port, partly for Ixird 
Selkirk's property on the boiiks of the Red 
River ; and on the 12tih of this month the brig 
Vine, of Peterhead, sailed hence to Picton with 
a cargo of the same description, to the number 
of 82 pasBengers of both sexes, being all that 
the Teasers tonnage could adinit by law. These 
last were engaged by a Mr Logan, a settler in 
Canada. We are informed, too, that another 
ship is expected here for the same object.'* 
While the Vine was at Thurso, its master, 
Captain Davidson, and other two persons, were 
drowned by their boat upsetting when crossing 
the bar. 
July 5.— On th^ evening of the Ist onrt. the 
foundation-stone of one of the piers of the Ding- 
' wall Canal was laid by Mr Mackenzie of Hilton, 
Provost of the Burgn. The ceremony was fol- 
lowed! by a luncheon. 
July 12.~^An Inverness Tobacco Manufactory 
established some time previously, advertises '*a 
considerable quantity of fine and mid twist that 
will bear comparison with any in the kmgdom.*' 
July 19. — ^Report of a meeting of the Hiehland 
Society of Sootland in Edinburi^h. 'Walter 
Soott, Esq., in an eloquent addi^, brought 
undlBr the view of the meetinc^ the distinguished 
merits of Mrs MacLeod of Macleod, who. since 
she became connected with the Highlands and 
Islands, has assiduously endeavoured to pro- 
mote the industry and comfort of the peasantry 
where her influence extended, by establishing 
8chr>ols, building cottages, and such other 
measures as were conducive to their happiness ; 
and with a view to enabling her to become more 
familiar with their habiits and manners, had 
suooesefully studied their language. He con- 
cluded by movinff that she should be electa a 
member of the Society, without tiie form of 
ballot, with wuich regulation in those instances 
where ladies of such distinguished rank and 
merit came forward in support of the Institu- 
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tion, the Sociefy was in the hftbit of dispennng. 
This motion haying been seconded by Hieiiry 
IfackenjEie, Esq., and supported by Lord Ban- 
natyne, was nnanimonsly adopted, and Mrs 
Ifacleod of Ifadeod was elected a member ac- 
cordingly." 

Ibid — Ttie report of the Highland Society also 
beais that in 1814 an hononu^ premium was 
awarded to Mr Mackenzie of mlton for an im- 
provement of waste hmd in the Valley of 
Siarathpeffer. The Society's highest gold medal 
was now awtarded to Dr James Wishart, tenant 
of the farm of Waterloo, on the TuHoch estate, 
for improving e^ut 70 acres in the same 
valley. 

Ibid. — The same issue reports the first anniversarv 
meeting of the "Society of IVue Highlanders,^' 
held at Inverlochy on the 12th of June. Many 
ladies were present, and' the gentlemen were 
"almost to a man" in the full uniform of their 
regiments or the Highland dress. There was a 
grand baU, which is described in glowing terms. 
"Colonel Stewart of Garth wore large, round 
Oaimfform buttons, ridily set; others had the 
globubr silver buttons of their ancestry, and 
the higShly finished pistols, dirks, powder-horns, 
and other paraphernalia gave an air of mag- 
nificence to the whole far more brilliant than 
expeofcation had sanctioned." The ball was led 
off by Mrs Macdonell of Gleni^arry and Colonel 
Stewtart. Glengarry himself was the chief 
organiser of this Society. 

July 26. — ^The number gives an extract from a 
1>ook published in Paris, "The Tour of a French- 
man" in Britain in 1810 and 1811. The writer, 
q)eaking of Scotland, says: — "Even in Scot- 
land civilisation makes sensible progress, but 
there may still be seen some fine women, very 
well dressed, with white muslin gowns, glovW. 
and even a parasol, holding their shoes and 
their stockings in diehr hands, and walking 
bore-footed through the mire. They defend the 
custom as cleanly, for it is absolutely necessary 
to wash the feet: as healthful, for they are 
sure not to have wet covering for the feet ; and 
no one can deny that it is economical." 

August 2. — ^Died,' at Nairn, on the 25th July, 
Major J. G. King, of the Portuguese service. 
He served under the Duhe of Wellington during 
the Peninsular War, and was present in every 
action down to Orthes. when ne was severely 
wounded while gallantly leading on his regi- 
ment. From the eifects of these wounds he 
nltamately died at the early ai?e of 26. 

Ibid. — "At Aberdeen, on the 13th ult., in the 
73rd yeiar of his age, 52nd of his ministry, and 
34th of his Episcopate, the Right Rev. John 
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Skinner, eenior Bishop and Primus of the 
Episcopal Church in Scotland, a man whose 
eminence and superior usefulness in his station 
are too deeply engraven on the hearts both of 
the clergy and laity of tbot communion ever to 
be obliterated." 

August 9.— The "Journal" Advertises itself as the 
only newspaper publi^ed north of Aberdeen, 
and as circulating extensivelv in the Hi^- 
lands, in other puts of titie United KingdMn, 
and in the Colonies. Mr James Fraser is men- 
tioned as editor and publisher. 

Ibid.— County meetings are advertised intimating 
the regulations required for the establishment 
of smufi stills of not lees than 40 sallons. These 
stills had to be sanctioned ejid ucensed by the 
Magistrates. The Roes-shire Cbunty meeting 
adopted a series of resolutions recommending 
the MiclMLelmas Head Court to divide the county 
into districts, the Justices in each district to 
meet twice aryear for tihe purpose of granting 
licences, and that aiterwaids the members of 
the meeting will exert themselves to the utmost 
of t^eir i)ower for the suppression of all un- 
licensed tippKng houses." Dne of the resolu- 
tions is as follows : — ^"That the meeting are of 
opinion that the pnuctioe of bestowing on the 
officers of Excise a proportion of the 6nes levied 
on delinquents, ought to be discontinued, and 
some other mode of remunerating their activity 
-adopted, because, though no doubt it proves a 
stimulus to those officers to bring as many 
offenders into Court as possible, it gives them 
an interest in the oontmuance of the illegal 
trade, and forms a strong inducement to their 
using indirect means to prevent its extinction.'* 

Ibid. — "We understand that on Saturday the 
young Chief of the Frasers came, for the first 
time, to make some stay on his i»operty at 
Beaufort Castl*e, on which occasion numerous 
bon-fires testified! the congratulation of the 
tenantry and fA the nei^bourins gentlemen." 

August 16.— On Tuesday, the 13ui inst, about 
20 minutes to 11 p.m. , a violent shock of earth- 
q[uake was felt at Inverness. "Some of the 
inhabitants who had retired to rest were sod- 
denlv tossed out of their beds, and many were 
teiribly alarmed by the universal shaking of the 
houses, the rattling of the slates, and the tre- 
mendous crash of krge stones which were pre- 
ciipiitated with violence from many of the 
dumney tops. Happily, however, from the 
lateness of uie hour very few persons were then 
in the streets, and consequently no lives were 
lost." The concussion lasted' about 20 seconds, 
and in many houses bells rung for nearly a 
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minute. There was great coiiste]:ika4ion in the 
town, people ruBhJng half-dreBsed into the 
streets, and some of them making for the ooiin- 
Ury. "The atmosphere during t£e evening was 
clear and serene, and the thermometer stood at 
54 degs. without variation. In the morning it 
appeued th&t the beautiful spire attached to 
the Jail was, at the distance of several feet 
from the top, completely rent and twisted 
several inches round, in a direction from the 
east towards the north-west. As most of the 
stones detached from the chinmey tops appear 
to have been thrown in the same direction, it 
seems probable that the motion of the earth- 
quake was from the north-west towards the 
south-east, because the motion of the 
undulation towards the south-east being 
communicated to the lower sooner than 
to the higher parts of the build- 
ings, those parts of the latter whose cohesion 
was not suffideutlv strong, would uaftorally 
be left behind, and projected in a north-west 
direction. This opmion is confirmed by a 
scientific gentleman well acquainted by exneri- 
ence with this awful phenomenon, who na|p- 
pened to be on the street at the time of the 
concussion. By accounts already received, it 
appears that the same shock was felt at Ding- 
wall, Forres, and Pitmain ; but that it was more 
violent towards the north and! west than to- 
wards the south andl east." The earthquake was 
also felt at Aberdeen, the time being given at 
4 minutes to 11 o'clock, and the duration of 
the shock 6 seconds. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Highland Society had a short 
time bef(^e come to a resolution to establish a 
market for sheep and wool, to be hebd annually 
at Inverness on the first Tuesday after the 
Fort- William market, held in June. The pro- 
posal met with general approbation. The In- 
verness Fanner Society, at a meeting on the 
9th inst., resolved to give it their supp<»t. 

Ibid. — ^niere is a paragraph reporting the examin- 
ation of the Ladie^ School kept at Cromairty 
bv Miss Bond. This is the lady who figures in 
Hugh Mffler's "Schools and Schoolmasters." 

August 23. — ^There are conlanued reports of the 
extent of the earthquake, one giving minute 
details from Mr Dick Lauder at Kelugas. The 
shock was felt from Wick to Perth and Mon- 
trose. It seems to have been more violent at 
Inverness than any other part of Scotland. 
"A slight shock was felt here about 16 and 
another about 40 years ago : in 1756 when 
Lisbon woe destroyed by an earthquake, Ixx;h- 
Ness was thrown into violent agitation, but 
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we do not find that thU was apparent in the 
present instance." 

Ibul. — ^''At the last InTerneM-shire Farmer Society 
meetting, it was reeol^ied with regard to aer- 
▼ante Mred from the town aod neighbourhood, 
that no higher weges should be given than 6d 
a-day for women, whether working at turnips, 
hay, OT any other employment, except ahearing 
in harvest, when the highest wages cdioxdd be 
lOd for women aaid Is 6d for men.*' '*Our fish 
mfirket has of late been universally well sup- 
plied. Salmon seUs from 4d to 6d per lb., aad 
fine fresh herring at Id per dozen." 

Ausnst 26. — ^"The ports we definitely shut against 
the import of roreisn corn and fiour for the 
ensuing tihree mon&». The aggregate prices 
for tlie last three weeks, whidi regulaite the 
imfports, were-^Wheat, 76s 6d ; barley, 308 Id ; 
oats, 23s 3d ; rye, 42s Id ; beans, 34s Yd ; pease, 
34b 8d. We trust that a continuation of the 
present most favourable weather will render us 
altogether independent of importation for 
anomer year." 

Ibid. — For the first tdme, so far as we have ob- 
served, there are notes of sport in connection 
with the 12th of August. The weathet had 
been unfavourablie for diooting, "but tJhe llar- 

2nis of Huntly's party have had excellent sport, 
aving killed during the first week 553 brace 
of muirfowl, 4 brace of ptarmigan, besides 
snipes, plovers, and hares." The name of the 
moor is not given. Another note states that a 
nfirty at Invereslhie would have killed a thousand 
orace by Saturday night; that in one partv of 
three guns, each gentleman killed from 50 to 
77 brace per day. **Tlie writer fears the an- 
nijhilation of the grouse; the storm is said to 
have driven them from the hills, and there 
being therefore no preserve, the slaughter in 
the lowier lands is the more fatal." 

September 6. — ^The weather is reported oold, with 
frequent showers of hail, sharp frost at nights, 
and snow on the higher hiUs. There was fear 
for the crops. "Since tihe year 1782 there has 
not been a more ungenial season." 

September 20. — A. festival and series of games 
were held at Invergany on the 14th in connec- 
tion with the Society of True HighlantSers. 
"At sunrise the standbxd waved from the old 
castle tower." This was said to have been the 
first time it was hoisted since the fli^t of 
Prince (Carles in 1746. 

Sefptember 27. — James Robertson elected Provost 
of Inverness. 

Ibid. — Several persona were tried at the Circuit 
Court for obstructing and assaulting Excise 
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offioers in the discharge of their duty. The 
peraoiiB found guilty were sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment. The presiding Judge again 
oomplained of the insufficient aooommodation of 
tbe Court-house. 

October 4.— Mr Charles Grant, senior, M.P. for 
the County, waa elected President of the Inver- 
ness Auxiliary of the Bible Society, and being 
present, deUyered an address. 

Ibid. — Colonel Baillie of Leys ^ve £10 to the 
Society for Suppressing Mendicity, £5 to the 
Coal Fund, and £85 to the Northern Infirmary 
(to which on a former oocaeion he had< given 
£16). It is stated that Colonel Baillie had been 
absent for 25 years, "during a considerable por- 
tion of which he filled e* distinguished diplo- 
matic situation with much credit to himself 
and much benefit to his country." He is com- 
plimented on tbe buildings «nd extensive im- 
provements which he had in contemplation. 

October 18. — ^"Died, on the 8th curt. , at the Manse 
of Dornoch, in the Tlst year of his age and the 
39tih of his ministry, the Rev. John Bethnne, 
D.D., minister of Dornoch. As a man, a 
clergyman, a Christian, and a relation he was 
equalled by few and inferior to none. His 
memcvy wi]) long be cherished with the warmest 
affection ; his worth is deeply engraven on the 
hearts of all who bad the happiness of knowing 
him ; and his loss will be deplored not only by 
his sorrowing family, but by all to whom his 
merits and virtues were known. 

October 25. — ^The NorUiem Meeting was held the 
pmvioios week. "Tbe meeting resolved that a 
plate of 50 guineas should be given next ye^r 
out of the funds for any horse cairying 10 
stone that never won a plate (Hunter^s l^Iate ex- 
cepted), to be run for on Wednesda;^ of the 
Meeting, and named a special Committee for 
providing a proper course; to diefray the ex- 
pense of which £20 was voted from the funds 
of tbe Meeting." 

November 1. — ^^e annual meeting of the Trafal- 
gar Qub was held at Forres on the 29th ult., 
Mr Dick Lauder of Belugas in the chair. The 
Marquie of Hnntly was unable to be present 
owing to tbe illness of a relative. "On the 
motion of the Rev. John Macdonell, the large 
and haoidsome china bowl, a present from Lord 
Huntiy. had three quarts of whisky put into it, 
which' being made into excellent punch, was 
emptied to the health of the Noble Donor.** 

November 8. — ^It is stated that the Society for the 
suppression of begging had 160 pensioners. A 
sum of £400 had been subscribed by members 
of lite Society for the requirements of the year, 
IMid "£370 hfts already been recovered.'* 
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Ibid. — "Died, at NeBS-aide, on tbe Ist inst., Angus 
llackintoab of Holm, Esq., a man whose loss 
will be felt in private life as tbe kind and con- 
stant friend, the indolgent master, and the poor 
man's counsellor and protector ; in public life as 
one whose hieh and correct notiona of probity 
furnished us^l examnle and reproof; an up- 
right and assiduous Magistrate, whom neither 
private views nor personal influence could sway 
from a conscientious discharge of his duty; a 
zealous and active supporter of every measure 
which he thought beneficial to the countv." 

November 15. — After the cold summer toere had 
been an improvement in the weather, but the 
winter began with great severity, and & heavy 
fall of snow. ''Wa regret to say that several 
lives have been lost ; two days ago the bodies 
of two women and a ohild were found buried in 
tbe snow, about two hundred! yards from the 
great road near Dahnagarry ; the bodies of two 
men have been found in the hills of Aberarder, 
and two more are missins. A post-boy of 
Bennef s, coming from the South, was obliged 
to leave his chaise on the road, and would have 
been lost but for the liehts shown from the win- 
dows of Moyhflll, whidi he reached nearly in a 
frozen state." — ^Bread was becoming more scarce 
flakE dear every day. 

November 22.— The arrivalr is chronicled of a bris 
from Thurso at Halifax, Nova Scotia, with 139 
passengers, chiefly farmers and mechanics. 
"About the first week in Seotember 368 settlers 
or emigrants arrived at Quebec from Qreat 
Britain, and six other vessels were then reported 
going up the river St Lawrence with passen- 
giers.'* The economic condition of America was 
reDresKnted as very unfavourable, and emi- 
gratnts wtfe warned against going out. 

Ibid. — "The average of the last six weeks having 
definitely been struck, the importation of wheat, 
barley, oats, and rye is permitted ; the scarcity 
on tlie Continent is, however, so great thai the 
importation will, we apprehend, be linuted. 
The pubtic is indebted to some active individuals 
for the quantity of grain and meal which has 
already been imported here— that the price rises 
is not owmg to them but to the state of the 
times. Compared with our neighbours, we 
certa.inly have no cause for complaint. Whilst 
the population in other places are starving for 
want of employment, we have had abundance 
of work." It is stated, however, in another 
paragraph that there is a quantity of com still 
unharvested. 

December 13. — ^Riots in London due to distress 
and the ^owth of discontent are reported, but 
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with expreeaons of strong disapproval. "The 
leaden affect to have held a carrespondenoe with 
▼arioufl other quarters, and dispositions to riot 
have manifested themselves at Dundee and other 
plaioes, but quietittss is affain restored ; and we 
trust the instigators of these outrages will not 
escape the punishment they merit." Move- 
ments to provide employment for tihe neigh- 
bouring poor are reported from Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen. In the North proposals are on foot 
for erecting small distilltfies. 
December 20. — ^Mr John Ross, Coram Street, Lon- 
don, sent a hundred guineas for the benefit of 
the poor of Tain, especiallv for families of the 
name of Ross. Tliis was t£e fourth time he had 
contariboted to the relief of the poor in Tain. 



The following further items appear in Mr James 
Suter's Memorabilia under date 1816: — ^*'Several 
private individuals commenced Sabbath Schools 
for poor diildren at their own expense. A fund 
of £118 Srvear, which had been bequeathed to 
the Town Council hj Mr Anderson, of Qlasgow, 
formerly a merchant m the town, for relief of poor 
householder, was this year first distributed." 



15 
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No. XI. 

In the year 1817 public distress and public 
discontent both began to assume serious pro- 
portions. The discontent was largely due to 
distress; and seyeral paragraphs in the sub- 
joined notes show how severely the country 
was suffering. In the chief towns Committees 
were organised to provide for the unemployed. 
In Inverness a Soup Kitchen was opened for 
the first time. Throughout the Highlands the 
leading proprietors purchased or pledged their 
credit for large quantities of meal and seed. 
One ingenious landlord imported 3000 lbs. of 
rice and 200 owts. of treacle. Political dis- 
content had not yet appeared in the North of 
Scotland, but elsewhere it was showing itself 
in various outbreaks, the most terming being 
directed against the Prince Regent. The 
Government were timid, reactionary, and in- 
competent to deal with the state of affairs 
whica had oome into existence after the peace 
of 1816. 

The Criminal Code was at this date still harsh . 
At the Inverness Spring Circuit Court of 1817, 
a woman was sentenced to be executed for 
housebreaking, or rather for merely assisting 
the men who committed the crime, and who 
had escaped. The sentence was not carried 
into effect: the woman was twice respited, 
and her punishment ultimately commuted to 
two years' imprisonment. In another case the 
barbarous punishment <tf public flogging was 
inflicted by the local authorities on a female 
delinquent. This is generally said to have 
been the last instance of the kind in the 
United Kingdom, but a correspondent of the 
"Journal" drew attention to tJie fact that a 
similar punishment was inflicted in Perth while 
the bill abolishing it was actually passing 
through Parliament. 

The first Sheep and Wool Market at Inver- 
ness was held in 1817. The date was the third 
Tuesday in June, and the market was held only 
for one day. 

In 1817 a movement sprang up in Scotland 
in favour of burgh reform. At this time Town 
Councils elected themselves, and managed the 
finance of their burghs without control or 



1817] File of Inverness Journal. 115 

supervision. A ourious incident stimnlated 
the movement for redress. *1d. 1817/' says 
Mr Spencer Walpole in his History, *Hhe 
Magistrates of Montrose actoallj presumed to 
elect themselves by ballot. It was the first 
occasion on which secret voting had ever been 
applied to any mnnicipal election. The 
authorities, shocked at the recklessness of a 
municipality which was capable of committing 
BO palpable an illegality, decided on quashing 
the election, and on issuing a warrant alter- 
ing what was called in Scotland the "set" or 
constitution of the burgh. Instead of the old 
Councillors electing the new, the warrant 
authorised the burgesses to elect their own 
Magistrates." This was the "poll" election 
which other burghs likewise desired to 
exercise ; or if they could not obtain quite so 
much, they were anxious to confine the action 
of their Magistrates and Town Councils within 
the limits of each local constitution, and to 
look into the disposition of the funds. The 
bankruptcy of Aberdeen excited widespread 
consternation. The general movement had 
e£fect on local authorities, and specific results 
in several instances ; but municipal reform in 
the broad sense was not secured until 1883. 
Inverness, as will by-and-bye appear, had its 
local machinery upset for a time by the Court 
of Session. 

In December 1817 the '^Courier" was estab- 
lished. We have followed the file of the 
^'Journal," however, to the end of the year, 
and reserve an account of the establishment of 
the **Courier" until our next instalment. 

From the ** Inremew Journal/" 
1817. 

January 3. — A soup kitchen established for the 
first time in Inverness. Seven hundred necesait- 
oas permns shared in « distribution of coaL 

Ibid — ^"Died, at Ardender, in this vicinity, within 
these few days, a gander, well known to have 
been full grown when the foundation of Fort- 
Qeorge was laid in the year 1748. His helpmate 
died onlv two years ago." 

Jaouaiy 17. — ^"On the 6th inst., at Monntgavld, 
Ross-shire, John Munro, labourer, at the very 
advanced age of 108 vears. He enjoyed a sound 
constitution until a short time before his death ; 
his sight ihid otiher organs ware unimpaired; 
he could see from his own house a ship or boat 
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at the entranoe of Cromarty Firth a distance of 
20 miles." 

FelMTuary 7. — ^Account of a riotous attack on the 
Prince Regent and his escort as they were 
returning from the opemng of Parliament. An 
agitation fw Parliamentary Reform begins to 
assume consequence. The more violent re- 
formers were frequently addressed* by "Orator 
Hunt/' but meetings of a temperate diaraeter 
were also held. 

February 14. — ^**In these distempered times of riot 
and discontent, it is gratifying to see the sense 
of the nation so warmly and promptly mani- 
fested with regard to the most atrocious and 
treasonable attack on the Prince Regent. Ad- 
dresses pour in from every quarter, and we 
are glad to see our county join in so proper 
and seasonable a display of loyalty and attach- 
ment to the son and representative of our 
Sovereign. It is deeply to be regretted that 
some of the principal actors in the scene were not 
seized ; a salutary example at the present mo- 
ment could not fail to be beneficial to the ad- 
vocates of nniversal suffrage and annual 
Parliaments ; in other wordte, of anarchy, con- 
fusion, and reyolution." 

February 28.— It is announced that "as the High- 
land road between Inverness and Perth is now 
pa«8able," the Caledonian Coach will begin run- 
ning on the 3rd of March, twice a- week each 
way. 

Ibid. — The Corporation of the City of Aberdeen 
was at this time found to be bankrupt. The 
Burgesses of Guild met and adopted a resolution 
declaring that in their opinion this was "the 
natural result of the Town Council being self- 
elected, and the government of it having be- 
come, as it were, the inheritance of a few 
individuals, forming a secret junto, considering 
themselves not amenable to their fellow-citieens 
for misrnle." The "Joumal" made the occur- 
rence a text for criticism of the administration 
of the Town Council of Inverness. 

Ibid.— "Died, suddenly, on the 14th curt., at her 
house in Edinburflrb. the Hon. Euphemia 
Stewart, widow of William Stewart, Esq., late 
of Castle Stewart, and sister of Kenneth, late 
Earl of Seaforth." , , 

March 7.— "In our Journal of the 28th June last 
it will aippear that the Inverness Highland 
Society resolved on the establishment of a sheep 
and wool market in our town as the most cen- 
trical station in the Highlands. In pursuance 
of this resolution, a meeting was, by adverj^e- 
ment, convened at Rennet's Hotel on the 27th 
last, and was very numerously and most respect- 
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ably attended. It appeared that from every 

Quarter of the country, aoid by all the Southern 
ealersy the most earnest d^esire was manifested 
for the establishment of the proposed market 
at Inverness. A letter was produced^from the 
Secretary of the Sutherland and Caithness As- 
Bociation indicating the«r cordial support and 
anxious d^re to co-operate, by every means, 
towards the prosperity of the market; and 
assurances of approbation were given from the 
following houses and persons interested in the 
wool trade; so that the first market mav be 
expected to have a much greater attendance 
than any ever heretofore held in the Highlands." 
A list of those approving follows, and an ad- 
vertisement fixes the date of the market as the 
third Tuesday of June. Mr Peter Anderson, 
solicitor, was secretary to the meeting. 

March 14. — ^This issue contains a paragraph con- 
demning the flogfiring of a w(Hnan named Grant 
through the streets of Inverness. The puni^- 
ment was inflicted three times within a fort- 
night. Ilie writer of the paragraph admits that 
example was necessary, and was made in this 
case with the best intention; but he urges 
rightly that the public flagellation of a woman 
is repugnant to feelinsrs of respect and delicacy. 
"On the unfortunate object in question, a young 
and iiandsome woman, the hardened indifference 
and audacity with which e&e bore and ridiculed 
tib« punishment, showed that it failed of effect — 
so much, indeed, that notwithstanding this 
third flagellation, she returned from her 
'banishment' the same evening." A few months 
afterwards, mainly as the result of this case, 
an Act was passed abolishing the power to whip 
women publicly ; and some years later the sex 
was exempted from the {Hnvate infliction of 
such punishment. In certain States of the 
American Republic public flageUl^on, on both 
sexes, IS still occasionally amninistered. 

Ibdd. — ^A coorespondent sends a let4«r stating 
that a monument had been erected to the 
memory if Captain Thomas Humberstone Mac- 
kenzie,* of llie 78th Regiment, and of Captain 
Grant, Lieut. Anderson, and non-commissioned 
officers and privates of the same regiment who 
fell at the storming of Ahmednuggur in India on 
8th August 1803. "The monument stands on 
the spot where Captain Humberstone Mackenzie 
fell, and consists of a massy slab of the most 
dux«ble stone, securely built in the wall of the 
town, and arched overhead, with a suitable 
inscription, sfurmounted by the Mackenzie crest, 
a stag's head ajid antlers, with the words 'dbar 
Feidh,' and the regimental motto, 'Cuidich an 
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Bigh.' It WM erected in 1814 by the Hon. Lady 
Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth, who marked out 
the cite, drew tiie design aodf inacription, and 
gave orders for erecting the work at her own 
expense. It is worthy of remark that her lady- 
ship (whose father, the late Lord Seaforth, had 
raised the 78th Regiment) in trayelling across 
the Peninsala from Bombay in 1813, should 
happen to pass through the yery place where 
that regiment had so admirably distinguished 
itself; and she was struck with the desire 
of perpetuating, by some lasting memorial, the 
gallantry of her young relati/ye. Captain H. 
ifackenzie, an officer of hi«fa promise, and of 
his countmnesi who fell in that memorable 
assault/' llie attack, it seems, was unwittingly 
made at the most impracticable part of the wall, 
and officers and men fell in a gallant but futile 
attempt to carry the position. "Captain Mac- 
kenzie had gained* the summit ; he found there 
no footing, but his gallant spirit would not 
suffer him to think <» retreat; calling to his 
men to follow him, he instantly leaped into the 
town amongst the enemy, but the height was 
so great that his knees on coming to the ground 
bent under him, and before he could recover 
himself he was speared in many places. The 
few men who had gained the top of t^ wall 
did not hesitate for a moment in resolying to 
share his fate ; and thus was lost in very early 
youth an offioer of the highest hopes, idiose 
mild* and amiable manners were joined to a hi^h 
and ardent courage, which too aoon deprived) his 
country of oner whom lengUi of life would have 
made a shining ornament to his profession. 
Cfciptain Qrant was also an officer of great pro- 
mise ; he had* volunteered on tliat occasion, and 
on gaining the top of the wall, called out tiiat 
there was no footing ; but forgetful in hie own 
person of the caution which he tangfat his com- 
panions, he received a shot wMch almost in- 
stantly proved fatal ; he yras a son of Mrs Grant, 
Forres. Hie attack, of course, failed, and the 
strength of the place and garrison having been 
ascertained, tho siecre wae subsequently carried 
out io due form. Captain Mackensie was also 
paymaster of the regiment" Hie above account 
was furnished to the "Journal" by a gentieman 
who was personally and intimately connected 
with the two offioerv. Hie official account by 
Lieut -Colonel Adams, publiibed bv Major 
Davidson in his History of the 78th, says that 
Captain Mac^ensie and Captain Grant were both 
shot at the top of their respective ladders. 
Captain Grant at tJie time was under arrest 
for flirting a duel, and volunteered for the at- 
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tack. HU father had been Provoat of Fonee, and 
he had several brothers whoattained distinction. 
One of them, if we mistake not, lieut. -Colonel 
Oolquhoun Qrant, was an Intelligenoe Officer of 
ffetkt service to Wellington in the Peninsular 

Ibid. — The poor of the town and pariflh of Elgin 
are represented as suffering severely from the 
distress of the times. A sum of £300 had 
been subscribed and a Committee appointed to 
distribute the fund until the month of Septem- 
ber, when it was hoped that harvest labour and 
the produce ol a new crop would enable the 
people to provide for themselves. 

April 4. — The Highland Society of London met 
on the previous Friday to celebrate the anni- 
versary of the battle of Alexandria, that being 
also the day of the incorporation of the Sooietv. 
The Duke of York was in the chajr, and ibe 
company included the Duke of Argyll, the Duke 
of Atholl, the Marquis of Huntly, Glengarrv, 
Sir Mnesm Mackintosh, and manv other High- 
land gentlemen. The Duke of York, in name 
of the Society, presented to the 42nd Regnnent 
a piece of plate in recognition of its distin- 
gmshed services, the Marquis of Huntly, as 
Commander of the regiment, receiving the gift. 
The plate consisted of a richly chased silver 
tripod, the Im ornamented with thistle foliage, 
and the plinfSi bearing a medallion portrait of 
Sir Ralph Abercromby. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Collumpton, Devon, on the 22nd 
nit., on his way from Sidmouth to Clifton, 
William Chisholm of Chisholm, Esq. 

April 11. — ^The Marquis of Huntly nrocnred from 
Government six hundred bolls of meal, to be 
sent for the relief of people in the Highlands, 
with a promise that more was to follow. 

April 25. — ^A citisen writes complsinlng that 
half -a-crown had to be paid bv a marriage Pjuty 
of townspeople crossing one ox the bridg^. Tolls 
at that tmie existed, but this was considered an 
exorbitant exaction. 

May 2 — ^"Mr Alexr. Dingwall, plumber in 
Greenock, has lately paid into the hands of the 
Kirk treasurer of IMngwall, » legacy of £50 
sterling, bequeathed by his deceased brother, 
Mr Domild Dingwall, late of Demerary, for the 
behoof of the poor of that parish, where he 
drew his first breath, and where he at last ended 
his days." 

Ibid. — ^A paragraph gives an account of what 
Highland proprietors have done m the way of 
lowering lents, and importing meal and seed 
oats for the benefit of their poorer tenantry. 

* See Note A— IV Qrants of Forres. 
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Mr lCaa)2MnoD-Grant of BaUindalloch, for in- 
stance, had flecured 800 bolls of meal in Banff- 
shire and 500 bolls from Berwick for the supply 
of his estate. Lord Reay had pledged his creiiit 
to the Qoyemment to obtain a supply of 1800 
bolb of meal; and the Marquis of, Stafford had 
sent for the supply of hie Sutherland tenantry 
3400 bolls of meal and nearly 500 bolls of 
potatoes for seed, at aa expense of at least 
£7000, besides purchasing black cattle from 
the tenants, and spending large sums for the 
employment of the distressed on his English 
estates. Other Highland proprietors.who could 
not do as much, had lowered their rents from 
15 to 20 per cent., and were giving guarantees 
to the Government for the supply of oats. 

Ibid. — A woman named Barbara Mackay, from 
Caithness, was tried at the Circuit Court for 
being one of several concerned in breaking 
into and robbing a shop at Isauld. She was 
traced by means of a five-franc piece, which was 
part of the spoil, and which she endeavoured to 
pass. The woman confessed that she had kept 
watch while others carried out the robbery, and 
that she had received' silver and copper. The 
jury returned a verdict of guilty, and! the 
woman was sentenced to be executed at Inver- 
ness on the 13th of June. She was subsequently 
respited and the sentence was commuted. 

Ibid. — A citizen of Nairn, formerly Chief 
Magistrate, was convicted of assaulting a lawyer 
at Elgin to the effusion of blood and danger of 
life, and was sentenced to six months' imprison- 
ment in the Tolbooth of Elffin. The Court 
would not consent to send the prisoner to be 

- confined at Naun on account of the "notorious 
insufficiency" of the jail there, and they threat- 
ened to take strong measures unless the jail was 
made secure.—- At the same Court, two men were 
sentenced to six months' imprisoninent for de- 
forcing Excise officers ; a man was sentenced^ to 
14 years' transportation for sheep^steiUing ; and 
a woman for numerous acts of theft was sen- 
tenced to seven years' transportation. In the 
two latter cases, the Advocate-Depute restricted 
the libel to "an arbitrarv punishment," other- 
wise tiie sentences mi^nt have been capital. 
The restriction to "arbitrary punishment' fre- 
quently occurs in the report of Circuit cases. 
One wonden why it was not adopted in the 
caae of the woman convicted of housebreaking. 

May 9. — ^The Commissioners of Supplv voted £60 
to the fund for the employment of the labouring 
poor of Inverness, and authorised the payment 
of another d550 if required. 

Ibid. — ^It is announced that the Militia regiments 
are not to be called out tills year for training. 
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May 16.— Lady Hood Mackenzie of Seaforth 
pledged her <aredit to Government for 4000 bolls 
of oats and 50 tons of potatoes, to be landed at 
Stomoway and distributed among the people. 

Miay 23. — A list of siibscriptions is pnbushed to- 
wards the issue of a Dictionary of the Gaelic 
lan^age, under the patronage of the Highland 
Society of Scotland. The total amount of sub- 
scriptions is nearly £1900. The SocieU itself 
gave £725; the Hi^^hland Society of London, 
£105; and Sir John Macgreffor Murrav. for 
certain fnends in India aira himself, £250. 

Ibid. — **The CSiisholm's funeral, which took place 
on Friday (16th), wa0 conducted with a de^ec 
of splendour which rivalled the usage of ancient 
times in the last tribute of homage and respect 
to the remains of deceased chiefs. Invitations 
were very general throughout this and the neigh- 
bouring counties, and near 240 guests sat down 
to a sumptuous entertainment provided by Mr 
Cant at Beauly. The commonalty, of whom a 
very Isarge assemblage were in attendance, had 
not been forgotten ; eight boUs of oatmeal baked 
into bread, ample quantities of cheese, and 20 
ankers of whisky were distributed among them ; 
not satisfied, however, with this liberal snmly, 
thev made free with Mr Cant's stores of wines 
and other liquors, and we regret to understand 
that a man and two women died of the effects 
of intoxication. Many battles with sticks and 
fists and stones were fought, and many cracked 
crowns were given and' received, but beyond the 
foregoing m^ancholy instances, we believe no 
further fatal effects ensued : virions depreda- 
tions, however, were committed, and amonsrst 
others, some of the riders, we understand, dis- 
covered next mominflT that they had come home 
without their saddle-flaps, the well-dressed 
leather of which, it had been discovered, would 
make superior broj^e soles." The interment 
took place in Beauly Priory. 

May 30.—- "On Wednesday, the 21st May. at Lady 
Seaforth's. Charlotte Square, James Alexander 
Stewart, Esq. of Glasserton, to the Hon. Lady 
H. Mackenzie of Seaforth." The marriacre was 
celebrated with rejoicings on the Seaforth 
estates. 

Ibid. — The Horticultural Society of London 
awarded their medal to Sir George S. Macken- 
zie for his improvement of forcing houses, by 
giving glass the form of a portion of a sphere.' 

Ibid. — "Tike motion for a Committee to inquire 
into the state of the representation of the people, 
made by Sir Francis Burdett, and rejected bv 
a majority of 188, was the same made by Mr 
Pitt in 1782, and' lost only hv a mnjoritv of 
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20. It was ftgain brought forward in 1812 fay 
Mr Brand, and rejected by a majority of 127, 
the minority counting 88. Mr Tiemey ascribed 
the falling-off to the intoleraooe of its advocates, 
who thouffht Reform might be carried without 
the aid of the superiw orders of society." 

June 13. — ^The Nonhem Missionary Society held 
its amnual meeting at Inverness, when the Rev. 
G. Matheson, of Silmuir, and the Rev. J. Mac- 
donald, of Urauhart, preached. A collection 
amounted to £72 13s 6d. The Society resolved 
to send £100 to the Edinburgh Missionary 
Society for the support of Qaelio schools in the 
Highlands, and £50 to the Hibernian Society, 
engaged in carrying on education in Ireland. — 
An auxiliary to the Edinburgh Bible Society 
was formed in Forres. 

Ibid. — ^''We have heard with pleasure that Mr 
Grant of Elchies has shipped from London to 
Findhom 3000 lbs. of noe and 200 cwts. of 
treacle fw the supply of the poor on his estates 
in the counties of Banff and Elgin." 

June 20.-— The first Sheep and Wool Market was 
held at Inverness on the third Tuesdav of June. 
The Committee arranged that the market should 
last but twentv-four hours, as "it has generally 
been remarked that when markets are of many 
days continuance, almost all the business is 
done on the last." An ordinary, purveyed by 
Mr Bennet, was held in the Northern Meeting 
Rooms. Mr Grant of Corrimony, "who was 
among the first of our nroprietors to introduce 
the system of sheep farming," presided. Among 
the largest purchasers were Mr Lodcwood, from 
Huddensfteld, end Mr Miackinnon of Corry- 
diatachan. It is noted that the Fort- William 
Market had been well attended, and the prices 
were considerably better than last year, vijs., 
18s ; at the Inverness Market they had increased 
to 198 6d, and the Cheviot to 23s per stone; 
one or two parcels were stated to have been 
sold at 24s. "The number of gentlemen inter- 
ested in sheep fanning who attended from the 
Northern Counties was very oonsideraUe. Our 
flocks are so ranidly on tne increase that we 
understand that tnere is in Sutherlandshire alone 
not less than 100,000 Cheviot." The Northern 
Association of GJentlemen Farmers and Breeders 
of Sheep continued to act on a resolution which 
they had previously ado^yted to give liberal 
premiums for the destruction of foxes, eagles, 
"and other animals.," which were destructive 
to the growing numbers of their sheep and 
lambs. 

Ibid. — ^The members of the Nairnshire Meetini^ in 
London placed £53 at the disposal of the Com- 
mittee for the relief of the poor in Nairn, 
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Ibid.— "Died, on the 8th inst., the Rev. Alexander 
ICacadam, minister of Nigg, Roes-shire, ini the 
69th yeair of his a«e." A cordial tribute is 
paid to Mr Macadknrs character, learning, and 
impressive power as a preacher. 

June 27. — On the previous Monday two smart 
shocks of earthquake were felt in Inverness. 
They were also felt, and ratiier more severelv, 
in Urquhart and Dores. In some houses tne 
bells were put in motion. A slight shock was 
said to have been experienced a week or two 
before, but the Editor himself had not observed 
it. 

Ibid. — A long report is given of a gala day held 
by tiie Society of True Uishlaoders at Inver- 
lochy. The &>ciety was msudng a collection of 
tartans, andf members paid special attention 
to the completenese aoa correctness of their 
Highland diess. 

Ibid. — ^A stone coflin with human skeleton was 
found in the neighbourhood of Dingwall. A 
copper [bronze] <mgger was found buried in the 
skull, and ao earthem jar beside the skeleton. 

Jul^ 4. — ^The number contains verses written on 
visiting the monument erected near Fort- 
William to the memory of Colonel Cameron, 
of the 92nd Highlanders, who fell at Qnatre 
Bras. *'The Monument stands northward of 
the Fort, a simple and plain, but at the same 
time an elesant and lofty column. The 
foundation of it was laid on the 7th April 
last with Masonic honours, by Mr Patrick 
Henderson, Risht Worshipful Master of the 
Fort-William Lodge, accompanied by the 
brethren, and the ceremony was concluded 
with a most suitable and appropriate prayer 
bv the Rev. Duncan Macintyre, minister of 
the parish of Kilmallie and Chaplain of the 
Lodge, in presence of a vast concourse of 
people of all ranks, who on this occasion testi- 
fied a cordial interest highly honourable to the 
memory of the deceased." The following are 
two stanzaa from the visitor's eulogium: — 

"Now, Cameron, restl while Waterloo 
Enrols thee in its annals gory. 
It weeps thy loss with sorrow true, 
And bids Fame note thy bed of glory. . . 

'^ow, Cameron, rest ! Yon column high 
May tell thy tale in accents bolder, 
But many a heart thy name shall sigh, 
Till like thine own they, too, shall moulder." 

July ll.~'*Tbe Strathpeffer Wells have a much 
gayer <md more numerous attendance this sea- 
son than ever they had before." The hope is 
expressed that facilities may be given for feuing. 
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Jnlv 25. — "In conBeqoeoce of oontzibutioDB from 
tLe Second and StraUmaim dJAtricts, one of 
which haa given £50 and the otiier £40, a 
very conaiderable improvement is making in 
the entrance to the town by Castle Street, 
about a third of the acclivity of which from 
the pavement will be taken, away. The princi- 
pal advantage to these districts will arise from 
die greater facility with which lime and manure 
can be conveyed to them, but the convenience 
to the town will be great." The work seems 
to have been carried out under the direction of 
a Committee, formed for the relief of the un- 
employed. Incidentally we learn that cattle 
markets were held somewhere near the top of 
CB«tle Street. 

Ibid. — The Excise hadi a conflict at the wood of 
Spittal, in Ross-shire, with a party which was 
endeavourioig to convey smuggled salt from 
the West Coast to the Inverness markets. The 
officers captured 20 horses, with a bag of salt 
each. In the struggle one of the smuggling 
party was severely wounded, and one of the 
horses killed. 

August 1. — "The circulating medium was so 
scarce that there was litUe business of any 
description transacted at the market held hen 
last week." 

Ibid. — ^"The stock farmers in the Counties of 
Sutherland and Caithness having now l»oueht 
their flocks to that extent and perfection that 
they annuallv export to the English market 
better than fourteen thousand Cheviot sheep, 
and fifteen thousand stones of Cheviot wool, 
they think it of importance to establish an 
annual meeting for the purpose of competiticm 
in stock, of rewarding the best shepheras, and 
for establishing a fair for the sale of tups and 
choice ewe stock." The meeting was fixed for 
the 2uui of August, at the Kvle of Sutherland, 
being the week of the annual cattle market 
there, and was duly held on that date. 

August 8. — ^Died, on the 23rd ult., the Rev. 
'uiomas Bain, Rector of the Academy of Fort- 
rose. 

Ibid. — ^"At Knockbain, parish of Kirldiill, 
on the 3rd inst., John fVaser, aged 
102 years. He fought under the ban- 
ner of the CSiief of the Clan at CuUoden, 
and on many other occasions; he has been 
alwa^ a careful, sober man; he could, till 
within the last two years, dance a Highland 
reel with as much spirit as a man of thirty 
yean of age, had a very extensive memory, 
and would rehearse many anecdotes regarding 
his Chiefs exploits." 
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August 22. — ^Mr Qilchribt, marble and ttone 
cutter, "a craft Idtlierto unknown in this 
quarter," beg&n business in Inyemess. He 
was the first to introduce his trade to Aber- 
deen, about thirty years before, and still main- 
tained A large establishment utere. 

September 12. — Six feet of water were admitted 
into the Caledonian Canal from Loch-Ness, to 
facilitate the converanoe of materials from 
ClachmJiarry for building the locks at the west 
end. *'0n Tuesday a sloop, with 300 barrels 
of coal, was dragsed by at pair of horses from 
Clachnaharry to Loch-Neas." 

Ibid.— ''Died, at Dornoch, on the 25rd ult., at 
the adyaoiced age of 96 years, John Barclay, 
Esq., Dean of Guild. He was on the llAgis- 
tracy of that ancient burgh for the last 47 
years. The strictest attention, to the interest 
of the community in the difldiarffe of the duties 
of his office, tlie most infleziDie integrity in 
every branch of business, and the uniformity of 
his general character gained him the love and 
esteem of hia friends and fellow-dtizens." 

Sepbember 19. — "The Marquis of Huntly's party 
has shot this seamn upwards of 1400 brace of 
grouse; and, notwithstanding the very wet 
weather, the liarquis of Tavistock shot in three 
days 40, 45, and 61 brace." 

Ibid.— "The True Highlanders Fete was thia year 
preceded by Uie revival of the Ancient Cale- 
donian Hunt, which lasted for three suocessive 
days, and, including the Committee meeting, 
occupied the whole week. This noble recrea- 
tion produced less venison than was antici- 
pated, though auite as many shots were fired, 
ball practice besng lees sure with most High- 
landers than it was with their ancestors ; yet 
some of the roe deer fell in capital style at 
the height of their soeed." The writer of the 
paragraph (a correspondent) glorifies Glen- 
garry. ''Snch was the enthusiastic feeling 
abroad," that a gentleman named Macintyre 
took the silver dirk from hie own side and pre- 
sented it to the young heir of Glengarry; 
and 



sent 

on behalf Ox Um SWU. •«» WUV ^mm.tm^*M*v^M.^^ w.«..<..w^ 

the Chief of the Macdonells as the Chief of 
their blood lib&wise and the author of their 
race." All which and much more of a similar 
kind is freely punctuated with italics. The 
frequent communications about this Society 
seem either to have been written by Glengarry 
biimMlf , or to have been sent by some one in 
his immediate circle. 
Ibid.-— "Here, on ihe 9th inst. [died] Jean Robert- 
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•on. Thtf extraordinary characfcer onallT 
employed herself in gathering dulae and shelf- 
iSflh, with which she oocnpied her station in 
the market, nntil within a few days of her 
death. She would ocoaaionaUy take a tr^ to 
the country to retail tea, and was not ashamed 
to beg at times. After her death, upwards of 
£60 in bank bills and £3 in silver were found 
in her apartment, which she had completely 
filled witn clothes, provisions, and fuel, piled 
up to the roof, leaving only about four feet 
round the fire-place of vacant space; yet the 
poor wretch appeared in the same tattered 
garb upwards oi 20 years, and is supposed 
to have shortened the period of her existence 
by abstaining from the common necessaries of 
life." 

Ibid. — An Auxiliary of the Edinburgh Society 
for the Education of Deaf and Dumb Children 
was established at Inverness. 

September 26. — James Uobertson re-elected Pro- 
vost of Inverness. 

October 3. — "On Saturdav last a sloop and a 
barge, laden with coals, went throurik the 
Caledonian Canal to Fort-Auffustus, naving 
lain for some hours below the Muirtown draw- 
bridge. The inhabitants of Inverness were 
appnsed of the circumstance, and the novelty 
soon attracted a vast concourse of ail ranks 
and ages; the banks were literally lined with 
spectators on this occasion." 

Ibid-^ames Fowler of Grange and Wellfield 
elected Provost of Fortrose ; William Murray, 
banker, elected Provost of Tain. 

Ibid. — ^Barbara MacKay, prisoner in the Tolbooth 
of Inverness, under a respite during pleasure, 
had her sentence commuted into two years' im- 
prisonment, commencing with the date of her 
conviction. 

October 10.— "At last the monster Self-election 
has received a wound; the Royal Warrant is 
issued for a poll election of Unflistrates at Mon- 
trose." The "Journal" speus strongly in 
favour (^ the neoessity for "emancipation" in 
Inverness. Its columns in this and other issues 
are full of criticisms of local doings. 

October 24.—- Among thoee present at the North- 
em Meeting were the Marquis and Marchioness 
of Huntly, Lord and Lady Saltoun. the Hon. 
Mrs Stewart Mackenzie of Seafortn and Mr 
Stewart Mackenzie; Colonel Macdonell of 
Glengarry and Mrs Maodonell. Glengarry 
was in the complete ^iighland garb, Mted 
plaid, broadsword, pistols, dirk, &c. Horse 
races were held at Fort-George. 

October 31.— The Guild-brethren of Inverness 
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met and appointed a Committee to wait on 
tJbe ProYoet, and present a petition for the re- 
coyery of their rights. It is stated that the 
ProYo»t "receiyed the deputation with hia 
wonted politeness, and stated that he would 
lay the petition before the Town Council. '* In 
the same issue there is an adyertisement of "a 
letter addressed to the Guild-bretdiren of In- 
yemess on the subject of Burgh Reform, ly 
Niel McNess." To this was annexed a form of 
petition. 

Ibid. — A moyement for reform was also on foot 
at Forres, and a protest had been lodged against 
the recent election of Magistrates and Council- 
lors there. The burgesses and Guild-brethren 
were denied admission to the Court-house to 
me^e their protest at the Michaelmas Head 
Court, but they took their stand in the High 
Street, and read their protest at the door. A 
Committee was appointed to take measures to 
obtain redress. It is stated by the Forres cor- 
respondent that '^besides the demon of self- 
election which is so justly complained of, it is 
not held requisite by the present system ^^ 
to haye eyen the minority of Councillors resi- 
dent within the burgh ; and at last election the 
three bailies, Dean of Guild, Treasurer, and 
one councillor were all that the good town was 
considered capable of fumishins.^ The Protest 
bore that — ^**The Person elected as Proyost, and 
a majority at least of those elected as council- 
lors, are* neither merchants, traffickers, nor 
inhabitants within the said bpgh, nor do in 
any way come within the description of persons 
eligible to be elected as Proyost or Councillors 
by the Acts of Parliament," ftc. Complaint is 
made that the Proyost was, at least at the time 
of his election, Proyost of the burghs of CuUen 
and Elgin, "offices the conjunction of which in 
one indiyidual is most unconstitutional and 
illegal, and to all interests and purposes dis- 
quuified him from being elected as Proyost of 
our said burgh, eyen if otherwise eligible." The 
Forres burgesses had undoubtedly reason to 
protest. 

Noyember 7.— At a Committee meeting of the 
Bible Society, the Treasurer was instructed to 
remit £100 to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, being nearly the wlhole amount of the 
funds in their bands. An application for 20 
Bibles to poor children attending Raining's 
Sdiool was sustained. 

Ibki.-— On the 21st inst., the Trafalgar Club dined 
at Maclean's Lm at Forres to celebrate the anni- 
yersary of the battle. Thomas Dick louder of 
Belugas was in the dhair, supported by the 
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ICarauw of Hnntily and the Rev. John Mac- 
donen. The following wtm one of the touts : 
— "Tb» Prison of St Helena, and may the turn- 
keys be always on the alert." On the motion 
of the Chairman, the name was changed from 
"Club" to "Trafalgar Meeting," and the mar- 
quis of Hnntly waa elected Patron. 
Ibid.— Died, at Belfast, on the 18th October, 
Sergeant Alexander Cameron, pipe-major of the 
92nd! or Oordon Highlanders. "His merits as a 
performer on the mghland bagpipe were gener- 
ally acknowledged, but they could only be duly 
appreciated by those who felt the inspiring 
effects of his animating strains on the toilsome 
march or amid the Uiunder of battle. He 
served in the Peninsula during the whole of 
the late war, and by his zeal attracted the notice 
of several officers of high rank. Lieut. -General 
Sir William Erskine, in a letter to a friend after 
the affair of Rio del MoUdas, says — ^The first 
intimation the enemy had of our abroach was 
the piper of the 92nd playing "tLey Johnny 
Cope are ye waukin' yet?" To this favourite 
air from Cameron's pipe the streets of 
Brussels re-echoed on the night of the 
15th June, when the regiment assem- 
bled to march out to the field of 
Waterloo. How many a brave fellow heard 
it then for the last time t Once, and once only, 
was this brave soldier missed in his accustomed 
place in the front of the battle, and the occa- 
sion strongly marks ihe powerful influence 
which the love of fame had upon his mind. 
In a London newspaper a very flattering 
eulogium had appeared on the conduct of a 
piper of another regiment. Our gallant 
musician, anxious that no one should Furpass him 
in zeal or intrepidity, felt hurt that he shoald 
not also have gained this flattering distinction, 
and declared that 'if his name did not appear 
in the newspapers he would no more play on 
tbe battlefield.' Accordingly, in the next affair 
with the enemy, Cameron s pipe [at first] was 
mutel Some insinuation against the piper 
reached his ear. The bare idea of his condnct 
being misunderstood was torture to poor 
Cameron, and overcame at once the sullen re- 
solution ne had formed of remaining silent in 
the rear. He rushed forward, and not con- 
tent with gaining his plaoe at the head of 
the regiment, advanced with a party of 
skirmishers, and placing himself on a height, in 
full view of the enemy, continued to animate 
the party by playing favourite national airs. 
For the last two years his health sensibly de- 
clined. He wu afflicted with an asthma which 
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the blowing of the bagpipe tended to aggravate. 
Notwithfft^Kiing, he could not be induced to 
resign his favourite employnient, but continued 
till very lately to play 'The Gathering* for the 
daily assembly of the regiment. His remains 
were attended to the grave by several officers, 
all the non-commissioned officers, and the 
grenadier company to which he belonged." 

November 14. — ^The death of the Princess Ohar- 
lotte, which plunsed the whole nation into 
mourning, is recorded! in this issue. 

Ibid. — ^An advertisement announces that on t&e 
4th December a new weekly paper, entitled 
"The Inverness Courier/' will appear. All 
orders are to be addressed to the publisher, W. 
Ettles, bookseller, Inveniess; Mr Andrew 
8ievwright, editor; or Messrs Newton k Co., 
news agents, London. 

Ibid — The Nairnshire Harvest Home Meeting 
was held in Richardson's Inn, Nairn, on the 
3l8t ult., «4;tended by the County ffentiy. **The 
dancing (of which a variety was euibited from 
the French Quadrille to the old Scottish Bump- 
kin) was kept up with great spirit to an early 
hour." Colonel Rose of Kilravock presided at 
the supper. 

Ibid— •"]> Donald Macaskill, of the Island of 
Eigg, and the Rev. Mr Fraser, minister of the 
Smidl Isles, were unfortunately drowned off 
Eigg on the 24th ult. They were proceeding 
from Arisaig to Eigg in a TOat^ when, by the 
starting of a plank, the boat instantly sank, 
and they, witn the two boatmen, perished. 
Dr Macaskill left a widow and ten children. A 
subsequent paragraT>h states that the boatmen 
were rescued. 

November 21. — ^It is stated that an Inverness 
Town Councillor, Mr James Lyon, had declared 
himself in favour of the abolition of self-elec- 
tion, and had written a letter on the subject 
to the Provost and another to the Town Coun- 
cil. No answer having been returned to the 
petition of the Guild-brethren, they bad with- 
drawn it, and now claimed the entire renovation 
of the Burgh set and a poll election ; "and we 
understand that under the circumstances of some 
members of the Magistracy being considered 
illegally appointed, the object is to disfranchise 
the Burgh.^' The Lord Advocate, Mr Cran- 
stoun, and Mr Jeffrey had been employed on 
behalf of the burgesees. 

Ibid, — "Some oak trees were lately discovered in 
deepening the dhannel of the Caledonian Canal 
through Loch- Dochf our. These were in seven 
feet of water and buried under a depth of ten 
feet of gravel. After injuring the dredging 
machine, with a power of 30 tons, another of 

17 
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60 was applied, wUdi racceedei) in dragginff to 
the surface three trees of very large size. One 
of them is of a maffnitnde altogether beyond 
the ordinary growth of this country in the 
present day : it is in circumference 20^ feet at 
the insertion of the limbs, 3 in number, and 14 
feet 2 inches at the root end. One of the limbs 
is 8 feet 11 inches in circumference, and the 
three trees measure 198 solid feet; the wood 
appears to be perfectly fresh and sound/* 

Ibid. — ^The Nairn Friendly Society subscribed £20 
towards the erection of a pier at Nairn. 

Noyember 28. — ^This issne contains the text of 
the petition submitted by the Guild-brethren of 
Inyemess to the Town Council, claiming the 
right to elect their own Dean of Guild, snd to 
manage and dispose of their own funds. By 
this time the petition had! beax considered by 
the Town Council, and Proyost Robertson sent 
the following reply to one ci the petitioners : — 
"Agreeable to my promise, I laid the petition 
of yourself and other members of the Guildry 
before the Town Council yesterday ; and I haye 
to intimate to you, for the information of the 
gentlemen interested, that the Council refuse 
jrour desire." 

Ibid. — Died, on 1st "Maj, at Trayancore, India, in 
Uie 58th year of his age, Captain Thomas 
Arthur, of the Engineer Corps, Madlras Estab- 
lishment, son of the Rey. Mr Arthur, ResoUs, 
Ross-shire. Captain Arthur besan his military 
career under General Harrie in the campaign of 
1799, and was one of the party which tnat year 
stormed Seringapatam. He remained in India 
till his death, and was frequently mentioned in 
military orders. 

December 5. — ^The Guild-brethren of Inyemess 
resolyed to raise a subscription to enable them 
to take legal action for the yindication of their 
claims. A sum of £430 was speedily subscribed. 
In Wick, Dingwall, and Elgin, moyements had 
begun on behalf of burgh rSorm. 

Ibid.— "Died lately, in the Soots College, Paris, 
dieeeryedly kmented, Rey. John Farquhamon, 
superior. He was long Principal or Head of the 
Scots College at Douay, in Flanders, which 
he was forced to abandon at the period of the 
Reyolution, and went to Glasgow, where he 
remained many years, officiating as Catholic 
clergyman, and was much esteemed for his 
modesty and! humility, and as an honest man." 

Ibid.— "On the 13tib of June last, at Kakundy, on 
the Rio Munez, in Upper Guinea, on his return 
from the interior of Africa, Captain Thomas 
Campbell, of the Ro^ Staff Corps, then com- 
manding the expedition intended to explore the 
course of the Niger." The expedition, which 
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suffered seyerely from the dimate, was intended 
in some degree to trace the ronte of the ftunous 
trayeller, Mun^o Park. Captain Campbell was 
a native of Caithness. 

December 12. — ^To a correspondent who inimires 
about the increase of legal distilleries, the "Jour- 
nal" gives some information. "In Ross-shire, 
we are glad to observe, they are making con- 
siderable progress though there alone; we be- 
lieve there are at present in that shire one of 
400 gallons, one of 200, one of 80, 
and one ot 40, and there is also one 
establishinff «t Fortroee of 200, and 
another at Teaninich of the same content ; there 
ore two of 40 gallons each in Morayshire, one 
of 40 gallons in Caithness, and one establishing 
of 80 gallons in Nairnshire. There are none 
in Inverness-shire." At jjingwall the previous 
week several persons had bc«n fined £20 each 
for illicit distillation. 

December 19. — "The Trades of Inverness have 
established for the benefit of their members a 
newsroom, which was opened yesterday under 
the denomination of the dachnaontas Keadiag 
Room." The above «pelling is frequentlj^, 
though not invariably, given to our palladium m 
the "Journal." 

Ibid. — From a letter in this issue we find that the 
buTffh officers and the local hangman were in 
the habiit of going round every Chrisrtmas morn- 
ing for Christmas boxes. Jack Ketch demanded 
a fee of sixpence, a shilling, or half-a-crown, 
"just as he thinks you can afford" ; and if he 
did not get what he asked he was wont to be 
insolent. "Now, in the name of wonder, what 
right has Jack to lay the inhabitants under 
oonlaibution? He says for rifn^ing the fish 
bell ; but is he not allowed for this a fish from 
every creel that is brought to market? Per- 
haps for keepins the streets clear of b^^ars ; 
for this dutv (while he chose to perform it) he 
was allowed from the beggars' fund a shilling 
for every beggar he turned- out of town. I 
cannot therefore conceive on what ground this 
man is permitted to molest us, unless it be, 
indeed, to make up for the 3s 4d a head for 
flogging unfortunate women through the 
streets, which he has been deprived of by Act of 
Parliament. Even with this deduction, I think 
that his salary and perquisites are from £50 to 
£60 ai-year." 



Mr Suter, in his Memorabilia, under date 1817, 
notes that the new bridge was repaired at a cost 
of £852, paid by the Burgh, and that Bridge 
Street was widened and improved at private ex- 
pense. 
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No. xn 

The first number of the Invsbnus Cousikb 
was issaed on the 4th of December 1817. We 
hare the prospectua of the paper before as, 
dated Slst October of tne same year. It is 
entitled "Prospectus of a newspaper to be 
published weekly at Inremess, and to be 
called The Inverness Courier' and €reneral 
Adyertiser for the Counties of Inremess, Ross, 
Moray, i^iairn, Cromarty, SuUierland, and 
Caithness." This is the full title still borne 
on the front page, except that the name of 
Cromarty is placed earlier In the list. At the 
time when the paper was projected there was 
strong party feeling in the burgh, springing, 
not from politics, but from local questions on 
which the older paper, the Journal, expatiated 
at great length and with much Tehemence. 
The promoters of the Courier announced that 
they stood '' upon open, neutral, independent 
ground," and that they were " resolved to 
speak their own minds boldly, and afford to 
others the means of doing so likewise, on every 
subject of public interest, under no other 
restraint than those imposed by a reeard for 
personal feelings and for the rules of decorum 
and good taste." In discussing measures of 
national policy the prospectus promised that 
the new paper would " neither he fiercely in- 
temperate nor tamely inouierent." The 
policy thus foreshadowed was very fairly car- 
ried out. On national questions there was 
little to choose between the two organs. Both 
supported the Oovernment and the Constitu- 
tion (the latter word in those days was in 
frequent use), but their tone was moderate 
and by no means reactionary. The following 
paragraph from the prospectus sets forth the 
chief aims of the promoters of the Courier : — 
" In the columns of the Inverness Courier will 
be found the political events of the times — ^the 
debates of the senate — ^proceedings of the courts 
of justice— remarkable occuirences throughout the 
civilised world — ^naval and military inteUigence — 
commercial and agricultunil lists and repoits, 
and all the other ordinary contents of a newspaper. 
But the interest and variety of its provincial 
news will form its distinguishing feature— The 
earliest and most correct intelligence on local sub- 
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jects will be assidnously collected from all parta 
of tlie country; and the assistance which the 
Projectors are offered encourages them to promise 
largely in the department of Original Communica- 
tion. They are solicitous to direct the attention 
of their countrjrmen to the investigalion of the 
history and antiquities of tlie Northern Counties. 
— ^Much also remains to be said in delineation of 
the local scenery of this mountainous district ; and 
the chanse of manners has been so rapid and so 
marked during the last century, as to present a 
hue field fw striking description and interesting 
anecdote. The Mineralo£7 of the country has 
been very imperfectly ez^ored. Occasional in- 
sular notices on tlhis subject may draw the atten- 
tion of scientific persons, and lead to very 
important and beneficial results— -To such com- 
munications the columns of the Courier shall be 
always open. Useful inventions in the arts and 
sciences will be regularly noticed, and early 
selections from new, popukur, and expensive woru 
will be frequently given, llie Projectors further 
pledge themselves freely to administer, and im- 
partially to apply, sidutary remedies for the 
correction of public abuses, with a solicitude pro- 
portioned to toe extent and urgency of t^ evil." 

In May 1881 an Inverness man, the late 
Sir W. P. Andrew, Chairman of the Soinde, 
Delhi, and Punjaub Railway, oontributed some 
reminiscenceB regarding the establishment of 
the paper. He stated that as a boy at sohool 
he well remembered hearing that the Courier 
was resolved on one evening after supper in 
his father's house in Church Street. He was 
sure that Mr Ferguson, afterwards Provost, 
was of the party, and he thought also Mr 
Innes, of the Grocery. 'The paper was for 
many years printed and published over Ettles's 
shop in the Hi^ Street, in a house the pro- 
perty of my father, which afterwards was mine. 
The first editor was Mra Jounstone, the author 
of several novels, such as 'Elizabeth de Bruce,' 
*Clan Alpin,' and *Meg Dods* Cookery Book,' 
&c. This lady afterwards edited Tait's Maga- 
zine. Mrs Johnstone was assisted in her 
labours by her husband, an old schoolmaster 
and good grammarian. As a boy it was my 
fortune to be boarded with them." From the 
first the paper had a literary character, and 
in its early issues there are long reviews of 
Scott's novel "Bob Boy," then newly pub- 
lished. Tlie late Dr Carruthers did not be- 
come editor until 1828, rather more than ten 
years after the paper was started. 
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The Courier in its early yean consisted of 
four p>gM, ^ve columns in each or twenty in 
all. Jlie page was four inches shorter than 
the present siee. The ^rioe per copy was 
seyenpenoe, the same aa its contemporary at 
the time, though the original price of the 
Journal was sixpence. Thursday was selected 
as the day of publication for the Courier, and 
the imprint was as follows: — 'Trinted and 
Published (for himself and other proprietors) 
by W. Ettles, bookseller, Inverness, to whom 
all communications are to be addressed. 
Orders will be received by Mr Sievwright, 
Edinburgh, and Messrs Newton A^ Co., War- 
wick Square, London. Price £1 12s per 
annum credit, and £1 10s when paid in ad- 
vance." 

We have followed the file of the Journal to 
the close of 1817, and do not think it neces- 
sary to cull extracts from the Courier for the 
month of its issue during that year. We 
begin with 1818, and hope in due time to 
bring index and annals down to the end of the 
century. 

From the *' Inverness Courier,'* 
1818. 

Januarv 1. — ^A report is given of the proceediDgs 
on the retirement of Sir William Grant, who 
had with distinction filled the office of Master 
of the Rolls for over sixteen years. Sir Wil- 
liam was bom at Elchies, on the banks of the 
Spey, in 1762, and died in 1832. His father 
James Grant, wss a small fanner in Morayshire, 
and afterwards became Collector of Customs in 
the Isle of Man. On the death of his parents, 
William was taken osre (tf by his uncle, a 
wealthy London merchant. He was educated at 
the Elgin Grammar School^ at King's CoUege, 
Aberdeen, and at the Umversity of Leyden, 
and afterwards passed for the English Bar at 
Lincoln's Inn. He represented the County of 
Banff in Parliament from 1796 to 1812. 
'*Ghrant was one of the few lawyers who made 
a great reputation in the House of Commons." 
(See Dictionary of National iiiography). 

Ibid. — The occupier of a small farm in the County 
of Nairn was tried before a Justice of Peace 
Court, for an assault on a poor woman, a neigh- 
bour whom he believed to be guilty of bewitch- 
ing his son. The father tried to counteract Uie 
supposed witchcraft by "scoring the woman 
above the breath,'* in tnis instance scratching 
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her forehead with ft pin. "In oonaidention of 
oertain oorcumBtances/' which ftre . not men- 
tioned, the Justioeii limited the penalty to a 
fine of £2, with expenses, intimating that in 
future they would punish with rigour all such 
"abmird and unlawful practices." 

Ibid. — Ifr ICackinnon of Corry and Colonel Mac- 
donald of Lynedale had erected two distilleries 
in 81^. The size of each still was 100 gallons. 
About the same date a seizure of malt and 
whidcy was made in Kintail, the officers de- 
stroying at least £150 worth of wash and 
utensUB. 

January 8. — ^''We learn that the building of 
the piers at the Feny of Invergordon wiQ be 
carried into efiFect during the season. The esti- 
mated expense is little more than £1000." 

January lo. — A paragraph describes improve- 
ments which had been effected on the Inyerness 
Harbour. Previously the Harbour would not 
admit loaded vessels of a size above 130 tons 
burthen. It was now capable of admitting 
ships of 400 or 600 tons. From subsequent 

' parwaphs we gather that the notice refers to 
the Thombush pier. 

Ibid. — ^"Qoverament has lately granted £500 in 
aid of oertain funds contribulid and collected 
by the gentlemen of Skve in behalf of the starv- 
ing populaticMi of that island. It ought to be men- 
tioned to the honour of that w(Xi)hy patriot and 
friend of the poor, Charles Grant, Esq., M.P., 
that to his indefatigable exertions and per- 
sonal representation to Lord Liverpool, the 
poor of Skye are chiefly indebted for this last 
and most seasonable supply." 

Ibid.— It is stated that a mine of plumbago or 
graphite had been discovered in Glenstrath- 
larar. It was situated in a schistose rock close 
to the Farrar, and several tons of it had been 
turned out the previous summer. 

Ibid.— "On the 24th ult, died Mrs Fraser, aoed 
103 years. She was bc^ in Lochaber, but has 
resided in Kilmarnock for more than forty 
years. Her maiden name was Christina ICac- 
lachlan ; and what is most singular, her High- 
land pride would never allow ner to leam one 
word of En^sh." 

January 22.— Violent gales craated mat dama|^. 
The bridge at Torgoil over the Korrison had 
been broken down, and it is stated that felled 
trees, belonging to a Greenock Company, to 
the number of 10,000, had been swept down bv 
the river to Loch-Ness. In a previous iarae it 
was reported that Aberdeen had lost 24,000 tonn 
of Aipping by the gales. . v . .v 

Ibid.— "Alexander Brodie, Esq., faiher to the 
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MarchioneBfl of Hnntly, died on the mornine of 
the 16th inst., at his house in South Audley 
Street, Grosvenor Square, London." 

January 29. — ^It is stated that the fund raised in 
Inverness for the relief of the unemployed dur- 
ing the winter of 1816 and 1817 amounted in 
suDscripiions from individuals and donations 
from public bodies to the sum of £513. No 
fewer than 185 persons, with families dependent 
on them, were employed by this fund, and at 
the same time public improvements were 
effected. "Elegant and commodious roads have 
been made on both banks of the river; and 
extensive footpaths have been formed which 
certainly add much to the comfort and to the 
health of the inhabitants." 

Ibid. — ^"Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of Excise, lately 
discovered a private still in Abriachan under 
very singular drcnmstanoes. It was in a vault 
excavat^ in a rock which formed the founda- 
tion of a house. The floor of the apartment 
above it was paved, and likewise covered with 
a bed of day to the depth of 18 inches, to pre- 
vent noise. The entrance was from the stank 
or gutter of an adjoining byre. The smoke was 
conveyed into the common chimney of the 
house." Mr Bayne made his way to the spot 
by digging and boring, and among other utensils 
found a tun capable of containing 400 gallons. 

Ibid. — A' daring theft is reported from Auchter- 
awe, near Fort-Augustus. Two men, " said to 
be from the western extremity of Lochaber/' 
drove off at midday 101 sheep from the farm, 
and marched openlj^ with them throusrh Fort- 
Augustus on tne high road to Fort-William. 
They stopped for refreshments at the Inn of 
Lagffan, wnere a person who knew the sheep's 
marks suspected taem, and, plying them with 
whisky, sent a messenger to the shepherds. At 
the last moment the thieves, though without 
their spoil, made their escape in a way suffi- 
ciently remarkable. "An individual of their 
own clan or name, which we forbear to men- 
tion, having learned their embarrassment, con- 
trived to jom their company, and shortly after- 
wards Accidentally' snuffed out the candle. 
Amid the darkness and confusion which ensue-l 
the thieves took the liberty to withdraw.'* 

Februarv 6. — ^"An amusing petition has been pre- 
sented to the Magistrates and Town Oouncil of 
Inverness, signed by almost sixty boys attend- 
ing Raining's School, in which the petitioners 
deeply deplore some blunders lately committed 
in their attempts to entertain the congregation 
of the English Church with a tune after the 
forenoon service. They attribute their faQure 
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to the want of music books, and therefore 
earnestly pray to be supplied with them. We 
understand' this humble request has been 
granted, and the Church Treasurer has been 
instructed immediately to furnish the number 
of books required." 

Ibid. — ^Typhus fever was at this time making 
great hayoc iniForres. "Diere had previously 
been a severe outbreak in several parts of Ire- 
land. 

February 19. — Died at Torbreck, on the 13th 
instw, in the 76th year of her age, Mrs Ann 
Russell, wife of Alexander Fraser, Esq., of 
Torbreck. The paragraoh speaks in very high 
terms of her piety and kindness. 

February 26. — On Tuesday, 17th, as persons were 
employed clearing the ground for a new church 
at Dunfermline, the coffin and bones of King 
Robert Brure were discovered. The discovery 
created much interest. 

March 5. — "niere is a notice of the death of Mr 
Dempster of Dannichen, who represented the 
Angus-shire Burghs during many Parliaments, 
and was known as "The Independent Member'* 
of the House of Commons. After his retirement 
from PaHiamient, MV Dempster resided* for 
several years at his brother's residence of Skibo, 
in Sutherland. His efforto were directed to the 
agricultural improvement of the district. He 
erected two cotton mills at Spinningdale, on 
the Dornoch Firth. They were, however, too 
remote to be successful. 

March 12. — An extract from a Parliamentary 
paper gives an account of the progress made 
with the roads in Sutherland, some of which 
were completed and others approaching com- 
pletion. A special paragraph describes the 
works at the Mound, and the difficulties which 
had been encountered and overcome. 

Ibid. — "Colonel Grant of (kant, besides making a 
considerable deduction from the rents of his 
tenants, has on a larj^e scale supplied t^e dis- 
trict with which he is more immediately con- 
nected with meal, which has been sold out to 
the tenants at prime cost. The cruel advantage 
wbich in seasons of scarcity is sometimes taken 
of the inhabitants of inland districts is but too 
well known. We therefore welcome every op- 
portunity of paying our slender tribute oif sin- 
C9re admiration to those Highland proprietors 
who, like Colonel Grant in the present instance, 
consider tue case of the poor." Sir iEneas 
Mackintosh of Mackintosh and other proprie- 
tors gave about the same time large reductions 
of rent. On the whole, however, matters 
seemed to be improving. 

18 
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IbidL — ^A large yenel, the Minenra, of New York, 
put in at Ullapool in a disabled state, and was 
there dcstroved bj fire. In less than three 
hours £150,000 worth of goods was consumed. 
"Fragments of silk and goods of all descriptions 
were washed ashore from the wreck." 

March 19. — Application was made to the Court 
of Session to reduce the election, of the Town 
Council of Inremess. The petitioners objected 
to the election on the ground that three of the 
members of Council were not eligible under the 
"set" or constitution of the burgn, as they were 
"neither trafficking merchAnts nor maltmen." 
Questions affecting the elections in Edinburgh 
and Aberdeen were at the same time before the 
Court. 

Ibid. — ^"On Tuesday se'enight, one of the men 
employed in cutting a road through the ruins 
of the Ckstle of Dingwall, the stronghold of the 
Earls of Ross, found a massive gold ring set 
with a single large diamond. It was discovered 
six feet beneath the surface, and- within three 
feet of the foundation of the outer wall of the 
building. Although it bears no inscription, 
it may be inferred from the workmanship that 
it was made in an age when the arte were in 
their infancy. The diameter is 9-lOths of an 
inch within, and one inch when measured over." 

March 26. — ^There m a summary of an interesting 
paper read at the Royal Society of Edinburgh 
by Mr Thomaa Dick Lauder of Relugae (or 
liauder Dirk, as he was called at this time), on 
the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy. The writer 
concluded that the roads were formed by laken 
that had sunk to different levels, and he ad- 
vanced hvpotheses as to the nature of the bar- 
riers. The idea of an ice barrier had not 
occurred at this time. 

Ibid. — An advertisement shows that the estate of 
Sanquhar at Forres was at this time known by 
the name of Bird.'^rds. 

■bid. — ^A larsre meetincr assembled- at Tain and 
firmed a Highland Soriety for the counties of 
Ross, Cromarty, and Sutherland. Those who 
attended the meeting were "clad in the complete 
costume of their respective clans." 

April 2. — Abriachan again figtirea as a notorious 
place of smuggling. The Excise officers found 
a number of illicit utensils in a cavern, and 
two stills in an adjoining birch wood. They 
were attacked by the people rolling down stones 
from the rocks, and a party of armed men bad 
to be sent to the top for their protection. 

Ibid.— A paracrraph quoted from the "Courant" 
says : — **Last year Government sent down com 
to the distressed Highlanders in Inverness and 
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iti neighbonrhood, but being entirely destitute 
of milb for grinding it, th^ were under the 
necessity of returning the com. A few hori- 
zontal wind-mills will soon pay for themselines. 
and their singular and extensive usefulness wUl 
be speedily and powerfully experienoed. They 
would cost from £100 to £200 each, according 
to size." 

Ibid. — A public meeting waa held at Inverness, 
Mr Eraser of Relig in the chair, to express their 
confidence in Provost Robertson and their in- 
dignation at attacks made upon him in certain 
Jiewspaper letters and paragniphs. 

Ibid. — "Married, on the 29th March, at Heighin- 
ton, in the County of Durham, Duncan Qeorge 
Forbes, Esq. of Culloden, to Saraii, daugliter 
of the late Kev.. Joseph Walker, of Lanchester." 

April 9. — ''The whole population of this county 
was BO e£fectually drained by the late war that 
females bad gained a predominating and 
tiireatening ascendency in the scale of society. 
A mechanic in Campbelltown, near Fort- 
George, has done much to restore the equili- 
brium — Shaving lately christened his ninth son 
in succession, all of whom are in life." 

Ibid. — ^A letter in this issue mentions several in- 
* teresting facts. There were two hemp manu- 
factories in the town, and one woollen factory, 
wluch produced tartan stuBs only. The other 
had been ffiven up for some years. Five vessels 
were employed in the London trade. There 
were three printing offices in the town. 

April 16. — ^A heavy and protracted snow-storm 
had been experienced in the Highlands during 
the winter and spring. A naragraph in this 
issue says that '*tne loss of sneep on Highland 
farms has been latterly beyond calculation." 

April 2S. — ^'*Died, at Delnies, near Nairn, on the 
3rd inst. in the 104th year of his age, John 
Reid, supposed to be the oldest soldier in lus 
Majesty's dominions, having entered the service 
in the 2nd Battalion of the Koyal Scots 88 years 
ago." There is a notice of this veteran in our 
notes of 1811. He fought at Dettingen, Fon- 
tenoy, Culloden, at Wud in Holland, and under 
Wolfe at Quebec. "At the peace of 1763 he was 
honourably discharged from the Royal Scots, 
and was appointed to the Independent Company 
of Invalids at Fort-Qeorge. About this time, 
being nearly 70 vears of age, he took to himself 
a helpmate, by wnom he hM a family of sons and 
daughters, whom he brought up in habits of 
virtue and industry ; three oj his sons survive 
him, who are all in the army : his youngest, a 
youns man of great promise, is a sergeant in 
the 9Srd or Sutherhmd Highlanders. Reid was 



140 Inverness Courier Index. [1818 



a nutiye of Fordyoe, in the county of Banff; 
was of middle size, well made, and of an open 
and prepossessing countenance; lus judgment, 
natuially vigorous, seemed no ways impaired 
with age ; and his memory, though heedless of 
'modem saws and instances/ was more reten- 
tive than that of most men at half his age." It 
is stated that his strength was such that in spite 
of his great aee, he scaroely passed a day with- 
out walking tnree or four miles, and to the day 
of his deaUi he was able, without the aid of 
glasses, to read his Bibl& The writer of the 
notice suggests that the people of Nairn and 
Fort-Gkorge should place a stone over the aged 
soldier's grave. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Inverness, on the 7th inst, Alex- 
ander Fraser, Esq., merchant, who in tiie vari- 
ous connections and transactions of trade, in all 
the social and domestic relations, throughout a 
l(Hig and active life, uniformly supported the 
character of a consistent, practical Christian.'* 
The paragraph goes on to speak in unusually 
high terms of Mr Fraser's piety and good deeds. 

Ibid. — ^*'We beg to inform a correspondent that 
no inhabitant of this town is liable to toll on 
eitiier of the bridges of the Ness." Apparently, 
however, outsiders paid toll. 

Ibid. — ^A correspondent gives a summary of part 
of the contents of Burt's Letters, of which an 
edition bad recently been jpublished. The 
coirespondent, comparing the Highlands in 
1818 with their condition in Burt's time, 
scaroely a hundred years before, says — "From 
Edinburgh to Inverness and from Inverness to 
John O'Groat's House, it is now possible to 
travel without crossing a ferry or fording a 
river, or even encountering a descent where 
the necessity of using a dra^ chain is required." 
Besides the roads executed m tJie various coun- 
ties in virtue of their respective road Acts, the 
great lines of communication had been under- 
taken and executed at the joint expense of 
Government and of the Highland proprietors. 
"By the last report of the Commissioners it 
appears that under the Act 44 Qeorge 3 Cap. 
75, they had nearly finished 950 miles of new 
roads and 1100 bridges, at an expense of about 
£427,500 sterling— one-half of wnich was con- 
tributed by the Goyemment and the other half 
by the Highland proprietors. Of this immense 
sum, about £138,358 146 2d was laid out on the 
County of Inverness alone." 

April 30. — ^The anniversary of the Medical Society 
of the North was held on the 27th inst. Its 
affairs were in a prosperous condition. A pro- 
fessional library and a fund f ot the erection of 
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a building to accommodate the Society were 
commencM ; and a scale for the guidance of the 
public in settiing accounts waa adopted. The 
following gentlemen were elected omce-bearers 
for the ensuing year: — ^President — P. Macar- 
thur, Esq., Delnies; vice-presidents-n-N. Smith, 
M.D., Forres; William Kennedy, M.D., In- 
verness; Alexander Maodonald, M.D., Inver- 
ness. Council — J. Robertson, M.D., Inver- 
ness; J. £. Qmy, do., Inverness; M. Bethune, 
surgeon, Inverness ; If. Bethune, do. ; J. Inglis 
Nicol, secretary. 
Ibid. — At tlie Circuit Court on the 28th, two men 
from Kothiemurchus were tried on a charge of 
having murdered Alexander Robertson, late 
ensign in the Royal Westminster Middlesex 
Militia. It appears that a party dined at Dell, 
and afterwards adjourned to the Boat-house of 
Rothiemurchus, where they drank whisky toddv 
and indulged in a good deal of horseplay, which 
ended in a series of scufiSes. The deceased re- 
ceived a blow on the temple which caused him to 
reel, and inflicted a wound from wliich blood 
proceeded. He walked three or four miles the 
same night, and several the following day; 
but then took to his bed, and died after linger- 
ing for five weeks. The question was whether 
there was an^ instrument in the hand of the 
man who inflicted the blow. Apparently there 
was not. He was, however, convicted of 
culpable homicide and sentenced to 14 years' 
transportation. Hie report gives no evidence 
of any kind against his companion, and he was 
unanimously acquitted. Another curious case 
at the same Court was that of a man from 
Ross-shire, charged with the crime of attempt- 
ing to induce a physician to enter into a con- 
spiracy to administer poison to his wife. The 
accused pleaded guilty and was sentenced to 9 
months' imprisonment in the jail of Tain. A 
man accused of sheep-stealing failed to appear, 
and was outlawed. The presiding Judge, Lord 
Gillies, expressed his regret that sheep-stealing 
was now becoming alarmingly frequent, and 
he declared that if anv persons were convicted 
of the crime the highest penalty of the law 
would be inflicted. He said that at the Aber- 
deen Circuit a young man, found guilty of 
sheep-stealing, had been condemned to death, 
although he was but 17 years of age. This 
sentence was actually earned into effect. 
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No. xm. 

A General Election occurred in tiie summer 
of 1818, when Mr Charles Grant, senior, re- 
tired from the representation of the County, 
and the younger Charles, afterwutis Lord 
Gleneig, succeeded him as County member. 
The latter, since November 1811, had repre- 
sented the Inyerness District of Burghs, and 
was now succeeded by Mr George Cumming. 
The Highland Lady, daughter of Sir J. F. 
Grant of Rothiemurchus, has an interei»ting 
passage in her Beminisoences regarding the 
two Grants. Writing under date 1814 she 
says: — 

'*There was a party at Belleyille during some 
days when, for the first time to my recollection, 
1 saw him whom by courtesy for many years we 
continued to call young Charles Grant. WritLng 
that once familiar name is pleasant to me, re- 
calling so much that was enjoyable, although some 
btUe that awakens regret. He was no ordinary 
man, and to be so thoroughly estranged from one 
who had been q-uite a son of the house, a dear elder 
brother, is cause for grief in a world where few of 
us ever suit suHicienUy for intimacy. There wa^i 
no fault on either part, it was merely that our 
paths through life lay differently. His father had 
been with us most summers ; he was our county 
member, so had to come to look after political 
iuteresta. He was now intending to introduce bis 
son to the electors against the time when he 
should himself, from age or weariness, disincline 
to continue in Parliament. The north country 
owed him much; we got canals, roads, bridges, 
cadetships. and writershipe in almost undue pro- 
portion. My father, his firm friend and most 
useful supporter, seldom applied' in vain for any- 
thing in the old Director's power to give. We 
had reason to be grateful for all his many kind- 
nesses, but he was never to any of us the delight- 
ful companion that we found his son. 

"Young Charles was at this time deeply in love 
with Emilia Cumming [of Altyre]. 8he was a 
lovely-looking woman — not a regular beauty, but 
more attractive than many handsome persons. Old 
Charles Grant had reasons for forbidding a mar- 
riage between them, and they were gc^ ones, 
acquiesced in by his son, who yet had not the 
resolution to avoid her society. Year after vear 
he dangled about her till her youth and her beauty 
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went, and he found! absence no longer a difficulty. 
Neither of them married. 

"Mrs liacpherson [of Belleyille] who had known 
him from a child, was really absardly attached to 
him. She was anxious we should mal&e an agree- 
able impression on each other. I do not remem- 
ber that he spoke ten words to me, nor looked a 
second time at the childish girl quite overpraised 
to him. On my part half a look was enough ; I 
thought him hideous, tall, thin, yellow, grave, 
with sandy hair, small light eyes, and a shy, ai^- 
ward manner, though nearly as old as my father, 
end already o( some note among clever men. 
These were the dear friends of other days 1 We 
have often laughed over our introduction." 

The action which was raised at the instance 
of 3lr James Lyon for the reduction of tho 
election of the Town Council and Magistrates 
of Inverness came to a close in December 
1818. The burgh was for a time disfranchised. 
The late James Suter says, under this year's 
date : — '^The late Magistrates were appointed 
by the Court of Session interim managers for 
two years, at the termination of which they 
were re-appointed." This is substantially, but 
not strictly, accurate. According to the set or 
constitution of the burgh framed in 1676 it 
was provided that ''all persons to be chosen 
Councillors or Magistrates in time coming, 
within this burgh, shall be actual residenters 
within the samen and liberties thereof, and 
actual trafficking merchants or maltoient 
allenarly." The objection taken by Mr Lyon 
was that one Councillor (an ez-Provost) and 
two Bailies were neither trafficking merchants 
nor maltmen. Tho Magistrates contended 
that this supposed requisite had been abro- 
gated by usage and had fallen into desuetude. 
The Court of Session resolved to have the fol- 
lowing issue tried by jury : — **Whether it has 
been an usage or practice in the Burgh of In- 
verness, for a period of forty years or upwards, 
to elect Magistrates or Coon^ors without re- 
gard to the fact whether the said persons were 
or were not at the period of such election 
actual trafficking merchants or maltment with- 
in the burgh." When the issue had been 
specified, the question arose as to where the 
trial should take place. The Provost and 
Mafj^istrates wished to have it at Inverness. 
Mr Lyon contended that a fair trial could not 
be obtained before an Inverness jury, and 
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mored to have it in Edinbargh. The point 
was decided in his fayour, and the Magistrates 
then abandoned the defence and allowed judg- 
ment to be given against them, ^^rather than 
submit to the inconyenience, disadyantages, 
and expense" that a trial in Edinbur^ would 
inyolye. The Court of Session, however, dis- 
posed to countenance authority, and consider- 
ing the error a mere technicality, supported 
the Magistrates and Town Council as far as 
they could. They retained all the qualified 
Magistrates as managers of the town's affairs, 
and allowed them to select other two in room 
of the men whose qualifications were found in- 
adequate. 

The same year the question which had arisen 
in Aberdoen was decided. The state of affairs 
in that city had no parallel in Invemess. Be- 
hind the question of technicality there were 
grievances of the most substantial kind. 
'^Aberdeen," says Mr Spencer Walpole, ''was 
one of the worst examples of an unreformed 
corporation. The burgh was corrupt; the 
revenues were insufficient to pay the interest 
of its debt ; the Magistrates were themselves 
of opinion that some change should be effected 
in tke manner of electing the Council, and 
that an effectual control Rhould be given to 
the citizens over the expenditure of the town's 
office-bearers. An opportunity for reforming 
Aberdeen occurred in 1817. By the con- 
stitution of the burgh forty persons were ap- 
pointed to take part in the annual election of 
the Magistrates. In the absence of one of 
the forty, a person possessing the qualification 
of the absentee was required to be elected as 
proxy for him. In 1817 a proxy was elected 
who could not prove that he was a burgess. 
The Government, on being made acquainted 
with the facts, 'reduced' or voided the '^lec- 
tion. Instead, however, of declaring a poll 
election, and authorising the burgesses to elect 
their own Magistrates, the Government 
authorised the Magistrates to proceed to a 
fresh election. The Magistrates at Aberdeen, 
in their judgment, had innocently fallen int^ 
a trivial error." At this time, indeed, the 
Government, alarmed bv agitation, set their 
face against anything in the nature of re- 
form. 
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From the ** Inverness Courier." 
1818 (Continaedl). 

Mftj 14.— It is stated that within the last few 

Siars the exportation of wood from the port of 
▼emow had become a business of considerable 
importance, and the Magistrates now appointed 
two competent persons as sworn measurers. 
The two were Evander Campbell and Hector 
Douglas. 

Ibid. — ^"At a Justice of Peace Court held here on 
Tuesday last, for the conviction of persons for 
trespasses against the Excise laws, sixteen 
ofiFendiers were fined £20 and nine £25 for 
illegal distillation, and two from Strathglass to 
the extent of £60 each. Several persons were 
fined smaller sums for malting, ftc. The Jus- 
tices expressed their determination to put a 
stop to a traffic so extremely injurious to the 
best interests of the country. 

Ibid. — "l%e news of the birth of a son and heir 
to the ancient and popular family of Seaforth 
has been received by the Clan Mackenzie and 
throughout the North with lively demonstra- 
tions of joy. From this quarter we could 
descry the bonfires playing on the hills of Ross- 
shire in honour of the welcome stranger." 

May 21.— "Upwards of 1500 head of cattle passed 
through this town last week, and about 500 
were driven to the west, by Fort-Augustus. 
They were purchased at the Roes-shire Trysts 
at nearly double the price which the same de- 
scription of cattle brought last season." 

Ibid. — ^The County of Baiifif, at their general 
meeting om 30th April, resolved on making an 
anplication for a mail coach, with the full com 
plement of four horses, to the North of Aber- 
deen, in place of the present mail diligence. 

May 28.-'*'The Highland Society of Scotland 
have, in a very patriotic manner, offered a 
premium of 50 giimeas for the best essav on 
the means of attaining so desirable an object 
as the introduction of railways for the purposes 
of general carriage." 

Ibid.— It is stated that 30 Chelsea pensioxkers, 
afflicted with blindness, were residing in In- 
verness and neighbourhood. Fourteen had 
been selected to go to London to undergo an 
op^ation in the hope that they might recover 
their sight. 

Ibid. — 'T^ch-Ness is now enlivened by a number 
of small vessels passing to and from Fort- 
Augustus, where the operations of the Canal 
are in the greatest activity. During the last 
week eight sloops were on the lake at one time." 

June 4. — ^''The advantages of the Caledonian Canal 

19 



146 Inverness Courier Index, [1818 

to the district throagh which it passes be^ 
already to be manifest. English coals, which 
formerly were carried over-land from this town 
to Fort-Augustus, and sold there at 4s 6d ner 
barrel, have been sold this summer in that 
neighbourhood, when brought by the Canal, at 
28 6d/' 

Ibid. — A paragraph from an Aberdeen paper 
states that on the 23rd ult., the dead body of 
a man named Robert Gooden ot Goodwin, a 
soap-boiler, and a native of the parUh of Forres, 
had been found in the Clyde. The "Courier** 
adds — "We observe from the description and 
name of the person alluded to that he was the 
same individual who, on the 12th March 1801, 
whUe employed in his usual occupation of 
candle-making in Inverness, left his tallow 
kettle to boil over, by which the house was set 
on fire, and before the accident was discovered, 
the fire bad communicated to a quantity of 
gunpowder (not less than 8^ barrels), which 
exploded : 14 persons lost their lives, and tl^e 
shock and destruction thus occajiioned will ever 
be remembered in Inverness by all who experi- 
enced the sad effects of it.'* 

Ibid. — "On Saturday the Oenerel Assemblv took 
into consideration* a reference from the Presby- 
teries of Strathbogie and Aberloiir, referring to 
the Assembly the conduct of Mr John llacdon- 
ald, minister of Urquhart, in preaching in otiier 
parishes than his own within the boundlB of tlie 
above Presbyteries. Mr Craickshanks, a mem- 
ber of the Presbytery of Strathbogie, was heard 
in support of the reference, and Mr Macdonald 
in explanation. After long reasoning, a motion 
was made and osrried prohibiting £& practice 
referred to." A somewhat fuller report of the 
case is given in the next issue. 

June 11. — ^"We are glad to observe that the Magis- 
trates have employed workmen to make a 
covered dl'ain to convey the water which runs 
down Church Street, from tbe old Grammar 
School lane across the street and through the 
opposite lane to the river. Independently of the 
comfort that will be derived from having t!?p 
dirty water conveyed under git>und, instead of 
on the surface of the street, this will really be 
a considerable improvement, by doing away 
with the disagreefible hollow in the street at 
that place, which was very dangerous siul annoy- 
ing for carriages and carts." 

Ibid. — l^e annual meeting of the Northern Mis- 
sionary Society was held at Inverness. Ap- 
Sropriate sermons were preached- b" the iwev. 
ohn Macdonald of Urquhart and the Rev. 
Angus Mackintosh, of Tain. The amount of 
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collections, subscriptions, and donations was 
£88 13fi 4d, including £10 from tiie parish of 
Killcarnan, sent by the Rev. John Kennedy. 

June 18.— On Wednesday, 10th curt., Parliament 
was dissolved by the Prince Regent in person, 
who went in state to the House of Peers. 

Ibid. — There is a glowing report of the Inverneis 
Sheep and Wool Market, which had "answered 
every expectation formed of it." It £b stated 
that blackfaced wool, which sold last year at 
18s and 19s per double stone, brought tais year 
from 408 to 46s. Cheviot wool, which brought 
last year 20s to 21s, sold this year from 40s to 
428 per single stone. Wedders, which sold last 
year at ISs and 16s, sold this year at from 20s 
to 30s. Lambs brought last year 6e, this vear 
from Ss to 10s. "Thus the prices are fully a 
hundred ner cent, above those of last vear, and 
about 150 per cent, above those of 1816. We 
learn that one gentiemaa has refused £5 per 
stone for a parcel of merino wool.'* 

Ibid. — ^There is a report of a tluel in Boss-diire 
between two gentlemen, designated as Messrs 
H.M. aad D.R. They met at an early hour, 
and fired at the same time without effect Their 
friends suggested a reconciliation, but one of 
the parties insisted on another exchange of 
shots. On this occasion the pistol of one (the 
less aff^ressive) missed fire, and' he declined to 
avail hiinself of lac advantage of firing again. 
"Such honourable conduct disarming hostuity, 
a reconciliation was effected, and the parties l^t 
the field good friends." 

Ibid. — The same issue contains the address of Mr 
Charles Grant, senrcnr, who was retiring from 
the representation of the county of Inverness, 
and the address of his son, Mr Charles Grant, 
junior, who was leaving the Burghs to sucoeea 
as member for the County. The father, who 
had sat through a period of sixteen vears, full, 
as he said, '^f momentous events observed 
that he could not "contemplate the cessation of 
the public connection which had so long sub- 
sisted without feelings of affectionate regret." 
His wishes had been ardent both for the great 
interests of the country, and for the particular 
welfare of the county to which he was bound 
by so many ties. "But of any services that I 
have rendered to either, it will perhaps be safer 
for me to re.^ in the opinion wnich your kind- 
ness may have led you to form than to offer any 
sentiment of my own; for I indeed sincerely 
lament that I have not dk>ne more." His son, 
in soliciting election, expresses the desire to be 
useful both to the county of Inverness and to 
the country at large. He does not think it 
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necessary to say much, because with many of 
the freenolders he enjoyed the happiness of 
private friendship, and to all of them his public 
principles and conduct were sufficiently Imown. 

Ibid.— ''Died, on the 12th inst., in the 60th year 
of his age, Robert Nicholson, Esq., late Ad- 
jutant (H the Inverness Recruiting District, 
havii^ faithfully served his King and country 
in dinerent quarters of the globe for the long 
period of 43 years." 

Ibid. — An advertisment states that the Marquis 
of Stafford has agreed to erect a distillery on 
the river Brora for the accommodation of the 
Sutherland tenants. They desire to engage 
"with some person of skill and capital indined 
to embark in such an undertaking. * 

Ibid. — "The non-commissioned officers and privates 
of the 93rd Regiment of Sutherland Highlanders, 
while serving their country in the South of 
Africa, contributed in the course of 18 months 
no less than £1000 in aid of missionary so- 
cieties; and at the same time they subscribed 
£78 to the Gaelic School Society. So distin- 
guished an instance of liberality on the part of 
uiese men, in connection with their exemplary 
moral conduct and their bravery in the field, 
completely justifies that illustrious statesman 
Lord Chatham in the encomiums which he be- 
stowed on these hardy mountaineers." 

June 25. — **We see with much pleasure that a new 
line of road to the town from Tdford' Street, 
by the Stone Bridge, has just been marked out. 
Th» present entrance in that direction passes 
through all the filth of the Green of Muirtowu, 
which ia by far the most disagreeable and ir- 
regular access to the town ; the new entrance 
wul p'ass directly from the line of elegant 
buildings in Telford Street, through the field 
on the north of the hovels on the Green, oy 
WeU's Foundry, to the fine embankment lately 
formed on the west side of the river. The 
ground to be occupied by the new road, which 
is to be forty feet broad, has, we understand, 
been uberally given for the purpose by the pro- 
prietor, Mr Duff of Muirtown, without ahy 
remuneration ; and we have no doubt that his 
public spirit will be rewarded by the enhanced 
value of his fine property adjoining, which 
affords most eligible sites for building. Few 
individuals in this quarter have done more for 
the improvement of the neighboiurhood of In- 
verness than this gentleman. 

July 2. — "The Court of Session has ordered a proof 
to be taken before a jury in the question now 
l)endiug regarding the last election of Magis- 
trates for Inverness. The point at issue is 
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this — The set of the bnrffh, afoording to the 
letter, reqaires that the Town Council should 
consist of 21 members, viz., 18 burgesses, who 
are actually trafficking merchants or maltmen. 
and 3 deacons of crafts. The complainer, James 
Lyon, asserts that at the last election three 
gentlemen were appointed, viz.. Provost Gil- 
zean^ Bailie Alexandw liadLensie, banker ; and 
Bailie Faiquhar Maodooald, who, though resi- 
dent burgesses and guild brethren, yet are 
neither trafficking merdiante nor maltmen ; and 
prays for this reason that the whole election be 
declared null and void. The Town Council de- 
fends the nomination of the persons objected to 
on various grounds, but principally on that of 
confirmed' usace. The Court sustains the 
argument of 3xe Magistrates that in such a 
case a certain extent of practice may sanction 
a deviation from written law, and orders the 
present proof to ascertain how far the Magis- 
trates can on this plea support their election." 
The case was not expected to be submitted to 
the jury until the following November. 

Ibid. — Kr J. P. Qrant of RolMemurchus lost his 
seat for Grimsby. 

Ibid. — ^"Died here on the 16th June, aged 89 
years, Alexander Macbean, who for a number of 
years acted aa janitor of the Inverness 
Academy. Many of our ^oung countrymen 
now situated in distant regions will read this 
notice with affectionate regret ; the name of this 
once lively friend of their 'smiling boyhood' 
will call back to memory the sportful scenes 
of early vears, and 'touch a chord in their hearts 
that will vibrate with the sounds of other 
times.* " 

July 9.— There was a contest for the representa* 
tfon of the County of Roes, the candidates being 
Mr Thomas Mackenzie, yr. of Applecrots, ana 
Mr Alexander Fraser of Inchooulter. The free- 
holders met at Tain. The first trial of strength 
was for the election of Chairman, when Sir 
Hector Mackenzie, Bart, of Gairloch, was ap- 
pointed by a majority of 6 votes, in preferenci 
to Mr Hush Innes of Lochalsli (28 to 22). Th« 
election oi Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross, 
was moved by Mr Mackenzie of Kitcoy, and 
seconded by Mr Madeod of Geanies, Sheriff of 
the County. The election of Mr Fiaser of Inch- 
coulter was moved by Colonel Munro of Cul- 
cairn, and seconded by Ifr Mackenzie of Mount- 
geraM. The vote resulted — ^For Applecross, 
29; for Inchcoulter, 23; majority for Apple- 
cross, 6. The Highland Lady describes the 
new member as a man of ability, and "the catch 
of the North Country from the extent of his 
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He Dever, however, enjoyed robust 
ilth/ "Immediately after his election, llr 
Mackence ordered a dimier to the priaonen in 
the jadls of Tain, Dingwall, and Fortroae. He 
also sent a donation to the poor of each of these 
burghs." 

July 16. — On the previous Tuesday Mr Charles 
Orant yr., was unanimouslv elected M.P. for 
the county of Inverness, fiis father presided 
at the meeting. The election of the new mem- 
ber was mov^ by Colonel Maodonell of Glen- 
sariy, and seconded by Mr Baillie of Dochfour. 
Mir CSiarles Grant, yr., now became Secretary 
for Ireland. 

Ibid. — ^At the same meeting of fre^olders, Mac- 
leod of Macleod proposed that Mr Charles 
Grant, senicv, be requested to sit for his por- 
trait, to be hung up in the Court-room as a 
permanent mark of the esteem which the county 
entertained for him on account of his Parlia- 
mentary conduct and private worth and vir- 
tues, lliis ^voposal met with cordial approba- 
tion. At the same time an address, signed by 
the freeholders, was presented: to the late mem- 
ber. 

Ibid. — Mr George Gumming, London, one of the 
Altyre family, was elect^ MP. for the Inver- 
ness District of Burghs. The retumiug burgh 
was Nairn. The name of Sir Wra. Gordon- 
Oumming was first mentioned for the vacancy, 
but he gave way to his relative. — ^Mr Hueh 
Innes of Lochalsh was re-elected member for Uie 
Northern Burghs. — Mr Macleod, yr. of Cad- 
boll, was elected for i^e counties of Cromarty 
and Nairn. — Colonel Francis William Grant of 
Grant was elected for Morayshire. — ^Mr Robert 
Gkant (another son of Mir Charles Grant ol 
Waitemish) was elected for the Elgin Didtrict 
of Burffhs. — Mr Grant of BallindaUoch was 
ebcted for the Countv of Sutherland. — The Earl 
of Fife was elected for the County of Banff. 

July 23.— Mr George Sinchdr, yr. of Ulbster, was 
elected M.P. for Caithnes8.--Captain G. H. 
Dundas, R.N., was, after a contest, elected for 
Orkn^and Shetland. 

Ibid. — "The site of tike stronghold of the once 
powerful Earls of Ross at Dingwall has been 
levelled this season, and is now under crop. 
There remaineth but a single frasment of the 
building to mark where a casUo had been." This 
fra<nnent, we believe, still remains. 

August 6. — ^It is stated that the summer was the 
warmest since that of 1779. A very early har- 
vest was expected. 

Ibid. — A correspondent complains that horses were 
driven like sneep or cows to be watered at the 
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riTer. "It 10 » common thin^ to see half-a- 
dozen of tbem at a time galloping through one 
of thoie very narrow limes which run from 
Ohnrch Street to the river, and that, too, when 
the lane is full of people passing and repassinff." 

Auffust 20.—"The new walk on the bank of Uie 
Ness, oalled the Ladies' Walk, from its having 
been formed last year at the expense of some 
respectable ladies, has lately been much im- 
proved; and the injuries done. to it by the 
high floods during the last winter are now com- 
pletely repaired. The money presently laid out 
on this pleasant promenade is supplied by the 
amount of a bet on the issue of tne late Par- 
liamentary election for this District of Burghs, 
which the winner generously appropriated for 
the purpose ; and some small subsciptions from 
a few individuals.'* 

August 27. — ^A paragraph draws attention to the 
hardships to which Highland reapers were ex- 
posed by going South Iwfore there was employ- 
ment for them. This season, however, the 
harvest was so early that little harm could be 
done by an early arrival. 

September 3. — The annual report of the Cale- 
donian Canal (dated October 1817) mentions 
that the quarry at Redcastle had been worked 
from March to July in order to procure stones 
for the hollow quoins, segment stones, and 
pavement for the lower recesses of the lock at 
Fort-Augustus. "The vessels whidi carry 
matcirials, Ac., from Olachnaharry to Fort- 
Augustus have now navigated Locn-Ness two 
years without any accident or even the slightest 
injury." 

Ilnd. — llie Inverness Town Oouncil made some 
modification on the table of shore dues. "It is 
said that the value of these dlies, which sold at 
the roup last year for £685, will be reduced 
about £60 by the change/' 

Ibid. — The nineteenth anniversary of the North - 
em Missionary Society was held at Tain on 
26th August, when the Rev. John Macdonald 
of Urauh art preached in English, and the Rev. 
John Kennedy, Killeaman, preached in Gaelic. 
"The collections, donations, and subscriptions 
on this occasion amounted to £88 188 34d. in 
which sum is included £10, per the Rev. Mr 
Macdonald, from the Ferrtntowh Penny-a^Week 
Society, and £6 8s, per the Rev. Mr Forbes, 
from a similar Association in the parish of 
Tarbet; by this accession to their funds, the 
Society were enabled to vote for the London 
Missionary Society, £100 ; the Edinburgh Mis- 
•ionary Society £100 ; the Hibernian Society, 
£50 ; the Moravian Society, £50 ; and to the 
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Society for the GonTersion c^ the Jews, £50; 
total— £3*0." 

Ibid. — ^'In the little port of Helmedale, where six 
years ago there was not a hut nor a fishing 
boat, several curing-houses are erected on the 
u\oet approved plan, and the number of boats 
amounts to 140. Upwards of 15,000 barrels of 
herrings have been cured here this season, be- 
sides a quantity which has been smoked." 

Septembw 17.— An advertisement in this issue 
calls a meeting for the purpose of taking steps 
to erect bridges connecting the Islands with 
"the much-frequented wallu on both sides of 
the river." A paragraph states that excellent 
paths had already l^n formed on both banks 
of the river, but the Islands remained isolated. 
[By the way, the spot is called "Island," not 
"Islands*' ; possibly the central channel had 
not then been formed.] 

Ibid. — ^"The workmen employed in digging out 

Stivel from the summit of the Hill above the 
augh Brewery found last week the skeletons 
of three grown persons in coffins, the boneo 
perfectly entire. A body was found in a similar 
situation last year near the same place. Re- 
port will have it that the brow of tne hill was 
used in former times as a burying-place for the 
unfortunate persons who were executed in this 
quarter, and there is some colour of truth in 
the supposition from its vicinity to the old place 
of execution in the Gallow lifuir. Some oU 
inhabitants of the town, on the other hand, say 
that when the Duke of Cumberland's army 
visited Inverness in AprU 1746, alter the battle 
of Culloden. many deaths occurred amongst his 
men, and tnat some of them were interred in 
this ground." 

September 24. — ^The previous day a meeting took 
place in the Atheneum to consider the pro- 
posed erection of chain bridges to connect the 
Island with the river banks. Mr Eraser, yr. of 
Torbreck, presided. The meeting resolved to 
proceed with the scheme, and upwards of £100 
was at once subscribed. A week afterwards 
the subscriptions amounted to £200. 

Ibid. — ^Mr James Robertson, M.D.. w«s re-elected 
Provost. There were two ei Provosts in the 
Council, namely, James Grant and Thomas 
Gilzean. 

Ibid. — ^A proposal was made to start a moil dili- 
gence to Thurso. The Ifogistrates and Council 
agreed to allow it to pass eiu^er of the bridges 
toll free, and the same privilege was grantcxi 
at Bonar-Bridge and Helmsdale. The counties 
of Ross and Sutherland had each subscribed 
£200 to assist the movement. The diligence 
was expected to start in the following spnng. 
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Ibid. — At the Circuit Court, held on the 18th inst. , 
there were nine oases, six of which were for 
aBsaulttng and deforcing ReTenue officers. Hie 
persons convicted were sentenced to various 
terms of imprisonment. 

October 1. — At the liichaelmas Head Court the 
Constables for the current year were sworn in. 
Provost Robertson addressed them on the occa- 
sion. "He stated that they were chosen from 
among their townsmen as Constables in con- 
sequenoe of being heads of families and 
men of respectable character ; and he requested 
that thev should continue to exhibit that pro- 
priety of behaviour and moderation in the exer- 
cise of their public duties which had hitherto 
distinguished them. He especially recom- 
mends to them a rigid enforcement, in so far 
as depended on them^ of the public duties of 
the Sabbath, and a vigilant superintendence of 
public-houses ; also a constant co-operation with 
the Society for the suppression of begging. He 
next stated that it was the firm detennination 
of the Magistrates to put a stop to the per- 
nicious and dangerous practice of allowing horses 
to go to the water without some persons to 
lead them, and requested the Constables, for 
the safety of their own families as well as for 
the good of the ccmimunity, to be vigilant in 
dete^ing and bringing to punishment any who 
might henceforth offend in thia particular. He 
also generally recommended to them the care 
of the public walks, Uie banks of the river, and 
other matters of police regulation. He con- 
cluded the address with an earnest exhortation 
to them, and to heads of families in general, 
to impress on the minds of their inmates and of 
all under their guidance the necessity of keep- 
ing r^gul<ar hours.'* 

Ibid. — ^l£e revenue of the town from Petty 
Customs and pontages amounted this year to 
£308; from shore dues and anchorage, £675; 
from all sources, £990. In 1817 the total was 
£1096, but in 1816 only £882. 

October 8. — ^"On Tuesday evening a meeting of 
the Corporation of Wrights and Coopers was 
held for the purpose of forwarding the cause of 
Burgh Reform in this town ; several resolutions 
in favour of that object beingro'oposed, were 
rejected without a division. This Corporation 
is the most numerous and respectable of the six 
Trades; it oontains above SO out of the 75 
burgesmi which form the whole of the IVades' 
Burgesses of this town." 

October 15.— IHie Right Hon. Charles Grant, 
If. P. for the oounty of Inverness, and Chief 
Secretary for Lreland, was present with his 
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fatlier, and with Uia Lovd-IienteiMuni and oClner 
diitiiignidied gaesto, atli a banquet prea at 
Dublin on the ord kut. ^ the ncnr Lord liv[ror, 
AJderman M^Kenny. The health of the Chief 
Secretary was d^nnk amid loud appbuue, and 
Mr Qrant replied. An incident is noticed in 
the report. "When Mr Grant condnded and 
took hu Beat, the band instantly played 'Oop- 
pies lie down.' The Lord Mayor directed a look 
of astonishment and rebdke towards the 
orchestra, and the tune was discontinued." 

Ibid. — ^The Magistrates and Town Council voted 
£70 to assist in the construction of the new line 
of road "marked out in the direction of Tdf ord 
Street from the river side to avoid passing 
through the Green of Muirtown.*' 

Ibid. — ^Many ingenious efforts were made about 
this time to discover "perpetual motion," and 
claimants to the discovery freouently appeared. 
Among the rest, Mr Lewis Bayne, officer of 
Exdae, Inverness, believed that he had con- 
structed a perpetually moving timepiece. "The 
machine is loept in motion by means of magnetic 
attraction; mit in the construction of it Mr 
Bayne makes use of but one magnet [another in- 
ventor required two]. It is onl^ about six 
months since this very ingenious timepiece was 
shown to us, but there ans several inhabitants of 
this place who have seen it going these two 



October 29. — ^The Northern Meeting began on the 
21st. The Marquis and Marchioness of Huntly 
wens present. Hon. Mrs Stewart Mackenne of 
Sealorth and Hon. Mrs Fraser of Lovat sent in 
abundant supplies of venison, muirfowl, and 
ptarmigan. 

Ibid.— At a meeting of the Forres Trafalgar Club 
a sum d forty guineas, to purchase a marble 
bust of Lord Kelson to be placed in the monu- 
ment on Gluny HUl, was announced as the dona- 
tion of the Kev. Hugh ¥Vaser, Georgetown, 
South Carolina. The Rev. John Macdonell 
proposed that a Committee should be appointed 
to procure busts both of Lord Nelson and the 
Marquis of Huntly. This waa agreed to with 
aocMnation. The company consisted <^ fifty- 
five gentlemen, some of whom had come from a 
great distance. Among them were many naval 
and military officers who had distinguished 
themselves in the service of their country. 

November 5. — The woollen factory at Inverness 
belonging to Messrs Mackensie, Gordon, ft Co. 
is advertised for sale. The houses were in the 
Hangh, the store room ai the Shore, and the 
oarduig and wanlk miUa on the bank of the 
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Had.— "It is calculated that the black cattle, wool, 
Bheep, and herrings sold and sent from the 
Highland district ot ScotUnd north of the Spey 
to the other quarters of the Kingdom witoin 
the last six months amount in value to at least 
£500,000 ; a greater sum than ma perhaps ever 
before received in one year from the whole pro- 
duce of this dislzict We are happy in being 
able to state that these sreat brancnes of our 
provincial exports have been at no period in 
more flourishing circumstaacea than at present 
The only extensive manufactories in this quar- 
ter, munely, those of hemp-bagging, begm to 
participate likewise in the rapidly returning 
prosperity of the country." 

Ibid. — ^An article appears in the same number on 
the subject of burgh reform. The writer is in 
favour of reform, but points out that the 
affairs of the town of Inverness are well 
administered. "The revenue of this town/' he 
M-yB* "ia £1569, of which every shilling is 
honestly expended for the public good, and, in 
as far as we can judge, as discreetly as nonestlv. 
In this town more money is devoted to the 
support of schools than in any other town of 
the Kingdom with double the revenue ; and it 
is a singular and an honourable fact that not a 
single ^ass of wioie is from year's end to year's 
end paid for from the public fundis for the 
entertainment of puUic men." This, it may be 
remarked, forms a striking contrast to the state 
of afiadrs in the burgh of Pittenweem. The 
revenue of that burgh waA £300, and it was re- 
presented in Parliament by the Lord Advocate. 
In a note to a Parliamentary return, it is stated, 
on the authority of the Provost and Town- 
Clerk, "that the balance of its income is mostly 
expended in the annual election dinner of thie 
Magistrates and in celebrating the King's birth- 
day." 

November 12.— A smart shock ol earthauake was 
felt in Inverness and neighbourhood on 10th 
inst It occurred at 20 minutes past midni^t, 
and was felt along the banks of Loch-Ness. 

November 19.— A Society was formed in Inverness 
to co-operate with a Society in Edinburgh for 
the support of Qaelic schools in the HigUands. 
It was stated that 70 schools had already been 
erected. The object of the Society was to teach 
Gaelic in the districts where t^iat language pre- 
vailed, and in certain cases English and writ- 
ing. 

Ibid.— A correspondent of the "Times" gave a 
very unpleasant account of the gaol in Inver- 
ness ; "a comer building at the junction of Hie 
two main stzeets,'* namely. Bridge Street and 
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Church Street. "The outer door ci die prison 
opeuA into the main stareet, end immediately on 
entering you perceive a flight oi stepi on either 
hand ; that on the left leads to the court-roc»n, 
where prisoners are tried ; the deal boards with 
whioh the court is fitted up have never been 
painted, and the dirt on them and on the walls 
gave to both rather a miserable appearance.'* At 
the top of the opposite flight of steps a door 
opened into a stone galleiy facing the cells. This 
gallery waa the appointed place for airing and 
recreation, "and as often ea the prisoners avail 
themselves of it/' says the writer, "they are 
exposed like wild beasts in a cage to every pas- 
senger below." At the time of his visit taere 
was only one criminal prisoner, who had been 
tried for an aittempt to assassinate, and sen- 
tenced to confinement on account of d^ange- 
ment. This poor man's cell is described as 
horribly loathsome. He had been in it for six 
years. "There were no other prisoners at the 
time I am speakiDg of^ exoeiit seven debtors; 
one of these was by hmiself in a room suffici- 
ently commodiouA, but very dirtv; the other 
six were in a room much smaller, but still more 
dirty; they all looked very sickly." The 
"Courier" dievotes an article to this communica- 
tion, which it describes as exaggerated. It says 
that the prison certainly ought not to be in 
the centre of the town, but that in many re- 
spects its construction was better than, that of 
most Scottish prisons. "The grated gallery or 
arcade which extends along the whole front of 
the prison, whatever it may appear to chance 
visitors, affiu^ the prisoners the liveliest amuse- 
ment. It overlooks the busiest part of the 
town, and gives them an opportunity of see- 
ing and hearing all that is going forward. 
There may be some solid objection to this too 
familiar intercourse with the street, but the 
charge of exposing them like wild beasta in a 
cage must be laughed ait by ever^ one who 
knows anything al^ut the real condition of the 
persons said to be exhibited." As for the poor 
criminal, the writer says, he had since his com- 
mitment become furiously mad, and annoyed 
the whole town by his "nocturnal beUowings." 
He waa, however, confined under a warrant of 
the Justiciary Court till bail could be found 
and the town was meantime obliged to submit 
to the infliction. If six debtors were found in 
one room, it must have been from their own 
choice ana in the day-time only. 
November 26. — This number contains an account 
of the dea^ of Queen Charlotte, which occurred 
on the 17th November. The Magistrates of 
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Inyemess directed that the pulpit of "the Enff- 
lish Church" should be drap«d with black doSi 
as a mark of respect for her late Majesty. 

Ibid. — The prevalence of strons southerly winds 
favoured the passage of vessds coming North. 
"The smack George, from London, arriTed at 
OrMnarty on Saturday, 21st inst., after a pas- 
sage of 84 hourSj having left Qravesend on 
Wedneeday, 18th. The Lizard, from Leith, 
arrived also at Cromarty on Monday last, the 
23rd, after a pa ssage of only 33 hours." 

December 3. — ^"we understand a new complaint 
has been instituted in the Court of Session by 
Mr James Lyon, ixonmonger, aided by Deacon 
Alexander Fetrie, of the Shoemakers, and 
Deacon Donald MJEicbean, of the Tailors, 
against the last election of the Magis- 
trates and Town Council of Livemess." 

December 10. — A Committee of the House of Com- 
mons were at this time considering the condi- 
tion of the burgh gaols in Scotland, and nearly 
two column* are devoted to a statement furnished 
by Provost Robertson. The Provost savs 
frankly that the gaol waa not sufficient for tne 
accommodation of eiliier the civil or criminal 
prisoners confined therein; but so far as the 
aooommodation went it was perfectly adequate 
to the secure custody of its inmates. The gaol 
was bmlt about 30 years before, chiefly at the 
expense of the burgh, with a contribution of 
£1000 from the Government, made out of the 
confiscated estates, and some assistance "com- 
paratively trifling" from the counties of Inver- 
ness, Ross, Nairn, and Cromarty. The gaol 
had since been kept in repair solely at the ex- 
pense of the burgh. The Steeple had been 
erected at the ei^nse of the burgh, aided by 
individual subscnptaons. 

Ibid. — The action of James Lyon v. the Magis- 
trates and Town Council of Inverness was 
originally fixed to be tried before a jury in the 
town of Inverness, but was aiterwanlB changed 
to Edinburgh, and the 14th December fixed for 
the proceedings. The Magistrates, however, 
conmdered it inexpedient to go to Kdinburgh, 
and the disfranchisement of the burgh was now 
antidpated. 

December 24. — ^The dignity of a baronet of the 
United Kincdom waa conferred on Hui^b Innes 
of Lochalsh, in the county of Ross, and of Cox- 
ton, in the county of Moray. 

Ibid. — ^This issue gives a full narrative ol the 
action raised by James I>on affainst the 
Magistrates and Town Council and of its result. 
The Magistrates abandoned the defence rather 
than submit to the inconvenience and expense 
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of presentmg tfa/eir case before a jmy in EdSn- 
burgh. A petition was then presented for the 
appointment of interim managers, and the 
Elecond DiTirion took the matter into considera- 
tion on the 19th December. As the interim 
management was claimed ezdnsiyely by the late 
Mudstratee, the petition was in so far opposed 
by Mr Lyon, who asked that himself and two 
persons of his nomination shoold be introduced 
into Uie temporary adniinistration of the borg^. 
The precedent of Aberdeen wa« quoted in sup- 
port of this application. The Lord Justice 
Clerk expressed himself in substance as follows : 
— ^"That the high opinion which the Court 
entertained of the gentlemen who had been in 
the Magistracy of Inverness was in no degree 
shaken by the recent proceedings ait Mr Lyon's 
instance; that the Magistrates having been 
unanimously elected, were bound to support 
their offices, and the Court did not misconstrue 
the grounds upon which they had been recently 
advued to abandon their case; that although 
the Court were compelled to sustain the legal 
objection offered to the election now reduced, 
they yet did not view with any favour, and far 
less with any approbation, the prooeedinsB which 
rendered that decision necessary; that the 
Court had resolvea to commit the interim 
management exclusively to the former Magis- 
trates, and their lordsnips did so with entire 
confidence in the well known respectability and 
worth of these gentlemen.'* The Counsel for 
Mr Loffan, however, insisted that the two per- 
sons wno had been complained of as ineligible 
should be kept out of the nomination. The 
Court acquiesced in this, but allowed the Pro« 
▼ost and remaining Magistrates to select their 
two colleagues, ^jd so the case closed. 
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No. XIV. 

The subject of Bur^ Reform contiiiaed to 
excite attention for several years. We hare 
already referred to the cases of Montrose, In- 
▼emess, and Aberdeen . To make the history of 
the times intelligible, and yet to avoid making 
long detached qaotations ^om newspaper files, 
we may once more avail om'selTcs of Mr 
Spencer Walpole's History of England from 
1815. He relates how, in the Session of 1818, 
Lord Archibald Hamilton drew attention to 
the case of Montrose, and afterwards threat- 
ened to bring up the whole subject of the 
condition of &e burghs. Public opinion hav- 
ing been thus aroused, the Lord Advocate in- 
tr^iuced a bill for the better regulating of 
the revenues of the royal burghs of Scotkind. 
Mr Walpole tells the story as follows : — 

"He [the Lord Advocate] proposed that the 
Magistrates should be compelled to publish their 
aoooants, and that the Court of Exchequer, on the 
complaint of five burgesses, sbookb have the power 
of oontroUing the expenditure. The remedy was 
a mild one ; and, mild «« the measure was, it was 
not i)ersevered with. Its introduction, however, 
created a profound impression in SootlsDd. Six- 
seyenths of the populations of the royal boroughs 
petitioned for morm. Hardly a single petition 
was presented! on the other side. Hamilton, find- 
insT uis case thus strengthened, moved that all 
the petitions should be referred to a select com- 
mittee, to examine the matter thereof, and to 
report Iheir observations and opinion thereon to 
the House.' It was in vain that William Dun- 
* das, speaking with the anthority which his name 
gave to him, resisted all change. It was in vain 
that CSanning warned the House a^inst the ex- 
periments of rash specalators in l^irliamentary 
Reform. Two months before, on the 3rd of Mardi, 
the Ministiy had been defeated by Mackintosh on 
the Criminal Laws. Four days before, Orattan's 
motion for Roman Catholic emancipation had been 
carried in the teeth of the Tories. HamUton's 
motion was now adopted by 149 votes to 144, or 
by a majority of 5. 

"The Oommittee, which was thus appointed in 
1819, was revived in the new Parliament of 1820, 
and practically continued its labours for three 
years. Early in 1822. Hamilton, after referring 
to the numerous abuses which the reports of tie 
Oommittee had disoiosed, moved tiuit tike House 
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should resolve itself into a Oommittee of the 
whole House upon the royal burgln of Scotland^ 
He dwelt on the absurdity of allowing the Magis- 
trates to elect their own successors, and insii^ed 
on the necessity of instituting some more popular 
method of election. But tlM> Ministry was not 
ready to adopt his views. It was willing to im- 
pose some checks on the expenditure of the public 
funds by the Magistrates, but it was unwilling 
to adopt eny remedy whidi would open the door 
to reform. The temporaiv force which petitions 
had imparted to Lorcl Arcnibald's motiooi was ex- 
pended; the Opposition, ignorant of Scotland, 
were languid ; Lord Archibiud was defeated by a 
majority of 81 votes to 46 ; and t^e Lord Advo- 
cate's counter-proposal was adopted. oome 
checks were placed on the expenditure of the royal 
burghs; some restrictions were enforced against 
the improvident creation of debt ; but the burghs 
themselves were imreformed; the Magistrates 
were allowed to so on electing their own succes- 
sors ; and the wnole population of the towns of 
Scotland were excluded from the franchise as 
completely as the settlers in the backwoods of 
Canada." 

The second nsM of 1819 was a time of great 
agitation in the industrial centres of England 
and the south of Scotland. Iliere were fre- 
quent meetings and demonstrationB, and the 
upper classes entertained fears of an attempted 
revolution. A great gatliering held near 
Manchester in August was dispersed by the 
Yeomanry and a regiment of cavalir, result- 
ing in the loss of several lives and the iniuiy 
of many persons, lliis is known as '^he 
Peterloo Massacre." The Government threw 
its shield over the local Magistrates, who were 
primarily to blame, and mudi controversy en- 
sued. In the autumn session of Parliament 
the €k>vemment succeeded in passing a series 
of measures called the Six Acts. 'These were 
of varied importance. The first made it easier 
to prevent out-of-door meetings for political 
purposes, and was to be in force for five years. 
The second enabled triab for misdemeanour, 
which was the usual charge under which 
political agitators were prosecuted, to be held 
with less delay. The third, very properly, for- 
bade private persons to engage in militaiy 
drill, a proce^ymg tolerated in no civilised 
State. The fourth was for the more effectual 
prosecution and punishment of blasphemous 
»4d leditioDB libels. The fifth authorised 
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Magutrates to seize amis in sixteen counties 
said to be disturbed, and was to be in force 
for three years. The sixth was a distinct check 
on the liberbr of the press, for it required all 
publishers or newspapers to give security in 
advance for any fines they might incur by 
uttering blasphemy or sedition. Such an 
enactment made it harder for a poor man to 
start a newspaper, and as it stood was an in- 
sult to the press at large. All these Acts 
were stoutly opposed by the Whigs, and, with 
the exception of the t^ird, were sooner or later 
repealed?' CRansome's History). During this 
time the North of Scotland was undisturbed, 
but reports of the state of aflPairs fill colxunns 
of newspaper files. County meetings were 
held to support the GoTemment. 

The extension of a mail coach service to 
Wick and Thurso was at this time an important 
incident. Mr John Anderson, in his Essay 
on the State ol the Highlands, written in 
1826, says that previous to the year 1819 the 
post was conreyed from Inverness to Tain on 
horseback, and thence across the firths of Dor- 
noch and lioch-Fleet by post-runners to the 
North Coast. '^ 1819 the benefit of the mail 
coach system was extended eren to the Pent- 
land jt'irth. Horses were brought from Edin- 
bur^, and stables and inns erected by Lord 
Stafford at very considerable expense. By 
one common bond of intercourse, the two most 
distant parts of the island, the one situated 
at the extremity of the EngJbLsh Channel, the 
other in the latitude of John O'Groat's House, 
were thus joined together, at a distance of 
1082 miles. In no country, it may safely be 
said, is there a paraUel of so rapid a change." 
Notes on this subject will be found below. 

From the " Inverness Cawrier.** 
1819. 

Janusury 7. — Tb» workmen employed in levelling 
a piece of j;;iound round Dr Robertson's house 
at Atdtnadkiach discovered urns containing 
human bones. In one of the urns was a flint 
arrow head, elegantly shaped and- doubly barbed. 
In digging the foundations of the house some 
years before stone coffins were discovered. Para- 
graphs on the subject appear in several issues. 
Another stone coffin was found. 

January 14. — John Madeod, the man who had be- 

21 
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oome influie when inouoentod in tbe priMm of 
InTwneM, receiT«d • pardon from the Oown. 
He WW then "lodged in one of the lunatic apait- 
mento of the Royal Infinnary, wiih aome proa- 
pect of cure." 

Ibid.~-On the 3rd inst., the dwelling-houte of 
Auchterblair, parish of Duthil, occupied by 
Major and lire Qrant, was burned to the 
ffround. Hie first notice is in this issue, but 
were are subseouent accounts. Valuable furni- 
ture, china, and books were destroyed. 

January 27.^The growth of shipping and the im- 
provement of harbours in the Moray Firth are 
commented on. "At InT<eme88 the harbour hait 
been greatly improved imd extended ; at Ding- 
wall a canial and pier have been completed; 
excellent harbours have been formed at Burg- 
head, Fortrose, Brora, ftc, and we understand 
thct the new pier at Nairn is now in a way of 
being speedily erected." T%e foUowinfl; statis- 
tics are given from the books of the Inverness 
Custom-house for 1817 and 181& In 
1817 the vessels entered! inwards from 
foreign ports numbered 4; cleared out- 
wards to foreign ports, 4; entered 
inwards coastwise, 516; cleared outwards 
coastwise, 439; total number of vessels. 
963, and total tonnage, 57,591. In 1818 8 
vessels entered from foreign ports ; 17 cleared 
outwards to foreign ports ; 521 vessels entered 
inwards coastwise ; 560 cleared outwards coast* 
wise ; total number of vessels, 1106 ; total of 
tonnage, 63,429. Registered at Inverness to 
30th iSsptember 1818, 56 vessels of 3391 tons. 

February 4. — ^"Tlie subject to which our attention 
is at present most strongly attracted is the state 
of the Burghs in Scotland. Tliis, we are as- 
sured, win become an object of legislative in- 
terference at no distant period. Ttt% state of 
EVknburgh, Aberdeen, Inverness, and manv 
others, we may rather say every other burgh 
in Scotland, is such as imperiously calls for 
some remedy for the ferment whicli prevails." 
The subject was brou^ up in Parliament, as 
stated above. 

Ibid. — ^List of awards by the Highland Society of 
Scotland to farmers in the Northern Counties, 
including Nairnshire, Morayshire, and the dis- 
tricta of Badenoch and Strathspey, for improve- 
ments in cultivation and in stock. 

Ibid.— "On Monday last Mr Bayne exhibited in 
the basin of the Osledonian Canal the model of 
a friirate, to be impelled bv the nower of the 
screw against wind and tide." The vessel is 
fnllv described on 4t3i March. Mr Bayne was 
evioently a man of inventive talent. 
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FelMiMuy 18. — ^"On the welcome news of the birth 
of an heir to the venerable family of Calloden 
being receiyed in om* neighbourhood, Gulloden 
lighted all its beacons. We would not envy the 
feelings of a Scotchman who could look on the 
misty stretch of Gulloden Moor, ruddied for 
the birth of an heir to the line of Duncan 
Forbes, without some melthig of the heart or 
kindlinff of the fancy." The birth thus an- 
nounced was that of the late Arthur Forbes 
of Gulloden. 

Ibid. — "Died, on the 8th inst, at Glachnahairy, 
in the 63rd year of his a^e, MV Davidson, resi^ 
dent engineer of the Galedonian Ganal. Whether 
we view Mr Davidson in his official situation, 
discharging an important trust, or engaged In 
the relative and social duties oi life, he claims 
our highest admiration. No nwn possessed a 
more delicate sense of honour, was actuated by a 
stricter integrity, or maintained a loftier feel- 
ing of independence. When discussion elicited 
the various stores of his vigorous mind, he gave 
an inimitable and peculiar strength of expres- 
sion to his sentiments. His masculine wit was 
never wielded to wound the feeling of any in- 
dividual. His benevolence was active, his 
beneficence unwearied, and his charitv unosten- 
tatious. It may be safely assertea that, of 
those who had access to his society^ none «ver 
left him without becomijig either wiser or bet- 
ter." 

Ibid.— ''At Fermoy, on the 20th ult., Kennetli 
Mackenzie, Esq. , postmaster of that town, and 
late Gaptain and Adjutant in his Majesty's 
GaithnesB Highlanders. Mr Mackensde was 
born at Gastle Leathers, and published a col- 
lection of excellent QaeUc sonm before he left 
this country." The paragraph speaks of Mr 
Mackenzie as a man of sterlmg worth and an 
ornament to society. 

March 18.— On the previous Tuesdav the Right 
Hon. Gharles Grant was unanimously re-elected 
member for the county of InvemeBB on his ap- 
pointment as Secretary for Ireland. The nomin- 
ation was moved by Sir .^neas MacUntoBh of 
Mackintosh and seconded by Mr BaiUie of Dooh- 
four. 

Ibid. — ^The death is reccMtled of O&ptain John 
Stewart, of the 53rd Regiment of Foot, which 
took place at Knock of Kincaim, Strathspey. 
He was only 33 vean of age, andi had served for 
16 years. At the storming of Fort Gfedliger, in 
the East Indies, in 1812, when leading the 
Gronadier company up to the breach, he was 
precipitated down tiie perpendicular rock on 
whi^ the fort is built, apparenlly blM. Al- 
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though he suryiyed the fall, his dea4;h seemB to 
haye been ultimately caused by its effects. 
March 25. — ^"Lately died here, James Simpson, 
sloyer, a^ed 97, the oldest miui in the town. 
Me hsd uiree seyeral times entered the holy 
state of matrimony, but died a widower. He 
was a canny, tidy, old man, and took good 
thought for the morrow. At a distant pericM be 
obtaSied the lease of a small house during the 

J'oint liyes of himself and his wife, Kate. In 
lis subsequent matrimonial connections he took 
care to make the most of his bargain, and suc- 
oessiyely mamed a second and a third Kate.'* 

April 15. — ^An article, two columns long, appears 
on the subject of Bur^ BeforuL Hie pomts in 
the Lord Adyocate's Bill (see introduction) ere 
carefully discussed. 

April 22. -^n the 14th inst. Lord Reston arriyed 
at Inyerness **during terrible weather" to hold 
the Circuit Court. A number of cases were 
tried, chiefly connected with smuggling and 
sheep-stealing. "With regard to the former, he 
was satisfied that much had already been done 
to suppress a pracUoe so pernicious to the 
morals and habits of the people, but much still 
remained to be done, and* the learned Judse 
strongly recommended that pioprietors should 
declare smuggling to be an irritancy in the leases 
to be graut^ by them as one of tne most effec- 
tual preventiyea of the crime." 

April 29. — ^"Died, Siii Qlendoich, in the neighbour- 
Dood of Perth, on Friday, Lord JEleston. His 
lordship was on his wa^ from this place to 
Perth to open the Gircmt. Those who latelj 
saw him in this town, in the full yigour of his 
mind and in apparently high healt?h, cannot be 
otherwise than dee-^ly affet^ed by this afflictiye 
eyent. Lord Beston was esteemed a good lawyer 
and an excellent judge. His judgments were 
all characterised b^ much tenderness to the 
criminal and an eyident leaning to the side of 
mercy." 

Ibid. — A chapel *'in the Independent or Congrega- 
tional connection," capable of seating about 
500 persons, end built for the accommodation 
of Mr Dewar and his people, was opened at 
Ayoch on April 21st. Mr Spenoe. of Inyemess, 
preached in the morning, and Mr Dewar, of 
Nairn, in the eyening. The building was 
opened free of debt. 

May 13.— A ffood deal of interest was at this time 
taken in the construction of yelocipedes, con- 
cerning which paragraphs circulate from yari- 
ous parts of the country." The following notice 
appears on 13th Hay : — ^"A machine of this kind 
has been constructed by William Macdonald, 
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caitwright, here, under tlie direction of Mr 
Smith, tbe finishing writing master, with which 
that ffentleman makes dauy excnrsions in the 
neighbourhood of the town. It appears to 
answer the desired purpose yerv weU^ and is 
every day more easily managed by its rider, 
w^ now travels with great velocity." 

June 3. — At the General Assembly of the Ohurdi 
of Scotland a petition was heard from Mr John 
Anderson, minister of Bellie, appealing against 
sentences of the Synod of Moray and Presbytery 
of Strathbogie, prohibiting him from acting in 
the capacity of factor, and oonfinins him to the 
exercise of his clerical functions, l^e Assembly 
sustained the appeal in respect of certain iirev^- 
larities of procedure, but declared it impossible 
that they should not highly disapprove 
of ministers of the Cburch engaging in such 
secular pursuits as might be inconsistent with 
the discnarge of their spiritual functions, and 
recommend^ the Presbytery of Strathbogie to 
see that these pastoral duties were fully per- 
formed in the parish of Belli«, and in all other 
parishes within their bounds. 

June 17.— "The state of the Wool Market in 
England is so fluctuating at present that both 
the wool-growers and purchasers who came 
North to attend the sales here have hung off, 
and ID is only this morning that business was 
done in earnest. The price is SDs 6d the double 
stone for wool of t^e blackfaced sheep. No 
saka of Cheviot wool have been made in In- 
verness, but at Fort-William two parcels were 
sold at 21s and 22s per single stone." Cheviot 
lambs were quoted 10s 6d to 128 ; three-year-old 
Cheviot wedders^ 258 to 27s 6d ; C8«t CSieviot 
ewes, 15s to 17s od ; blackfaced lunbs, 8s to 9s ; 
ditto wedders, 22s to 24s; oast ewes, 12s to 
15s. At a meeting of wool-erowers it was 
a^ireed to request members of Parliament to 

Sve their support to a bill then pending for 
e protection of the British wool-grower. 
June 24. — ^A girU eiffht years of age, was sud- 
denly killed by the idling of Hixe flag-staff on the 
CastieHiU. 
Ibid. — "It is with much pleasure we notice that 
the handsome Pump-Boom erected at this cele- 
brated sming [the Strathpffer Mineral Well] 
by Mrs Hay Ji&ckenzie, of Cromarty^ has been 
recently opened for the aocommodaUon of the 
ladies and gentlemen attending there. A re- 
spectable servant man is in attendance, who 
conducts the business of the place with much 
decorum. The reputation of tnis Spa is yearly 
increasing, and nothing is now wanting to 
render the delightful valley of Strathpeffer a 
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place of faahionabld and beneficial resort but 
a few neat cottaees to accommodate invalids, 
and a hotel or boarding-^ouse, which wonld 
perhaps better answer the purpose of fashionable 
visitors." 

JUI7 l.^'*Died, at Dornoch, on the 31st liav, 
John Law, Esq., Sheriff-Substitate of the 
county of Sutherland. As a husband and a 
parent he was most affectionate ; as a judge he 
was upright and impartial ; and «s a member 
of society he possessed t'faose amiable qualities 
which commaJMi esteem." 

Ibid. — ^Meetings of operatives in the large towns 
of Ensland were agitating for reform and for 
the redress of grievances. 

July 8. — ^The Highland Society of London voted 
one hundred guineas in aid of the Society for 
the Education of the Poor in the Highlands, and 
private subscriptions in London produced a fur- 
ther sum of £108. 

Ibid. — On the 18th ult , the foundation stone of a 
new parish church at Rosemarkie was laid. The 
Heritors and Magistrates met in the Town Hall 
of Fortrose and walked in procession to the site. 
The Rev. Alexander Wood, minister of the 
parish, delivered an address, and Mr Macken- 
zie of Flowerbum, the principal heritor, de- 
posited papers and coins in the foundation stone. 

Ibid.— "Died here, on the 2nd curt., in his 67th 
year, universally regretted, Mr James Wills, 
who had been one of the teachers to the Inver- 
ness Academy since its institution. Hie life 
of Mr Wills was wholly devoted to the faithful 
and asealous discharge of his professional duties ; 
and his exertions as a teacner were rewarded 
by the veneration and ^^teful affection of his 
pupils, in every Quarter of the ^lobe. and by the 

rerai esteem of his fellow-citizens." 
^ 15. — The first monthly com market was held 
at Inverness on the previous Tuesday. 

Ibid. — ^The new mail coach to run between Inver- 
ness and Thurso started this morning. It was 
timed to leave Inverness at 6 a.m., arriving at 
Wide at half-past seven the following morning, 
and at l^urso at half-past eleven. — "An ele- 
gant new madl coach, buut on the patent princi- 
ple, and drawn by four horses, now runs be- 
tween the town end Aberdeen, and le&vinff that 
cit}[ at the usual hour of despatching the North 
Mail, reaches Inverness so early as eleven at 
night. The Thurso mail departs in the morn- 
ing, and passengere to the northward are tiius 
permitted to enjoy a few hours of repose before 
setting forward'. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at Milnfield, on the 9th curt. , Ann, 
wife of rir ?faodomU, writer, Invemass. A tri- 
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bnte \b paid to her upright, inteUigent, and 
f^enial character. 

Ibid.---'ln the last report of the Gaelic School 
Society, we have the following account of the 
deplorable state of ignorance df the Highlandii 
of Scotland:... Out of a population of 22,501 
(belonging to a few parishes of which returns 
had been made), 19,367 are inciu>able of read- 
ing either Engliafti or Gaelic. Connected with 
this melancholy fact it must be observed tha.t 
the proportion who are able to read reude in 
or near a district where a school is taught ; but 
in the remote glens, or subordinate islands of 
almost every parish, few or none can be found 
who know even the letters." 

July 22. — ^Lord Archibald Hamilton laid before the 
House of Commons a report from the Select 
Committee on Scottish Royal Burghs. After a 
keen contest it was ordered to be printed. — ^A 
petition from Inverness praying for reform was 
presented to the House of (xMnmons by Sir 
James Mackintosh. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Duthil, on Ist July, 
the Rev. John Grsnt, in the 77th y*ar of his 
age. ''Mr Grant filled tae situation of minister 
in various parishes for about 60 years, and dis- 
charged the parochial duties with such kindness 
and attention as to attract the universal esteem 
of his parishloneFS. He possessed all the hos- 
pitality of the Highlander, tempered' with the 
moderation and mingled with the benevolence 
of the Chrintian. and he was ever the friend 
of the poor and their ready shield against op- 
pression. He had a capacious and original 
mind, cultivated to the highest degree by study, 
and was one of the most profound claasioal 
scholars of the present dav. He delighted in 
the Greek and Latin authors, who were his 
constant and familiar companions; and as he 
possessed a most retentive memorv, the con- 
ver8a;tion was enriched and adorned by frequent 
ready quotations and happy allusions, illustra^ 
tive of any subject under iliscussion. He was 
a great enthusiast in the Gaelic language, with 
which he was perfectly conversant. He was 
passionately fond of music, especially of High- 
land urs and Gaelic songs, and felt peculiar in- 
terest in the traditionary tales, the deeds of 
arms, the feats of strength and activity of the 
heroes of feudal times. Being himself a poet, 
he had a very delicate and nicely discriminating 
taste in poetir as well as in general criticism, 
and his mind was deeply stored with every 
species of literary acquirement. As a genealo- 
gist he had no superior, his knowledge in that 
particulair extending not only to the history of 
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famflies of Iub own and neighbouring coanties, 
but to that of families dis^rsed all ov«r the 
kingdom. This seired to give an interest and 
historical truth and body to his anecdote that 
rendered his company peculiarly agreeable and 
instructive. His wit, which waa caustic and 
original, frequently expanded into a broad and 
gOMwl-natured humour that carried balm along 
with it, and spread cheerfulness around him, 
so that those against whom his shafts were 
thrown loined in the hilarity they produced/' 

July 29. — ^This issue contains numerous extracts 
from other papers describing or discussing the 
removal of people in the inland districts of 
Sutherland to villages on the seashore. A state- 
ment wnich seems to have been official appeared 
in the 'TKmes," beginning as follows: — **In 
1817, a year of great distress in the Highlands, 
Lord Stafford extended his relief to the 'poorer 
tenants on the estate of Sutherland to the 
amount of £10,000. This distress was much 
increased by the numbers of people who had 
settled on &e estate without permission, 1500 
of them paying rent to no person; and many 
more of them holding entirely of the inferior 
tacksmen. The extreme misery endured by 
these poor people (a state of tibings occurring 
every three years on the average), &e great im- 
provement among those who had been settled 
on the coast, and the rapid extension of the 
fisheries, pointed out lAie necessity of delaving 
no longer the removal of the remainder of the 
people who still dwell on the hiDs to the sea- 
coait — a measure as necessary for them as bene- 
ficial t4) the estate, and advantageous to the 
country.'* Removals from Kildonan appear to 
have been the chief canse of the correspondence 
and discussion ait this time. 

Ibid.^An officer of si Revenue cruiser, under an 
order from the Sheriff-Substitute of Orkney, 
examined the condition of an emigrant vessel 
from Oomarty lying near Stromness and bound 
for Picton, in Nova Scotia. The vessel carried 
87 psMngers, and the officer found a larsre 
quantity of its provisions unfit for use. He 
reports with indignation on the state of the 
vessel 

Ibid. — ^Mention ia made again of the mail dili- 
gence whidh commenced running on the 15th 
inst between Thvemess and Thurso, "thus com- 
pleting the mail coach conveyance from Fal- 
mouth to London, and from L(Midon to the 
Northern Ocean. This great advantage to the 
remote district through which it runs lias been 
secured within a twelvemonth after there were 
roads made fit to convey it, and is in a great 
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measure owing to the exertions of the Marquis 
of Stafford." A naragraph in a later issue says 
that the journey 'was now made "in the short 
space of three days and three hours." 
August 5.— A report on the Burgh Jails of Scot- 
land giTss an account of the state of the prison 
in Tidn. The following is the opening para- 
graph : — "The Magistrates haye but too much 
reason to say that Sie jail at Tain ij not suffici- 
ent oither for the accommodation or secure 
custody of an^ prisoner, dyil or criminal. There 
is haimy a cnminal confined in it who has much 
difficulty in making his escape; for the walls 
are now so old that, though of considerable 
thickness, they are easily gone through with a 
common diisel, the stones easily giying way 
and reduced to sand; and such hM been the 
situation of the Magistrates, and such would be 
their situation now, were a criminal lodged for 
any atrocious crime, that, contrary to the laws 
of Scotland, they would be obliged instantly to 

Cit that criminal in irons, otherwise they might 
y their account with an escape in forty-eight 
hours." The Magistrates, it is stated, had dur- 
ing the last '^ years lost about £150 through 
cases arising from the escape of prisoners con- 
fined for debt 

Ibid.— "Died here, on the 26th ult., in the 76th 
year of his age, the 50th of his ministry, and the 
d2nd of his Episcopate, the Right Rey. And- 
rew Macfarlane, Senior Bishop of the Scots 
Episcopal Ghurdi.*' 

August 26. — ^Account of the ifispersion of the Re- 
form meeting near Manchester, known as the 
Peterloo Massacre. Fiye persons lost their 
liyes, and about a hundred were injured. From 
this time forward there are frequent paragraphs 
and articles about the agitation in England: and 
the south of Scotland, chiefly Glasgow. The 
presence and actiyily of spies aro condemned. 

Ibid. — Prince Leopold of Saze-Coburg, the hus- 
band of the late Princess Charlotte, and after- 
wards King of the Belgians, at thia time yisited 
the North. He was entertained at Dalwhiunie 
and Kinrara by the Marquis and Marchioness 
of Huntly, and ascended to the summit of Tor 
Alyie, where he was met by almost all the coun- 
try gentlemen of the district, by seyeral of their 
ladies, and between fiye and six hundred people, 
mostly dreaaed in Highland garb. "At the first 
appearance of his Royal Hiflrhness. the Msrquis 
of HunUy's piper commenced playing, and the 
people starting suddenly from behind the Water- 
loo Monument, formed a circle round the Prince, 
who affably spoke to eyery one who came with- 
in speaking distance, drank to their health, and 
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took inaff from thoee who presented their sauif 
horns. The Marquis of Huntly provided an 
entertainment suitable to the occasion, oonsist- 
inff of two deer, an inunensei quantity of hwi 
aiM mutton, one hundred quartern loaves of 
bread, several ankers of strong whisky, some 
ankers of beer, and a large hogshead of cold 
pundi." The scene on the summit seems to 
have been intended to realise the description 
in the Lady of the Lake, when the clansmen 
spranff from the hillside at the signal of Roder- 
ick Imu. When at Dalwhinnie the Prince at- 
tended service in Laggan Parish Church. The 
Marquis of Huntly gave £20 to the minister of 
Alvie to be diatributed among the poor. 

Ibid. — ^Prom the report of the Northern Infirmary 
it appears that for the year 1818, 21 persons 
classed as '^maniacs" were admitted for treat- 
ment. 

September 2. — On the 30th August Prince Leo- 
pold left Kinrera, and after lunching at Moy- 
haS, arrived at Inverness. He was met out- 
ride the town by some of the county gentlemen, 
who formed an escort, and at the Hotel he was 
received by the Magistratea Next day he drove 
to IxK^-Ness, lunched at Dochfour, and in the 
evening waa entertained by the Magistrates 
and a distinguished company to dinner in the 
Northern Meeting Booms. Provost Robertson 
was highly nraised for the arrangements made 
in connection with ihe visit. On Thursday 
(2nd) the Prince was to leave for Fort-George, 
and proceed alterwerds to Gordon Castle. 

Ibid. — 'Hie Northern Ifissionary Society held its 
twentieth anniversary at Tain, when the Rev. 
Donald Fraaer of Kirkhill, and the Rev. John 
Kennedy of Killeaman preacfhed. The collec- 
tion at the church door amounted to £32 9s 8d, 
and tlie subscriptions of members and donations 
to £94 128 lOd, making a total of £127 28 6d, 
being the highest sum ever collected- by the 
Society at one meieting. A considerable piart of 
it was contributed by prayer meetings and 
penny-a-week associations. The Society voted 
£150 to the Edinburgh Missionary Sodetv. and 
£50 to the Society in Bengal (Serampore Mission) 
for translation of the Scriptures. Seventy new 
ihembers were added to w list of contributors. 

September 9. — On the previous H^ursday. after 
visiting Fort-Vxeorge. Prince Leopold passed 
throuffh Nairn and Foires, where he waa re- 
ceived with fitting distinction. At Forres he 
received the freedom of the burg^. He was 
totertained at Grant Lodge, Elgin, and arrived 
at Gk>nlon Castle in the evening. On Saturday 
lie retained with the Maiquis of Huntly to Kiii- 
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rara, breakfastinff at Amdilly and lunching at 
BallindftUoch. ^He iraa r6oeiyed,''8av8 the re- 
port, "in tihiB ooontay with a Highland wel- 
come, he haa shared our hoepitality with cheer- 
faloen and kindness, and Irom nis engaging 
manners he has departed with our love ana 
esteem." The Prince save £100 to the funds 
of the Society for the Education of the Poot in 
the Highlands, and £20 to the poor of the pariah 
of Alvie. 

Ibid. — ^Mr Telford, the engineer, and his friend 
Southey, the ]poet, were in Inyemess the previous 
week, on a yisit to the iiiffhlands. 

Ibid. — '*The smack George, wnich sailed from Lon< 
don on Thursday, the 2iui inst. , arrived at Find- 
horn on Tuesday, the 7th." 

September 16.— 'Tlie inhabitants of the town will 
be glad to learn t^at the repair of the road 
from Church Street to the Snore, so long in 
contemplation, has been contracted for, and will 
be commenced immediately. There will be a 
foot-path of considerable widt^ along its whole 
extent." 

Ibid.— "Died, on the 19th of Ifaroh last, Lieut- 
Colonel Fraser, of the Royal Soots. This gaU 
lant officer was killed wnile rallying the ad- 
vanced party of our troope before Asserghur, 
upon whom a desperate and unexpected attack 
had been made by a sally from the fortress, nis 
loss is deeply regratted by his companions in 
arms througnout India, where he has served 
with distinguished reputation for many years." 

Ibid.— "At Hull, on the 22nd ult., aged 84. 
Roderick Macleod, of the 15th Regiment oi 
Foot, who fought at the Siege of Quebec, under 
the gallant General Wolfe, and was in various 
other engagements. About eighteen years a^ 
this veteran had a grave-stone put down m 
the Trinity Qhurch new burying-ground, in 
the place wnere he intended to be interred, bear- 
ing this inscription — "Th^B is the buryin^^-plaofr 
of an old soldier who has served four Prmces : 
the first was the last and the last was the 
best.'" 

September 23. — ^It is stated that the plumbago 
mine in Olenstrathfarar waa aitording employ- 
ment to a considerable number of persons. Large 
quantities of the mineral were sent to London 
by the smacks for sale. 

Married in the Parish Church of Trent- 
hun, in the county of Stafford, on Thursday the 
16tb curtw , b^ his Grace the Lord Aichbiahop of 
York, the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Bekrave, 
eldest son of the Earl Grosvenor, to the Right 
Hon. Lady Elizabeth Mary Levceon Gower, 
younger draghter of the most noble the Maiquip 
of Stafford.'^ 



by th 
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Ibid.— "At her howsd. Crown, Inverness, on the 
3rd inst., in tbe Toth year of her age, Jaue, 
relict of the Hon. Archibald Fraaer of Loyat, 
and sister of the late Sir William l^'raser, 
Bart/' 

Ibid.— A proposal ia on foot to run « coach Ye- 
tween Inyemess end Fort-William, with a poa- 
dble connection to Skye. A meeting to sup- 
port the sdieme was held at Fort-Augutus, and 
£500 was subscribed to farther the project, 
Gleneany giving £100. 

September oo. — ^Beginning of historical and miscel- 
Weous notices of Inverness, "to be continued 
oooaaonally." They were no doubt contributed 
by Mr James Snter. 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Qravesend, on his passage from 
London to Inverness on the 24tlL inst.. fir Wil- 
liam Ettles, bookseller, of this place. ' 

October 7. — At the Michaelmas dead G!ourt, on 
the roll of freeholders being mede up, Colonel 
A. Macdonell of Glengarry rose and reJMi a pro- 
test against the deeiffpation of Ranald George 
M«ucdonald, Esq. of Clanranald, oa the sround 
that that gentleman had no lands or charters 
that entitled him to be designated of Clan- 
ranald — his true and lentimate title being of 
Mbidart, or Captain of Clanranald. "To prove 
this averment, Glengarry entered into a detail 
of the genealopiical history of the Family of 
Moidart, explained the etymology of the word 
dan, and concluded (with an accompaniment of 
some animated remarks) that he would consider 
it personal to himself if any gentleman should 
henceforward mention Mr Msodonald other- 
wise tih&n as Captain of Clanranald. Mr Mac- 
kenzie of Woodside having, on behalf of his 
client, answered the gentleman's objection, and 
some observations having been made thereon by 
several other members, it was rejected as in- 
competent to be ^itertained by the meeting. 
Glengarry here intimated that he would brinff 
the question before the Court of Session, and 
tliMice, if necessary, to the House of Peers." 

Ibid. — ^The birth of an heir to Clanrsaald was 
celebrated with great rejoicing in the Long 
Island. 

Ibid. — ^The imprint to the "Courier" now bears 
that it is "prmtedi and published by Joihn John- 
stone." 

October 14 and 21.— At the Northern Meeting 
this year Lord Saltoun presided. There was a 
long discussion on questions relating to the 
Secretary, but he was unanimously re-ap- 
pointed. The b«ll-room, it is stated, bad re- 
ceived a new and most appropriate ornament 
in a finely-executed, fuU-length painting of the 
Marchioness of Huntly. 
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October 21 — Diei, at London, on Irt October, 
Benjamin Koss, banker, Tain. Hi« death in 
SDoken of with marked regret. It is said that 
**D7 no similar dispensation, since the lamented 
death of Sir Charles Ross of Balnagown, has 
such a general gloom been oast over the Easter 
parts of Ross and Sntheriandshires." 

Ibid.— A fall account is given of the blackleid 
mine of Glenstrathlarar. "The mine was 
discovered in the year 1816, and the pronrietor, 
Eraser of Lovat, immediately determinea on ita 
being mined. The working is carried on by 
ten or twelve men, and is entirely at the day, 
the miners not having sunk more than a few 
yards fnmi the surface. The quantity hitherto 
raised has been inconsiderable: last year, for 
instance, the quantity sent to London did not 
exceed five tons. This was sold at the rate 
of £93 per ton, thus affording a great profit to 
the proprietor, as the average expense ot mining 
and transport did not exceed £l7 a ton." 

October 28. — ^In consequence of the agitation and 
disaffection in the countrv, the Cabinet pro- 
posed to raise an additional force of 11,600 men. 
They dismissed Earl Fitswilliam from the office 
of iJord-Iieutenant of the West Riding of York 
for countenancing a meeting Vhich demanded 
inquiry into the conflict at Manchester. 

Ibid. — An Inverness Juvenile Bible Society was 
formed. Seven hundred young persons enrolled 
themselves. 

Ibid. — ^An account is given of the journey oi Mr 
James B. Fraser oi lleelig to the sources of the 
Jumna and uie Uanges. This joiumey was 
undertaken in 1815. The account is made up 
from Mr Eraser's journal, and communicated 
by Mr Fraaer-Tytler. 

November 18.— A meeting of the county of Ross 
adopted a loyal address to the Prince Resent, 
and condemned "the alarming progress of in- 
subordination and studied contempt of the law 
and its administration in manv parts of the 
United Kingdom." MV Mackenzie of Seaforth 
wrote disapproving of the meeting as being in 
his oj>inion unnecessary, and tending to create 
mischief and alarm. 

Ibid. — A project was on foot to establish religious 
libraries in the Highkmds. 

November 26.— County meetings in Inverness. 
Nairn, Cromarty, and Sutherlaad adq[>ted loyal 
addresses to the Prince Regent. 

December 2. — A list of plac^ is ffiven, in which 
the Society for the Education of the Poor have 
established gratis schools. Six "aid" schools 
were also established in the parish of Moy, 
under circimistanoes explained as f<^owB: — 
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''These stationa are in the paruili of Moy, In- 
▼erneM-shire, which nins for 15 miles along 
the river Findhom, besides several kteral glens ; 
in all of them the people have been in the habit 
of employing teachers whom, for want of means, 
ttiej could only keep for a pert of the year. 
With the aid of the Society, which in money 
will not amount to more tliiin £13 sterling, or 
%i per annum per scholar, for the whole six 
schools, the people hope to be able to employ 
the teachers all the year, and to carry on the 
edncation of their children with more effect than 
heretofore." 

loid. — An affrav occurred nesr Banff between 
smugglers and a party of Excisemen, aided by 
a detachment of soldiers. The soldiers fired, 
and one of the smugglers was wounded, it was 
feared mortally. 

December 9. — ^"xMed, after a short illness, in the 
Cantonment at Imapoolu, near Sevemdroog, 
in the East Indies, Lieutenant and Adjutant 
William Macdonell, of the 1st Battalion 10th 
Native Infantry and son to GoU. Iftaodonell, 
£aq[. of Berrisdale. His brother-officers ox 
the regiment have, in token of their very great 
esteem and sincere regard for him, built a splen- 
did monument to his memory, on the spot where 
he lies interred.'* 

December 16. — ^"Mr John Anderson, minister of 
Bellie, and Oommissioner to the Doke of (Gor- 
don, has tendered to the Presbytery of Strath- 
bogie the former of these offices — ^which was 
accepted of, and intimation thereof appointed 
to be made from the pulpit of Bellie." 

December 50. — ^Lord Arcnibald Hamilton's motion 
for the renewal of the 0>mmittee on the Scot- 
tish Burghs was «f>proved of by the House of 
Oommons. 
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No. XV. 

George m. died 29th January 1820, in the 
82nd year of his age and the 60ih of his reign. 
He had been mentally incapacitated for more 
than nine years, and was blind for some years 
before his death. The Prince Regent now 
ascended the throne as George IV. The first 
year of the new reign was greatly troubled. 
A plot was discovered for the assassination of 
Ministers, devised by a man named Thistle- 
wood, who was apprehended with his com- 
panions on February 22nd as they were arming 
themselves in a hayloft in Oato Street, off the 
Edgware Road. The ringleaders were tried and 
executed. About the same time Glasgow and 
the neighbouring towns were disturbed by a 
threatened rising. Queen Caroline, who had 
been living abroad, returned home on the ac- 
cession of ner husband, arriving in London 
on the 6th of June. Negotiations had been in 
progress to induce her to remain on the Ckm- 
tinent, but the order to omit her name from 
the Liturgy excited her indignation and 
prompted her return. 

In June of this year the first steamboat was 
placed oa the Canal, to run between Inverness 
and Fort-Augustus. From Fort-Augustus to 
Fort^William communication was established 
once a week by coach. 

During the second half of 1820, the nation 
was deeply moved by the trial of the Queen. 
The Government had appointed a Secret Com- 
mittee, which reported on the 4th Julv that the 
charges againsi her Majesty affected not only 
the honour of the Queen, but also the dignity 
oi the Crown, and the moral feeling and honour 
of the oount^. In the opinion of the Com- 
mittee, it was indispensable that the charges 
should become the subject of a solemn inquiry, 
and they recommended that the investi^ition 
should lake the form of legislative proceMings. 
On the 5th, Lord Liverpool introduced a 
measure in the House of Lords to de- 
prive the Queen of her rights and privi- 
leges as Consort, and to dissolve the marriage 
between herself and the King. The bill was 
immediatelv read a first time, and a protraoted 
inquirv followed. 'To the great scandal of 
the whole nation," says Ranaome, in his hia- 
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torioal Bummarj, "a series of Italian witnesoes 
were publicly examined as to the minnteat de- 
tails of the Queen's life, lliis evidence was 
printed in the newspapers, and became the 
daily talk of all classes. As eyidence, how- 
ever, on whitih to found a divorce, it was auite 
inconclusive, and was unmercifully discreoited 
under the cros8-ezaininal.on of Brougham and 
Denman, who conducted the case for the 
Queen. The second reading of the bill was 
only passed oy 28 ; the third reading by only 
9. In these circumstances Ministers saw that 
there was not the remotest chance of the bill 
passing the House <^ Commons, and it was 
aooordmglv abandoned. While it was possible 
that the bill migiht pass, the feeling of the 
nation had been strongly in the Queen's 
favour ; but a reaction now took place. The 
evidence, though inconclusive, was most dis- 
creditable to her fair fame, and the number of 
her supporters rapidly diminished." This pas- 
sage fuUy represents the facts as exhibited in 
the newspaper columns of the day. At In- 
verness there was a partial illumination on 
receipt of the news of the abandonment <^ the 
bill. 

A step in advance was taken this year by 
the formation in ihe town of what was called 
a Sa<»^ Music Institution. Towards the end 
of the year a steamer made the first voyage 
to Eyleakin. 

From the "/nwrfk-M Courier." 
1820. 

January 6. — "The North Mail Coach has been 
prevented for some time back from proceedins 
further than Tain owing to the deep fall ^ 
snow. The road between Tain and Thurso is 
in some places covered with snow to the depth 
of from 6 to 16 feet The mail is cairied for- 
ward on horseback, with great difficulty, and 
the hours of arrival are quite uncertain. The 
snow is also so deep between Aberdeen and 
Fochabers that the South Mail Coach, which 
used to reach Inverness about eleven at night, 
has not arrived for some days until seven in the 
mominff/* — It is stated that at Invemessonthe 
4th and 5 th inst. 295 barrels of coal were dis- 
tributed from the Poor's Coal Fund to 723 poor 
persons residing within the town ; also that on 
New-Year's Day Provost Robertson ordered 160 
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loftTM of bread to be dittribated among the 
pocM* people connected with the Soup Kitchen. 

Ibid.— The following cnrioua* notice is addreesed 
to a correspondent : — '"We are extremely sorry 
that we cannot insert the communication from 
Ross-shire, as every article bearing a real signa- 
ture that appears in a newspaper is charged 
by the Stamp Office as an adVertisanent.'* 

Ibid. — An artide refeiring, among other subjects, 
to burgh reform, throws some fight on 1«he con- 
(Utions of the question. The writer, alter ex- 
pressing approval of the "prudent and cautious 
extension oi the electave franchise," says — "We 
have not been clamorous for the rerival (if, in- 
deed, they erer existed) of tJhose silly and nar- 
row kuws and obsolete privileges, the benefit of 
which is claimed by ancient crafts and corpora- 
tions, to the manifest exclusion of all the pro- 
perty, talent, and respectability existing in 
modem times, under the denominations of 
hkwyers, physicians, clergymen, teachers, men 
of letters, artists, printers^ annuitants, ftc, 
because we have no motive m representing the 
interests of miserable local factions as i& in- 
terests of the community.'* Hie writer implies 
that the "set" or constitution of any burgh was 
at best of a restricted kind, and excluded man^ 
of the most intelligent classes from the admini- 
stration of municipal affairs. 

January 13. — A reoord of the number and ton- 
nage of vessels entered at the Custom House of 
Inverness for the year ending January 5th, 
1820, Aows an increase on the previous year 
of 269 vessels and 16,496 tons. Tlie statement 
comprehends "all the minor ports within the 
limits of the Inverness Custom House,'* but even 
so there was room for congratulation on the 
tapid progress of the shipping trade. 

January 2'/!--Oomplaant is made that a recent 
dhange in the malt duty was unfavourable to the 
agricultural interests of Scotland senerallv and 
of the Northern districts in particular. "We 
are glad to undestand, on tne authority of a 
letter from the Convener of Ross-shire, that the 
member for that county, before the adjoum- 
ment of Parliament, had an interview witJh the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer for the purpose of 
pointing out the extreme injustice and impolicy 
of a measure which imposes a higher malt duty 
on Scotland than was paid during the war ; anil 
i^hich must compel all the distillers in tiie 
Northern Counties to abandon their works, and 
thus operate as a direct encouragement to smug- 
riing." 

Ibid. — ^"At Ifonees Aoofee, on the 13th curt. , Jsanes 
Robertson, Esq. , late of KilHchangie, BupA 96. 
He outiiyed all his own family (the male part 

23 
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of whkh honourably bled and died in tbe ier- 
▼ioe of their oounlary), and also all the oom- 
paniona of hia youth. We have freouently 
obaerred the death of the last* of Prince Qiarles 
Edward's followers announced, and now venture 
to assert, without fear of contradiction, that 
this is the laat of the officers who fought under 
him at the battle of Culloden in 1746. He 
commanded a company of Iftie Athole Highland- 
ers upon that memorable day ; and beini; per- 
fectly collected in his senses to the last mo- 
ments, his enthusiastic accounts of the deeds of 
other years were truly interesting." 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Grant's Braee, near Haddington, 
on the 14th inst.^ Affnes Brown, the mother of 
Bums the Poet, m the 88th year of her age." 

Februarv 3.— "Died, at MoyhaU, on Thursday the 
aOth ult.. Sir ^neas Mackintoeh, Bart., Chief 
of the Clan Mackintosh, who was justly en- 
deared to his numerous friends, relatives, and 
dependents, by singular uprightness of mind 
and amenity of dis^ition. Sir .^neas makes 
tihe fourth great Cnan Chief whom this part of 
the country has lost within the last few years — 
Seaforth, the Chief of the Mackenzies ; Lovat. 
the Chief of the Frasers ; The Chidiolm ; and 
Sir .^neas Mackintosh, having aU died within 
a short period of eadh other." A paragraph in 
the same issue states that the remains of the 
deceased Chief were interred in Petty on New- 
Year^s Day, the funeral procession being a very 
imposing spectacle. 

Ibid.— "On the 2l8t ult., at the Manse of Aber- 
nethy, the Rev. John Grant, nunister of that 
pariui, in the dlst year of his age. Early in 
life Mr Grant was presented to the livmsr of 
Arrocher, in Dumbartonshire, whence he was 
in 1766 translated to Abemeihy. In tbe latter 
parish he discharged the duties of his station 
with exemplaiy fidelity for the unusual period 
of 66 years. Happy m the attachment of his 
laanilv, and in ike respect and esteem of his 
neiffhbours, his time and attention were devoted 
wiui unwearied seal to the spiritual and tem- 
poral interests of his parishioners, by whom 
the memory of his ffood offices and paternal care 
and solicitude will long be cherished with feel- 
ings of gratitude and veneration." 

Ibid. — ^A list of premiums is given, awarded by 
the Highland Society of Soottand to farmers in 
Nairnshire, Caithness, Skye, and other districts, 
for improvements in land and stock. 

February 10. — The death is announced of King 
George Third, in Ihe 82nd year of his age and 
the uztieth of his reign. The same issue con- 
tains an announcement of the proclamation of 



J820] File of Invemeu Courier. 179 



George Fourth at the Exchange of JnyemeaB, 
"with due aolemmty.'* A salute was fired by a 
party of the Inyemeaa Looal Militia who at- 
tendied, and patriotic and national aJrs were 
played by the band. 

Ibid. — An advertieement announces that the Cale- 
donian Ooach, beginning on 1st March, would 
be run thrioe every week, instead of twice as 
formerly, "betwixt Inverness and Perth, across 
the GramiHan Mountains. " In compliance with 
a wish very generally expressed, it was to be 
run in one day between tnese places. "To at- 
tain t^s end, the innkeepers on the road have 
become contractors, ancC the horses will be 
changed at erery stage. The days for starting 
from Invemess will he every Monday, Wednes- 
day, and Friday ; and from Perth every Tues- 
day, Thursday, and Satupdi^ of each week. The 
coach will be despatched from both places at 
5 o*clock in the momine; and will, from cal- 
culations made, after allowing ample time for 
breakfast and dinner, at suitable stations, reach 
its destination by ten o'clock at night at far- 
thest" 

February 17.— A proposal was at this time on foot 
for establishing a musical society in Inverness, 
to be called the Sacred Music Institution. The 
promoters were in correspondence with Mr 
George i'homson, the friend of Bums, with the 
view of securing a teacher. 

March 2. — ^This number oontaans an account of 
the conn>ira^ of Thistlewood and others (known 
as the CJato Street Conspiracy) for the assassioar 
tion of his Majesty's Ministers. "The traitors 
were actually met, in a loft they had hired a« a 
rendezvous, and were completely armed and ready 
to commence the butchery, when they were sur- 
prised by the peace-officers and a perty of the 
Coldstream Guards." 

Ibid. — ^The exchision of the Queen's name from 
Iftie liturgy, recorded in this issue, was the 
bennning of the bitter straggle over the claims 
and character of the Consort of King George 
IV. 

March 9. — ^Pailiament was dissolved on the 1st 
instc, and a new Parliament called for the 2l8t 
of April. 

Ibid.— ^ riot occurred on the estate of Culoaim 
through an attempt to remove the tenantry. A 
fwce, consisting of twenty-five men of I3ie Rooi- 
shire Militia Sod fortv constables, was com- 
pelled to beat a retreat by a body of three or 
four hundred people, chiefly women, posted be- 
hind a stone dyke, "who rushed out upon the 
soldiers with a hideous yell and attacked them 
with sticb, stones, uod other missiles." ^Rie 
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Sherifi of tlw Goiinty. who acoomptoued the 
pAziy, suffered aome mjury, and had the paneb 
of his carriage broken. A few ahota were, with- 
out order*, fired by the ■Oiuiera in aelf-defence, 
and two or three women were seTereiy wounded. 

Ibid. — ^"Married, on tbe lat March, Lieut. -Colonel 
Oolauhoun Grant, Forres, to Miae Mar;^aret 
Brodie, aecond daughter of James Brodie of 
Brodie, Eaq." 

Ibid.— "At Ardfred: in the lale of Sim, on the 
2nd ult., Mra Macieod, Dowager of Talisker, at 
the advanced age of 91. Thii excellent and ac- 
oompliahed lady had paaaed the earlier jwn of 
her life in the pobteat circlea iA aociety in 
Eun^. On Iftie Ooloners death, in the Tear 
1789, she retired to her jointure house, wnere 
she paased her disoonaolate widowhood, an emin- 
ent example of female worth and dignity to her 
aex, in the duties of fervent Christian derotion 
and extensive charity." 

March 16. — ^In course of the Gfeneral Election now 
in progress, there was a keen struffffle between 
the Fife and Seafield interests in cSsin. Two 
of the Councillors in Colonel Grant^ interest 
were picked up and carried off to the coast of 
Sutherland. A day or two afterwards a force 
of tenantry from the Grant estates in Strath- 
apey assembled and mardied to Grant Lodge 
at Elgin. A short account of this, the bwt 
Hiffhland Raid on record, is given in this issue. 
Full particulars a{>peared in our columns some 
years ago, written by the late Bailie Stuart. 
The pi^er was republished in the 21st Volume 
of the Transactions of the Gaelic Society. 

Ibid. — "We state with deep regret the death of 
Sir Alexander Mackenzie of Avoch, who on 
Saturday last suddenly expired at MuUineam, 
on his way to the North to attend the Ross- 
shire election.'' Sir Alexander was sixty-five 
years of age, having been bom in 1765. He 
discovered and explored the Mackenzie River in 
the North- West of America, and was the first 
white man to cross the Rocky Moimtains and 
reach the Pacific Coast. 

Ibid.~"IHed, at the Manae of Tain, on the 3rd 
curt., Mrs Margaret Brodie, widow of the late 
Rev. CSiarleB Ouder, minister of Urquhart." A 
long paragraph speaks very highly of this lady's 
character and accomplishments.— -"At Sharrow 
Head, near Sheffield, on the 7th' inst., Major- 
General Patrick Mackenne, colonel of the 3rd 
Royal Veteran Battalion, after 42 years' active 
employment in the service of his country." 

Ibid.— It is stated that Colonel Baillie of Leys 
had been returned as one of the representatives 
of the burgh of Hedon. 
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March 23. — ^An important rocetine at Dornoch 
complained of an Act paned for the encourage- 
ment and improvement of the Irish fiaheriee. 
This Act granted hieher bounties to the Iriflh 
fish^coren, and priyiTeges not eojoyed by their 
Britiah oompetiton ; uid as a coniequence the 
latter could not compete in the market with 
the Irish fish-cnrer. It was stated at the 
meeting that "in seyeral parts of the North of 
ScotLaody and particularly in the county of 
Sutherland, the prosecution of the herring and 
white fisheries is of recent dote" ; that in Suther- 

^ land the industry had hem fostered by the 
patronage of the Marquis of Stafford, and gaye 
employment to a numerous population. 

Ibid — ^Mr Thomas Mackenzie, yr. of Applecross, 
was re-elected member for Ross-shire without 
opposition. His election was proposed by Mr 
Macleod of Gadboll, and seoonded by Sir Hector 
Mackenzie of Gkurloch. 

Ibid. — ^Rey. Alexr. Macbean, minister of Kin- 
cardine, writes on the subject of the Gulrain 
riots. He strongly disapproyes of the remoyal 
of the tenantry, but announces that tSiey had 
accepted the writs served on them by the Sheriff 
Officer. 

Ibid. — ^The contest at Elgin, with kidnapping of 
voters and incursion from Strathspey, re^dls 
the following anecdote: — ^''Seventy years since 
the proprietor of Kinsteary was opposed to the 
Laird of Qraat a« a candidate for representing 
the county of Inverness. The men of Strath- 
spey, indifl^nant that any Lowlander should pre- 
sume to compete with their Chief, came in 
dietached parties to the neig^hbourhood of Invert 
ness, pretendmg to have lost a sreat number of 
oattle. Tan chosen scouts watched every move- 
ment of their destined prey, and, seizing a 
favourable moment, one threw a plaid over 
Kinsteacys head and the others hoodwinked his 
companions in the same manner. The candi- 
date for the county was detained among the hills 
until the Laird of Grant was return^ for the 
county, and several years passed before that 
Ohief was informed wnat inaividuals made the 
bold effort to insure his election." 

March 30.-On the 23rd, Mr Macpherson-Orant 
of Ballindalloch was elected M.P. for the county 
of Sutherland. On the same day Colonel Fran- 
da William Grant of Grant was elected mem- 
ber for the couni^ of Moray. 

April 6 and 13.— The Right Hon. Charles Grant 
was unanimously re-electe<f member of Partia- 
ment for the county <^ Inverness. The nominsr 
tion WBS made b^ Glengarry and seconded by 
Gfenmoriston. Mr Grut delivered a speeoh, 
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which is reported at oonalderable length, and 
in the evening entertained a ku-ge party to 
dinner in the NcHrthem Meeting Koonis. A 
few evenings thereafter he gav« a flfupper uA 
ball to the young people. — ^Mr Qeorge Cum- 
ming, London, wm re-elected member for the 
InvemesB District of Burahs, the election 
taking place at Forree. — ^fte Hon. Qeorge 
Pryce Campbell, captain, R.N., second son of 
Lora Cawdor, wJBS elected member for the 
county of Naim.— Sir Hugh Innes of Lochalsh 
was re-dected for the Northern Burghs. — ^Ifr 
Ardiibald Fwquharson of Finzean was elected 
for the Elgin District of Burghs by the casting 
vote of the deleflmte for Cufien, the presiding 
burgh, (General Duff being the defeated candi- 
date. In this case no conmiissioned delegate 
appeared for Elgin, but competing minutes of 
Council were read in favour of two nominees, 
each appointed to vote for the rival candidate ; 
but bot£ votes were rejected.— The Earl of Fife 
was re-elected member for Banffshire. 

Aj^ril 13. — ^This issue giv«s an account of proceed- 
ings in Glasgow azmS Paisley in connection with 
a funeral strike of workmen end a threatened 
rising. Disturbances also occurred at Greenock. 

lUd. — An epidemic of influenn ii reported in In- 
verness, tne illness beine attended by headache, 
sore throat and other disagreeable symptoms. 

May 4. — ^This issue contains a report of tne trial 
ci Thistlewood and his ccunpanions. Five were 
sentenced to death. 

Ibid. — A vacancy in the situation of Latin teacher 
in the Inverness Academy was filled by the ap- 
pointment of Mr OBrmichael from the School 
of Qrieff. "The filling up of this vacancv,** 
says the report, "is known to have excited a 
very deep interest in this part of the country. 
We formerlv mentioned that the contest had 
added £100(3 to the funds and 20 names to the 
list of directors ; but before the day was done 
the money and the names were more than 
doubled." This is an indication of the strife 
of local parties in those days in the burgh. 

Misy 11. — ^Tlie Treasurar of the Inverness Auxili- 
ary of the Bible Society reported receipt of 
ilumfl from town and county amounting to 
£248 7s. 

Ibtd.— 'Died, at Gerguston of Redcasde, on the 
28th ult, Aieixander Macfarquhar, alias Roy 
(one of tt&e oldest men in this part of the coun- 
try) at the advanced a^ of ICJo years ; he was 
one of those whose attachment to the unfortu- 
nate and Royal Family of Stewart led him in 
1746 to support their cause at the battle of 
Cnlloden." 
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May 18.— At Milnfield. on the 7th curt., Ifr Alex- 
ander Haodonell, i^ for 37 yean practiaed aa 
a writer in Inyemesa. 

May 25.— The death ia reoorded on the 12th inat., 
in the 70th year of hia age, of the Rev. laaao 
Ketchen, for upwards of 40 veara miniater of 
the Seceasion Congregation at Nairn. "No 
miniater conld he better entitled to the charac- 
ter <rf father and friend of hia people, or more 
helored by them and reapected Vy all daaaes of 
the ctHnmonity in the town and neighbour- 
hood. The drdunatanoea of hia death were re- 
markably soleom and impreaaire. He had 
preached on Sabbatii with sreat animation and 
e£Fect, on Matthew, 26th (sapter, 13th verie: 
'Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour wnen the Son of Man cometh'— 
roae in hia uaual health on Friday morning — 
had oome from hia closet (after praying for the 
kat time 'to hia Father who aeeta in secret) to 
the breakfaat room, where the family were as- 
sembled for social worship, and had the Psalm- 
book in hand to begin, wnen he leaned his head 
on the table, and without a j^roan breathed his 
spirit into the hands of his Father and his 
God." 

June 15. — ^Tbe return of the Queen to England is 
chronicled, and the excitement which her oUima 
created. The aympath'v of the peo^ was in 
her favour. 

Ibid. — ^The annual meetins of the Northern Mia^ 
sionary Sodety waa held on the 14th at Inver- 
ness. OoUectiona were intimated amounting to 
£93 19s6d. 

June 22. — ^The annual Sheep and Wool Market 
began on) the 20th. little buainesa waa done 
in sheep, but wool sold at prices rather higher 
than were expected. Common wool per dcrable 
stone from 18b to 20a ; Cheviot wool per sinsle 
stone from 20a to 22s ; Cheviot sheep from SOu 
to 26e; blackfaoed sheep frt>m 20s to 23s; 
Cheviot lamba from lOs to lis; bkckfaced 
lamba from 7s to 8s 6d ; croke ewea from 16a 
to 178; wedder hoggii from 15s to 16a. At 
Fort-WilUam Market the previous week no 
boaineas waa directlv done in wool, the highest 
price offered being loa ; but some sales were con- 
ditionally made, the prioea to be determined by 
the Inverness Market 

IbkL— The Rev. Mr Martin, of the Chapel of 
Ease, Inverness, waa presented to the Churdi 
of Abemethy, vacant by the death of Mr Grant. 

Ibid.— A ateamboat, owned by Mr Bell, arrived in 
the Cbnal Baam, to ply on Loch-Ness. It ia 
intended that the steamboat shall go to Fort- 
Augostus ever^ morning and pstom to Invar- 
neaa at nijglhit''^ 
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June 24.--*'Tlie rtwunbott Iim now performed mx 
■aoooMf 111 TovAget on Loch-Neie and the Oele- 
donian Oiuial, going off in the moniing, uA 
returning ftom Fort^uguetui ever^r night. 
Nothing more forcibly ahow* the n^id improTfr- 
ment of thie country, and the enterpriaing com- 
mercial spirit apread abniad among the people 
than the facility afforded to traveUera. TUree 
daily ooachea, and one coach on alternate days, 
now set out fn>m and airiTe at Inyemeaa, 
whidi very few years back no puUio vehicle ap- 
proachedl; and which within the menooiy of 
UYing men aeemed as nnepproachable aa Star- 
noway or Lerwick. Hie former, by the way, ia 
now to be brought home, for we understand that 
a steamboat is to be established at Stomoway." 
In the asme iaene there is an advertisement of 
throufl^ communication between Invemesa and 
Fort- William. It waa announced that a steam- 
boat would ply regukrly three times a-week 
between Inremeaa and Fort-Augustus ; and that 
every Saturday a two-horse convevance (or if 
business would admit one with four horses) 
and a lig^t wag gon would run from Fort-Augua- 
tua to Fort- William, returning the following 
Monday. This waa to connect with the steamer 
Oomet plying between Fort-William and Glas- 
gow. The enterwiaing person who started the 
conveyance was Jfflr William Geddes. vintner, 
Inverneas. He also proposed to establish at an 
early date a conveyance from Invermoriston to 
Kyle Rhea, on t^ Sound of Skye. The fare 
from Inverness to Fort-Augustus wa^ — Ckbin, 
Ss ; steerage, 3s 6d ; and! from Invernett to 
Fort-William, 12s. "Iliua it will be in the 
power of the tourist to ko in handsome style 
from Inverness to Edinburgh, including boat 
and coach hires, for the smaU sum of m« and 
steerage passengers may go the same distance 
for the very moderate fare of 32s.'* As regards 
the Locfa-Kess steamer, it was stated that it 
was "elegantly and oommodicosly fitted up,** 
that refreshments of every description, of the 
best <fuality, woidd be sold on board on reason- 
able terms ; and that books and music would be 
provkSed. The veesel sailed from Muirtown 
Locks every Tneaday, Thursday, and Saturday, 
and made the return journey from Fort>AnguiB- 
tus every Monday. Wedneedav, and Fridav. 

Julv 6. — ^Died, at Inverneas, on Sunday, 25th June 
last, aged 60. Mr Donald Maopherson, many 
years one of the Megiatratea of Inverness. 

July 13. — ^This issue contains an account of the 
proceedings of the House of Lords, when the 
report of the Secret Oommittee on Hie Queen's 
ease wma siibnitted, and Lord Liverpool brought 
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m a bill for the diMolntion of the Royal mar- 
liase and depriTing the Queen of her rights 
aod gnvilegee. 

2bid.--^6 &cred Music Institution formed at 
Inverness advertises classes to be conducted h^ 
Mr Huntly. A long letter a|)peare from Mr 
George Thomson, the correspondent of Bums, 
on the improvement of psalmody. 

July 27.~A cattle market was held for the first 
time at Bridge-End of Alness, on the 19th curt. 
— ^The Invergordon Horticultural Society held 
its firet meeting for the dietribntion of premi- 
ums "a/t the vmage of Invergordon Ness" on 
the 15th. 

August 3.— On Monday, 31st July, the Rev. 
Hector Bethune, minister of Alness, waa in- 
ducted into the church and living of Dingwall, 
vacant by the translation of the Rev. Dr A. 
Btewart to the Canongate Church of Edinburgh. 

August 10.— The hotels and lodgingJiouses in In- 
verness are reported as very crowded. This 
was partly due to the facilities aff(«ded by the 
steamer recently placed on Loch-Ness, with its 
through connection via Fort-William. It was 
announced that the steamer w«0 to go down the 
Moray FirUi the following we^, '*for the pur- 
pose of exhibiting her UMfulness and stirring 
up gentlemen of public spirit to establish a 
boat on the Firth tor conveying goods and pas- 
sengers." On several occasions the vessel nad 
been unable to carry aU the goods sent to Muir- 
town Wharf. 

Ibid.— "The Airs and Melodies Peculiar to the 
Highlands of Scotland and the Isles, vocally ar- 
ranged with symphonies and accompaniments 
for the pianoforte, &c., Vol. I." is announced 
by the editor, Captain Fraser, as about to be 
published hj snbsmption. Captain Fraser had 
before this issued a volume of Highland melo- 
dies, whidi met with much euccess in his 
native country. He had, however, sent a 
large oonsismment abroad, which had resulted 
in serious loss, owing, apparently, to the com- 
petition of a pirated eidition published in 
Amenca. 

A^ugust 17.— A meeting waa held and a Committee 
appointed for the establishment of a subscrip- 
tion library in Inverness. 

August 24.— It is stated that markets had re- 
cently been established at Muir of Ord, and 
promised well. The number of cattle exposed 
for sale were computed to be from three to 
four thousand head. 

Ibid.^*'Arrived at Bonnet's Hotel, John Olad- 
tone, Esq., of Liverpool, M.P., and family." 

August 31.— A large part of this issue is devoted 
to speeches and evidence at the Queen's trial. 

24 
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— ^The Rev. Legh Riclunoiid, of Tnrvey, in 
BedfordBhire, visited Inverness to commend a 
movement for promoting Ghristianitj among 
the Jews. 

September 7. — ^The Northern Missionary Society 
held its anniversary meeting at Tain on the 
30th ult. Subscriptions and donations were 
announced to the amount of £122 19s 6d. 

Ibid.— "Married, on the 23rd August, at La CoL 
umbriere, Jersey, by the Dean of the Island, 
Major William Mackay, 68th light Infantry, 
CO Margaret, only child of Captain Robert Mao- 
kay of ne^efield, Inverness."— "At Hartfield 
• House, on Tuesday, 22nd August, James Mao- 
donald, Eb(^. of BaLranald ana younger of Lyn- 
dale, to Miss Jane Mackenzie, third daughter 
of the deceased Captain Mackenzie of Hartfield. 
The event was celebrated in the true old style 
of nignland hospitality, there being upwaids 
of 30 ladies and gentfemen present^ wno did 
not separate till the end of the week, but trip- 
ping it on the light fantastic toe to the enliven- 
ing sounds of Mr McHrison^s excellent band, 
and sharing in the liberal hospitalities of Hart- 
field and Applecross House, the residence of 
the worthy member for Ross-shire." 

September 14. — ^The whole of the evidence for 
the prosecution of the Queen was now ended, 
and the House of Lords adjourned to the 3rd 
of October. 

Ibid. — ^Three civil cases were tried at Inverness 
before Lord Gillies and a jury. The first had 
reference to a weir on the River Ness, the 
second to a commonty claim from Sutherland, 
and the third was an action by the Rev. Dr 
Rose, Lochbroom. The special interest affect- 
ing these cases arose from the presence of Mr 
Jeffrey and Mr Cockbum as counsel. The 
Court wsfl crowdted almost to suffocation during 
the three days, and^ the eloquence and ingenuity 
of the advocates created a great impressicm. 

September 21. — ^There was some commotion in 
prospect of the annual election of the Town 
Council of Elgin. Eight of the members issued 
a circular, in which they declared that their 
intentions are "to vote into the Town Council 
Buch gentlemen onlv as are fully qualified agree- 
ably to the set of tne burgh," and that "neither 
threats nor any consideration whatever^* would 
deter them from exercising their just rights "in 
ordler to restore to the burgesses of Elgin their 
lawful franchise, and therebv to put an end to 
a yoke of the most degraciing and arbitrary 
nature.'* The subscribers of the circular call 
upon the Sheriffs of the county, the Magistrates, 
and every good dtiaen, to give them that nro- 
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teodon wlddi as loyal tubjecta they vera en- 
titled to daim. In the eaine ime there is a 
report on the Royal Burghs of Scotland by a 
Select Committee of the Houjw of Commons. 
Among other matters, this report calls atten. 
iaon to an extraordinary set <^ facts disclosed 
by Colonel Francis Willkun Grant, M.P. 'It 
appears that Colonel Grant was Provost of the 
bnrgh of Elm during the yean 1816, 1817, and 
1818; also ProTOflt of Forres during two of 
those same years, 1816 and 1817 ; and also in 
the Council of the burgh of Nairn from the 
^ear 1812 to the present time inclusiye. It 
IS required by the sets of three out of the four 
burgbs, of which Colonel Grant was in Council 
at uie same time, that the members of Council 
should be morchante or traffickers within the 
reapectiye burghsi It must be superfluous to 
the Committee to observe that theae four burghs 
are so far ddstant from each other as to render 
the obserranoe of this provision of the sets of 
three of them wholly incompatible with the 
facts detailed in Uie evidence.*' The Commit- 
tee, however, add that the irregularity was due 
rather to the defects of the system than to the 
individual. 

Septemb^ 28.— A oorre^wndent writes: — ^"A 
complete revolution ha« been effected in the 
burgh management of Elgin bM the present elec- 
tion. The contending forties approached the 
goal neck and neck, but the F — interest 
finally predominated. We now stand— Alezr. 
Ihnes, Esq., Provost; Messrs John Forsyth, 
Peter NiciM^aon, David Cormie, and Williazn 
Dunbar, Bailies; Lewis Anderson, Deaa of 
Guild ; Robert Dick. IVeasurer. Last night the 
town of Elgin was brilliantly illuminate, and 
numbers of the inhabitants paraded the streets 
with torch-lights to celebrate the present elec- 
tion of Ifainstrates uid Town Council.** Has 
was probably a reaction against the Strathspey 
Raid. 

September 28. — ^This issue contains extract* from 
Mr Loch's work on the Improvements in Suther- 
land. 

October 6. — Sir William Gordon-Onmminfr of 
Altyre elected Provost of Nairn. — Mr Macpher- 
sou^Grant of BallindalloGh, ML P., elected Pro- 
vost of Wick. This compliment was naid to Mr 
Macpherson-Grant on the motion of Sir Jc^n 
Sinclair, in recognition of bis services to the 
fisheries. 

Ibid. — A sum of £50 was remitted by Mr Ken. 
nedi Macpherson of Jamaaca, being subscrip- 
tions collected in the Cblonv in aid of the. So- 
cietv for Educating ^e Poor in the High- 
Tands. 
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Ootobor 12.— A Ions r^rt k giTOQ of the {hto- 
ceedingB connected with, the trial of the Queen, 
and ^e aame subject omtinueB to engroM sob- 
seqnent iBsnee. 

Ibid.— "The ladies of Elgin have presented the 
new ProTOBt watb a handsome gold chain, to 
be worn by him and his snoceseors in office so 
lon^ as the MiEtfistrates and Gonndl maintain 
their independenoa."— Oolin Kackensie of 
Kilcoy was elected ProToet of Dinirwall, and 
Roderick Macforqnhar Provost of Fortrose. 

October 19. — ^The steamboat between Glasjrow 
and Fortr William had been so snccessfal that 
another boat was to be put on the route, and 
the Toyage performed twice a week. 

Ibid. — ^"»o great is the interest excited by the trial 
of the Queen that a Reading-room has been 
established e4> Brora, where the principal Lon- 
don papers are taken in.*' 

October 25.— The Northern If eetin^r was held the 
previous week. Hie Marquis of Huntlv (de- 
scribed as ''the life and soul of every society^) 
was absent, but otherwise there was a satisfac- 
torv attendance. The chair was filled succes- 
sively by Ifr Ifiadeod of Oadboll, Sir James 
Dunbar, and Sir William Gordon-Cumming. 
Neighbouring proprietors sent presents of 
game. 

Ilttd. — ^The piemiiums given bv the Board of Agri- 
culture for the best cultivated farm in the 
county of Iforav had been adjudgedl in the 
previous May to Mrs Geddes of Orbliston. The 
lady was permitted to make her own choice of 
pkte, and now received two handsome cuns, 
a tea-^ot. milk-ewer, and sugar bowl, with a 
snitaUe inscription. The improvements were 
planned by her deceased husband "at a period 
when the spirit of agricultural exertion in 
Morayshire was by no means so conspicuous as 
at present '* Thev consisted in the conversion 
of "fifty acres of moorish Ground, on which 
previously not a blade of srass or corn had ever 
grown, into excellent arable land, bv the liberal 
use of lime and a judicious mode of subseauent 
improvement." Mrs Geddes had continued the 
work on obtaining a renewal of the lease. 

Ibid.— The Rieht Hon. William Dundas, MP.. 
was elected Provost of Tain, and the Marquis of 
Stafford Provost of Dornoch. 

November 9.— Mr J. Murray, irho was lecturing 
on chemistry in Inverness, contributes an 
article on the constituents of the water of the 
River Ness. He says that Loch-Ness dbew not 
freese because the water is so deep that the 
severest of our winters fails to reduce the 
surface to freezing point, 
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November 16.— The teoond reading of the bill for 
divorcixig the Queen was earned in the Lords 
by a majority of 28. On the third reading, 
howeTer, the maiorit;^ fell to 9^ and Miniateni 
then abandoned the bllL 

NoTember 23. — ^Tbis issae contains a report of 
rejoicinge throu^out the country on the aban- 
donment of the Divorce Bill. At Invemeaa an 
intimation was ciarcolatedi that a number of the 
inhabitants intended to lUuminiate on the even- 
ing of Tuesday, 21st. The Magistrates there- 
upon announced that this intimation was wholly 
unauthorised by them, and that if any illumin- 
ation took place, steps would be taken to secure 
the public peace. With this view, and to pro- 
tect those who did not illuminate, the Magis- 
trates invited a number of gentlemen to assist 
in keening the peace, and also called out the 
Civil Force and the detachment of Militia sta- 
taiotKd at Inverness. "This force," says the 
report, "assembled on Tuesday evening, but 
happily there was no occasion for their in. 
terzerence, as the people behaved with pro- 
priety and good humour, which do credit to 
the character of the town. At the hour an- 
nounced (6 o'clock) those inteoKfin^ to illumin- 
ate, lighted up; and as the evemng was un- 
oommonlv soft and beaniiful, a very great oob- 
oourse of persons of both seaes tnversed the 
streets to enjoy the novelty of the sceae. The 
illumination was very partial m the principal 
streets of the town, the thick blaoe bang con- 
fined to the west side of the river and the dif- 
ferent suburbs. Fire-works and huzzaing com- 
pleted the circle of the ordinary accompaniments 
oi illumination; and if the people were occa- 
sionally a little loud in their exultation, it all 
passed off very well on a nisht consecrated by 
them to enjoyment. We nave heard of no 
offence bein^ committed ; and have much plea- 
sure in stating that no insult was offered to 
the private feelings of either the Lighters or 
NonXighters." 

December 21. — ^''Sir Hugh Innes, Bart., has made 
arrangements for plying a krge steamboat, cal- 
culate for the conveyance of bulky commodi- 
ties between Eyleakin, in Lochalsh, and Glas- 
gow, once a week, to commence early in spring." 
The next issue states thai a steamboat called uie 
Hi^land Chieftain made the first voyage to 
Kvleakin about a fortnight before. 
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No. XVI. 

The year 1821 opened under the shadow cast 
by the Queen's trial, so recently brought to 
an inglorious close. Loyal addresses were 
voted to the King, but not without opposi- 
tion, and with a marked desire to exercise 
severe criticism on the conduct of the Gbvem- 
ment. Examples of this will be found be- 
low. As the year advanced, the develop- 
ment of steam communication by way of Aber- 
deen created much interest along the northern 
seaboard. 

In the second half of 1821 publio attention 
was directed to the ooronation of the ELing, 
the refusal to admit the Queen to the cere- 
mony, her Majesty^s subsequent death, and 
the unfortunate incidents which attended her 
funeral procession in London. The visit of 
the King to Ireland was also a subject of in- 
terest and of more hopefulness thaii the dr- 
cumstanoes warranted. 

The first entry in July gives the population 
of the town and ^rish of Inverness, which 
was less than half what it has now reached. 
One of the most curious cases in the history 
of Excise prosecutions will be found in the 
notes for December. 

From the " Inverness Courier." 
182L 

January 4. — ^In this and other issues there are 
loyal addressee to the King from comity meet- 
ings, Town Councils, and Presbyteries. The 
"Conrier^' at the same time mentions tiiat party 
zeal of a political kdnd had long been absent 
from the Highlands, but was now beginning to 
show itself. 

Ibid^'^On Thunsday, the 7th ult., the Highland 
Chieftain steamboat returned firom her trip from 
Glasgow to Kyleakin, in Skye. She com- 
plete her voyage to that place, which is 240 
miles from Glasgow, in 35 hours and 50 minutes, 
ajid she completod her voyage home in 40 hoars 
and 16 minutes, notwithstanding having experi- 
enced the violent gales we had at the beginning 
of the month, and bavins to contend with many 
of the very rapid corrents in the narrows along 
the western coast. We und^ersband that the 
proprietors of this boat have resolved to ply 
her between Glasgow and Kyleakin by Crinan. 
Oban, and Tobermory, during the ensuing sum- 
mer." 
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Jancary 11.— A report of the Invemett county 
meeting shows that the terms of the loyal ad- 
dress to the King caused a lively discassion. 
Qlengarry, who was not present, wrote that he 
saw no necessity for addressing his Majes^ at 
present. Mr Qrant of Rothiemnrchus criticised 
with severity the conduct of his Majesty's 
Ministers, and moved an amendment. Mr 
Fraser of Auchnagaim asked Mr Grant who 
gained the battle of Waterloo. "Mr Grant re- 
plied, not his Majesty's Ministers, God knows. 
Had my Lord Liverpool, my Lord Gastlereagh, 
or Mr Yaonttart conmianded that day, the 
battle would not have been gained. And had 
tbe Duke of Wellington possessed no more wis- 
dom, vigour, or consistency than these gentle- 
men, even he would not have obtained the vic- 
ttory." Mr Fraser, yr. of Torbreck, who 
seconded the amendment, said that without 
entering at all into the auestion of the guilt or 
innocence of the Queen, he considered the with- 
drawal of the Bill of Pains and Penalties one 
of the proudest triumphs the people of England 
had ever obtained. The amendment was ulti- 
mately withdrawn, but the following clause 
adopted from it was introduced into the address : 
— ^"We have the utmost satisfaction in beinff 
able to assure your Majesty that in this part (3 
your Majesty's dominions, there exists no spirit 
of disalfection, or irreligion, or of immorality, 
nor have any attempts bee^ made, so far as 
we have been able to learn, either bv the circn- 
ItttioD of Dooks and writings, or otnerwise, to 
shake the loyalty or to corrupt the manners of 
the people." Li several county meetings else- 
where and in Presbyteries opposition was shown 
to the voting of addresses. "Dr Chalmers in 
GUseow and Mr Andrew Thomson in Edin- 
burgh respectively withstood the proposed Ad- 
drenes, and reprobated the interference of the 
clergy in political matters, as the sure means 
of lowering the clerical character, injuring tbe 
cause of religion, and lessening the inJQuence of 
its teachers over the minds of the people." Mr 
Macleod, yr. of GadboU, diesented from some 
parts of tne Aadress adopted by tiie county of 
Boss. 

Ibid.— The (Erectors of the Sacred Music Institu- 
tion announced that Mr Hunter had been en- 
ga^ and had commenced teaching as successor 
to Mr Huntly. 

January 18 and 25.— Reports of meetinn, from 
many parts of England uid Scotland, show the 
excitement that prevailed. Loyal addresses 
W£re voted to the King, but the conduct of 
Ministers was frequently censured. 
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Febnarj 1. — ^Ptaliam«nt mm opened on tfie 23rd 
imL bjthoKiiig in fMnon, and the speech from 
the nirone reoommeoded the Gommom to pro- 
vide an income for the Queen. This c(Mioe«doa 
tended to allaj the pnbUc tempo*. The amount 
rabeeqnently yoted was £60,000 a-^ear. 

Febroary 8. — ^There ii a report of a dmner of the 
Oeluc Sodetf in Edinbnnh (the third general 
meeting), at which Sir Walter Scott presided, 
supported by Glengarrv and Itfadeod of lAu:- 
leoa. About 70 gentlemen were present, at- 
tired in the Hip^faluid <&ress. The principal ob- 
ject of the Qoaetf was to promote the general 
use of the Highland garb in the Highlands. 
Sir Walter, in replying to the toast c^ his own 
health, said that it had been his good fortune 
in earlT life to be muob in the Hi^ilands. "He 
remembered with delight how he used to cling 
round the knees of some aged Highlander, and 
listen half astonished, half afraid, to the tales 
and traditioDS of that romantic country. It 
was then and there that he had imbibed tiiat 
love for wild scenenr and legendary lore which 
had since procured him what reputation he en- 
joyed. He knew that his friend. Sir John lihl- 
oolm. when on his embassy to Persia, had gained 
much reputation by narrating to tiie Eastern 
Oourt, in their own lanffuage, the Arabian tales. 
He, in like manner, had only giren back to his 
ooimtry the tales which they had formeriy 
known and loTed." 

February 16. — ^"A reading-room was opened at 
Cromarty on Tuesday week, which is to take 
in three London daify papers, two Edinburgh 
papers, and the two Inverness papers. This 
establishment must be found peculiarly useful 
to the stirring town of Cromarty.** 

Ibid.— It is reported that the Badenoch Auxiliary 
of the Bible Sodel^ had collected £68 Os 2id. 
Rev. ICr Macdonald, minister of Alvie, writes : 
— ^"Considering the almost total failure of the 
potato crop, on whidi the poorer dass depend as 
their principal food for three-fourt2is of the 
year ; the great fall in the price oi cattle and 
sheep, the staple commodity of the country, 
during the whole of the last season, and more 
partinilarlv towatdh the oondusion of it, to- 
gether wita the general poverty of the coun- 
try, the above amount collected in these cir- 
cumstances is ai dear proof that the Bible is not 
undervalued among the Hi^ilanders of this dis- 
trict." 

February 22.— *«The Sodety for educating the 
poor m the Highlands have, upon certain con- 
ditions, come definitdy to the resolution of 
erecting a building in Inverness as a Central 
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and Model School, and ihej have fixed on a pkm 
which will a£Foid accommodation for 300 
scholars, who are to be educated on the new or 
Lancastrian system. Hie meeting at which 
thia resolntiob was adopted waa hM here on 
Tneaday, in the Town Hall, and waa numeroiuilj 
a4>tended, Oolin Ifackeiurie, Esq. of Kilcoy. 
being in the chair." The directors only agreed 
to the ereetioii of a wchooi on such a large soJe 
on condition of the inhabitants of the town 
becoming bound for a portion of the expense. 
To thia a number of tbs inhabitants easented, 
and an agreement was entered into bj whidi 
the Sociehr was secured in the interest of the 
money to oe expended on the buikting, and the 
feu-duty of the ground on whidi it was to be 
erected. The new school was to be erected 
on the west side of the river, immediately op- 
posite the Enfflish [High] Ghurdi. It was cir- 
culated that the ttiree s<£ools, Acad«ny, Rain- 
lug's, and Gmtral, would provide aooommodv 
Uoo for 900 boys and girls, covering the whole 
sdiool population of the town. 

Ibid.— Indications are noted of returning pros- 
perity in the manulacturinff districts, sm 'Wen 
in this remote quarter." With reference to t^s 
district, "it is remarked both by commercial 
travellers and those connected wita agriculture, 
that they reooUect of no season in whidi the 
payment of accounts has been more prompt or 
fresh orders more liberally given.'* 

Ibid. — ^In a souffle near Muton of Kilravook be- 
tween three Excisemen and two smugglers, a 
father and son, the father received injuries from 
which he died. The smugglers had refused to 
surrender the illicit spirits which they were 
conveying in a oart. 

Ibid.— A list of premiams is published, adjudged 
by the Hi^uid Society of Scotland to com- 
petitors in Highland districtli. "Our Nortiiem 
readers will feel gratified by observing that the 
premiums for improving sheep pasture by 
making sheep drains an making their way to- 
wards us. We learn that in the coun^ of 
Sutherland there are some farms, on eaoi of 
which, within the last five or six years, up- 
wards of 60 miles of sheep drains have been exe- 
cuted." 

March 1.— On the previous Monday, dficers of 
Exciae secured thiree horses laden with nearlv 
six ankers of smuggled whisky, on the north 
side of Eessock Ferry, on their way to Ihver- 



Maroh 8.— A controversy arose in connection with 
the Inverness Athan«um. It waa allefped that 
of five London daily papers received into the 

25 
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room, four h»d for some time been Oppoeitioii 
pa^^ers, and tliat of eight taken in during the 
Queen's trial^ seven were Opposition and only 
one Mimstenal. It eeema thftt there were 
aijout 130 subscribers to the institiution, and a 
number of these threatened to resign unless 
both classes of newspapers were fairly repre- 
sented. The annual meeting agreed to take in 
three Ujnisterial and three Opposition papers. 
It appeared to be uncertain, however, whether 
feeling would be aUayedl. As the institution was 
in debt, the subscription was raised from £1 
Is to £1 10s per annum. 

March 15.— A sobool for the instruction of female 
childreoi was opened in Inverness. The classes 
were held in the Old Academy. 

March 22.— "Yesterday the Rev. Mr Scott was 
ordained minister of the bursher oongreeation of 
this place. A number of the neighbouring 
ministers in the same connection attended on 
this occasion, uid the Rev. Mr Andeivon, of 
Boghc^e, and Mr Kennedy, of Keith, preadied 
two very appropriate sermons. We understand 
that a new meeting-house is immediately to be 
erected to acoomnKMlate this congregation and 
their new pastor." 

Ibid. — "A smuggling lugger discharged part of a 
car^ of sin, brandy, tea, tobaoco, &c., at a 
fishmg viUage near iUturUe Point, below Cul- 
loden, on Thursday, the 1st inst. Of the whole 
cargo, only seven matts of coarse tobacco, con- 
taining about a cwt. each, two boxes of tea, 
and a small quantity of snuff were seized. In- 
formation was given to the Acting Supervisor 
in Inverness, not until eight days aner the land- 
ing, and after his proofing to the place of 
concealment he found that the whole smuggled 
goods had been removed.'' Several seizures of 
3ie smuggled articles were afterwards nwde, 
amounting in value to about £1000. The 
smuffgling lugger succeeded in landing goods 
at otber places on the coast. 

March 22. — ^This issue publishes a correspondence 
between Glengarry and CSanranald arising out 
of the q^uestion of the Chiefship. 

Ibid. — ''Died, on the 20tb inst, Alexander Fraser, 
Esq. of Torbre(^, in the 77th year of his age, 
deeplv and justly regretted." 

April 12. — A nalf-witt^ man, named Ghinn, from 
Oithness, confined on a charge of sheep-steal- 
ing, effected his escape with consideraole in- 
genuity from tiie prison of Inverness. He got 
out about two in the mominff. "But in proof 
of his real insanity, instead of profiting by hav- 
inff by many hours the start of his pursuers, 
he Imodced up the people of an adjoining public- 
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hofoa^t boftited of wlukt be had done, and de- 
manded some iHiiflky. The consequence waa 
that the alarm was immediately given, and by 
ten o'clock he was taken a few miles beyond 
Nairn. He had called at the iail of Nairn to 
visit a friend there on his "way. 

April 12.— Riots occurred at Qmids, in Suther- 
land, in reisistance of sununonsee of removal. A 
military force had to be oailed in to quell the 
disturbance. 

Kay 3.— This issue contaios the report of the 
trial at the Qircuitl Court of seven persons from 
Elgin charj^ed wit& the stealing of a Bailie. 
The unfortunate person was Bailie Francis 
Tavlor, who had been carried away from Elgin 
and conveyed in a boot to Brora, to prevent 
him actingin the Fife interest at Iftie election 
of 1820. The defence alleged that Tavlor was 
a consenting party to his own removal, and as 
the Crown considered the evidence for tiie pro- 
seoution insufficient, they threw up the case, 
consenting to a verdict ox not guilty. 

ICay 10.—Mr Charles Oranti, senior, late M.P. 
for the county, presid^ed at the annual meeting 
oi the Invemees Auxiliarv of the Bible 6o- 
detv. The Society had that year transmitted 
£200 to the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
a much larger sum than had been sent in any 
fonner year. A sum of £1060 in all had now 
been transmitted to the parent institution. 

Ibid.— "When Hr CSiarles Grant, senior, retired 
from the representation of the county, he waa 
requested bv tne freeholder to sit for his pic- 
ture, which was to be hung in the Court-room 
here. The painting was some time affo finished 
by Raebum, and does great credit to nis pencil. 
It was hung up before the meeting of the Court 
at} the late Assises. Hie many obligations 
which this county and the Highlands at large 
owe to the devoted seal with whiqb Mr Grant 
haa, for a laxge portion of his useful life, pro- 
moted every object oonneoted "wiith the pros- 
peritv of the county, was very happily expressed 
by Dr Robertson at the late public dinner in 
honour of his Majesty's birthday. Dr Robert- 
son conduded his observations by saying that 
Inverness-shire did not owe so mudi to all 
the members who had represented the county 
since the Union, aa to the individual efforts of 
the late member.' " The portrait now hangs in 
the Sheriff Court-room in the Castle. 

May 17.— A oonveyuice was established to run 
lletween Jnvemess and Cromarty once in ten 
days, for the convenieooe of passengers goin^ 
bv the London smacks. It is stated that the 
want of such a conveyance had hitherto ''made 
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tlie Bmaoks nearlj nseleM to the people of this 
quarter." The vesselB were said to be com- 
torteble and eveii elegant. 

M^ 24.— "At ReaoliB, on the 14th curt, the Rey. 
Robert Arthur, minister of the united pariah of 
Kinoardine and Cullicuden, in the TBth jear of 
hia age and 47th of his ministr^r. He waa a 
man of respectable talentb and gifts; a warm 
and animated preadier of the Qospel ; like our 
blessed Lwd, he went about doing all Uie good 
in his power to botih the souls and bodies of 
men, haTinf considerable skill in medicine as 
well as theologj." 

ICay 31. — ^"Here, on the 20th inst., after a short 
iflness, the Rey. Alexander Eraser, senior 
minister of this town, in the 70th year of his 
age, and the 43rd of his ministiy. The gentle- 
ness and kindness of his disposition, his un- 
feigned piety, and exemplary conduct, procured 
him the attachment of his friends and the re- 
spect of his flock." The heritors and ICagis- 
Irates made appliication to have the IUt. 
Thomas Fraser, minister of the Third Oharge, 
tranaf erred to the First. Hus they did in re- 
cognition of Hr Thomas Eraser's sealous 
labours in the community, and his attention to 
tihe poor aad sick. He had carried on his work 
for twenty years on a very dendier stipend. 
Rey. Hr Rose, who held the second charge, hi^l 
'Ver^ handsomely wtdyed his claims in fayour 
of hia highly descrying colleague." 

Ibid.-»-This issue announces the beginning of a 
regular oonyeyance by steam yenels between 
Aberdeen and Leith. ''The Touriaf arriyed at 
Aberdeen on Thursday last (24th invt.) betwixt 
eight and nine o'dodc in the eyening, in the 
face of a atrong northerly wind, from Leith, 
after calling at nniet of the intermediate plaoea ; 
and another steam yessel, of like elegant de- 
scrintion will put on the trade in a few 
weelDS. when one wiU sail from each port 
daily.'' The yessel entered Aberdeen Harbour 
in grand style, with a band of jnusic playing. 

June 14. — A man named William Cochrane set 
up bathing machines at Seabank to encourage 
bathinff in the neighbourhood of Inyemess. 

Ibid.— The annual meeting of the Northern Mis- 
sionary Sociefj^ was held at Inyemess. Rey. 
Ifr Smith, dromariy, preached in the Hisfa 
Gburch, and Rey. Hr Haddnlosh, Tain, in the 
Church-yard. A sum of £54 was collected at 
tike dow, and £68 contributed by subscription^ 
making a total of £112. 

Ibid.— A steam yessel called the ''Brilliant" was 
launched at Dumbarton, to complete the con- 
nection wiA Inyemess by way of Aberdeen. 
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She was 106 feet keel length and 125 feet deck, 
and had engines of 80 hone-power. 

Ibid.— "Died, in Great Pnlteney Street, Bath, 
between two and three o'clock in the mominff 
of Friday week, the Right Hon. John Campbell, 
Lord Cawdor, of Castlemartin, Pembrokeshire. 
Hu lordship is succeeded in his title and estates 
by the Hon. J<^ Frederick Campbell, M.P. 
for Carmarthen, who married the eldest daugh- 
ter of the Ifarauis of Bsith." 

June 21.— The Wool Market was held a day or 
two before. The following prices were ob- 
tained : — For Cheviot wool, 18s to 20s per stone 
of 24 lbs. English. Some blackfaced wool sold 
atj 20s per double stone, but the market prices 
may be stated at from 18s to 20s. Good wed- 
ders brought 20s ; the general market price, 
18s to 20s ; Cheviot ewes, 148 to 16s ; black- 
faced ewes 12s; Cheviot lambs, 8s; Uackfaoed, 
6s to 7s. A considerable quantity of wool had 
been disposed of, but the more opulent fanners 
had not accepted the offers of the staplers. All 
the sheep were not disposed ol. 

Ibid.— "Died, at BosehaU, on the 10th inst, Wil- 
liam Munro, gardener at Roseball ever since 
1747. As he was a married man with a large 
family when he first came there, and had been 
employed as a gardener elsewhere for several 
veaMy hJB age at that time could scarcely be 
less than 30 ; and he must therefore have at- 
tained at least the age of 104. Yet in spite of 
this extraordinary longevity, he retained the 
full use of his faculties, and was able to walk 
about tiU within a very short period before his 
death.*' 

June 28. — Four persons who had been convicted 
of Ubieii and sentenced to transportation at the 
Circuit Court, bn^ the jail at Nairn and 
escaped. One of them, a woman, was soon 
recaptured. 

July 6.— "The population of the town and parish 
ci Inverness has just been ascertained, and 
amounts to 12,194. In 1811 it was 11,600, 
giving an increase of only 694. In 1811 st wool- 
ton and a thread manufactorv were in full em- 
ployment in Inverness, botn which are now 
given up. The operations of the Canal were 
also carrying on ip the immediate neighbour- 
hood of tiie town, which are now completed. 
These works caused a great population in 1811, 
and are some of the reasons why the increase is 
so small" 

Ibid. — ^"As an instance of the remarkable drou^ 
this sesMQ, Loch-Lomond has lately fallen fully 
seven feet perpendicularlv from the water 
mark ; and persons ps« and repass between two 
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of th« iilAodi on itappdng mxnm which had 
been placed there. Our own fine riyer ia now 
lower than we ever remember to have seen it." 

Ibid. — ^The iasne oontaina the report of the Com- 
miauonera on Highland Roada and BridM, 
giving a urunmtaj of the work acoompliuied 
■ince thear appointment in 1803. They had 
expended to the 3lBt of December 1820 the cum 
of £470,548. Parliamentary grants amounted, 
with intereaty to £252,390» imd contribntiona 
by Highland proprietors, with interest, to 
£212,8S0, a snm of over £6000 still remaining 
tb be pzoTided. The Oxunissioners note wit£ 
latiifaction that they had abcolutely avoided a 
single instance of litiffation in all their multi- 
{iidd transactions, tnou^ the oontracts to 
which they had been parties were no leaa than 
120 in number. They stated with reppret, how- 
ever, thait contractors and their cautioners had 
suffered to a large amount under the strictness 
of the specifications. "Various memorials hanre 
been suooessively transmittlMi from Scotland 
praying some compensation for losses incuiredi ; 
and tlM Oouumssionera now find with deep re- 
gret that the very extent of the evil precludes 
them from givins any hope of relief, the un- 
avoidable losses of sureties, contractors and the 
creditors of these oootractora, being estimated 
at £34,000 ; their actual loss having been pro- 
bably twice that sum." The roada consisted of 
874 mike, 1621 yards, executed by means of 
Parliamentary grants and contriHutions firom 
Highland proprietors; 283 miles of military 
ro«^s, and 24 miles of roads in Ross and Cro- 
marty, executed solely by county funds, but 
all of which were repairable under an Act of 
1819, the total extending to 1182 miles 1621 
yardls. The total numl^ of bridgea erected 
was 1117. 

July 12.— The announcement is made of the death 
of Napoleon Buonaparte (he ia not* called 
Emperor) in the Island of St Helena on the 
6th of May. A short article points the moral 
of Ids extaraoidinary career and final destiny. 
Hie writer aatutely remarks that "by the death 
of Napoleon, this country will save considerably 
in money, and lose what, in spite of the thrifly 
fit that is upon us juat now, we really value 
more—CJonUinental infiuence." 

Ibid.-^Preparations were in xaromm for the 
CSoronatian of George IV. Tlie Queen claimed 
as a ri^ht the honour of being crowned. This 
was ultimately refused. 

Ibid. — An advertisement announces that hoO and 
oold bathe were about to be opened in Nairn. 

July 19. — ^A correspondent writes-— "Notwith- 
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■taading tlie n{»id progrets of knowledl^ and 
civilkatton in this oonntry, the whole ri^ and 
impolitic order of ecc&eiiastical oensore is atill 
obeerved in some Highland diatricta. Not 
many weeka a^ a clergyman in one of the 
Northern Gountiea oauaed a yoong woman itand 
and undergo censure tor three sucoeasiYe Sun- 
days in presence of the congregation, although 
she had been married at least seven months m- 
foro she became a mother. This is an exces- 
sively rigorous, if not an nnwairantable, exer- 
cise of t£e clerical functions." 

July 26. — ^Iliis number contains a full account of 
the King's Ooronation in Weatoiinster Abbey 
on the &th inst The Queen was reused aa- 
mission. Dinners to celebrate the Coronation 
were held at Invemefls and other towns. At 
the end of the month the King left on a visit to 
Ireland. 

Auffust g.-^'Trom August 1819 to March 1821 
the Bntherlandshire Association paid for the 
destruction of vermin the sum of £320. The 
vermin destroyed dnring thati time consisted of 
112 full-ffrown eagles, 18 young eagles, 211 
foxes, 31? wild cata, martins, and pole cats; 
516 ravens, 281 hawks, 1183 carrion crows and 
magpies, aood 570 rooks and jack<iaws." 

Ibid— A letter from Olengarry explains why a 
lady was needlessly alarmed oy his appearance 
a4i the Coronation. He was dressed in the full 
costume of a Highland CSiief, indudixig a brace 
of pistols. At a particular stage Glenffany 
happened to.carrv one of the pistols in his hand, 
and this alarmed the lady. 

August 16.— Several columns are devoted to the 
death of the Queen, with commenfis from the 
London papers. It is stated that her Majesty's 
death, "so sudden in itself, and closing as it 
does a life pursued by evil fortmne, appears to 
be profoundly felt by the nation.*' Her demise 
was announced in the "Qazette" with the usual 
symbols of mounmu;, and at the honses of the 
principal nobility the window shutters were 
closed. Later, at the funeral procession of the 
Queen through London, there was a disturbance 
and two men were killed hj military fire. Dur- 
ing this time the Kii^ was'in bvland. 

Ibid. — ^The Inverness Uentral School was opened 
on Monday the 13th. About 60 children were 
enrolled. 

Ibid.--Oppo8ition was made to the clergyman 
presented to the living of the parish of Kil- 
tarlily. Some of the parishioners shut up the 
doors and windows of the church to prevent 
him gaining admissioQ. The presentee preached 
in the open air. ^ 
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Angart 23.— Tlie steamer BriUiant readied In- 
▼emeee on the night of the 22nd. A great many 
penoDB flocked to the Canal Basin, where she 
was expected to moor, but to th^ disappoint- 
ment tibe yessel stooped at Kessock. 'The Bril- 
liant started from JNewhaven at 6 o'clock Tnee- 
day morning, reached Peterhead) at 8 in 
the eveninff, and starting again at 6 o'clock 
on Wednes<Uy. reached Inverness aboat 8. The 
time in which the voyage was pmformed (in- 
cluding calls) was exactly 29 hourt." Previous 
to this the Brilliant sailed from the West Coast 
round the Pentland Firth to Aberdeen and 
Leitli. ''This is said to be the first vessel that 
ever got through the Pentbuid Firth and round 
Duncansbay Head, against the full force of a 
stream tide and strong contrarr wind." 

August 30. — ^The new Pariidi Gnurch of Roee- 
markie was opened on the 12th inst. — ^A show 
of sheep, for premiums given by the Highland 
Society, was held at Gk)^>ie on the 23rf 

September 6. — ^Prominence is given to the report 
of a concert, which opens with the remark that 
'the visits of goodi musicians tb this country are 
like those of angels, few and far between.' The 
vocalists were Mr Welsh, Hr Horn, and Miss 
Wilson, whose names may possibly be reoaUed 
by those familiar with ^e smging of the time, 
itiss Wilson was tAie favourite. 

Ilnd. — ^'*Died, on the 23r(l ult, James, youngest 
son of James Grant, Esq. of Busht, a youtn in 
his 18th year, who lost his life wnile bathing in 
the river Lea, near Hertford* College. The un- 
timely fate of this amiable young man has occsr 
sioned universal sorrow among those who knew 
him." 

September 13. — ^Died, at Drumduan, Forres, on 
the 7th inst., James Ifiller, late mathematical 
fa«rt3imien1} maker at 12 Blewitt^s BuiMhig, 
Fetter Lane, London. He was a native of 
Forres, and by trade a blacksmith. Having 
gone to London, he boardtod in the house of a 
sextant-maker, and soon became a akilfnl 
worker, ultimately acquiring distinction by 
Meeting improvements m mathematical instru- 
ments. He had the honour to receive several 
gold and silver medals from the London Society 
oiAfUB. 

September 20. — ^Public rooms were opened at 
Kingussie on the 14th, and pony and foot races 
were held. The ICarquis of Tweeddale was 
judge of the races. A party dined at Pitmain 
Inn, the .uiarquis of Huntly presidhig. A ball, 
held in the new rooms in the eivening, was at- 
tended by 100 ladies and gentlemen. The ICar- 
diioness of Huntly was present. 
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IhicL--€kMkiiig raint and sultry lieat had giMtly 
daiiMtted the cropg in fiogkod, and prioet rose 
coiMiderablj in Iftie com markets. Hatrest 
work in tne North, hcywever, was carried on 
under favourable ocmditimia. The aooountt 
from £ngbuid were exaggerated, and prices 
afterwanlB rather declined. 

September 27.— The Northern Meeting was held 
the preyiotts week» an earlier date than in pre- 
vious years. The change was considered satts- 
faotory, and "the concourse of fashionaUe com- 
pany was unusually great." 

Ibid. — A change was about to take place in the 
mails all over the country, accelerating speed. 
To the south of Abercteen the rate was to be 
nine miles an hour ; from Aberdeen to Inver- 
nesiL eigfht miles an hour ; and from Inverness 
to Ijiurso, seven miles an hour. The times for 
despatch and arrival were also changed. The 
effect wse to save nearlv a day between Wick 
and Edinburgh, and a nill day between Edin- 
burgh and Lmidon. 

October 4. — ^The revenue of 1<he Inverness Com- 
mon Ck>od, derived from Petty Customs, tolls 
at the two bridses, ancftiorage and) shore dues, 
Ac., amounted wis vear tb iS993 ISs, being an 
increase oi £70 on tne previous year. 

Ibidw— At a couBtjjr meeting, Mr Fraser^iytkr 
called attention to the question of a new gaol 
and Gourt-hottse for Inverness. The subject 
had been before the meeting on a previous occa- 
sion, and a remit to the Convener wae con- 
tinued, with instructions to correspond with 
other counties. At the same meetiuf^ attention 
was directed to the espense of keeping up the 
military roadi in the county, and suggestioiis 
were mode for re<lncing the expense. 

October 11. — ^Two columns giving an aoeount of 
v[k adventure on the Alps are contributed to this 
issue, under the initials J.A. (probably John 
Anderscm). Other issues about this time con- 
tain cleverly written papers on the situation 
and appearance of the town c^ Inverness. Hie 
writer menti<ms the floats of timber which were 
conducted down the river by a single raftsman, 
guided by a long pi^e. 

0<^ber 18.— "We are desired by the ministers ef 
Kingussie and Laggan to state that the young 
Uura of CSuny has handsomriy bestowed on the 
poor of these parishes the purse of 11 guineas 
which he won at the ponv race run at Kingusde 
on the 14th ult., exceptmg 2 guineas given to 
the boy who rode the pony." 

October 26.— Mr Mackencie of Newhall presented 
the Rev. I>ona]d Sage, minister of the Gaelic 
Chapel ot Base, in AbmlMn, to the church and 

26 
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united parishes of Kirkmiohael uid Cii]iciidden» 
vacanli Dy the death of the ReT. Robert Arthur. 
—The death ii reoordled in the same issoe of 
Colonel Colin Hackenae, G.B., of the Madras 
Engineers, Sarveyor-Qeneral of India. Colonel 
MaZkftnrift had reoidered eminent services to the 
Company and to science in general, by active 
and indefatigable researches into the history 
and antaqoitJies of India. He was a native of 
the Lews, and! was v«ry liberal to private and 
public charities in the iuand. Colonel Macken- 
zie was 68 yeanr of age, andi spent 40 years 
in the service of the Company. 

November 1. — A correeponaence at this time wa« 
going on about cattle markets and a resolutum 
adopted by drovers not to go beyond Conon- 
Bridge. The drovers complained that further 
north thev were subjected) to many inconveni- 
ences, and that cattle purchased by them were 
s^sdd for trespass if they went ever so little 
off the 'highway. The then owner of Ardhross 
seems to lukve been peculiarlv vigilant in seising 
cattle stlraying from the old drove road from 
Kincardine to Strathrusdale. The drovers like- 
wise complained of the site of the market held 
at Kyle. 

November 22.— "The new Chapel fA the United 
Associate Congregation in this place was opened 
on Sunday last, by ^^ Rev. Mr Starlc, of 
Foires, who preached three discourses in the 
course of the dav to very crowded congrega- 
tions ; when a c<Jlection amounting to £15 15s 
was made to be applied in aid! of &e expense 
of building; the Chapel." 

November 2d. — ^•*0n Saturday night, or rather 
early on Sunday morning, Mr Fraser, supers 
visor of Excise, accompanied by Mr Mackay, 
Collector's derk, discovered at the Abban, be- 
hind Huntly Place, five men and three women, 
conveying several smell casks of smuf^gled 
whisly into the town for sale. On the officers 
attempting to make a sdzure, a scuffle ensued 
between tiiem and the smugglers, when the 
latter got oi! with all their booty, except one 
rnnaU cask, which was secured by the officers 
Both parties were a good deal hurt in the affray, 
and one of the smugglers is so ill that he has 
been sent to the Infiimary." 

December 6. — Here is a renorti of a curious Excise 
case tried at a Justice of Peace Court at In- 
verness. The master of a smack called the 
Janet, had on her voyage from Leith picked up 
a considerable quantity of gin, which had been 
landlbd and concealed on the premises of the 
ahoremastbr. On t^e Excise officers makinflr 
inquiry, the shoreraaster denied all knowledge 
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of tlie gin, but after « search, 18 kegs wen 
discovered under ground in his garden, mth cab- 
bage planted oyer them, and severalpints were 
fomid in a jar in his kitchen. Hie Excise sued 
for heary penalties. The diefenoe was that the 
complaint wbs wrongly laid ; that the gin had 
been found on the high seas and came under the 
denomination of flotsam ; that under the statute 
the finder was obliged within 24 hours after 
landing the kegs to ^ve notice to tlie Excise ; 
thafi in this case the Excise had not waited fmr 
24 hours, but had seised the gin before the ex- 
piry of that period ; and henoe that no penalty 
was due. The Court admitted the soundness of 
this plea, and exonerated the defenders. Notice 
was then given that an action of damages would 
be raised against the officers for having detained 
the smack from the 6th of October till the be- 
ginning of December. 
D^ember 27. — ^Tlie retirement of Mr Charles 
Grant from the office of Chief Secretary for Ire- 
land is announced. There had been duferences 
on the question of the Catholic claims. Mr 
Qrant was succeeded as Chief Secretary by Mr 
Henry Goulbum. 
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Readers who have been following the pro- 
gress of affairs will be interested in seeinir the 
aspect which the question of legal and iuegal 
distillation had assmned in 1822. The Act 
authorising the establishment of small stills 
had f^ed in effect on account of the restriotiTe 
diaracter of the Excise regulations, and 
smuggling was in as full activity as ever. An 
ezi>lanation is likewise furnished of the causes 
wmdh enabled smugglers in those da^s to pro- 
duce better whisky than the legalised dis- 
tilleries. 

In the second half of the Tear 1822, the 
Western Highlands and Islands found them- 
selves confronted with a serious economic 
crisis. The kelp industry had been a source 
of employment to the people, and of profit to 
the island and seaboard proprietors. Sud- 
denly, in 1822, by the virtuaf abolition of the 
salt auties and the reduction of the tax on 
Spanish barilla, the value of the indust^ re- 
ceived a fatal shook. This chapter in fiigih- 
land history is briefly related by Mr Spencer 
Walpole. He points out that in the first 
part of the nineteenth oentury the pooidation 
in the West Hifijlilands rapidly multiplied. 
"Their multiplication was atimulated dt a 
peculiar cause. The sea washed on their 
roreshores at every tide large quantities of 
sea-weed ; and the weed or ke^, when burned, 
produced an ash which contained a sUt>ng 
alkali, and formed a chief ingredient in the 
manuiacture of soap and other commodities. 
The proprietors of the Western Hebrides de- 
rivea a large annual revenue from licensing 
their tenantry as kelp-burners, and the boast 
of one of them is stiU recollected that his 
shores were lined with a silver fringe. Until 
i^ter the accession of Qeorge Iv., the in- 
cineration of kelp formed the chief industry of 
these islands. The price of alkali averalged 
£10, and occasionally exceeded £20 a ton. 
After the war, however, the k^p burners were 
Subjected to comsfetition. Tbe barilla, a 
plant of foreign growth, yields on incineration 
a laJTprer percentage of alkali than kelp. 
Alkah therefore oould be produced more 
economically from the one than ^m the 
other. Protective duties alone maintained 
the industry of the kelp-burners. In 1787 
Parliament imposed a duty of £6 6s a ton on 
barilla ; Vansittart in 1819 raised the duty on 
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alkmli to £11 a ton. In 1822, foroed to make 
conoeadonB, he reduoed the duty on harilla 
from £11 to £8. In 1828, Bobinaon forther 
reduced it to £6. In 1880 Gonlbnm lowered 
it to £2; while in 1844, Peri fixed the duty 
on alkali at SOs, the dutv on bariUa at onlv 
6s a ton. In 1845 the duty was repealed. 
Our notes show what oonstemation was 
created by the alterations of 1822. The 
effect was eroected to be the more serere, as 
the HighlanoB and Islands were at the time 
suffering from the failure of crops and fish- 
ing. 

llie Caledonian Canal was opened from sea 
to sea in October 1822. It had proved a long 
and costly undertaking. The original esti- 
mate of the engineer, Mr Telford, was 
£360,000, but htbour and yalues rose during 
the protracted European war^ and many parts 
of the work proYed more difficult than was 
anticipated. The Canal was seventeen years 
in process of construction, and cost up to the 
time of openin£| over £900,000. Even then 
it was but partially completed. It was not 
until 1843 that the work was finished as it 
stands to<Uty, and the disbursements had 
then reached the sum of £1,300,000. 



From the " Invernen Ocnrier/' 
1822. 

January 3.— What is described as *'a nmnerons 
and highly respectable assemblage of Catholic 
noblemen and gentlemen** presented the Bight 
Hon. Charies Orant with an address on the 
occasion of his ratiring from the office of Chief 
Secretary of Ireland. The address earoresBes un- 
feigned respect and regard for Mr Grant, and 
adi«— ^'Yonr able assertion of cor rights in 
Parliament was the first demand upon onr grati- 
tude^ and we have had repeated proofs, in jom 
official conduct, of tbe conaistency of that pnnci- 
I^e which awakened in our vindication your 
eloquence aind your zeal." 

January 31.— The publication of James Suter^s 
Memorabilia of Inverness began on this dkite, 
and was continued in subsequeob iaraes. 

February 7.— "On Wednesday the 30th ult., the 
Rev. James Mein was ordained pastor of the 
Umted Associate Congregation of Nairn. The 
Rev. Andrew Kennedy, of Keith, preached and 
presided, and the Rev. Thomas Stark, of Fnres, 
delivered the u/raal addresses and conducted the 
solenm services. The Rev. James Orant, mini- 
ster of the parish, with a kind, Christian, and 
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truly liberal spirit, g«ve the nse of his diurch 
on aoooont of its more ample accomxnodatioo. 
The church was crowded to excess, many could 
not gain adknittance, and daring the whole of 
the services the very Uuge assembly exhibited 
the mo0t becoming attention. Afterwards the 
Presbytery, wiUk the Rey. Messrs Grant and 
Barclay, tiie reskbent Magistrates of the burgh, 
the Dean of Guild, the Sheriff-Substitute, and 
about twenty other gentlemeD of the town and 
county, dined together in Richardson*8 Inn; a 
circumstance whidi affords a very pleasing proof 
of the preralence of liberal ana kindly feeling 
in Nairn and its neighbourhood. In the even- 
ing a sermon was preached before the Presby- 
tery by Mr Geo^ Kennedy, student in 
Divinity, afi part of his trials for licence, and 
after various examinationB he was licensed to 
preach the Gospel." 

Ibid. — ^The condition of Ireland was going from 
bad to worse. Numerous crimes of violence are 
reported At the same time the landed interest 
in England and Scotland was suffering severely 
from the pressure of the times. A quotation 
in this issue from an agricultural journal is in 
an exceptionally gloomy tone. 

February 14.— T&e Highland Society of Scotland, 
among other premiums, offers a piece of plsute, 
value fifty guineas, "for the best and approved 
essay on the construction of railroads for the 
conveyance of ordinary commodities." The 
essay was to be accompanied by models or draw- 
ings to illustrate its statements. 

March 21. — "A conspiracy was formed by the 

Srisoners in the common room in the Dingwall 
ail last week, to overpower the keepers of 
the jail, seise the keys, and' set themselves at 
liberty. By the spirited resistance of the 
jailers, however, they failed, and a guard of 
the Militiai staff is now placed over them." 

March 28.— The Rev. Alexander Clark was on 
this day week ordainedl and admitted' to the 
third charge in the parish of ^vemess. The 
Rev. A. Campbell, of Dores, preached and pre- 
sided on the occasion. 

April 4. — There is an account of the famous duel 
near Balmuto, in Fife, between Sir Alexaoder 
Boswell of Auchinleck and Mr Stewart of Dun- 
earn. Sir Alexander was severely woundled, 
and died the following day. 

Ibid. — This issue contains an exceedingly inter- 
esting report by a Committee of the Higfil&nd 
Society on the subject of dlistillation in the 
Highlands. It seems that the Act of 1816 
leralising the establishment of small stills had, 
to Degin with, a wonderful effect. The first year 



FUe of Invemeu Courier. 207 



of the operation of the Act legal distillen in- 
creaied m the Ui^ands from 12 to 30; the 
number of additional nllona distilled was 
99,721, and the wMitionfl dnty paid* £18,195. 
The seoond year a still further increajie took 
place, but subsequent to that there was a 
gradual decrease m the number of distillers 
and a diminution of revenue. The statutory 
regulations were found too vexatious. By 
Act 1., Gteorffe IV., some of these reflplations 
were modified, and a slight revival followed, 
though not eoual to the first movement. Smug- 
gling had not been put down. A numerous ckun 
of the oommunity, ''chiefly of the lower order 
of tenantrv and crofters," had leagued witii a 
number of desperate characters to violate the 
lanr. The Committee, who had circulated a 
schedule of queries on the whole subject, say 
that 'Hiothing can possibly exceed the distressing 
description which is given in the different re- 
ports, of the folsehood, intemperance, and 
brutal ferocity whsch characterise those who 
are engaged in this illicit trade." The Commit- 
tee admit as a point of importance that 
smuggled! whisky w«6 then of better quality 
than the whisky legally distilled. This dis- 
parity was due to the Excise regulations. l%e 
legal distiller was obliged to m^e his wash of 
a specific strength and to pay duty on a specific 
quantity of spirits, whether he was able to 
extract the required amount or not. Owmr to 
the inferiorityof the grain grown in the High- 
lands, '<the 100 gallons of wash do not produce 
the quantity of spirits on which the law cal- 
culates and charges duty. In point of fact, 
the legal distiller in compelled to produce one- 
fourth or one-fifth more than the smuggler — 
the conse<|uence of which is that he is under 
the necessity of using a stronger wash than he 
would do it left to his own discretion." The 
Committee call for the abolition of these and 
other regulations. They entertained little 
doubt that by the simple expedient of enabling 
the legal distiller to compete on nearly equu 
terms with the illicit trader, and by enconraging 
the use of home-grown barley, smuggling would 
soon langnish and decay. 
April 26.— "Hie obsequies of the late Colonel 
Grant of Mov, which were recentiy celebrated 
in Qlen-Urquhert, may be noticed as another 
lingering instance of a genuine Highland funeral. 
Besides the gentlemen who attended from all 
parte of the country, it is calculated that about 
4000 Highlanders were assembled, diieflv from 
Kintail, Strathglass, Glenmoriston, aoa Glen- 
Urquhart Tlui quantity of whisky expended 
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on this oooaaion is Tanonsly estimated. As 
most of our readers are tolerable jodbee of 
Highland capacities when excited by zeal, it is 
data sufficient to mention thttt tfae iniiole of this 
funeral train were, according to their own ideas, 
comfortable. The gentlemen wtio rode off tbe 
scene of action late in the evening give a veir 
IndicroQS account of the appearance of the field. 
The first return of killed, wounded, and miss- 
ing was truly alanning. We are fflad to learn 
from subsequent aocounto tibat only one indi- 
vidual, a native of Abriaoliani, was immolated 
to the manes of the Odonel. The wounded have 
recovered and the missing have been found. 
One ol those last, having slumbered out the 
nigbt of the funeral, and die whole of the sue- 
oeedinjf dav and night, ewoke at a late hour on 
the third day, and foimd himself cradled! under 
the falls of Divach, in a situation to which no 
sober person would have clambered, much less 
have chosen for a place of repose." 

Ibid.— ''On Tuesday W the Synod of Koss, at 
their meeting in Tain, unanimously resolved to 
petition both Houses of Parliament against any 
farther relief being granted! to the Roman 
Catholics. The Synod of Qlasflrow petition has 
been already presented, and many similar peti- 
tions are in agitation." 

Iffav 9. — ^The annual meeting of the Society for 
Educating the Poor in the EQghlands was held 
on the 1st inst. The report bore tSiat thirty- 
five schools had been estaoudied in various re- 
mote districts in the Hij^hlands, and it w«ii 
estimated that daily instruction was imparted 
to 1746 f)oor children. Amonur the donations 
to the Sodety was one of £50 from the free- 
holders of the county of Inverness. 

Mav 16. — ^Donations to the amount of £107 were 
reported to the Invemess-shirv^ Auxiliary of th^ 
Bible Society. Tlie Society during the year re- 
mitted £180 to the Britiflb and Foreign Bible 
Society, and distributed 395 Bibles an^ Testa- 
ments. 

Ifav 30. — General indiomation was expressed in 
1/he town at the cutting down of the fine, old 
trees — ^**the onlv trees in? Invemeiw, indeed" — 
which had for a century formed the appropriate 
ornament of the Ohurch-yard. The reason for 
this destruction no one profensed to know. 

Mav 30. — ^There is a report of the proceediuffs of 
the General Assembly in the Ejltarlity case. A 
PVotestaolt Obmuniflsioner. aotiuff for Mr T. A. 
Fraser nf Lovatr, a CSatholic. had iwned a pre- 
sentation in favour of the Rev. Colin Fraser. 
The Presbytery of Inverness aopointed the pre- 
sentee to preadi in the church, and generally 
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acted «t first on the anmmption that tlie pre- 
seatation waa yalid. Some of the pariahionerft. 
hoveTer, applied and got an interoiot from the 
Lord Ordinary on the gronnd that the patron 
was a Roman Oatholic aind had no right to issue 
« presentation either by himself or through a 
Commiasioner. This staggered the Presbyterjr> 
and tiie majority widwd to delay prooedure till 
the dYil question waa settled. The interdict 
waa afterwards reoaUed <m the ground "that the 
oomplainers had no ciyil right or title to in- 
terfere.** Still the Preebyterjr hesitated, but 
as they had beffun by accepting the presenta- 
tion, the Assembly now instructeid them to pro- 
ceed with the settlement. Though Mr Fnunr 
was ultimately ordained, the case in one form 
or other was before the Ghurdi for two years 
alter this date. 

June 6. — ^The season is said to be the warmest for 
a lonff series oi years. 

June lo. — The NoSrthem Iffissionary Society held 
its twenty-second anniversary on ihe 12th. Gol- 
lectione and subscriptions amounted to £106. 

June 27.— At the Wool Ifarfcet a great deal of 
buoiness was done, but not mudi to the satis- 
faction of dieep-farmers. Prices were stated as 
foQowa :— Cheyiot wool per stone of 24 lbs. 
English, 1& 6^; one or two lots only sold at 
148 6d. Blackfaced aheep wool per double 
stone, 128 6d and 13s. Oheyiot wedders, 12s 6d 
and 13s. Cheyiot ewes, Bs. Blackfaced ewes, 
6e. BhM^aced wedders, lis 6d to 13s 6d. 
Cheyiot and bUw^iaced lamba, 48 6d. 

July 11. — "A number of nartiea from this town 
and neighbom^hood, wito much laudable curi- 
osity, haye taken adyantage of the opportunity 
afforded them by the proprietors of tne Gomet 
steamboat, and haye proceeded to yisit the 
celebrated islands of Staffa and loolmkilL 
^'^y S^8" ""^ horaes, hired and borrowed, 
besides the Lochness steamboat, oonyeyed away 
all those who had little to detam them ; and 
their return is ea^^eriy looked! for, to repeat 
the oft-told tale of the wonders ci these west- 
em knds." 

July 18. — ^A paragraph giyes an aooonnt of the 
trip from Fort-WiUiam to Staffa and lona. 
The ateamer left Fort-William on a Tuesday 
and returned on Thmrsday. Hie passengers 
numbered upwards of fifty. 

Tbid. — Died, in India, on the 31st Januair, in 
the 37th year of his age. Captain Beaucnamp 
Ifackintosh, of the l£idras Artillery, second 
son of the late Colonel William Kackintoah of 
Ifillbank. He was an actiye and inteDigent 
ofllcer, and much respected. 

27 
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Jolv 25. — A meetiiig was held in Lit 
tae 19th inst. to rai«e « fund for the relief of 
the distreieed poor in Ireland. There was at 
this time great suffering in Ireland, and relief 
funds were raised thronghont Eiu^and and 
Sootland. Collections were ma& in the 
churches. 

August 1. — ^Notice is taken of the urogress mads 
by the town of Wick. In 1809 thve were not 
above three houses in Pultenevtown, and in 
1822 there were upwards of 400, inhabited bj 
a thriTing population. Port Dunbar, below 
the old town of Wick, had also been formed, 
with an excellent harbour. 

August 15. — ^The visit of ELing Qeorge IV. to 
£)otland was exciting widespread interest. 
Loval addresses were voted bv the counties 
and chief towns. It is stated in this issos 
that "4k tail of sixtv-five Highlanders have sons 
fr(»n SutherlandBhire to attend' on Lord 
Gk>wer, who will appear in his Majesty's Gburt 
in Edinburgh as rewesentinff the Earl of 
Sutherland.'^ Oth^ diiefs and clans sent de- 
tachments. 

August 22. — An account is given of the airival 
and reception of the King ^n Edinbur^, and 
of a levee and Court held at Holyrood Palace. 
— The same number records the death of the 
Marquis of Londonderry, better known in his- 
tory as Lord Castlereagh. His mind had be- 
come unhinged, and he died by his own hand. 

September 2. — ^l^e auniverBary of the Northern 
Missionary Spoietr was held at Tain on the 
29th ult. CoUeotions and contributions 
amounted to £92 18s 2d. 

September 19. — ^A letter draws attention to a bill 
which was passed at the close of the session, 
reducing the duty on barilla to less thsa one- 
half of what it Kad been for many years. The 
writer pointed out what a disastrous effect thii 
would have on the manufacture of kelp in the 
western islajids, and the misery wmch the 
pec^le would suffer. "A tiiriving popuIsitioD 
must be destroyed to gratify a few individuals, 
and when no remedy will be effectual. Govern- 
ment will feel the consequences that have been 
stated." The counties interested were urged 
to petition against the reduction of the duly, 
which was not to take effect until the follow- 
ing JanuazT. 

Octdber 3.— A full report appears of the prooeed- 
inffs 9l the Michaelmas Head Court, wheO) the 
reduction of the duty on barilla was discnased. 
Mr Charles Grant, M.P., was present^ and 
explained the proceedings of the Government 
and the House in detaU. The yalue of kalp 
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waa in the fizvt inBtaiice affected by the redno- 
tion of the duties on aalt ; and then suddenly ft 
bill wva introduced to reduce the duty on 
barilla, just because the salt duties had been 
auuinisliedy andi this had Uid the basis for the 
further clsun. Mr Grant said he and other 
Scottish members had strongly represented to 
the Government and the House of Commons 
what consequences would follow from the above 
measures to the people of the Highlands and 
Islands. The alteration of the bait Duties, 
however, was in itself a most beneficial 
measure, and in carrying this into effect 
neither Government nor Parliament could be 
induced to consider local interests. The meet- 
ing adopted the following resolution: — ^^'That 
a Committee be appointed to consider the Act 
for Inducing the duty on barilla and for draw- 
ing up a petition to Parliament for its repeal 
or modification, as it is directly cslcolated to 
throw idle a large body of the population of 
the Highlands and Islands of bcotland, who 
must b^me a burden on the country or starve, 
unless the duty on barilla is reduced." 
October 10.— The Northern Meeting was held 
the previous week. The attendance was 
thinner than usual, but the prooeedings 
were carried out with the customary success. 
Following the Meeting is an account of High- 
land games held under the presidency of Glen- 
garry at Dunaincroy. These games do not 
seem to have formed part of the programme 
of the Meetinff, but the mana'gement appar- 
ently assisted uiem with funds. The report is 
oouoned in an entertaining style, making fun 
of Glengarry and of the sports. Glengany, it 
is said, presided in all his' glory, and had the 
field almost wholly to himself, "the other 
judges probablj conceiving themselves ill 
qualified to decide in mattero whidi lay alto- 
ffether between the chief and the gentlemen of 
Eis tsal." The sports included a foot race of 
eight miles, and the report has it that four of 
the runners, who came in first, anived ait the 

rin u>B costume of Adam. Time, 
minutes. Another item was to lift 
a boulder 18 stone weight, and throw 
it over a bar five feet from uie ground. The 
feat was accomplished by "a mere stone 
mason," after having foiled all the other 
"pretty men." The most remarkable feature, 
however, waa the tearing of three cows limb 
from limb after they had been felled and 
stunned by the blow of a sledge-hammer. The 
dissection of the poor cows was far from easy. 
"Svsn the most expert of the operaton took 
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from four to five hours in rugsiiig and riying, 
tooth and nail, before the^r Brought off the 
limbs of one cow. This achievement was paid 
at the rate of five guineas per joint, so that 
we hope this rise in the value of black cattle 
will nuike the Qlengany men some small 
amends for the fall of ewes and wedders at 
Falkirk Tryst, ktely noticed by their ohief." 
The report is written in this sarcastic vein. 
It is evident that no love was lost between the 
Editor and Glengarry. 

October 24. — ^The opening of the Caledonian 
Canal from sea to sea is recorded in this iftsne. 
**At ten o'clock yesterday morning the Loch- 
nees steam yacht, accompanied by two smacks, 
departed from the Locks of Muirtown on the 
first voyage through the Canal, amidst the 
loud and enthusiastic cheering of a great con- 
course of people and the firing of cannofn. The 
morning was peculiarly favourable, although 
rather calm, lliere was scarcely a breath cf 
wind to disperse the smoke, which ascended un- 
broken aiter the ^ing of the guuA. The banks 
of the Canal were crowded with spectators, a 
great number of whom accompanied the party 
from the Muirtown Locks to the Bridge <x 
Bught. The band of the Inverness-shire 
Miutia went on board at Do<^garrooh Lock, 
and immediately plaved Uie national air of 
*Qod save the King.' ' Among the fl»ntlemen on 
board the steamboat were the Right Hon. 
Charles Grant, M.P. ; the Hon. William 
Fraser, Mr Grant of Watemish, Mr Flraser of 
Lovat, Mr fVaeer of Inchcoulter, Mr Mac- 
kenzie €A Kikov, Mr Mackenzie, yr. of Gair- 
loch ; Provost Robertson of Aultnaskiadi ; Mr 
Flraser of Fingask, Mr Fraser of Culduthd, 
Mr Inglis of Kingsmills, Mr Fraser of Tor- 
breck, Bulies Simpson, Cumming. and Smitii ; 
Mr Edwafds, sobcitor; Mr Jonnstone; Mr 
Cameron, yr. of Letterfinlay ; Captain Edward 
Fraser, llr Davidson and Mr Hughes, of the 
Canal. On the way they were joined by 
Redcastle, Foyers, Balnain, Gleomoriston, 
Glengarry, end mao^y oilier propriet<M«. In 
passing Doohfour the steamer fired a salute, 
which was answered by a round <^ fire-anns 
and loud cheering. 

Ibid.— "Died, aA Glenalbert, on the estate of 
Dalgnise. Perthshilre, on Slunday, the 22nd 
ult., in aer 100th year, Mn Margaret Low, 
widow of the late James Steuar^ Esq. of 
TuUoch, near Blair. Her husband was a cap- 
tain in one of the Athnle reeiments, under Lord 
Gteorge Murray, and carried' Uie Royal Stand- 
«fd of Prince Charles Edward at ih^ battle of 
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Cnllodeo in 1746. Of that unfortunate Prinoe. 
Mi« Steuart bad a perfect recollection, ana 
till within a few da(78 of her death s^oke with 
the fondneee of long-cberijriied reminiscence, 
and with the accuracy of a mind and memory 
perfectly entire, of his dress, manner, and ap- 
pearance. It was at Donkeld, on hM way to 
Edinburgh, in September 1745, that she had 
seen the Prince, and presented a i»air of 
brogues to his Royal Highness, of which, to 
her^ momentous occurrence she had a complete 
remembnnce. After the forfeiture of Mr 
Steuart^s estate, he retired to the village of 
Olenalbert, and died there in 1807, at the ad- 
vanced age of 96. His widow continued to 
occupy the same humble cottage, and to live 
in respected retirement on l^e small port of 
their u>rtune, which had been saved, until the 
day of her death." 

November 7. — ^A remittance of £300 was received 
from Mr John Stewart, Bombay, to account of 
subscriptions in support of the Sodetv for edu- 
cating the poor in uie Highlands. Mr Charles 
Qrant, M.P., gave £60 for the same object. 

Ibid. — ^"Agricultural reports for many of the 
Scottish counties have appeared for October. 
They all represent the state of agricultural 
aifairs in as deplorable a light as possible." 

Ibid.— A biograpnical sketch appears of Mr 
Thomas Mackensie of Applecross, M.P. for 
the county of Ross, who had died recently in 
London. Ifr Mackenzie was an accomplished 
man, possessing talents and endowments of a 
high order, but suffered from a delicate consti- 
tution. *'In the course of the few years he had 
been in Parliament, he had acquired a station 
and influence among f^e representatives of 
Scotland, which few at anv period since the 
Union had ever possessed,'^ Mr Mackenrie 
died unmarried, and was succeeded by al sister. 
The date of his death m ^ven incorrectly in 
the late Mr Mackenzie's History of the Caan — 
one of the few errors in that carefully-OMU- 
piled volume. The year is given there as 
1827, whereas, as we see, it was 1822. 

Ibid. — ^The same number contains a biographical 
sketch of the Rev. Dr Thomas Ross, parish 
minister of Kilmooivaig, who died on 15th 
October. He wa« a naUve of Feam, in Ross- 
shire, licensed by the Presbytery of Tain in 
1775, and ordained to Kilmonivaig in 1776. 
Marischal Gollege, Aberdeen, conferred on him 
the degree of D.D. in 1818. Dr Ross was mar- 
ried to a daughter of Fassifeam, a niece of 
Lochiel of the '45, and had a large family of 
sons and daughters. One of his daughters be- 
came the wi& of Patrick Robertson, Lord of 
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Session. Dr Roas went to Lochaber at » time 
when the people, though bold and brave, were 
uncultivated and little disposed to religion. Ab 
u native of Ross-shire, he was at first regarded 
as an intruder. "Soon, however, was every 
prejudice removed, and the wannest affection 
and sincerest respect called forth by the manly 
and judicious conduct of the young minister. 
Though not tall nw particularly athletic, Mr 
Ross possessed personal strength and afilily 
which made him absolutely invincible. Long 
has it been the familiar boiust in Lochaber that 
no man ever saw him laid on hi« back. One 
of his first acts of pastoral duty was to trip 
up the heels of a bully who knew no stand- 
ard of merit but stability of limbs and strength 
of aruL Having obtained the respect and con- 
fidence of his people, he became eminentlv suc- 
cessful in impressing their minds and influenc- 
ing their conduct by the great principles of 
Ghrietian equity and benevolence.'* The 
writer goes on to say that never did dergvman 
unite so much zeal for relision with such un- 
bounded charity towards tnose who differed 
from him. Envy and resentment were utter 
strangers to his spirit. Some striking peculi- 
arities, however, marked his character. "He 
was what in tue Highlands is significantly 
called danniahk Not only was every Ross pre- 
sumed to be meritorious till he was proved 
worthless, but his worthlessness was of a better 
order than the unalleviated demerit of less 
virtuous names. The family, the history, the 
residence of the chief were hallowed beyond 
anything in Greek or Roman story. The 
Gamerons ranked next. The Macdonalds, the 
illustrious Lords of the Isles, had been in early 
history allied with the Earls of Ross, and 
therefore rooeived' the PCLrtial favour of Dr 
Ross, of Kilmonivaig. The Mackenzies were 
worse than heathens, for they robbed or de- 
frauded the name of Roes oi almost all its 
territory. Yet some of the most valued friends 
of the Doctor had the misfortune to bear the 
obnoxious name. He hated only the Glan." 
The date of Dr Ross's birth is not given, but 
it is stated that he lived the full measure of 
fourscore in entire vigour of mind and body. 
November 18. — ^An extract y§ published fnmi a 
report by the Rev. D. Fraser, of KirkhiU, one 
of the secretaries of the Society for the Edu- 
cation of the Poor. The Society was doing 
excellent work. One clergyman mentioned that 
in a certain district of hie parish, out of a 
population of 600, only 8 persons could read 
anything some years ago, and that now 240 
could read the Gaelic wil^ ease, while there 
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wu no funilj without a Bible. "U any- 
thimr," addji toe report, "could be taid to be 
painial, it was the manifeat prool before one's 
eyes of the existence of extreme poverty and 
wretchedness. The immedinte sooroes of it 
were the failure of the crop la«t year, and of 
the herring fishing this season; but it was 
supposed to have a more permanent source in 
the excess of the population over the means 
of subsistence." Since the finishing of the 
roads in the Highlands, there was no stated 
labour, and the fishing was exceedingly pre- 
carious. In one dlistnct, before the potato 
crop ripened, hundieds of people had to sup- 
port themsefyee on shell-fish, collected from 
the rocky shore. Another district was scourged 
by fevw, brought on by poverty and want oi 
food. 'It was mentiooed bv several intelli- 
sent persons of the countsrir toat they believed 
that the state of some tdistricts in Skye and 
the nei^bouring coasts was just as wretched 
as Irduid was represented to be during the 
late scarcity, although the people bore it quietly 
and made shift to exist. Ilie effect of this 
poverty was manifest in the pallid looks and 
tattered garments of the poor children in the 
schools.'' 

Ibid. — The ICagistrates and Oouncil of Inverness 
were served on the 9th inst. with copies of a 
summons of reduction and declarator, at i2ie 
kistance of Jonathan W«40on, weaver; John 
Ifadean, carpenter; and James Ouneron, 
coppenmith, concluding for the reduction and 
annulment of the last election of Magistrates 
and counciUors made under the authority of a 
Privy Council Wairant. The summons bore 
that no new legal or valid election could take 
place except by a poll of the whole burgesses 
of a disfranchised bur^h; end that therefore 
the warrant of the Privy Council was illegal, 
and absolutely null and void. 

December 12.— Lord Cawdor presented the Rev. 
Iffr Campbell, the minister of Dores. to the 
Church and Parish of Cray, vacant by the death 
of the Rev. Mr Calder. 

December 26.— On the 20th inst., Sir James W. 
Mackenzie of Soatwell was unanimously 
elected member of Parliament for the covnty 
of Ross. The election took place at Tain. Sir 
Hector Mackenne of Ghirloch was in the chair, 
and the nominators were Mr Mackensie of 
Kilcov and Mr Madeod of Qeantea A party 
of a hundred afterwards dined in the Mason 
Hall. 
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No. XVIIL 

The disputed settlement at Kiltariity con- 
tinued to excite interest in 1823| and another 
case occurred in the parish of Ooy, which led 
to several arrests and punishment. In the 
first half of ihe year there was a heavy snow- 
storm, which affected the Highland Bead less 
than other parts of the country. Hie re- 
storation of the burgh franchise to Inyemess 
excited discussion, and there was an amend- 
ment of the law affecting distilleries, made in 
the hope of putting an end to smuggling. 
The extent to which illicit traffic was carried 
on is shown by the fact that at a Justice of 
Peace Court in Inyemess nearly four hundred 
persons were fined eitiber for making spirits 
or selling them without a licence. 

The death of Charles Grant, on the Slst of 
October 1823, broueht to a dose a remarkable 
career. Mr Mackay in his History of 
Urquhart traces his unease, and there is a 
pretty full account of his li^ in the Dictionary 
of National Biography. Mr Grant was de- 
scended from a younger branch of the Grants 
of Shewglie. His mother was a daughter of 
Donald Macbean, tenant of Aldourie, where 
the boy was bom. His father, Alexander 
Grant, was out in the '46 and was known as 
the SwordsmiuL He was wounded at Odlloden on 
the yeiy day of his son's birth. After a snccess- 
ful career in India, Mr Grant returned to tiiis 
coimtry^ where he acquired fresh reputation 
as a Director and as Chairman of the East 
India Company. He represented the county 
of Inverness in Parliament from 1802 to 1818, 
and did much to promote Highland interesta. 
Mr Grant was married to Jane, daughter of 
Thomas Fraser, younger son of the family of 
Balnain, and left two sons, who acquired dis- 
tinction, namely, Charles, Lord Glenelg, who 
was member for the county of Invemess for 
many years, and Sir Robert Grant, who re- 
presented the Invemess Burghs for a time, 
and was in his later years Gk>vemor of Bora- 
bay.* 

From the **Inveme98 Oourier,^ 

1823. 

January 9. — On the amplication d Six Jamee Don- 
bar of Boath, his MaJesty'B croiser, the Oher^ 
okee, was sent to the biveniess Roads to receive 
on board Mr Adam, the Rector of the Academy, 

* Note B.— The Anglo-Indian Grants, 
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in ord«r to aaoertein the praotioabilitj of oer- 
tain obMrrationa at aea. Hie arriTil of the 
▼eeael ezdted great interest. Hie Cherokee 
entered the GaJedoniaa ObumI, and li^ in the 
basin at Muirtown, 'lieing the first of his Ma- 
jesty's ahips wMdi has passed through the 
looks of that great national work.** Mr Adam 
went on board and carried ont his obserra- 
tions. 

Ibid.— Died, at I>i]mfries, on the 17th nit., aged 
66, Mr WiUiam Haig. He had been fourteen 
years teacher in the Inyemess Academy, and 
18 years teacher in Dumfries. MV Haig was 
an accomplished man, versed in the Greek, 
Latin, ana Frendi languages. 

January 16. — ^Tbree men were tried at the High 
Court of Justiciary charged with havinff as- 
saulted the porter of the Caledonian Coach 
Office at Inyemess at the gate of a lodffing- 
hoQse in Church Street, and with having roDbra 
him of a trunk containing bills and papers. The 
juxy convicted two of the prisoners, but re- 
commended them to mercy. The Judge sen- 
tenced the priscmers to be executed at Inver- 
ness, but promised to forward the jvrv's 
rsoommendation to the proper quarter. Tne 
sentence was afterwards commuted to trans- 
portation. 

Januaiy 23.— Hiere was a very heavy sncw- 
storm at this time, general over the kiii^dt *n. 
It was noted as singular that the Highland 
road from Perth to Inverness was open, while 
the coast road was almost impassable. The 
mails to the North of Inverness were osrried 
on horseback. 

Ibid. — ^Died, at his residence, the Barracks, at 
the head of Loch-Bannock, on the 17th nit., 
in the 82nd year of his age. Colonel Alexander 
Robertson of Strowan, chief of CSan Donnachie. 
In his youth he served In the Soota Brigade 
in Holland, and frequently distinguished him- 
self in fighting the battles of the States General. 
On the restonti<m of the forfeited estates in 
1784, he came to Scotland and took po ssess ion 
of his inheritance. Soon afterwards he went 
to America as Major in the Duke of Hamilton's 
Renment "Tired of the bustle of tiie tented 
field. Colonel Robertson returned to his native 
hiUs to spend the remainder of his life in re- 
tirement, and in exerting his influence and his 
means in promoting the welfare of his clans- 
men, by whom he was regsided as a father." 
His remains were interred with inn>08ing cere- 
mony, theooffin being carried to tne grave by 
12 men of the name of Robertson. 

February 6.>-At an Inverness County meeting, 
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commnnicatioiiB were read from the pioprie- 
ton of Kelp estates on the Western Isluxds, 
and on the coasts of Shetland, protesting 
against the late reduction ai the duty on foreign 
barilla. The meetinff drew up a petition to 
Parliament on the subject Mr Fraser of Cul- 
bokie stated that the last county meeting had 
come to the resolution of postponing tar some 
time the consideration of all proposals and 
plans for erecting a new jail and court-house, 
on account of the heavy local assessments ana 
the great agricultural distress prevailing. 
Plans for the improvement of the existing 
Court-hooise were submitted, and referred to a 
Committee. The meeting had also under con- 
sideration a bill for maintaining the Highland 
roada and bridges by means of tolls instead of 
county assessments. Resolutions were adopted 
with reference to agricultural distress and the 
laws relating to distilleries. 

February 14. — "Eight of the ten mails due us 
from the South have arrived this morning." 
The delay wtm caused by the great snow- 
storm. 

February 27. — There was strong opposition to 
the settlement of the Rev. Alexander Giamn- 
bell, of Dores, as parish minister of Croy. The 
new minister and a party of friends were met 
on Sunday ^ a crowd of parishioners posted 
behind the dhurch-yard wall, and were driven 
off. After *'a short hut sharp conflict,** they 
retired to the village oi Tomagrain. '*There 
they not only rallied, but actualW turned upon 
the too rash advanced guard of tne enemy, and 
made prisoners of two women and three men.** 
These persons and others afterwards arrested 
were examined before the Sheriff and committed 
for trial. 

March 6. — A decided improvement in agricultural 
prices is recorded after a long depression. 

March 13. — ^''We understand that Mrs Qibson has 
resigned the superintendence of the Church 
Street Boarding School for young ladies, and 
that it Ib no longer the intention of the Magis- 
trates to make anv allowance from the town 
funds to any one that may succeed her in that 
situation." 

March 20.— The Ri^ht Hon. Charles Grant had 
been appointed Vice-President of the Board of 
Trade. He had accordingly to come to the con- 
stituency for re-election. 

March 27. — The Presbytery of Kaim met the 
previous Thursday, when objections were 
oeard against the presentee to Croy. The 
debate lasted nearlv four hours. Hie Presby- 
tery resolved to refer the case to the Synod of 
Moray for advice. 
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April 3. — Ck>pie8 were circulated of the bill 
Drought into Parliunent "for erecting toU- 

fatea and levyinff tolLi on certain roads and 
ridgei in the HighUuidB of Scotland." The 
**Coarier*' esrolaina why inch a measure was 
necessary, llie roads could not possibly be 
supported under the provisions of the existing 
Act. In the county of Inyemess the outlay 
for 1822 amounted to £2,098; and the mazi- 
mmn assessment provided by the Act, with 
the Parliamentary allowance, amounted to no 
more than £901 8s 8d, leaving a deficiency <d 
£1196 lis 4d. I^ the county of Ross there 
was a similar deficiency of £673 7s Id; in 
Sutherland oi £38 8b lid; in Caithness of 
£119; and in Argyll of £52 168 9d. "All 
these additional sums fell to be equally divided 
between the counties and the Commissioners, 
and the circumstance has been the cause of 
^ust complaint from both parties." 
Ibid. — Hie same issue contains the report of a 
debate in the House of CcMumons on a motion 
by Lord Archibald Hamilton for production of 
the PrivT Council warrant under which the 
electire franchise of the burgh of Inverness 
had been restored. The motion was rejected 
by a maiority of 18, the numbers being 61 to 
33. In his speech, Lord Archibald went oyer 
the circumstances which had led to the bus- 
pension of the municipal constitution of In- 
verness for seyeral years. "At the end of last 
year," he added, "it had pleased his Majesty, 
with the advice of his Ministers, to appoint, 
by his special wazrant, particular persons to 
elect councillors for this burgh. Under that 
warrant the same persons hH been returned 
to office who had three years before t«)en 
turned out by the sentence of the Court of 
Law." He also mentioned that in the original 
action to reduce the election of 1817, the peti- 
tioning burgesses had been compelled to pay 
the whole expenses, amounting to £1400, wnife 
the Magistrates had defended the action at the 
expense of the burgh. The Lord Adyocate, in 
opposing Lord Archibald's motion, said that 
the warrant which he asked for was a warrant 
granted not by her Majesty's Ministers, but 
by the Privy Ctoundl of Great Britain, ''anthor- 
ising these Maffistratea to exercise the risht 
previously exercised by those who had preceded 
them— tliat of choosing their own successors 
in office" ; and he contended that in issuins the 
warrant a wise and sound discretion had oeen 
exerciised. An editorial article on the ques- 
tion recalls the original dispute, and concludes 
as follows:— "The sett of the burgh of Inver- 
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nen confines the eligibility oi ICagistrates and 
Gouncillon to trafficking merchants or malt- 
men. As there are now no maltmeni of coarse 
the etigibility is confined to traffickers, lliej 
alone are qualified to sit at the Gonndl Board 
and deliberate on the conmion weal. The late 
Magistrates rentured to extend the {riyikoe 
a little further, by electing three persons, who 
had erery qualifiofttion but that ariainff from 
sh(»hkeeping traffick. Immediately tne hue 
and cry was raised hj the rery persons who 
are perpetuallir complaining ol Uie narrow sel- 
fishness of tbe burgh system. One might 
imagine that the offence of the Mag^istrates bad 
been to confine the eligibility witmn narrower 
bounds than the sett preiKaribed; but it will 
scarce be credited that the offence lay in ex- 
tending the eligibility." 

Ibid. — A paragraph announces that arrangements 
bad been made for the re-erection and accommo- 
dation of the public in the extensive premises 
called Geddes*s Buildings in High Street, by 
throwing what was formerly occupied as an 
Atheneum into a billiard room and news- 
room. Offices were to be established in the 
same building for coaches and steamboats. A 
subsequent paragraph says that the manage- 
ment was continued as bdfore. 

April 10.-— "A ateamboat for the OUedonian 
Cam^ navigation is now buildinff upon the new 
construction on the banks of we G^al near 
Kinmylies. It is proposed to be about sixty 
feet long, and will be finished in the course of 
two months." 

April 17.— The Bisht Hon. Charles Grant ifss 
unanimously re-elected member of Parliament 
for the county ol Inverness. His election was 
moved by Mr Grant of Rothiemurehus, and 
seccmded by Mr Baillie of Dochfour. The pre- 
siding officer, Sheriff Gilzean, reported that 
it had been impossible to make intimation of 
the writ in four parishes of the Long Island on 
account of the high winds and tempcitnous seas 
which prevailed lor eight days together. Affi- 
iavits on the point were produced, and a 
minute recorded. It seemed tnat the same thing 
had occurred in 1782 at the time of the elec- 
tion <4 General Fraser oi Lovat. On that occa- 
sion the matter was passed over in silence, but 
it was now considered proper to say that all 
Uiat was possible to be done had been done, and 
tiiat therefore the provisions of the law had 
been substantially complied with. Tbe newly- 
elected member was not present, but his father 
entertained a party of seventy to dinner in the 
Northern Meeting Rooms. 
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[bid.— <3reat regret ia expreflsed at tlie death of 
Dr M. T. Bethnne, Liyemess, son of the late 
miniBter of Dornoch, who had been cot off at 
the beginning of a promising career as a medi- 
cal practitioner. He is described as *^one of 
our most distinguished citizens." 

ipril 24.— It was announced that a reduction of 
duties on Scottish whisky would take place on 
11th October, but that in the meantime Scot- 
tish distillers aa well aa Irish were to be al- 
bwed to bond the spirito without previous 
payment of the duty. 

n>S.--At the Synod of Moray, held a* Forres, 
great interest was taken in the cases of opposed 
settlement from the pariahes of Kiltaility and 
Croy. The spokesmen for the Presbytery of 
Inverness expressed "their perfect readiness to 
settle the Rev. Colin Fraser in the parish of 
Kiltarlity under protest that in doing so they 
would be, nevertheless, at Uberty to bring to a 
close their process of declarator in the Ci^ 
Ck>urt." This was acquiesced in by the Synod. 
The case of Croy led to long debate, but it was 
ultimately carried unanimously that the settle- 
ment of the Uev. Mr Campbell should take 
place in July. , 

Jbid.— At the Circuit Court of Inverness several 
pezsons were indicted for riotous and diswrderW 
conduct in obstructing the entrance of Mr 
'Jampbell to the church of Ooy. Oowiael for 
the defence challenged twenty of the juirmen 
summoned for the trial, end the Crown Agent 
challenged two. This reduced the number ol 
iwym^ to thirteen, so that the Court had to 
dewrt the diet. The prosecutor, however, in- 
timated that he was determm^ ^^u'^wl^h 
cases, and would bring them before the High 
Court of Justiciary in E^in^«r?*»; ^ . ^. .^ 
Mav 8— 'The Senatus Academicus of Kings 
dlle^, Aberdeen, have coi^ened the depee of 
D.D. ok the Rev. Angus Ma^fantosh, mimsta 
of Tain. The friends of Dr Mackintoah must 
feel highly gratified by the unanimous and very 
uidsom/iSanner in which this <3eserved dis- 
tinction has been conferred upon him by the 
Univeiaity of which he was an ^Jomnus. 
Ibid^"Dii, at Brahan Castle, on Thursday the 
^th ApS the Hon. Caroline Mljckenzie, third 
5wht« of the late Lord Seaforth; deeply 
anduniversally hunented. Her untimely deaUi 
was occasioned by an accident in a low car- 

SSi in Wprinie of life her imobtru^ve. 
though eminently useful and virtuous, career of 
Christian piety and benevolence. 
May 16.-^At the anniversary meeting of the In- 
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▼emets Bible Socioty, it wm intimatod that 
lince the former aDniveiBdry a sum of £180 had 
been remitted to the |Murent (Society, and about 
four hundred Bibles and Testaoienti distributed 
by tho DepoflitBfy. In addition to the aniiual 
subscriptions, contributions amounting to £106 
were intimated from the Inverness Juvenile 
Society and from district branches. 

Ibid. — ^The settlement of the Rev. Colin Fraser 
in the parish of Kiltarlity waa canied out on 
the 8th insL without incident beyond the read- 
ing of a notarial protest in terms of the agree- 
ment arrived at by the Synod. 

Ibid. — Died, at the Manse of Uiff, on the liSt of 
May, after a short illness, uie Rev. Hugh 
Munro. minister of that parish, in the 76ih 
veor of his age and 46th of his ministry. A 
high tribute is paid to his character, which 
mentions, among other virtues, that '*he waa 
an utter stranger to the maJignity of party 
spirit." 

May 22. — Decision was giv6n by the Oourt of 
Session on tiie question raised bj a majority 
of the Presbytery of Inverness m connection 
with the presentation to Kiltarlity. Hie 
Pfesbyterj oontended that the presentation 
granted to Mr Colin Fraser by Lovat's Com- 
missioner was null in respect of Lovat's own 
religious faith ; and, secondly, that the right 
of presenting had fallen to the Presbytery 
through the delay of a presentaticm by a quah- 
fied patron. llie defender maintained three 
pleas: Ist, that the Presbytery stood com- 
mitted by having actuallv sustained the pre- 
sentation in question before it bethought it- 
self of opposition and resistance; 2na, that 
even if tne presentation by Lova^'s Commis- 
sioner was invalid, the right to present by re- 
solution would pass, not to the Presbytery 
but to the Crown, in terms of the very statute 
on which the Presbytery itself founded; and 
3rd, that at all events tne said statute of Queen 
Anne, by which Oathotic patrons are restricted 
in certain cases from exercising the rights of 
presentation, did not apply to this case, Mr 
Fraser of Lovat having neither "signed a pre- 
sentation" nor refused any test "tendered to 
him," which are the only cases or circumstances 
to which the penal statute of Queen Anne re- 
fers. The C^urt (one Judge differing) held 
that the two preliminary defences were amply 
sufficient for the defender's protection, and 
therefm^ that it was unnecessary to decide the 
remaining point. Accordingly their lordships 
dismissed the action at the instance of tne 
Presbytery, and found the Presbytery liable in 
ezpenses. 
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May 29. — ^"James Cnmming, millwright, died here 
last week at the advanced ese of 101. Bin 
wife, aged 90, la zKyw living here. Gumming 
waa a native of Morayshire, being bom at Mun- 
d(de, near Altyre, aiid had the merit of first 
executing meay excellent meal and thraahing 
milU in the Northern OountieB npon the most 
improved construction. He had a great 
genius for mechanics, and there remain many 
specimens of his curious workmanship." 

Ibid. — "Died, at the Manse of Glenshiel, on Sun* 
day the 11th ourt., having on that day oom- 

Sleted his 75th year, the Kev. John Macrae, 
5 yean minieter of that parish. A man 
whose vigorous powers of mind, pure integritv, 
and great warmth of heart, secured him the 
love and esteem of all who knew him." — ^"'At 
Nairn, on the 22Dd ult., John Qunn, Esq., 
Sheriff-Substitute of that county. He was a 
sound andean uprisht judge, an honourable 
man. a sincere friend, and an aJ 



tive.*' 



affectionate rela- 



June 6.^<"At a Justice of Peace Ckmrt held 
here [at Inverness] on Tuesday last for the 
punishment of offenders against the Excise 

* Laws, nearly four hundred persons from the 
djiBtricts of the Aird, Strathglaas, and 
Urquhart, were convicted and fined in small 
sums. llioee detected in illicit distillation 
were generally fined in twenty shillings each ; 
and for selling spirits without a licence the 
general fines were four guineas.'* 

tbid. — ^"Married, at Devonshire House, London, 
on the 26th ult., Earl Qower, eldest son of 
the Marquis of Stafford, to lAdy Harriet 
Howard, daughter of Lord Morpeth.** The 
event was cekbrated with great rejoicings in 
the covnty of Sutherland. 

Ibid. — ^The Society for the Suppression of Beg- 
ging held its annual meeting in the Town Hall. 
HulMmptions and donations amounted to 
£251, but the Society had incurred debt to the 
amount of £24. Subscriptions in the Land- 
ward pert of the parish had fallen off. T^e 
number <^ persons receiving aid was 114. 

Ibid. — ^At the General Assembly the petition of 
the Rev. John Fraaer, minister of Kiltarlity, 
was conaidored. Hie substance of hia com- 
nlsint was as follows : —**The Presbytery of 
Inverness delaved the settlement of the peti- 
tioner till May 1823, although they were 
directed to induct him with all convenient 
iqMed. A great majority of the members of 
Ptesbytery protested ai^'ivt the settlement, 
and not only caused their protest to be re- 
corded, but also to be read in t^e Church of 
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KiltwUty during divine serrioe and on the day 
of his setUement ; and had caused it also to be 
published in the public newspapers, which dr- 
Gumstance, the petitioner complained, had 
mat^rialj^y influenced his usefnhiess and re- 
spectability «a a minister." Hie Presbytery 
dvi not put in an mpearance, and the majority 
who were concerned in the proceedings were 
enjoined to appear personally at the bar of 
the next Gknwal Assembly. 

June 12. — The Northern Missionary Society held 
their twenty-third anniversary in the High 
C%nrch, Inremess. Collections and subscrip- 
tions amounted to £88 9s. 

Ibid. — On Thursday Isst the foundation-stone of 
Anderson's Institution for the education of the 
poor children of Foires, Rafford, and Kinloss, 
was laid in Forres with the usual ceremonies. 
'This Institution is founded and will be sup- 
ported from funds left by the late Jonathan 
Anderson, Esq., of Glasgow, a natire of 
Forres, who also mortified some feu grounds 
in Glssgow, whidi yield about £100 staling 
per annum for the b^flt of poor householders 
m InTsniess." 

June 19. — ^nie trial of four men and one woman 
for rioting at Groy in connection with the pre- 
sentatioQ of the new minister to ^b» pastorate 
came off on the 9th inst. before the High 
Court of Justiciary. The charge against one 
oi the men was found not proven; sU the 
others were found guilty. A petition was laid 
before the Ckmrt from Rev. Ifr Campbell, 
praying the Oourt to inflict as lenient a punidi- 
ment em possible, as the prisoners had been 
betrayed mto error, and the bad spirit was 
rapidly subsiding in the parish. One oi the 
prisoners was sentenced to a month's imprison- 
ment, and the others, including the woman » 
to two months, in the ja41 of fikvemess. A 
second woman who had been indicted <Ud not 
appear. 

Ibid. — On Tuesday, 17th inst., lliomas Alex- 
ander Fraser of Lorat (grandfather <A the pre- 
sent Lord liovat) attained his majority. The 
occasion was celebrated with rejoidn^ through- 
out the Lovat estates. Bonfires and ent<^rtain- 
ments marked every district. 'Tlie view from 
Beaufort presented to the assembled company 
at the Castle one of the finest scenes that can 
be conceived. The summit of every hillock, 
as well as of every higher mountain, started 
into a blaoe, and the whole line of country 
over the brown heather and along the valleys 
seemed covered with light and gladness." At 
Beaufort about one bnadred gentlemen sat 
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down to dinner, for which tables were spread 
in the Gcnirt. The health of Lovat was pro- 
posed by the Marquis of Huntly, and pledged 
with great enthusiasm. At Foyers, Mr 
Fraser, the proprietor, had a bullock killed and 
distributed with ale and whisky among his 
tenantry and neighbours. A splendid bonfire 
was kindled on Gaimderg, a mile above the 
house of Foyers. 
June 19 and 26.~On the first date it is stated 
that the arrivals for the Wool Market began 
on Monday, and yet till the time of going to 
press (the paper appeared on Thursday) no 
definite busmen had been done. The writer 
complained that the business^ which towards 
the end wa8 generally concluded in one or two 
hours, occupied many persons from Monday 
till Friday, and this delay exposed the parties 
to much expense and inconvenience, in the 
ismie of the 26th, the reporter speaks of the 
character of the market and of the prices. 
"Five or six wool staplers and dealers in sheep 
from the North of £ngland and South of Scot- 
land come to treat with three or four hundred 
respectable individuals; and such is their 
mutual confidence that bargains for wool and 
sheep to the amount of £1^,000 and upwards 
are coucluded even without a sample. Last 
week our information soes to say that good 
Cheviot wedders brougnt each 18s 6d (clad 
score). This we believe to be the highest price 
obtained ; and wedders of the same description, 
tbou{^ of 'inferior quality, were sold at 148 
6d. Blackfaced wedden fetched from 12s to 
16s; Cheviot ewes from 7s to 10s 6d; and 
bLickfaced ewes from 6e to 6s 6d. Blackfaceil 
hogss brought from 7b to 10s; and wedder 
lambs of the same kind from 4s to 5s 3d. The 
sales in Clheviot hoggs and lambs were very 
few— the former brought 8s 6d and the latter 
6s. Cheviot wool was sold so low as 9s per 
stone of 24 lbs., and the hishest price was 
lOli 6d. The coarse ^Sn>ol from blackfaced 
sheep sold at from 10s to lis 6d per double 
stone, or the stone of 48 lbs. In m<Mt of these 
purchases a reference was made of 6d per stone 
of wool, and 6d on each she^, to be decided 
by the aspeiSt of the markets, and the prices 
that may be given in the South before Sep- 
tember, which ii the qsual time of delivery. 
One very important branch of this market is 
the purchase of smearing materials, and we 
understand that one contract of very oonrider- 
able amount (upwards of £1500 worth) was 
concluded much to the satisfaction of both 
parties." 

29 
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June 26. — An •rticle on the distillery lawt eaye 
that a remission of duty was to be made to lui 
extent quite unexpected, and likely to haye 
the most beneficial results. The effect of the 
alterations, it was anticipated, would "most 
effectually quash smuggling." One of the re- 
solutions adopted by the House of Commons 
was as fallows: — ^**That it is expedient that 
eyery distiller or maker of spirits in ScoUaud 
and Ireland respectiyely should be permitted 
to warehouse the spirits made or distilled by 
such distiller without payment of the duty of 
Excise chargeable thereon ; and that the duties 
of Excise diar^eabla on such spirits shall be 
payable and paid on their being taken out if 
warehouse for home consumption." 

July 10.— *<0n Thursday last the Rey. Mr Camp- 
bell was admitted minister of Croy, in presence 
of a yery respectable congre^tlon. There was 
happily no occasion for we interference of the 
Sheriff or his officers, who attended, no inter- 
ruption haying been offered to the solemn ser- 
vices of the day." 

July 17.~"The celebrated Miss Edgeworth ar- 
rived here last week. During a short stay she 
visited the Falls of Kilmorack." 

July 31. — ^The Act for the Maintenance of High- 
land Roads and Bridges was laid before a 
county meeting. "The former bill left it op- 
tional for the counties to have tolls; the pre- 
sent proceeds a step further, and gives the 
option either to have tolls or to increase their 
assessment; and its principal feature ii to 
give option and to avoid compulsion." It was 
conceded to the wishes of the Northern Coun- 
ties that the mail ooadi should not be charge- 
able with any toll whatever, and that cattle 
mi^t travel from Bighouse in the heights of 
SuUierlandshire, westward and southwards to 
Fort-Augustus and so over the Corryarrick 
Road to Perthishire, without payment of toll, 
except lOd per score of black cattle and 5d 
per score for idieep and lambs, payable once 
at the Fitmain Bridge over the Spey. The 
counties had not as yet resolved to establish 
general tolls. A bill was also laid on the table 
for the building of additional places of worship 
in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland out 
of public moneys in the Court of Exchequer, 
the Bfum not to exceed £10,000 in any one year, 
and not exceeding in all the sum of £50,000. 
The object of this measure was to provide ad- 
ditional churdbes for large parishes. 

August 7. — Died, at Deldriegan of Glenmoriston, 
on 6th July, Mr Ardiibald Qrant, aged 87 
years. His married life extended to 66 years, 
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aod hik wife snrriTed tiim. His remainft were 
followed to the grave by 65 ohil^en and gnnd- 
childreiL 

Anguit 14.— "Married, at Ooflsy Hall, in the 
county of Norfc^, Thomaa Alexander Fraser, 
Eaq. of Lovat, to Charlotte Georgina D. Jer- 
ningham, eldest daughter of Sir Qeorge Jer- 
ningham, Baronet." In the next iasae there 
is an account of meetingg held on the Lovat 
estates to celebrate the happy event 

Aueust 28.— *'Died, at Quebec, on the 29th 
<niiie, Lauj^n SmitJi, Seisnoir of St Denis 
and La Pocsitiere. Mr Smitti wall a native of 
Inverness, Scotland, and is supposed to be 
upwards of 100 years of age. He served as a 
private in General Wolfe'e army at the taking 
of Quebec." 

September 4. — ^The Northern Kisiionary Society 
held its twenty-third anniversary meeting at 
Tain on 27th August. Collections, subsmp- 
tions, and donations were intimated amount- 
ing to £94 18s. 

Ibid.— The new Distillery Act is summarised, 
'^e find some differences existing between the 
present Act sad the substance of it as pub- 
lished in an abstract in the end c^ June last. 
In that abstract it was stated that the duty 
on every jrallon of spirits made from malted 
com was & 6d, at a strength of 10 per cent, 
over proof ; but instead of that we now find 
that the duty ii 2s on every gallon hydrometer 
proof. DistillerB are allowed to warehouse 
spirits without payment of duty, the strength 
of sucSi spirits to be either 26 or 11 per cent, 
over proof; and where a sale of spirits is re- 
alised the quantity taken out of the warehouse, 
when for home OMisumption, must not be less 
than the content of the original cask (100 
gallons), upon which the duty is only then 
payable; aiiid a warehouse rent for report of 
the revenue is chargeable at the rate of one 
penny per 40 gaUons a week. Distillers from 
malted com must produee two gallons of 
spirits Ik'om every bushel of malt, or 12 gallons 
proof spirits from the standard of linlfthgow 
Doll." After mentioning other poinUi, tiie 
article concludes: — ^''Hie spirit duty on eight 
mnts Soots (or, as this quantity is called, the 
Scots gallon) amounts to 8s on proof spirits, 
which is about 12 per cent, stronger than is 
commonly retailed m this country; and the 
malt duty on the same quantity at the same 
strength is Is, making 9b of spirit and malt 
duty on eight Scots pmts. The former duties 
on the same quantity amounted to 22b, thus 

* giving a reduction ^ 13s per Scots f^cn. 



228 Inverness Courier Index. \\82Z 



From the weakness of the wMh allowed to be 
naedy joined with the liberty oi warehoonng 
the spirits, in a short time there is no doobt 
that a superior spirit can be produced ; and the 
effect of the whole ii that we find tftarellers for 
spirit dealers in the South are at this moment 
offering to sn^y our market here, by the end 
of October, with spirits at 5e per English gal- 
lon, or at the rate of 2s 6d per Scots pint." 

September 25. — At the municipal election this 
year, James Qrant of Bught was elected Pro- 
vost, Mr Robertson of Altnaskiach remaining 
a member of Gouncil. 

October 2. — ^'Tt would appear from the popula- 
tion returns made up from the Qovemmnt ab- 
stracts of 1801, 1811, and 1821, that the High- 
land counties of Ross and Gfromarty present 
the most numerous instances of longevity in 
proportion to their population — ^in every 2156 
there being one above 100 years, and one above 
80 years in every 93. Comparing the popula- 
tion of England* and Scotland in this respect 
the number above 100 returned from the for^ 
mer country is only 168 out of a population 
of 11,261,437; whereas from the latter the 
number is 102 in a population of 2,093,459." 

Tbid. — On the previous Monday the Constables 
of the town were sworn into office for the 
ensuing year, in presence of the Magistrates, 
when Provost Qrant addressed them at some 
length on the duties and importance of their 
office. Sergt -Major John Mackenzie, Castle 
Street, was elected head constable, and each 
constable was furnished with a copy of instruc- 
tions and a baton. These consttstbles were a 
force distinct from the police and town officers, 
and were instructed to oo-operate with them 
in preventing crimes and offences, llieir 
authority did not extend beyond the Royalty, 
and on duty they had alwa3rB to carry their 
baton. A copy of their instructions is pub- 
lished in this issue. We reproduce the two 
following : — ^*Tlie character and j?ood order of 
the town 9re so much concerned' in a due and 
strict observance of decency and propriety on 
the Sabbath Day, that the Magistrates require 
the o(mstables to be partionhrly careful to 
correct any improprieties which may occur on 
that day." "The constables are enjoined to 
maintain a uniform and exact regard to 
sobriety, decency, and civility in their own 
conduct; bearing bad language and even re- 
proach from persons in liquor when they ap- 
pear to have no bad intentions ; and exercising 
all the humanity compatible with the due and 
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firm diicharge of their duty.'* After meeting 
with the constabke. the Magistratee dupoeed of 
the Common Qood of the burgh , whidi then 
included the ehore dues and anchorage at the 
harbour, ahd tolls on the bridges. The shore 
dues and antihorage came to £620, and the 
totaljinduding Uiese, to £971 14s. 

Ibid.— What is called a "new corn market" was 
opened at InTerneili on the previous Tuesday. 
Upwards of 200 bolls of grain were offered for 
sale. An address to the Inverness Farmers' 
Society led to the establishment of the mar- 
ket. This address stated that while some far- 
mers had regular customers, the majority had 
to repair to the streets of Inverness on market 
days, and diligently look out for custcmiers, 
sometimes for weeks in vain. 'Thus the time 
passes, necessities accumulate, engagements re- 
quire to be implemented, ana the unfcMrtunate 
farmer is compelled to treat with the smug- 
gler, the mealmonffer, or other indidvidnals on 
terms highlv disaidvantafleous, but frequently 
consideKM ny the purchaser as fitvours b^"- 
stowed on the seller. Many transactdons had 
also to be ^'managed in the whisky house, by 
means of a tipple and Si drink. It is quite 
notorious that many of the buyers will not de- 
termine without a dram, and perhaps half-a- 
dozen ma,y be required to produce toe desired 
effect." To obviate these untowurd oircum- 
Btances, the attempt to establish a new com 
market was made. It was proposed to effect 
the sales by samples; and with the concur- 
rence of the ICagisirates a booth was to be 
erected on the Exchange every Tuesday and 
Friday from 12 till half-past two o'clock. The 
samples of grain were to be displayed under 
the superintendence of an intelligent attendant* 
who was capable of ooncludinff transactions in 
the absence of parties. A sous of fees, vary- 
ing from a penny to sixpence, was to be paid 
to the attendant. 

October 2 and 9. — ^These issues contain reports 
of the Northern Meeting. Races were held at 
IXimeincroy. 

October 9. — ^llie county meeting at Inverness re- 
vived meantime to support the roaJs by assess- 
ment instead of by tolls. They also adopted 
a resolution in favour of bringing the mails 
by the Highland Road from Perth. 

November 6.— This issue record? the death of Mr 
Charles Grant, long member for the county of 
Inverness, in the representation of whicli he 
was succeeded by his son. "Mr Grant did busi- 
ness at the India House, on the evening of 
ThuMay last. As he was in the practace of 
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managing hia eztensive ooirespondenoe daring 
the quiet of tlie night, it appears that he did 
not retire to rest tOl zonr on Friday morning, 
abont which time he was seized with spasms 
in the stomach, which at six o'clock termin- 
ated his yaluable life.*' The notice proceeds : 
— "Mr Qraot went oat in eailj life to India, 
with few adrantages save those which his own 
talents and conduct procured for him. The in- 
timate knowledge which he soon acquired of 
the Company's affairs, his integrity, capacity 
for business, and that indefatigable persever- 
ance which never left him to his latest hour, 
soon opened up to him an' honourable career. 
He obtained several situations of great trust 
in Bengal, which paved the way to the im- 
portant offices which he afterwards filled at 
home, as Deputy CSiairman and Chairman of 
the Court of Directors. In 1802 he was clhoeen 
member of Parliament for his native county, 
which he continued to represent till he was suc- 
ceeded by his son, the present member. Mr 
Grant was a very kind relation, a zealous 
friend, and in the kindly and Scottislh sense 
of the phrase, 'a good countryman,' as well 
as in the more unlimited acceptation of the word. 
It is mentioned in the London papers that Mr 
Qntnt was upwards of 80 years of age. He 
was in his 78th year, having been bom in the 
memorable vear of the Rebellion. He re- 
ceived the tnen beloved name of Charles from 
the Jacobite partialities of his family." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue records the death of Mr 
Peter Anderson, solicitor, w1k> was so gener- 
ally liked- and esteemed by his fellow-citizens 
that his deftth was felt in Inverness as a pri- 
vate soiTow, as well as lamented as a public 
loss. ''Mr Anderson was still in the prime of 
life, and of a oonstitutioin which promised 
length of days and the enjoyment of vigorous 
health. Early yesterday monung he l^came 
indisposed, and by seven o'clock he had ceased 
to live. The frankness of his courtesy, and a 
facility of benevolence which made him the 
ready listener to all sorts of grievances, and 
the ready friend of aU sorts of men who were 
in want of assistance — and these have not been 
few of late years — ^formed a character peculi- 
arly calculated to gain on the kindliest sym- 
pa&iee of the heart; and we may truly say 
that as no member of our community was ever 
more universally liked than Mr Anderson, no 
one was ever mourned by high and low with 
flrief more unaffected and genuine." 

Ibid. — Mr Adam, Rector of the Inverness 
Academy, had just returned from a ten da^' 
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omiae on board the Clio. His experiments 
were meant to determine the situation of a 
ship by obtaining the alti4nde of any of the 
heavenly bodies whero the horizon wa« ob- 
scured. The results were said to be more 
satisfactory than on any former occasion. 

December 11. — A county meeting was held at In- 
verness on the 5th inst., and resolutions were 
adopted expressing cordial appreciation of the 
distinguished services of the Ute Charles 
Qrant during his loog connection wifth the 
county. Mr J. P. Grant of Rothiemurchus, 
M.P., WU8 in the chair. The chief resolution 
bore that "during the last twenty-one years, 
beiuA the period of the public connection of 
the Mte Charles Grant, Esq., with this county, 
the attention of the Legislature has been 
directed to the cultivation of the natural ad- 
vantages of this northern part of the Kingdom, 
in a greater degree thao tiuit which any Go- 
vernment has ever bestowed on a part of its 
dominions so remote, and contributing so little 
to its i-evenue." Several absent membere wrote 
compleining that too short notice had been 
ffiven of tl^ meeting, but the attendance num- 
bered nearly forty, and* it was resolved to pnK 
ceed with the business rather tlhan adjourn. 
The resolutions were adopted with acclama- 
tion, and c(^ie8 were ordered to be transmitted 
to the Right Hon. Charles Grant, aaad to be 
advertised in Inverness, Edinburgh, and Lon- 
don newspapers. 

December 25.— On the 17th ioit a General Court 
at the Directors of the East India Company 
was 'held at tihe East India House. Mr James 
Smith, M.P., submitted the f crowing mo- 
tion : — ^''That this Court taking into considera- 
tion the great ability, inflexible integrity, and 
unremitting attention dispUtyed by the late 
CSttrles G&ant, Esq., during nearly thirty 
years as a member of the Executive body, 
after seventeen years of distinguished service 
in India, and the many important benefits he 
has rendered to the Company, by his counsels 
and experience, and by his otmstant and strenu- 
ous exertions in Parliament and elsewhere, to 
preserve lunimpaired their rights and privileges, 
and improve the condition of the vast popu- 
lation under their rule, desire to record their 
deep sense ol the loss sustained by the death 
of this valuable director, who, to the last day 
of his life, wan actively employed in the dis- 
charge of his duty, and testify the high ad- 
minrtion in which thev hold his talents, oiarac- 
ter, and services; and therefore that a marble 
monument be erected to the memory of the 
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late Charles GrAJit, Esq, in the Pariih Church 
of bt George's, JBloomsbuiy ; and that the 
Court of DirectorB be re^sted to take 
meoAures to oairy the same into effect." The 
motion was seododed by 8ir Charles Forbes, 
M.P., and both gentlemen eulogised the 
character and services of the late Director. 
The proposal for a monument called forth an 
amendment, submitted by Mr Hume, M.P. for 
Montroae, on the ground that there was no 
precedent for c<»iferring such a distinction. Mr 
Hume also went over tibe several points on 
which* the mover grounded his motion, and 
contended that they were not sufficient to war- 
rant the posthumous honour projected. Mr 
li^lphinstone said that "this Company had 
lasted above a hundred years, and had em- 
ployed a Bomber of most able and most 
honest servants, who went out of life with- 
out the commemoration of statues." He ad- 
mitted it to be true that the Company had 
erected statues to some who had signalised 
themselves in their service, but they were to 
such men as Lord Clive, Admiral Pooocke, snd 
others^ who had acquired and consolidated 
their great possessions, and between such men 
and such services, and the Directors and their 
duties, there could be no point of compaiision. 
Mr Impey, who stronglv supported the mo- 
tion, said Uiat he knew the facility with which 
the hon. member for Montrose coukl pry into 
public efforts; his mind, like some optical 
glasses, was formed for minute (tiscoveries; 
it was not Mr Hume's fault that he was so 
constituted, it was rather the vice of his 
nature, for, in the language of Shakespeare, 
*'It is his nature's plague to pnr into abuses." 
(Loud laughter and cries of "Hear," in which 
Mr Hume loudly joined). On a division the 
amendment was rejected by a majority of 64 
to 29 votes, and the original motion was then 
agreed toi 
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No. XIX. 

In the early part of 1824 there are several in- 
teresting oitriee relating to smuggiing and the 
enforcement of Excise penaltiee. A strong de- 
sire eadsted to put an end to illicit distili*- 
tion, but there were obBtaclas in the way, 
which are pithily set forth in one of the ex- 
tracts. T^e condition of the slaves in the 
West Indies was at this time before Parlia- 
ment. Many persons in the North of Scot- 
land were interested in West Indian planta- 
tions; and the counties of Boss and Inverness 
petitioned Government to proceed with cau- 
tion in making legislative (manges. 

In the second half of the year the question of 
Cxcise penalties on smugfl^ers continued to 
excite much attention, ^le Justices of the 
Peace were exceedingly reluctant to inflict 
the minimum statutory penalty of £20, but 
the authorities insisted. In one case from 
Banffshire where the Justices proved ob- 
stinate, the offending smugglers were brought 
before the Court of Exchequer and subjected 
to much heavier penalties than if they had 
been fined by a Justice of Peace Court. This 
seems to have been intended as an object 
lesson. It will be observed that the forma- 
tion of a company to introduce gas and water 
into Inverness dates from 1824. There are 
many itoms of interest in the subjoined 
notes. 

From the ** Inverness Oourier.*^ 
1824. 

January 8.— ^t a Justice of ^ Peace Court in In- 
vemess 293 persons were fined for breaches id 
the licensing lawn From the Beanly district 
alone there were 178 oaees. It was stated tiiat 
in the Inverness district the fines and amars 
of licences amonnted to nearlv £400. 

Ibid.— Tbe Rev. John Maodonald, of Ferrintosh, 
was at this time interesting himself specially 
in the IsUnd of St Kilda. He had received the 
f<^owing contributions in aid of bniUings to 
be erected for the accommodation of a mis- 
sionary and place of worship: — ^From the 
stadents of King's Cdlege, Aberdeen, £7; 
from Aberdeen itself, £30; from Dondee, £19 
198; from Perth, £13 6s 4d. 

Jannazy 15. — ^"In plong^uns up a field at Leys, 
near tMa town, the ploanmian found a rod of 

8Q 
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pure gold, about 15 inchee long, with tliree 
■ides, each about ^ of an inch in deptlL In 
the middle it is twuted. and terminated by 
A bend similar to a sh^nerd's crook, in very 
rude workmaoahip. It was purchased at £4 
10s by Mr Naughten, jeweller, here, and is 
now in his possession.'* 

Xbid. — "To the admirers of Gaelic poetry it wiU 
not be uninteresting to know that in Sloch- 
muic, on the property of the Earl of Sea- 

. field, expired in 1746, John Macdonald, othei- 
wise Ian Manntaiche, or John the stammerer. 
He had fought in the Stewart cause in 1715. 
and at the age of four score and three drew 
his claymore for Prinoe Charles at the battle 
of Culioden. He reoeived several wounds, but 
more than these regretted the loss of his harp, 
his companion for more than 60 years. He 
lingered a few weeks after reaching an aj^lum 
in Strathj^y, and was secretly interred near 
the spot where he yielded his last breath. His 
songs have celebrated the race for whose ser- 
vioe he lived a-nd died, and the keenest satire 
and ridicule expresses nis indignation and con- 
tempt of their opponents. Perhaps there are 
not any Jacobite stameas extant more deserv- 
ing of attention than the compositions of Ian 
Manntaiche." 

Januarv 22.— In this issue there is another parar 
graph with reference to the gold rod found at 
the Leys. "Somb additional pieces of the 
same description have sinoe been recovered by 
Mr Naughten; and on connecting them and 
inquiring of tiie labourers as to the manner 
in which they were found, they seem to have 
formed one piece ol about 18 inches long, and 
to have been twisted exactly after the fashion 
of the worm of a corkscrew. It was found in 
the vicini^ of the Druid's Temple at Leys; 
and a conjecture baa been offered by a neiffh- 
bouring gentleman, who ranks high in nis 
knowledge of these matters, that it is likely to 
have been used in suspending vessels with in- 
oense employed in certain religious rites. 'Phis 
would lead one to suppose tiiat it must have 
originaily belonged to those of the Romish 
Church, for we do not think that the Dnudi 
possessed those refined modes of worship.'* 

Ibid.— '<We learn that Mr Mactavish, officer of 
Excise in Braemar, has made a seizure of 
smuggled whisky ol unusual magnitiid& For 
a very lon^ time back it was notorious that 
large quantities ol spirits were manufactured 
in Glenhvet— now the only ictistrict in tbe 
Highlands where this illicit and demoralising 
i^ystem is carried on to any great extent — and 
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that the joint fruits of the nmiggleni' labour 
were conveyed to different part* of the low 
country by bantk of people by far too nnmer- 
ouB and powerful for any attempt at seizure 
by a siiwe officer. On this last occasion Mr 
MactaviA watched the motions of one of these 
bands, and discoTered the concealment where 
the spirits were deposited the first night of 
their journey. The smugglers, thinking aJl 
quite safe, retired to sleep^ when tlhe previous 
arrangements for the seixure were otrried into 
e£fect, and when they awoke they found them- 
selves minus twenty Scots ankers of pure Qlen- 
liveL" It is singular that the above para- 
gn^ should describe Qlenlivet as the only 
place where illicit distillation was carried on 
"to eny great extent," when so many notices 
had appeared of breadies of the lioensmg laws, 
including illicit distillation, in the county of 
Inverness. Perhaps the writer meant lihat 
Glenlivet was the only place where the traffic 
was conducted on a large scale. 

Januttry 29. — ^A case came on before the Gburt 
of Exchequer, under a reoeni Act respecting 
the Scots burghs, disrginff t^e Magistrates of 
Nairn, at the mstance of uiree burgesses, with 
having sold the lands of Hempholes on 7th 
January, and tiie lands of Monhall on 11th 
March 1823, without duly 'observing the pro- 
visions of the statute. The objection was 
taken that the production of bursess tickets 
was not sufficient proof that the pudnti£fs had 
a title to sue. It was contended that the Town 
Council books could alone be held to be legal 
evidence. The Court sustained this view, and 
the plaintiffs were nonsuited. A case brought 
against the Magistrates of Inverness for let- 
t&ig the lands called tfie Carse, without duly 
observing the provisiouB of the Act, was thrown 
out <Hi Uie same ground. 

February 13. — A paraffraph mentions that a 
woollen manufactory nad recently been estab- 
lished at the Haugb, and was bemg conducted 
with success. 

February 19. — ^Notice is taken of a psper by Mr 
George Anderson, Inverness, read oefore the 
Society of Scottish Antiquaries. It gave an 
account of cairns and drdes oi stones in the 
nei|^bourhood of Inverness, and was acoom- 
panied with a mu> in manuscript and several 
OFawings of the drdes describeo. Mr Ander- 
son suggested t^ possibility that some at least 
of these circles had been erected for the ad- 
Diimstration of justice, fund mentioned one in 
particular which he thought might have been 
comtmoted for this purpose. 'It oonsisted 



236 Inverntn Courier Index, [1824 

of a double circle of stones, not, as is com- 
monly the case, concentric, but placed in (m- 
porition so as to resemble the figure 8. Mr 
Anderson related some instances of the care 
with which the neighbours abstain from in- 
juring these relics, particularly the cairns, from 
a kiod of superstitious dread of evil whidi will 
happen to the unhallowed disturbers of the 
dead. He also related a tradition of a farmer 
who had temerity enough to commit sacrilege 
on a cairn, and who never siterwards throve." 
Ibid.— /RiQ s-une issue oontaSns long extracts 
from * report on smugglinj^ in the Hij;hl''nd8, 
compiled by the Commissioners appomted to 
inquire into tiie collection and management of 
the Revenue. Most of the points have been 
already mentioned in these Notes, but some 
are new. Sir George Mackenzie of Coul 
spoke of the administration of the law by the 
Justices of tihe Peace. 'In this country," he 
said^ '^scarcely one legal sentence has been passed 
for many years, as Uie books of collection will 
testify. This has happened from no other cause 
than the law being considered by tne Justices 
as too severe; in ooosequepce of which they 
have been administering a law of their own. 
Sir GiecM'ge also observed that there was not 
a Justice of the Peace who could say that he 
did not, in his own family, consume illegally- 
made spirits. Mr Mackenzie of Ardross it- 
Glared that hvnd-holders had an interest in not 
carrying the law into effect. "If ei gentleman 
has an estate in the Highlands worth intrinsi- 
caily Jb-400 per annum, he may set it to smug- 
glers, if there are mosses on it to supply fire, 
for the purpose of carrying on illicit distillar 
tion at five, six, or seven hundred pounds; 
whereas, if illicit distillation were suppressed, 
it would immediately lall beck to its ti^ie 
value, and he would lose half his income. Hie 
interest, therefore, of the proprietor to pre- 
vent this is obvious. In like manner the 
owner of a low country arable farm sells his 
barley to smugglers at a rate at least one- 
third higher than he should otherwise obtiun 
for it. Even this year barley has fetched from 
the smugglers in Ross-shire 30s and 32s per 
boll, whue (3ia licensed distillers have bought 
theirs from Montrose at 18i to 20s." The re- 
port bore that the number of distilleries under 
the superintendence of the Inverness OoUec- 
lector was only ten, the largest, 200 gallons, 
the smallest, 4y ; thait the legal distillers were 
on the <lecline; that they could not manufac- 
ture to sell with profit for less than lis per 
gallon of the highest legal strength; that 



1824] File of Inverness Courier, 287 

smuggled ivhiMky was delivered in Inverneas 
at 6fl per gallon. 12 per cent, under proof, being a 
difference of 19 per cent fnim the iegal whiaky, 
which would make the price of the illegal 78 
2d; that it was aometimea aold at 6a; that 
the population of Invemeaa consumed about 
1000 gallcMiB per week, of which a veij amall 
proportion paid duty. "Seizures of illicit 
spirit very frequent; always in very small 
quantities; it ia brought in by women in tin 
vessels, made to fit their shape, and other 
simdl veaaels; never by carte or horaea; de- 
potdts made near the town, when it was divided 
into amall quantities." The report mentions 
only 3 legal distilleries by name, those carried 
on by Oaptain Munro oi Teaninich, by Gkp- 
tain Fraeer at Brackla, and by Mr Harper in 
the county of {Sutherlaiid (probably Clyneliah). 
The Report had been drawn up aome time be- 
fore its pubUcatioD, and formed the founda- 
tion of tne new diatillery lawa of 1823. 

February 26. — ''WilUain Biodie, Esq. of Brodie, 
baa Men appointed by the King to be the 
Lord-Iieutenaat of Ross-ahire.'* — The same 
number oontoina a memoir of the late Charlea 
Grant, taken from a London magazine. 

Ibid. — A meeting was held at Fort- William and 
a Society formed for the purpoae of dissemin- 
ating Christiaa knowledge by means of Sabbath 
Schools, Oircukiing Librariea, and the dis- 
persion of tracts. The Rev. CSiarlea J. Bayne 
presided at the meeting, and Sir Ewen 
Cameron of Fassifem was elected patron. 

March 4. — Two Excise cutters made a capture 
at Kilmuir, near Keasock, of 100 Engliah gal- 
lons of wlusky and five horsea. The whisky 
was sold at the Excise Office at Invemeaa, and 
the horaea were disposed of by public roup at 
tbe rate of 6s a head. 

Ibid. — *The venerable Highlander, Patrick 
Qraot, to wbom hia Majesty two years ago 
granted a pension of one guinea- per week, died 
at Braemar on the lltn ult., in the 111th 
year of bis a^ He expired while sitting in 
his elbow chair, having felt scarcely any pre- 
vioua illness. His pension now devolves on 
his daughter, Anne, during life. It ia thought 
her late father was the omy survivor of tli^se 
who fought at the battles of OuUod^n and 
Falkirk. He was present when the Pretender 
embarked for France." 

March 18. — "Some days ago a plouffhman in the 
service of Mr Lockhart Kinloch, at Knock- 
town of Muirtown, ploughing rather deeper 
than usual, turned up two cannon balla, one a 
six-pound ahot, the other a four-pound ball. 
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both much oonoded ; they have no doabt been 
fired frcm the OuUe, which is exactly op- 
posite and about 1800 yardji distant; a stone 
shot of the sise of a six-poand iron ball, of 
gniiite, and a ImU 16 inches in diameter, of 
granite, encrusted kk the cavities of the stone 
with brick-dust indurated, were some time ago 
found opposite the Citadel, and have probaUy 
been fired from it.** 

Ibid. — ^The solicitors of Inverness gave « dinner 
in the Town Hall, at which Mr Giliean, the 
Sheriff-Substitute, was the chief guest Pro- 
vost Qrant (of Buriit) was in the diair, aod 
Mr Kinloch, Sheril-Clerk, officiated as crou- 
pier. 

March 25. — A melanch(dy drowning accident is 
recorded in this issue. A person engaged in 
building a house, engaged four men from Ghch- 
nahorry to convey stones from Redcastle 
Quarrv. "The boat employed on this occasion 
was old and insecure, and on her return from 
the quarry deeply laden, sank «t a distance of 
about 200 yards from the Redcastle Pier, 
when, melancholv to relate, tlie employer ana 
whole crew perished. Four of these men were 
married, aoa have left widows and a number 
of helpless children to deplore their fate. The 
other was a young man who supposed his 
aged and infirm relatives. The bodies were 
found as the tide retired, and conveyed next 
day to Qachnahanj, where a scene of distress 
ensued among their families and neighbours, 
which we need not describe. Tuesdky last the 
interment of the bodies took place, and a more 
mournful procession was never witnessed' in 
this oraarter." 

Ibid. — ^A. movement began for the amendment of 
the laws relating to salmon fishing. Tlie Oom- 
missiooers of Supply of the county of Elgin 
held a meeting umI passed resolutions on 3ie 
subject. The greatest evil specified was ihe 
want of le^al protection for the fish during the 
breeding time. 

Ibid. — ^The same number reports a Ions debate 
in the House of Commons on the sunject of 
ne£[ro slavery. The Govemmeot proposed a 
series of reforms to ameliorate the condition of 
the negro. 

Awil 1. — ^The death is recorded of the Rev. 
Robert Smith of Cromarty. He was a native 
of Inverness, and was distinguiriied as a pastor 
and preadier. 

April 8.— <<We understand that the beautiful and 
extensive Highland barony of Glenelff, in this 
county, was purchased hmt week in fidinburgh 
by the Rifl^ Hon. Charles Grants M.P.» at 
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£83,000 ileilmg. A few yean suioe Ihe Mine 
ertirte feftdied newly £100,000, vA « vaet 
nun hae einoe been expended in improTemenU 
open it.'* 

Ibid. — County meeting! ocntiniie to be hekt end 
retolntiooe peesed on the rabject of aalmon 
fishing. Ine dutiee on wool were another 
topic before theae meetinga. Hiniateca had 
propoaed to remove aome reatrictiona on trade, 
and mom particnlarly to allow the exporta- 
tion of long woola. Mannfactorera, however, 
were endeaTouring by petitiona "to alter the 
opiniona of hia Hajeat^a ICniatera, and by 
continuing the monopoly they now enjoy to 
porrhaae wool «t their own pricea, aa haa 
hitherto been die caae." This ia the atatement 
of the county of Koaa, which agreed to peti- 
tion Pariiament in favour of the propoaala of 
hia Majeal^a Ifiniatera. 

April 15.— "^e lllagiatratea of Dingwall have 
readily conceded to the inhabitanta of that 
town the free election of Qommisaionera of 
Police, and agreed to aeveral important emend- 
menta aum|rted bv the bvrgeaaea on the im- 
pending Police Bill. TioM ia an indication of 
the lilMral aptrit of the age, and ao esnmple 
worthy of imitation.'' 

April 29.— "Mr Ifadean of thia phM», wko haa 
lately returned from proaecuting haa atudiea 
aa an artiat in Italy, haa in hia poaaeaaion two 
old coina, the eight of which may gratify our 
antiquarian readera. He obtained them at 
Burghead, where 17 of aimilar deaciiption were 
found, the whole depoaited in a hmrn. Thb 
horn, thou^ entire when found, crumbled into 
dnat on bemg ezpoaed to the air. Hie follow- 
ing account of theae ooina ia siven by a gentle- 
man akilled in mattera of antujuarian reaearch : 
'Tour coina moat be of the reign of Edward 
m. The HIeur de li^ ahowa it conhl be no 
earlier, and the work not much later. Tlie 
motto round the reverae aeema to be 'Cmcem 
Exaltat Gloria,' which I have on a gold coin 
of Edward m. Tlie inner legend ia, I think, 
y iUa Ro : Meyron, for the town of Rodieater 
whone they were coined, Meyron, the name 
of the Mint Maater." 

May 6. — ^Petitiona from the countiea of Invemeai 
and Roai prayed the LenBbitnre to be care- 
ful in any interference Uiey made with tJie 
domeatia affaire of the Weat IndSaa Obloniea. 
Theae petiUona apoke of the danger of agita- 
tion amonff the blacka, and of the amount of 
properly that waa imperiOed. The object of 
the Roaa-ahire meeting waa to petition "againat 
a apiiit apparently apreadmg, having n tend- 
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ency to le*d to meuurei whidi maj be pro- 
ductive of the moit disaitrooi coiMeqadnceg. if 
not provided against by the wiedom of Parliar 
ment." Their reeolntiona bore that ''the ad- 
raotMet derived by the United Kingdom from 
the West Indian Ooloniea ere estimated at little 
less than twenty millions sterling, besides the 
value of property oalcnlated ai nearly 130 
milli<Nis." The resolutions of the county of 
Inverness deprecated sudden and violent 
changes, but also declared that "the existence 
of slavery in the West Indian Colonies is an 
evil (A the greatest magnitude," and called for 
the attention of Pariiament with the view of 
the ultimate admission of the blacks to the 
same rights as the rest of his Majeaty^ sub- 
jects; further, "that the measures lately 
adopted by the Legislature for gradually en- 
larging the rights and providing for the re- 
ligious and moral instruction of the slaves are 
eminently deserving oi the cordial and un- 
qualified support of all dasses." 

Ib'd. — ^At the Circuit Court at Inverness, Thomas 
Macpberson was accused of having on the 24th 
July thrown a stone at the Uto Alexander 
Davidson, sawyer at Daltullich, said U> be in 
the parish of Kdinkillie and county of Elgin, 
whereby the said Davidson was murdered. 
Macpherson pleaded not guilty. "On the 
cross-examination of the first witness it came 
out that DaltuUich was situated in the parish 
of Ardclach and ooun^ of Nairn. After a 
learned argument, Lord Pitmilly deoided that 
the objection was fatal to the indictment, and 
the panel was dismissed from the bar.** 

Q>id.^"I>ied, at the Manse of Kildonan, on the 
14th April, the Rev. Alexandtf Ss«e, minister 
of that parish, in the 72nd year of nk age and 
37th year of his ministry." 

Ibid. — ^Notice is taken of the death in March of 
James Mackay, resident at St Louis, in Louisi- 
ana. About fofty years before, Mr Mackay 
had emigrated from Scotland to Canada, and 
becoming engaged in the fur trade, he explored 
the region of Uie upper kkes and the country 
as far west as the Rocky Mountains. After- 
wards he settled in Lnoisiana, then under 
Spanish (Government, and was employed to ex- 
plore tiie country watered by the Missouri 
and its tribntaiy rivers, "a region almost with- 
out a civilised man.** In remuneration for his 
services he received a grant of a large tract of 
land, and was appointed to various offices, in- 
cluding that of IClitary Commandant. When 
Louisiana was ceded to the United States, he 
was chosen to serve in yarious capacities, as 
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Major of Ifilitu^ Judge of a Buitricfe Goorty 
aud member of the L^ulfttare. A tribute » 
paid to tJie character and terricea of Hr Mac- 
kay. 

M«7 13. — The foundation of a new Epiaoopal 
Chapel waa laid at Fortroee on the previoua 
Jb'riday. 

Ibid. — Ihe Ckmvenen of the G6un(y at an ad- 
journed meeting laid on the table a le^er from 
the Lord Advocate enclosing a oommunioation 
from the Board of Exciae inaJating on mora 
vigorous measures for the suppression of ilUcit 
distillation. OoUector Watson stated that the 
Justices sitting at Excise Gourta had no al- 
ternative except to impose a miniiwum fine of 
£20 on offenders, and that in future he would 
insist on this penalty. The meeting drew up 
a series of resolutions showing that from the 
poverty of the -people such fines oould not be 
levied, and that if they were insarted on, the 
jail accommodation wouldl not be sufficient to 
contain the partiea impriaoned at a single Ex- 
cise Court. At a Court which followed immedi- 
ately afterwards there was a large number of 
cases. The Justices in the first case inflicted 
a fine of £3, on which Collector Watoon with- 
drew all the other casea, for the purpose of re- 
porting to the Board of Excise. 

Ma^ 20.— Lord Byron died at Missc^on^ on the 
night of the 19th April, alter an illness of ten 
days. "However far his compatriots may differ 
in their estimate of the moral worth and use- 
fulness of this illustrious person, they are 
at one in the sentiment of mekuuaioly reoret 
for the premature extinction of the most splen- 
did poetical genius that England has pro- 
duced in her latter days." 

Ibid. — "In consequence of different Acta of Par- 
liament, the Heritors of the county directed 
their Collector to make an assessment for the 
necessary for the repair of the military 
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and Parliainentary roads proportionally on the 



prrarietors of houses within the Boyal Burgh 
of Invemefli, conform to their rentals, as liable 
to the property tax in the year 1814, and to 
lev^ the same accordingly; but the burgh 
Heritors resisted the assessment on the ground 
that they were not liable by these statutes, 
which clearly meant to exempt houses in the 
town, and the craestion was carried by them to 
the Supreme (Jourt by suspension. After a 
tedious and expensive litipbtioa the case was 
decided on the 16th inst. m the Second Divi- 
sion, when their lordships unanimously sus- 
pended the Letters and found the suspenders 
entitled to their expenses. By this decision the 
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proprieton of faoaies in the bursh have sot 
free of a heavy anenment intended to be levied 
for 1816 and eubeequent yean." 

Ibid. — ^Notice is taken of experimentB to be car- 
ried out by the Morayshnre Fanner Chib to 
aacertain tiie most profitable kind of winter 
feedinx^ for cattle. The writer adds — ^"Al- 
thou^ this Society have, by a aeries of five 
yearr cattle shows and premiums, from 1812 
to 1816» accomplished a verv considerable im- 
provement in the breeds of bkck oattle and 
drauf^ht hones in the county of Moray— as is 
strikingly obvious to those acquainted with 
the state of that district previously — ^yet they 
ore moat anxious to carry that improvement 
still further; end intend to institute another 
series of cattle shows with the view of exciting 
and keeping up, among i«actioal farmers, a 
spirit of attention and emulation in this gx^aat 
branch of asricnlture/* 

June 3. — ^At tne meeting of the General Aasem- 
biy of the Church of m»tland several members 
of the Presbytery of Inverness were rebuked 
for irregular proceedinss in connection with 
the settlement at Kiltanity. 

Ibid. — ^Proposals were su^^gested at this time for 
paaung a Poor Law Bill for Scotland. The 
**Gouriei^' says: — ^'^In the parish of Inverness 
there is no assessment for the poor, but the 
inhabitants of the town contribute voluntarily 
for the support of an Institution for the Suppres- 
sion of Begging, and from which soup, meal, 
and money are distributed among the neoessit- 
OU& The burden of maintaining the poor is 
thus left upon the benevolent inhabitants of 
Inverness, the proportion of the en)eDse de- 
frayed by the Heritors being very slender in- 
deed." 

June 10. — At the annual meeting of the North- 
ern Missionary Society, held at Inverness, oon- 
tribntions to the amount of £77 14s were re- 
ported. 

June 17.— ''On Tuesday, Peter Scott, from Edin- 
burgh, was elected master of the Latin end 
Greek dasses in the Inverness Academy* in 
room of Mr Oirmiohael, who has been appointed 
one of the masters of the Edinburgh Academy.*' 

June 24. — ^The Wool Market this year opened with 
a very dull tone, but before the dose there was 
an improvement, and most of the stockmasters 
sold. "A great part of tbe Cheviot wool was 
sold at 13s per stimid of 24 lbs. English, at 
short credit, witli a sixpence more per stone of 
reference, depending on the state of the market 
at settling. When credit on bill for a more 
extended time was given, that description of 
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wotA. fetched 14fl per stone. We heard of one 
nnaU lot of eoperior wool from Sutherland 
having been sold as high as 16e per stone. Hie 
wool of the blat^aced sheep sold a little lower 
than the Cheviot, say at !& and 1& 6d per 
doable stone. Tlie abeep market was not quite 
so spirited as that of the wool ; bot a very ocmi- 
sideraUe number was disposed of notwitlistauid' 
ing. One lot of Cheviot wedders sold at 19s, 
and the ourrent prices of the market for this 
sheep were frcm 13s to 17s ; Cheviot ewes, from 
7s 6d to 8s 6d and 9s ; Cheviot wedder hoggs sit 
6s 6d, 6s 9d, and 6s ; and lambs at 4s 6d to 6a ; 
Bhtckfaced wedders brought from 98 6d to ISs 
6d; ewes from 6s to 7s; and lambs from 4s 
to Efl. A contract to the extent of about £1200 
was entered into by the sheep farmers of 
Sutherland with a ffentleman of this town for 
sroearinff materials. 

July 1.— Died at Maltown Cottage on the 27th 
mt.. Captain Gecwge Hac^herson, R.N. He 
entered the navy as a midshipman in 1800, 
served under Lord Nelson, fouffht in the Dar- 
danelles, in Egypt, m the Walcheren Kxpedi- 
tion, and on the attadL on Algiers in 1816. In 
private life his character was hospitable and 
kinfly. ''On the day of his funeral, the gar- 
rison of Fort-Gtoorge testified their respect for 
departed worth by paying, unsolicited, the 
mflitary honours due to his rank; and the 
shopto in Oampbelltown, through which the nro- 
oession passed, were shut. A number of his 
sorrowing friends resolved to erect a monument 
to his memory la testimonv oi their heartfelt 
regard." 

Ibid.— Loni Macdonald died in London on Satur- 
day, the 19th ult. He served some years in 
the 10th Regiment, and afterwards raised a 
corps of Fendbks. He also represented the 
borough of Saltash in Parliament for several 
sessions. Lord Macdonald did much for the 
improvement of his estates. "Convinced that 
the first step towards improvement is to render 
a country accessible, his lordship made, with 
the assistance of Qovemment, uDwaids of 100 
miles of public road, on his own property, in 
the Isle of Skye and North V\nt; subscribed 
largely towards the fonuution of roads in the 
districts leading to those islands, and built 
handsome piers at Kyleakin and Portree, not 
only to promote the trade of those villaires, 
but generally as a protection to shipping in a 
tempestuous sea. As an inducement to him- 
self end his successors to live on their own 
estates, he began a magnificent castle at Arma- 
<(etle^ according to a design by Gillespie, tnd 
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curied it on ao iar towwda oompletioii, and 
embeUiflfaed it with so much taate that it is now 
one of the erea4Mit omamente of the North. 
Hii loidahip^s constant eDdearonn also to im- 
prove tiie manufacture of kelp and introdnoe 
the culture of hemp, to drain the marshes and 
cultivate wastes, to erect ohurdies, mills, and 
bridges, and by every means to |«ovide food 
and employment for the lower oidera, will 
cause his memory to be long oherxshed in the 
hearts of « grateful populadon." It wae Lord 
Haodorndd's boast tkat not a man had been 
compelled to emigrate from his property, and 
that not one tenant bad his goods sequestrated 
from the time his loidship came to tba estates. 
A notice in a subsequent issue says that in 
1817, when there waa actual famine over the 
greater part of the Highlands and Ides, Lord 
Ifaodonald became bound to Qovemment in 
several thousand pounds for supplies of grain 
and potatoes sent to his estaites. 
Jnlv 15.^'llw steam packets throQgfa the Gale- 
donian CSanal, and coaches from the South and 
East, daily bring crowds of strangers to vinit 
the Highlands; and the three steam packets 
and dafly coaches seem to be at present well 
employed." 
August 5.— "On Wednesday, the 29th ult., the 
italvina, bnilt by and belonging to Mr John 
Gordon, was launched off the biu^ of the Cale- 
donian OanaL She is intended for a steam 
packet, and is built on the new principle of 
manifold courses of plankinnr. She draws only 
18 inches of water, notwithstanding which she 
lies very steady and stiff in the water." 
Ibid.— A meeting of the Heritors and Commis- 
sioners of Supply of the County of Roes re- 
solved to establish tolls in aid of the County 
assessment. 
Ibid. — 'Ht Stuart, Younger of Duneam, whilf^ 
passing through Dingwall on h^is wsy to the 
estate of Strathconon. which he bus latelv pur- 
chased, happened to learn tbnt a gentleman 
was ron6ned in the Jail of that town iindfl* 
circumstances which strmiflrlv excited h^s feel- 
in eft Mr Stuart immediaitely lod^ £60 with 
the Mafiistrates of Dingwall and nrocnred the 
prisoner's enlargement. Hie debt was for 
fiSO. What eiAances this humane act is thst 
Mr Stuart never heard of any of the parties 
concerned till his visit to Dinflrwril** 
Anmist 12 •— Oo Thursday, the 5th inst. . Mr Mj»o- 
leod of Gtoanies completed the fiftieth anuiveni. 
arv of office rs Sheriff-Depute of the Counties 
nf Boss and Cromarty, havinir been aoixiinted 
in August 1774, when he was about 30 years 
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of age. Hk aduiniftrataon, it ia stated, had 
been thronghoat diatiDgiiiBhed by great Tiflonr, 
activity, a^d talent The iohabitejite of the 
comil^ had alao been remarkable for their 
peaoernl and orderly conduct. Hie Sheriifa 
fiftieth tuiniyenuiry was celebrated by a public 
dinner given at I>iogwall by the Sheriffs- 
SnbstttQte and procnrators of the Gounties of 
Roes and Gkt>marty. Meetings were alflo held 
at TUn. 

Ibid.— A Justice of Peace QiKirt was held at In- 
verness to determine the question whether they 
had the power to inflict a smaUer D^«3ty than 
£20 for certain offences a^nst Uie distillery 
laws. An offender stood his trial, and Counsel 
appeared for the Oown. The Oburt found that 
according to statute the sum of £20 was the 
minimum penalty, and imposed it accordingly, 
tto alternative beins six months' impriM>n- 
ment. Counsel for toe prosecution stated that 
the object of the Crown was to establisb a pre- 
cedent, and this being a test case, they did not 
insist on the penalties. 

August 19. — A connespondient writes : — ^"At a Jus- 
tice of Peace Court lately held at Broadford, 
in Skye, for the purpose of discussing prose- 
cutioM, at the instance of Mr Burrell, CoUec- 
UiF of Esyise, Oban, the Justices present, 
anxious to put an effectual ston to smuggling, 
imposed a fine of £5 for each conviction fii 
malting cases, and a fine of £100 for eadi con- 
viction in cases of illicit distillation; and 
granted warrants for incarceratinir every de- 
linquent who fails to pay within lyilf a year, 
in the jail of Inverness, for the period of six 
calendar months. The whole d the fines im- 
posed on this occasion, I understand, amount 
together to the enormous sum of £3400." 

August 26. — ^"During the fourteen days immedi- 
ately preceding Monday last, upwards ci 2600 
Highland shearers passed through the Crinsn 
Onnal for the South, in the steamboats Ben- 
Nevis, Comet and Highlander, from the 
inLinds of Mull, Skye, ftc. So crowded was 
the Hiflfhlander on one occasion that she was 
compelled to land a number of the passengers 
H CrinAo, end cause them to walk down the 
bank of the O^nal to Lodigilphead." 

September 2. — ^"The law Vith retrard to fining 
smug(r1ers and the power of Justices being now 
perf*»rtly understood, another serious obstacle 
to the due prosecution of offenders against the 
Rxnse laws has arisen. A few we^ ago in 
D'nflrwall no Justice of Peace anpeared at a 
Court which was summoned, as they could use 
no discretionary power in the exercise of their 
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functionB, and we leam that iii some of tlia 
other neighbouring oonntiefl it is the resolution 
of the Justices to come forwsird and state their 
determination not to act upon the regulations 
of the Act, even at the hazard of beioff struck 
off the Gcmimission. At a Ocrart held nere on 
Tuesday kst, a mat deal of discussion took 
plare, and a nninber of cases were put off on 
the plea of undue services of intimation on 
the delinquente. Three persons were fined in 
the penalty of £20, and a warrant for incar- 
ceration, after much difficulty, was granted 
«Minst one of the men." 

Ibid.— At the anniTersary meeting of the North- 
era Missionary Society, held at Tsin, subscrip- 
tions and ooUections were intimated to the 
amount of £86 l4s. 

September 16— "Died, at Madras, in the East 
Indies, on his way home to Britain, on the 
1st of September l623, Thomas Fraser, Esq. of 
GortUeck, in the Civil Service of the Honour- 
able Ea«t India Company at NeDore.*' 

September 23. — ^At the annual meeting for the 
election of Magistrates, Dr Robertson of Ault- 
naskiach was elected Provost of Inverness. 

September 30. — ^The Common Good of the Burgh 
of Inverness, including tolls, aachorai^, and 
shore dues, was disposed oi this year for £887 
6s 6d. 

Ibid.— "The Right Hon. Lord Maodonald has most 
liberally giren la donation of £50 to the Ncnrth- 
ern Infirmary. This Institution has received 
more money from this noble family than from 
any other whatever, llie late Lord Maodon- 
aid contributed no lees than £200 at different 
tiroes in aid of the Infirmary funds. Lady and 
Lord Macdonsld, accompanied by Provost 
Robertson, virited the Infirmary, and were 
pleased to express themselves in terms of great 
approbation with regard to the appearance and 
maciageroent of the Institution." 

Ibid. — The Northern Meeting opened on this 
29th, "and we have the pleasure to state that there 
scarce ever was a greater concourse of illustri- 
ous company and splendid enui pases witnessed 
in our town." Tlie Marquis and Marchioness 
of Huntly were present. Races were held at 
Dunain. 

Ibid. — Hie Rev. Aleaaiider Stewvrt, late minis- 
ter of the Chapel of Ease in Rothesay, was 
on Thuraday kst adhmitted to tibe pastoral 
oharjre of ihe parish of Cromarty. — On the same 
day the Rey. Mr Hoyes was admitted to the 
peetoral charare of Cbe parish oi Forres. 

Ibid. — At a trial at the Qpcuit Court counsel for 
a female prisoner complained that ^e had been 




i 

! 
ii 

uJ 

1 

i 



1824] File qf Inverness Courier. 2i1 

already oonflned fix months in the prison of 
Tain, a place whioh he described as totally 
unfit for the acocMnmodation of any human 
being. "The floor is of clay, there is no bed 
to lie upon, no fire-place, nothing but the bare 
stone wall. There is a sort of win- 
dow, or rather aperture, in the wall, 
fnained with S^on stanohioos, withc^ 
a pane of glass to protect the unfortunate 
urisoners from the inclemency of the weather." 
l*he presiding Judge, Lord Pitmilly, ascertained 
on enquiry that this statement was not exagger- 
ated, and he sentenced the culprit to be con- 
fined for other six months in the Jail of In- 
vemessj the County of Ross to bear the ex- 
pense. At the same time he urged the Magis- 
trates of Tain and county gentlemen to provide 
a suitable place of confinement. The Advocate- 
Depute said he would report the matter to the 
LoDd Advocate, and if the recommendation frcmi 
the Bench was not attended to, the Magistrates 
of T^un would be compelled to provide a pro- 
p^ jail A paragraph states that the Magls- 
tra^tes of Tain some time previously offered to 
contribute a larse sum ''considering the revenue 
of the burgh" for the building of a new jail, 
but the County would not meet them with 
suitable assistance. 
Ibid. — ^In the same issue there is a notice of Br 
Macculloch's book, a Tour in the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland. Dr Macculloch de- 
scribed the situation of Inverness in apprecia- 
tive and felicitous terms. Of the town itself 
he save: — ^"When I fanve said that Inverness 
is a dean town, and a good-looking town, and 
that it has a handsome bridge, uid that its 
osstle has vanished, and that it possesses the 
best «iid the civilest and cheapest inns in Scot- 
land, and tJiat it has a stee^ to its jail in- 
stead oi to its church, there seems nothing 
left to say about it. But who shall describe 
its situation in ten times that number of 
words ?** After eloquentlv describing the scene, 
he concludes — ^"Those wno have not seen the 
Highland fair washing clothes in the Ness 
have probably seen the same diQ>lay elsewhere ; 
yet tney have not anywhere seen this show 
m greater purity and perfection." Dr Mac- 
culloch made some ill-natured remarks about 
Nairn, which leads his reviewer to say that he 
is quite mistaken. "A more cheerful little 
town with a more plesmit society in and about 
it does not stand in the North of Scotland. 
No stranger who has once enjoyed its hospi- 
tality will be in any haste to quit it, and if 
the Doctor had remained but a few days to 
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breathe the pure, ioTigorating air of Nairn, 
to Jooit upon ita pleasaut marine new*, and 
to cultivate an ao^^uainlauoe with ita inhabit- 
anta, he wottid have got rid of some of thoae 
iil-humoun^ ^® esqveaaion of which often de- 
tracta from the general merit of hia perform- 



October 7.^In tbia iaaue there ia a fuller account 
- of the Northern Meeting. *'The company be- 
gan to arrive in great numbera aa early aa 
iueadaj of Uwt week ; and by Wednesday noon 
our atreeUi were literally crowded with equip- 
agea and vebiciea of every deacription proceed- 
ing to the raoe-ground. The weather on that 
day waa cold and rainy, but on the two follow- 
ing daya it became mdd, clear, and pleaaant." 
Tne gaietiea occupied three full daye. Nearly 
500 penona were preaent at the ball on i^'riday 
night, «ud upwarda of 260 aat down to supper. 
Mr Mackenste of Kilcoy preaided at dtuner 
on Wedneaday, the Hon. Jamea Sinclair on 
Thm-aday, and the Marquia of Uuntly on Fri- 
day. "In the ballroom the Marcmoneaa of 
Uuntly preaided, with mannera ao kind and 
graceful, with a judgment ao correct and in 
acooidiaace with the general feelinga of the 
company, aa to give ^eat aatiafaction. Under 
her ladyaliip'a directiona. the tactioa of the 
dance were arranged wiu the utmoat order, 
mingling in due proportion the graoefulneaa of 
the quadrille with the aprightUneuM of our own 
atrathapeya." It waa atated that thia waa on 
the whole the moat agreeable and aplendid 
Meeting whidi had talun place in Invemeaa 
since the first establishment of the Northern 
Meeting. High expectationa were fonned of 
the next Races, towiarda which large suma had 
been already contributed. A aubacription had 
been opened for erecting a new ataod on the 
race oourae. The Marquia of Huntly and Lord 
Maodonald had each aubacribed a hundred 
guinea*. 

Ibid. — At a Head Court ol the County of Inver- 
neaa, tfae roll ol freeholdera waa reviaed. The 
new roll as made up consisted of aixty-aiz 
voting freeholdera in the Countv. 

October 14.— Aii formerly intimated, the Magia- 
tratea of Dingwall conceded to the inhahitanta 
of that burgh the free election of three Com- 
misaionera to c<M>perate with the Town Coun- 
cil in the adminiatration of the Police Act, 
paased in the last aeaaion of Parliament On 
the 6th inat. the election took pkoe in the 
Town Hall in preaenoe of the Chief Magiatratea. 
Three Commiaaionera were chosen by open poll 
of the inhabitant houaehoUera. ''The aleotion 
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was conducted in the most peaceable and de- 
corouB manner. From this circnmstance it may 
be fairly inferred that no danger whatever 
could result from restoring to the Scottish 
burgesses the right of suffrage, of which they 
have so long been deprived.*' 

Ibid. — ^"Died, at Arbroath, in the prime of life, 
on the 3ra curt., Mr jOavid darey, junior. 
Havine solely devoted his life to literary pur- 
suits, Mr Carev noay be said to have been aa 
author by profession, and his productions in 
this line, both in prose and verse, are numer- 
ous aod possessed of considerable merit For 
a number of years past he was connected with 
the public press in London, where he con- 
tinued to reside till lately, but he returned to 
his native place in hopes of recovering his 
health. Mr Carey for some years conducted 
the Inverness Journal for the late Mr Young, 
and while here published the long descriptive 
poem of Graig-rhadrick," &c. 

Oc^tober 21. — ^An account is ^ven of a discovery 
of an earthen jar containmg a great numb^ 
of coins in a high state of preservation. The 
j ir was found at a depth of about a foot fr<Mn 
the surface of the ground, close by the Grey* 
friars Qiurch-yard in Inverness. The appre- 
hension that the coins would be claimed by the 
Exchequer kep€ the discovery secret for a time, 
but it is stated that boys on the street were 
latterly selling them at threepence each. The 
coins were silver pennies, m any of them Eng- 
lish, of the rei«ns of Henry m., Edward IL, 
and Edward HL, and the rest Scottish, chiefly 
of Alexander m., Robert I., and David II. 'Tt 
is supposed that the jar contained upwards of 
3000 of these silver pennies; but from the 
breaking of the vessel before they were ob- 
served and carting away the mould in which 
they were found, man^ of them must have been 
lost" The hoard, it is stated, must have been 
deposited about the middle of the 14th cen- 
tury, none of the corns being of more modern 
date. The claims of the Exchequer had pre- 
vented other finds from being reported. *^e 
know that a few months aco an old woman 
found a large horn in the hollow Jrunk of a 
tree in the remote district of Arisaig, filled 
with ancient coins, but from the fear of being 
deprived of them, she doled them out at a 
trifle each, and thus have they been lost. Some 
years ago a like treasure, to an unknown 
amount, was discovered in the old Oastle of 
Urquhart, and were instantly sent to the 
crucible or otherwise disposed of for the same 
reasoa We may mention at the same time 
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that the Exchequer very liberally retarned to 
Mr Naughten the gold rod found some months 
ago near the Droid's Temple at Leys/' 

Ibid.— A Ladies' Society representing Easter 
KosB, Oomarty, and Sutherland, held its 
seventh anniversary at Tain on the 15th inst. 
Subscriptions and donations lunounted to £70 
9s. The money was distributed among vari- 
ous missionary and educational societies. 

October 28.— **The representation of the County 
of Inverness will become the subject of extra- 
ordinarv competition at the next election. The 
Right Hon. Charles Grant, the present mem- 
ber, the Ri^t Hon. Lord Macdonold, Colonel 
Baillie of Leys, M.P. for Headon, and J. 
N. Macleod of Macleod have respectively ad- 
dressed the freeholders, anH the canvass is 
proceeding with great spirit on both sides.'* 

Ibid.— "The Muir of Ord (Jattle Market, now the 
most important in all the Northern Oountiee 
of Scotland, held last week, and was well at- 
tended bv dealers from the south country. The 
ready sale of stock at former markets and by 
private bargains, thinned this hist market of a 

eeat proportion of cattle. Still, the number 
ought forward on this occasion was moder- 
ately estimated at 3000, and money exchanged 
for stock must have amounted to a sum of 
from £10,000 to £12,000. A few jobbers 
scoured the country a dav or two before the 
market opened, and bought a number of in- 
ferior beasts, but none of the respectable 
dealers had recourse to this practice. The 
highest price given was for a lot of stots from 
Lord Gower's farm in Sutherlandshire. They 
fetched eleven guineas per head ; some say a 
few shillings more. It is obtain they were 
not less. But these cattle were not ptirchased 
by one of the regular cattle-dealers. The price 
for three-year-old stots ran from £6 to £7 lOs ; 
two-year-old stots from £5 16s to £7 7s. Some 
two-year-old stots belonging, to Lovat brought 
£7 lOs. Inferior two-year-old stots brought 
from £2 ISs to £3 lOs, and one-year-old stots 
of good stamp brought £4. Two fine heifers 
belonging to Mr Jeffirey were sold as high as 
£7 lOs each. Two-year-old heifers were sold 
from £3 to £4. Heifers, however, were not in 
great request at this market, nor was the mar- 
ket for sheep of very great importance. Tlie 
greater part of this description of stock had 
previously been disposed of. Only one lot of 
ffood blackfaced wedders appeared at the mar- 
ket, and were sold at 17b each. Some inferior 
weddiers sold at lOs. Blackfaced ewes fetched 
from 6s to 9s. By the evening of FViday last 
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the Muir of Ord' wu cleax^d of eTenr beast 
brought forward; and coiuBeqiienUy the mar- 
ket held on the laland, near ttan town, on the 
following day, was one where very little busi- 
nesfl was done. This mArket has, indeed, for a 
long time been falling off. It has almost en- 
tirely given way before the Muir of Ord mar- 
ket. 

Ibid. — ^Two Elxcise seizures are reported. One 
oonsiBted of 120 gallons of foreign gin, being 
part of the cargo of a lugger, whioh had been 
successfully pursued by a sloop of war. The 
gin was found concealed under the sand banks 
near Oampbelltown. In the other case a 
revenue party seized five horses, removing up- 
wards of one hundred gallons of smuggled 
whisky in the neighbourhood of Fort-WiUiam. 

Ibid.— A bill for amending the forms of Judica- 
ture in Scotland was at this time under con- 
sideration, and was discussed at county meet- 
ings. The County of Ross declared "that the 
system of administration of justice in Scotland 
is so defective in point of form, and is attended 
by such delay, expense, and uncertainty, that 
a thorough revision of it is highly expedient. " 
On the other hand, ^e County of Elgin de- 
clared 'Hhat in the Court of Seiuion the form 
of process is substantiaUy good"; and the 
macninery of the Sheriff Courta woiked so well 
"that any attempt to improve it cannot be very 
necessary." 

November 4. — ^A meeting of Highland proprie- 
tors was held in Edinburgh to promote the cause 
of Highland education and .make application 
on the subject to Government. One B|>eaker 
said that he was a member of a Society in In- 
verness whi6h had established 30 sdiools; 
another said he was a member of a Society in 
Edinburgh which had established 80 schools. 
Ifr Inglis, W.S., said that Highland proprie- 
tors were more burdened with expense in edu- 
cating the lower orders than proprietors of 
any other part of the Kingdom. He also said 
"he was assured by a Highland gentleman that 
according to the usual mode of conducting edu- 
cation in the Highlands, a Highlander might 
be enabled to read the whole Bible hi Enguah 
without understanding a word of it.*' A letter 
circulated by a Highumd proprietor stated that 
of the male popuuttion in the Highlands not 
above one-third could speak any English at 
all, and not more than one in ten comd read 
or write it. The women were almost entirely 
ignorant of English. *1t iB a peculiar and very 
uifavourable drcnmstance for a ffiriilaoder 
^tuA to instroct him with any effect ne must 
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be taugbt not one language but two. To read 
Gaelic is of no service to him, because there 
are no Oaelic books printed. If taught Eng- 
lidi without Gaelic he learns it by rote with- 
out comprehending the sense." A speaker at 
the meeting said uiat. aa the result of experi- 
ence, he could state tnat a person having once 
been taught to read Gaelic ac(|uired a know- 
ledge of English five times easier than if put 
to learn English at once. Resolutions were 
adopted to further the object of the meet- 
ing. 

November 11. — A meeting of the Society for the 
Education of the Poor in the Highlaads was 
held on the 3rd inst. in t^e Inverness Town 
Hall. There wae a crowded attendance, due 
to the fact that the member for the county, 
the Riffht Hon. Charles Grant, and his brother, 
Mr Robert Grant, were to address the meet- 
ing. Their speeches were characterised by an 
eloquence and fervour which captivated the 
audience, and are commented on in the news- 
paper columns. Among the other speakers 
were Colonel BaiUie of Leys and Provost 
Robertson. The report of the meeting extends 
to four columns. 

November 18. — ^This issue rep<»-tB an almost unin- 
terrupted continuance of wind and rain for 
many weeks. "The River Ness, which has 
been rising for some weeks, attained yesterday 
to such a height as haji not been remembered 
by the oldest inhabitant in town, and now pre- 
sents a magnificent but fearful spectacle. Those 
residing on either side of the river found it 
necessary to protect their houses by raising tem- 
porary embankments for kee^^inff out the water, 
which ia rolling down with such strength and 
rapidity as to create fears for the safety of the 
bridges."' In many districts a large part of 
the crop was not only unstacked, but uncut. 

November 26. — ^'In the year 1796 a letter con- 
taining a one pound note of the British linen 
Company's Bank was addressed by a man in 
this town to J. Macdonald, private. Light 
Company, 78th Regiment, then in England. 
Before the letter arrived at its destination, how- 
ever, Macdonald sailed for India, and the letter 
followed him. From India it followed him 
through the rarious routes of his Company, 
and came back to Inverness about ten years 
ago. Shortly before then Macdonald came 
home, and died at Dochfour. There was, there- 
fore, no claimant for the letter, and it was re- 
turned to the General Post -Office. 'P'rom th'* 
office it was again sent after the 78th Regi- 
ment, followed it, and about ten days ago won 
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tent ba<ik after ICaodonald to InTerneae, still 
oontaining the identical one pound note. It 
is now daimed by the person who despatched 
it, who is still living." 

Ibid. — ^The same issue contains a Ions account of 
the great fire in Edinburgh which destroyed 
the steeple of the Tron Church. 

December 2. — ^An amusing description of the 
Martinmas Market in Inverness is contributed 
by a correspondent. Friday was the great day 
of the fair. '*The whole Highlands seemed to 
have poured forth their crop of live stock, 
biped and quadruped — ^in short, Uiere was life 
in Inverness' for the few short-lived hoiHS of 
the Martinmas Market. Kvery avenue to the 
town presented the most amusing pictures and 
scenes of humour. The 'whiskies, buggies, 
gigs, and dog-carts, curricles and tandems' of 
the highest order, down to the lobans of the 
lowest potato-monger, thronged in 'every lane 
and alley green.' But the town, the town it- 
self, was the srene. Doctors and dancing dogs, 
ladies and lawyers, clerks and cobblers, minis- 
ters and mountebanks, poets and pick-pockets, 
puppies and pedlars, soldiers and sailors swelled 
the motley group. At one end of the town 
one was sure of getting a smearing of butter 
imd a sauash of herrine pickle, while the finish- 
ing touch was reserved for the 8que<»Ke among 
the well-haired blankets upon the Exchange." 
There was a horse market, made up of gar- 
rons "so lost in hair that but for their size 
and want of horns diey might be taken for 
an incursion of the whole colony of Abriachan 
goats." Now-a-days the market has dwindled 
to very small proportions. 

December 9.— A prospectus was issued for the 
formation of a wool stanling company in Scot- 
land. The promoters included several High- 
land proprietors. — A new set of Imperial 
weights and measures came into operation, and 
were set forth in this issue. 

December 16.^The Macdonald controversy, re- 
lating to tiie Chiefship, was the subject of fre- 
quent correspondence. Several letters appear in 
this issue. The controversy was started by 
Glengarry, and became very acute between him- 
nelf, CSanranald, and Lord M^iodonald. 

Ibid. — ^A company waa fonned in Inverness for 
supplying the town with water and lightinff it 
with gas. Hie proposed capital was £10,000, 
a large proportion of whidi had been sub- 
scribed. Provost Robertson headed the mb- 
scription list 

Ibid. — ^An article apnears on Trades Corporations 
in Scottish Burghs. "In these privileged 
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barght," nys the writer. **\vnUm, oomiitiiig 
often of Dot more than liaii-a-<loaeii penom, 
exerciae despotic wwhj in all matters oonoem* 
ing their own craft. Iliej fix high prioee, 
wliieh are not to be deviated from without 
heavy penalties. lliev limit tlie number of 
apprentices, and prohibit by enormous fines 
strangers of the same trade, however skilful, 
from entering within their precincts ; and thus 
at everv avenue shut out the oommunities that 
have tne happiness to possess them from all 
the chances of a fair and free competition.** 

December 23. — Attention is directed to the case 
of certain persons from the Countv of Banff 
brou^t before the Court of Exchequer for 
illicit distillation and having malt and wash in 
their possession contrary to the statute. In 
one case a verdict was found for the Crown to 
the amount of £600; in another, £300; and 
in oth^ two, £100 a-piece. The article ststes 
that the offenders nught lay the account of 
such heavy penalties to the mistaken clemency 
of the Justices of the Peace. If the Justices 
declined to do their duty, offenders would be 
b(rought before the Eikfliequer with results 
such as the above. Hie writer urged Justices 
to perform their statutory functions. 

Ibid. — It is announced that under the Act for 
providing additional places of worship in the 
Hi^fhkin^i, forty new churches were to be 
erected, with stipends attached of £190 a-year. 
"The plans and surveys aro now in furogress, 
under the superintendence of Mr Joseph 
Mit<%ell and Mr James Smith, of this town, 
and it is expected that operations will be com- 
menced* early in spring." 

Ibid. — ^"The subject of railways with steam ear- 
riflfltes at the present moment creates an extra- 
ordinary degree of interest in the southern 
parts oi the Kingdom. *' Some writers spoke 
of vehicles travellmg at the rate of 20 miles an 
hour. Others believed that in the progress of 
improvement a much higher speed might be 
found practicable. 

December 30. — At a meeting of the Society of 
Antiquaries, Mr John Anderson exhibited the 
seals of the ancient BiAops of Moray. 

Ibid. — ^A Society was formed in E<Knburgh for 
amending the system of Church patronage in 
Scotland. The initiatory resolutions were 
moved by Mr (George Sinclair, yr. of Ulbster. 
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NOTE A, 
A J<X)RRES FAMILY OF GRANTS. 



Readers of the foregoing aiuuda must have 
obsenred frequent reference to a family of 
Grants from Forres^ who distinguished themselves 
in the public service. They were a remarkable 
family. The father, Duncan Grant, was born at 
Mullochard, in Strathspey, the seat of a teinch 
of the Clan Allan sept of the Grants. The house, 
an old, quaint buildinff, is still occupied. Duncan 
settled in Forres, conducted a business there, and 
became a prosperous man. He was made Provost 
of the town, and purchased a property in the 
neighbourhood. He married Jean, who is de- 
scribed in an obituarv notice of one of her sons 
as the daughter of Kobert Grant of Kylimore, 
Banffshire, llie Highland Lady, Mrs Smith of 
Baltiboys (daughter of Sir John Peter Grant of 
Rothiemurchus) savs that Mrs Grant was "well 
bom of the Amdilly Grants, and very proud she 
wa« of her lineage." Provost Gkant died in 
178B, leaving his widow with a surviving family 
of ei^ht sons and three daughters, one son having 
died in infancy before his father. The Highland 
Lady says that the widow was known amonff her 
friends as "Mrs Pro," and implies that she had a 
struggle to set out her sons in the wcurld. The suc- 
cess of most of them was remarkable. Two were 
knighted, one became a Judge in the Supreme 
Court of Madras, one a Colonel in the Madras 
Army, and another, Colquhoun Grant, lives in 
the pages of Napier as tne most capable intelli- 
gence officer in the army of Wellington. The 
youngest daugfhter was married to Sir James Mac- 
grigor, a distinguished medical officer, who be- 
came a knight and a baronet. The mother of this 
notable family died at Forres in 1825, and a tomb- 
stone in their burying-place records as follows 
the family history : — 

Sacred to the Memory of 

Duncan Grant, Fsq. of Lingiest<Mi, 

Provost of ForreiB, 

Who died at Bath on the 1st of January 1788, 

Aged 69 years, 

and of 

Mrs Jean Grant, his Widow, 

Who died on the 11th of October 1826, 

Aged 82 years, 

HATing been left with a young and numeroiis 
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family, she devoted herself to the discbarge 

of her duties to them in a maimer that secured 

her the esteem of all that knew her. 

Also their Children — 

Hugh, their 9th son, who died in infancy in 

1782. ^ 

Archibald, their 4th son, Midshipman in the 
Southampton Frigate, who lost his Ufe by 
volunteering a haeardous duty in 1793, aged 
18 years. 

Robert, their 7th son, who died at Forres in 
1795, ajjed 17 years. 

Duncan, their 6th son. Captain in the 78Ui High- 
land Regiment, who fell when gallantly lead- 
ing on the escalade at Ahmedneggor, in India, 
on the 8th of August 1803, aged 26 years. 
He was an officer of great promise, and much 
beloved in that distinffuished corps, in which 
he had served from tlie time of its first en- 
rolment. 

Walter, their eldest sou. Master in Equity of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature at Madras, who 
died there on the 5th of November 1807, aged 
38 years. His memory will be long cherished 
b^ his relatives and a numerous circle of 
friends. He was a dtitiful son, an affection- 
ate brother, and highly eminent in official 
capacity. 

Colquhoun, their 8th son, Lieut. -Colonel of the 
o4th Regiment, and Assistant Quartermaster- 
General of the Army in the Peninsula and 
Netherlands, commanded by the Duke of Wel- 
lington. This distinguished officer was in 
char^ of the Intelligence Department of these 
Armies during the whole of their campaigns. 
He died at Aix-ki/-Chapelle on the &th of 
September 1829, aged ^ years. 

Alexander, their 3rd son, who died 5th Septem- 
ber 1834. 

Lewis, their 5th son, who died 26th January 
1852. 

James Robert, their 2nd son, who died 12th Janu- 
ary 1864. 

J!lizabeth Anne, their eldest daughter (widow of 
Colonel Lewis Grant), who died 7th April 
1850, 

And Jane Duff, their 2nd daughter, who died 
21st June (year indistinct). 

This additional tablet was erected in 1871 by their 

youngest daughter, the only survivor of the 

family. Dame Mary Macgrigor (widow of Sir 

Jamefl Macgrigor, Bart, K.C.B.), who died 
1st April 1872. 

This is a modest record, which avoids mention of 

the honours attained by the sons who survived 

Colquhoun. The names were, of course, inscribed 
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at widely di£ferent dates. In the ''Courier'' of 
October 19th 1826, there is a short obituary notice 
of Mrs ProYost Qrant, which will apnear in its 
place in our Notes, but may be quoted here. It 
IS as follows: — ^"'Died, at Forres, on the llUi 
inst, aged 82, Mrs Jean Grant, relict of the late 
Duncan Grant, Esq., Provost of Forres. ^is 
much-respected lady havins been deprived of her 
valuable husband while tneir numerous family 
were young, had great merit and Batisfaction in 
their prosress in life. It is remarkable that at one 
period of the late war she had not, out of six 
sons in the service of their country, one in 
Europe ; but three of them having accidentally re- 
turned to the parental roof just ptevious to her 
decease, they had the melancholy satisfaction of 
solacing her latter moments and of attending her 
remains to the grave." 

The ei^^th son, Colc^uboun, had the most strik- 
ing career in the family. He must not be con- 
fused with another officer, lieut. -General Sir 
Oolquhoun Grant, who distinguished himself in 
the Peninsula and at Waterloo, and who sprane 
from the Grants of Gartonbeg. The Forres Got- 
ouhoun was a younger man, bom in 1780. 
Through the interest of General James Grant of 
Ballinaalloch, he obtained in 1795 an ensignc^ in 
the 11th Foot, before he had completed ms l6th 
year. He was, however, allowed to remain in a 
military school near London until, in the follow- 
ing year, he obtained bis lieutenancy. His 
special aptitudes were brilliantly shown in the 
Peninsular War. By his facility for acquiring 
languages, his facultv for ingratiating himseu 
with the peasantry and obtaining their confidence, 
and his wonderful shrewdness, tact, and skill in 
discovering tfaejplans of the enemy. Grant became 
an Intelligence 6fficer of extraordinary expertness 
and resource. Manjr of his adventures were of 
the most romantio kind. As he always wore his 
uniform he could not be regarded or treated as a 
spy. A good account of his services, 
though necessarily abridged, appears in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. The late Sir 
Felix Mackenzie, Forres, was j[ood enough to 
send us a series of Notes, which be received 
from an old lady, a relative of the Grants, who 



died some years aso, upwards of ninetv years 
of age. This laov did not know who had 
written the Notes, but they are interesting and 
characteristic, and were probably jotted down 
from personal reminiscences. The <^>»iing pas- 
sage may be quoted : — 

"At one period of the time when the British 
army ocoupied the heights of Torres Vedras, a 

33 
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■oareity of pioTinoiu begu to be felt oving to 
contrary winda and non-arriTal oi mido trana- 

E porta. A group of officera of the 11th Ba^iment 
g on the ground were conTeraing on thia aub- 
» when one of them, a Oaptain of the Liffht 
ipany, aarpriaed them b^ an offer to find bia 
way to the diatant mountaina (if he could ob- 
tain leaTe), and procure auppliee for the troopa 
both of cattle and corn. The army of the enemy 
under liaaaena hiy between them and the anow- 
capned mountaina he pointed to, but the offer waa 
maae by our friend Oolquhoun Qrant, and there- 
fore not to be lishtly treated. The llUi Regi- 
ment came from Maderia to Portugal, and whiM 
atationed at the fonner place Grant had learned 
the Portuffueae language. He had alao gained 
aome knowledge of the country he waa now ffoing 
to explore alone, in the course of aenrioe with his 
regiment, before the army fell back on the formid- 
able lines where they now defended Lisbon. 

"In & couple of days Orant started, Lord Wel- 
Unffton havmg previoualy had aome oonyeraation 
wiui him, giving him leave of absence and a com- 
mand of money. He completely succeeded in his 
daring enterprise. He got to the mountainoua 
district, and there stationing himself, he com- 
pletely drained the country of all its surplus pro- 
duce and got the same safely tmnaported round 
the flank of the French army into the British 
camp. Bv means of hia old mends, the Labra- 
dores of the neighbouzhood, the intelligence soon 
spread where ready money waa to be Sad for all 
the grain and the sheep and oxen that could be 
spared, and for davs long traina of mules Uden 
with the f<»mer and thousands upon thousanda of 
the latter came winding up the passes from the 
country beyond to Grant's snug atation on Uie 
mountaina. He thus restored plenty to our camp 
by exhausting the reaourcea of the enemy, which 
made Majwena leave Portugal and rendered his re- 
treat so diaaatroua. 

"Thia, I think, waa the first service which 
brought Grant into notice and gained him the 
entire confidence of Lord Wellington, who ever 
afterwarda entertained a strouff personal regard 
for him. The tact and talent he hod displayed 
in thia instance immediately gained him rurtner 
employment, and he was sent off to w»tch the 
enemys movements as they continued hovering 
about. He sent off daily (sometimes hourly) in- 
tdliffeuce to headquarters, wbich frequently waa 
of the utmost importance to the Gommander-in- 
CSiief, and was always delivered into his own 
handa by his express orders, that no time might 
be lost by ita passing through the ordinary chan- 
nela of offidal communication." 
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The writer goes on to saj that in the houses of 
the farmers Grant always met with the kindest 

Etion, and snoh was his reliance on their 
faith that after sapper he sometimes joined 
nr danoes, and afterwards went to bod and 
slept soundly within a hundred yards of a French 
sentry or videtie. "He was practically ao- 
qnainted with the whole construction of the 
French army through all its divisions and sub- 
divisions. He even knew the uniform of every 
French regiment in the country, and was always 
provided with a sood telescope and maps." 
Napier describee Grant as possessing "the 
utmost daring so mixed with subUety of 
genius and lx>th so tempered with discretion, 
that it is hard to say which quality predomi- 
nated." In another passa^ he speaks of him as 
"this generous and spirited and yet gentle- 
minded man." Napier gives a detailed account 
of Grant's capture by the French Marshal, 
Marmont, and the series of incidents that 
followed. Marmont seemed to be in doubt of 
his identity. There was a spy named John 
Grant in the service of Wellington, a man in his 
own line of extrardinary astuteness. The French 
Marshal appeared to admit that Colquhouo Grant 
had been captured in uniform, and was entitled to 
consideration, but he was desperately anxious toget 
rid of him. He therefore exacted a special parole 
that he would not consent to be released b^ the 
guerilla bands on his journey through Spain to 
France. " But Marmont also sent a letter with 
the escort to the Governor of Bayonne, in which, 
still labouring under the error that there was only 
one Grant, he desianated his captive as a danger- 
ous spy, who had done infinite mischief to the 
Frencn army, and whom he had only not executed 
on the spot out of respect to somethin£[ resembl- 
ing a uniform which he wore at the time of his 
capture. He, therefore, desired that at Bayonne 
he should be placed in irons and sent up to Akris." 
Grant got wind of the contents of this letter, and 
so managed that its delivery was delayed, and 
that he was enjoyinff a pleasant trip to Ftois in 
company with a iPrench officer before the 
Governor of Bayonne could intercept him. At Plaris 
he had an agreeable time, and then found means 
to move down to the mouth of the Loire, and 
to have himself transferred by French fishermen 
to a British ship. The last part of the adventure 
was the most exciting and dangerous. The 
whole stonr may be read at length in Napier's 
History of the Peninsular War, but is too 
long for quotation here. When Grant 
reached England he obtained permission to 
send back in exchange a French officer of equal 
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nak with himself. He then returned to the 
PeniniolA ^'and within four monthii from the 
date of hifl first oapture was ftgain on the Tormes 
watching Marmont*s army." There is little cause 
to wonder that Wellington placed great confidence 
in him. Meanwhile his poeit ion on the British stafl 
was that of Deputy Assit-taut Adjutant-General 
After his esca^je he was employed as Intelliflence 
Officer during the rest of the Peninsular War. 
lie became brevet Lieutenant Colonel and Major 
in his regiment in 1814. 

When the Waterloo Campaign begin, the Duke 
of Wellington at onoe availed himself of Colqu- 
honn Grant's services, placing him in ohargs <^ the 
Intelligence Dopartmet.t of the Army with the 
rank of Assistant Adjutant-Gtoneral. lu this 
position Grant did admirable work. He actually 
sent to Wellington information of Napoleon's in- 
tention to fisbt in the neighbourhood of Water- 
looj though by a blunder — if blunder it can be 
called— on the part of another officer, the measaoe 
was not deliverad to the Duke until the battle 
had begun, 'i he storv is told in a paper drawn 
up by Sir William Kapier, and published in 
Napier's Life, edited by his son in-law Lord 
Aberdare. The paper was forwarded by Sir 
William to the Duke of Cambridge in the hope 
that it would be useful to Colquhoun's son. We 
quote the passage in question : — 

''When Napoleon returned from Elba, the Doke 
instantly called Grant from the Military College 
at Famnam to Belgium to take charge of the in- 
telligence department. Before a week had passed 
he discovered and engaged a man and his wife, 
people peculiarly fitted for his purpose, to go to 
Pans as spies ; from thence they transmitted con- 
stant aad sure intelligence, having by some means 
access to the French Bureau de la Guerre. On 
the 15th June this man sent a note which I have 
seen noted thus by the Duke of Wellington in his 
own hand : — lleceived from Grant, June 18th, at 
11 o'clock,' that is to say, just as the battle oi 
Waterloo was commencing. This document and 
its story is remarkable. Had it been received, as 
it ought to have been, two days before the battle, 
no surprise ol the allies could have happened, 
and the great battle would probably have been 
fought and easily won on the banks of the 
Sambre. The contents ran in substance and I 
think nearly in words, besidee a great deal of 
minor information — l/es routes sont combr^es de 
troupes et de materiel, les officiers de toutes trades 
parlent haut que la grande bataille sera livr^ 
avant irois Jours.' 

"Why was this important notice withheld from 
the Duke until it was too late? Grant was far 
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in adTance of the BriiiBh. ontpoits to be near hii 
agenta ; other agents were employed by the Duke 
in variouB directiona, and to ensure the regralar 
transmiasion of their reports, Qeneral Doim>ery 
was placed at Conde (I tnink) aa an intermediate 
authority. That General mistook his position, 
and fancied he was to j.udge of the importance 
and Talne of the reports. Hence, on receiving 
Grant's important letter, he sent it back, saying 
that, so far from convincing him that the Emperor 
was advancing tar battle, it assured him of the 
contrary. Grant instantly conveyed the letter 
direct to the Duke, but it only reached him on 
the field of Waterloo 1-^too bte to be useful, but 
furnishing a convincing pro<^ of Grant's great 
talent ; for never was intelligence more oomfrfete, 
more exact, or more important, procured for a 
General in such grave circumstances." 

At a later date Grant was promoted Lieutenant- 
Colonel of the 54th Foot. He commanded a 
brigade during the first Burmese War, and was 
made a C B. In Burraah, however, he contracted 
a fever, and his health broke down. He sold out 
of the service in 1829, and died the same year at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, where a monument was erected 
to him in tne Protestant cemetery. In his later 
years, we fear, he suffered from disappDintment. 
Tardy promotion, combined with exile and fever, 
was poor recognition for the services he had 
rendered. 

A few words may bo given to other members of 
the family, culled in part from notices in thepages 
of the ''Courier." Colonel Alexander Grant, 
C.B., died in 1S34. We have been unable to 
trace any particulars regarding him beyond the 
f«ct that he was a distinguished Madras officer. 

General Sir Lewis Grant died 26th January 1852. 
He entered the army in 1704 as Lieutenant in the 
97th Regiment, and his other commissions are 
dated as follows: — Captain in 1796, Major in 
1802, Lieutenant Colonel in 1804, Colonel in 1813, 
Major-General in 1819, Lieutenant-General in 
1837, and General in November 1851. He served 
with Sir Ralph Abercrombv in the West Indies, 
and in 1820 was appointed military governor of 
the Bahama Islands. In 1831 he was knighted, 
and in 1839 became Colonel of the 96th regi- 
ment. 

Sir James Robert Grant, C.B., K.H., died 12th 
January 1864, at Basford, near Nottingham. 
Bom at Forres in 1773, he was in his 91st year. 
The obituarv in the " Timea" says that he served 
as a medical officer of the army throughout the 
whole of the European war, ana was chief of the 
medical department at Waterloo. He was one 
of the few who served in the first and last 
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oftffipaiffDi of the wmr, namely that of 1708 and 
that of 1815. He received the order of 8t Anne 
of RoMia from the Bmperor Alexander ia perton 
for hie eenrioes to the Rnmian army in France 
an<ler Count Wonyniow. 

The yoongeftt daughter of the family, Mary, 
waa, aa we nave 0atd» married to Bur James 
Maogrigor, M.D., a diBtingaished army sorgeon. 
bom at Cromdale, Invemeu-shire, in 1771; died 
in 1868. He waa the eldeet son of Golquhoon 
Macgriffor, merchant in Aberdeen, by his wife 
Anne, daughter of Lewis Grant of LethMidry, 
Strathspey. Macgrigor entered the army as a 
surgeon in 1793; saw service in various parts 
of the world and rose rapidly; in 1811 was 
appointed chief of the medical staff of Welling- 
ton's army in the Peninsula, and was with the 
army from Ciudad Rodrigo, to Toulouse. In 
1814 he was knighted. Wellington said of him~ 
*'He is one of the most industrious, able, and 
suocespful public servants I have ever met with.*' 
In 1815 Sir Jamee was appointed Director-General 
of the Army Medical Department, and held the 
post until 1851. Sir Jamee originated two 
oenevolent societies in connection with the Army 
Mediosl Service which have proved highly suc- 
cessful. He was also the author of numerous 
publications. Sir James was created a baronet 
m 1890, and died in 1858 aged 87. His widow 
died in 1872. 

There are few families which can show such a 
record as the family of Provost Duncan Grant, 
of Forres. Yet in the resion where they were 
bom only a man here and there knows that they 
ever lived ! Sic trwint. 
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NOTE B. 
THE ANGLO-INDIAN GRANTS. 



GHABLBS OBAirr. 

HigManderB must excuse us for the head- 
ing of this note which treats of Charles 
Grant, of Indian fame, and his sons, Lord 
Glenelg and Sir Robert Grant. They were 

Sennine Highlanders by long descent, but 
le name Anglo-Indian has come into com- 
mon use and has an undei^stood meaning. 

Cliai'les Grant, the elder, was a man of re- 
markable talent and character, who carred 
ont for himself a career of eminent useful- 
ness and dignity. His portrait adorns the 
Gomt-House of Inverness Castle, painted by 
Raebuin at the cost of his admirers in the 
county which he long represented. In our 
Northern Notes Charles Grant's name repeat- 
edly occurs during the first twenty-three years 
of the nineteenth centmy. As one of the 
Directors of the East India Company and for 
a time Chairman of the Board, ne possessed 
an influence which he exercised for the 
benefit of the Eastern population under 
British sway, and for the promotion of 
relision. He was the friend of Wilbeiiorce, 
of ^tchary Macaulay (the father of Lord Mao- 
aulay), and of other eminent men. He would 
probably have been Gk>vemor-General of 
India if he had not been obliged by family 
reasons to return home in middle life. it 
was through his exedions that India was 
opened to missionary effort, a policy that 
the Company long opposed. He took an 
active part in promotmg the construction of 
the Caledonian Canal and opening up the 
Highlands by the construction of roads, and 
he gave valuable assistance to the cause of 
education. Through his patronage , many 
young Highlanders found openings in the 
East. He was a man of strict integrity and 
of indomitable pwpose, broad-minded, clear- 
sighted, and of great administrative ability. 
His life, unfortunately, has not been 
written at any length. There is 
an interesting account of him, how- 
ever, in Dr George Smith's book, ''Twelve 
Indian Statesmen," and another in the 
Dictionary of National Biography. Refer- 
ences to his family are to oe found in Mr 
WilUam Maokay's History of Ur<|uhart an4 
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GlenmoriBton. Shortly after his death a 
sketch of his career appeared in a London 
magasine calledl the '*ChriBtian Guardian," 
which was partly reproduced in onr columns 
at the time. Some of his speeches are re- 
ported in old newspaper files. We believe 
it is possible that a oiography of him may 
yet be published, but meantime something 
may be said here of himself and his family 
in supplement to what has appeared in previ- 
ous pages. 

Charies Grant was bom at the farm house 
of Aldourie on the 16th of April 1746, the 
day of the battle of CuUoden. His father, 
Alexander Grant, fought at the battle on the 
side of Prince Oharles. and was wounded. 
It is sometimes said that he was killed, but 
this was not the case; on the contiary, he 
' was very much alive and active during the 
retreat as well as on the battlefield. On 
account of his skill with his wei^on, he was 
known as the Swordsman. Alexander was a 
scion of the Shewglie branch of the House of 
Grant, and tenant of the farm oi Easter 
Inchbrine, or Balbeg, in Glen-XJrquhart. He 
was an applicant for the post of forester on 
the XJrquhart estate when the troubles in 
the Glen broke out, but forfeited his claim 
by joining a contingent for the Prince's army. 
The Chief of Grant favoured the Han- 
overian side, but many oi his clansmen in 
Glen-TJrquhart acted against his wishes. The 
contingent above-mentioned was led by two 
of Shewglie's sons, Robert and Alexander, 
cousins of the Swordsman. The ardent 
tenant of Balbeg had a brother named 
James, who was so badly wounded at Culloden 
that he died in his aimt's house at Cradlehall 
a few hours after his flight from the field. 
The Swordsman himself, thou^ wounded in 
the head, not only escaped, but helped others 
on the way. Mr Mackay writes : — 

''He [Alexander] saved Somerled Dubh Mac- 
donaJd by severing a tzx>oper's arm whidi was 
raised to strike mm. Wishinff to avoid the 
streets of Inverness, he and his oompanioxus 
passed by the town, and forded) the Ness above 
the Ifllands. William Macmillan, from the 
Braes, was being hard-prcssed in mid-stream by 
a trooper, when Grant stole bdiind, and with a 
stroke of his swofdl brought horse and rider into 
the water. His next stroke deft the EngU^- 
man's head in two." 

i^lexander made good his escape, but was 
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obliged to remain m hiding for two yean. 
His little property^ says Dr Smith, was 
ruined by depredations. At a later date, 
like many otner Highlanders, he took ser- 
vice under the Government which he had 
resisted at CuUoden. ''As a Volunteer with 
the prospect of a commission, which he 
obtained, he joined one of two Highland 
regiments raised to reinforce the army in 
America, and at the siege of the Havana held 
a small fort through the extremes of famine 
tiU he was reliievea. His solitary wife was 
helped to brins up her children by Grant of 
Shewglie, the head of the family, whose own 
father had died in prison, a victim of the 
rebellion." We have found no record of the 
death of Alexander Grant, which probably 
took place abroad. His wire, Margaret Mao- 
bean, removed to the house of her father, 
who was tenant of the farm of Aldourie, when 
her husband joined the Prince's army. There 
accordingly Charles Grant was born, as we 
have said, on the day of the battle of Onl- 
loden, and was named after the Prince. It 
may be mentioned that nearly twenty years 
afterwards^ Sir James Mackintosh was bom 
in the neighbouring mansion-house of Al- 
dourie. 

The family seems to have soon returned 
to Glen-XJrquhart. Toung Charles received 
the first part of his education at the school 
of Milton, in Urquhart, founded by the 
Societv for the Propagation of Christian 
Knowledge. He was next sent by a relative 
to a school at Elgin, and had just left it, at 
the age of fourteen, when he was recom- 
mends to William Forsyth, a merchant and 
shipowner in Cromait^, wno happened to 
pay a visit to his Elgin kinsmen. The life 
of Forsyth has been written by Hugh Miller. 
He had sei-ved for a short time in a counting 
house in London, but returned on the death 
of his father to Cromarty, where he carried 
on an extomve business and exercised con- 
siden^le influence in the district. Forsjrth 
himself had experiences in connection with 
the rising of the '45. He had been taken 
prisoner by a party of Highlanders who 
visited Cromarty, and kept for a day or two 
at Inverness belore being liberated. From 
a neighbouring hill he witnessed the smoke 
of Culloden. Mr Forsyth was a man of 
capacity and education, and treated his 
young assistant with great kindness. Miller 
says that Mr Forsyth furnished Charles 
Grant with books, introduced him to his more 
intelligent and influential friends, and h^ped 

84 
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him with his purse and his advice. In this 
situation he remained for about five years. 
Then at the age of nineteen Charles went to 
London to enter the counting house of Alex- 
ander Grant, one of the Shewglie brothers 
who fought 07 the side of his father at Cul- 
loden. In the intei*yal Alexander had been 
in India serving under Clive, and had re- 
turned to London to carry on business as an 
East India merchant in Bedford Bow. In 
1767, at the age of twoity-one. Charles set 
out for Bengfi, with what ooject is not 



clearly told : but no doubt bearing recom- 
mendations rrom his London relative. His 
character and talents appear to have impressed 
those with whom he came into contact at 
every period of his life. Soon after his 
arrival in Bengal he was selected for em- 
ployment by Richard Becher, a mem- 
ber of the Indian Council, who was anxious 
to obtain qualified and trustworthy subordi- 
nates. Urant's services were of immense 
value in the terrible famine of 1769-70, which 
taxed to the utmost all the resources of the 
Government. Here we may quote a passage 
in which Dr Smith sets forth the chief points 
of his career: — 

"Oharies Grant saw and mitigated the greatest 
famine on record, which swept off four millions 
of human beings in Bengai, Behar, and Orisaa. 
He purged the Company's ffovemment of abuses 
at toe worst period of its history. A frieod of 
the great missionary, Schwartz, and succourer 
of Kiernander, the first Protestant missionary 
to Benffal, he helped William Carey to Beram- 
pore, he Sent out the evan^ical chapliuns 
through Simeon, he founded Haileybury GoUege, 
he was the chief agent in the institution of the 
Church Missionary and Bible Societies, he fought 
for the freedom of the African slave as wisely 
as for the enlightenment of the caste-bound 
Hindu. He was tlie authority from whom Wil- 
berforce dierived at once the impulse and know- 
ledge whidh gained the first battles for tolera- 
tion in the East India Company's Charters of 
1793 and 1813. Above all, Qiarles Grant wrote 
in 1792 the noblest treatise on the Asiatic sub- 
jects of Great Britain, and the means of im- 
proving their moral condition, which the Eng- 
lish hinguage has even yet seen. Printed by the 
House ol Commons in 1813, that, too, is for- 
gotten like Its author. Biit in both the historian 
of the civilisation of our Indian Empire will le- 
cogidse the most zemarkable factors of the pio- 
gress and the liappineBs of a population amouQt- 
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ing a oentary later, to two himdnd «ud eighty- 
•ix inillioiu ol human beings." 

Most of what is mentioned in this passage 
was to come at later stages of his life, bat 
Charles Grant becune early acquainted with 
the horrors ci famine on an unexampled scale. 
A young man of three and twenty, still new 
to his post in Bengal, he was called upon to 
assist his chief in tne terrible calamity which 
fell upon the province. X^ight and day they 
laboured for the relief of the people, saving 
many lives, thoug^i many also perisheoT 
Painful as the task was, tiie experience no 
doubt played an important part in develop- 
ing Grant's administrative powers. His 
health broke down under the strain, and in 
the end of 1770 Grant sailed for England. On 
his return he wrote a defence of Becher, who 
had been traduced by the French rivals of 
the Company for his conduct in connection 
with the famine. During his stay at hcnne 
Grant married Jane, daughter of Thomas 
Fraser, a younger son of the Balnain 
family. As a writer on the Bengal 
establishment, he returned with Ms wife 
to India, arriving at Calcutta in June 
1778. On his way out a friend who accom- 
panied him. Lieutenant Fergusson, was killed 
in a duel wnich he was forced to fig^t at Cape 
Town, and Grant insisted on an investigar 
tion, which made the case famous. The next 
seventeen years of his Ufe were spent in 
India. During the greater part of the period 
Warren Hastings was Govemor-GeneraL and 
placed high value on his services. As Factor 
and Secretary to the Board of Trade, Grant 
showed so much ability that Hastings, in 
course of time, f^ve him the prise of tne ser- 
vice as commercial resident in charge of the 
Silk Manufactory at Malda. Here he not 
only enjoyed a large salary, but was entitled 
to certain commissions which enriched him 
so rapidly that he became sensitive on the 
subject. To satisfy his own feelinj^, he 
asked the Gkyvemor-General to have his pri- 
vate books examined along with his public 
accounts. Lord Comwalus, who was now 
at the head of affairs, made a careful investi- 
gation, and returned the books with an 
official expression that he wished all servants 
of the Company were equallv scrupulous. At 
the same time his lOTdafaip promoted him 
to the <^rect superintendence of the whole 
trade of the Company in Bengal. In this 
position Grant detected and exposed a series 
of fraudulent practices, which were hi^vhlv in- 
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jurious to the interests of the Ck)mpany. In 
x790 the state of his wife's health obh^ed 
him to return home. Dr Smith sayi that un- 
less he had taken this step, he would cer- 
tainly in a few years have been made Gover- 
nor-General instead of his friend and junior. 
Shore, afterwards Lord Teif^miouth. "Lord 
CornwalUs declared his services to be so essen- 
tial to the interests of the Government that 
for any less urgent reason he would have in- 
sisted on his remaining in India." 

Having settled at Clapham, near London, 
Grant, in 1792, wrote an essay entitled 
^'Observations on the State of Society Among 
the Asiatic Subjects of Great Britain." For 
a time he kept it beside him in manuscript 
as an expression of his mature convictions 
and a guide to his conduct. In 1793 he was 
elected a Director of the East India Com- 
pany, and in 1797 laid his treatise before his 
colleagues. Though they did not share his 
views they availed themselves of his talent as 
an administrator. By his knowledge of busi- 
ness he introduced reforms which saved the 
Company large sums in freightage. An effort 
was made by some interested persons to pre- 
vent his return to the Directorate ; but they 
failed so completely that the attempt was not 
renewed. In 1802 Grant was elected Mem- 
ber of Parliament for his native county of 
Inverness. In 1804 he was chosen Deputy- 
Chairman of the Court of East India Direc- 
tors, and Chairman in 1805. Four times he 
was chosen to one or other of these offices. 
In 1813, in connection with the renewal of 
the Company's Charter, Grant/s treatise on 
Indian affairs was laid before the House of 
Commons, by whose orders it was printed. 
His policy was to introduce light and civilisa- 
tion to India through four channds; via., 
hjr the En|2^sh language and literature; by 
tne mechanical science of the West; by im- 
proved modes of af^culture \ and by the dif- 
rusion of the Christian reh^on. He was 
entirely opposed to the anti-missionary spirit 
which had characterised' the Company. In pre- 
vious years he had checkmated their intoler- 
ance by encouraging the Danish missionaries 
at Serampore, and by having chaplains of an 
evangelical spirit sent out to Bengal. 'In 
1813 he triumphed in the Charter which not 
only organisea a double establishment of 
bishops and chaplains for the British settlers 
in India, but practically allowed missionaries 
and teachers free access to the natives, and 
granted funds for the enlightened education 
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of the people." Vean, however, had to pass 
before some of his ideas were carried into 
praotioe. 

Tiie re%ioiis character of Charles Grant is 
apparent from what has been written aboTe. 
Hugh Miller traces his piety to early impre&- 
sions received at Cromarty. However this 
may be, his character seems to have received 
its final stamp on his second voyage to India 
in 17/3, when he made ine acquaintance of 
the Danish missionary, Schwartz, followed 
soon afterwards by communication with a 
Swedish evangelist named Kiemander. 
Grant's piety was of that deep and 
pervading kind which influences the whole 
life and conduct. So far as it was possible 
to do so. ue fostered religious work during 
his residence in India. The "Christian 
Guardian" in 1824 says: — ^''He contributed 
500 rupees towards the buildine of St John's 
Chm'cn in Calcutta, and assisted in procuring 
valuable materials from a distance. When 
the Protestant Mission Church was in 1787 
placed unuer sequestration bv the Sheriff of 
Calcutta to answer for tlie debts of its pro- 
prietor, Mr Grant nobly stepped forward, 
advanced from his purse the sum of 10,000 
rupees [about £1250], at which the church 
was valued, and immediately placed the pro- 
perty, thus secured from desecration, in trust 
for sacred and charitable purposes for ever, 
constituting Mr W. Chambers, the Bev. 
David Browne, and himself as the first 
trustees. But for this large pecuniary sacri- 
fice, the services of Mr Browne would very 
probably have been lost to India; and the 
great and effectual door opened to the labours 
of a Buchanan, a Thomason, and many others 
mi{i^t have remained effectually closed." The 
Mr Browne here mentioned was an earnest 
and devoted chaplain of the Church of Eng- 
land. On his return home, Mr Grant as- 
scciated himself with the religious and phil- 
anthropic work of Wilberf oroe and his friends, 
to whom he was an inspiring and directing 
force. In the same spint he encouraged and 
assisted religious work and the planting of 
new churches in the Highlands. The late 
James Suter states that Sunday schools were 
first established in Inverness by Charles 
Grant. Another authority says that 'lie in- 
troduced Sunday sciiools in Scotland, and 
for 20 years personally supported two of 
them." There may bne some confusion in 
the latter sentence lietween Scotland and the 
Highlands. Grant for many years attended 
St John's Chapel, Bedford Bow, the head- 
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qvMit&n of the erMumlioal party in London. 
The inoombent, the fier. Daniel Wilson, who 
preached his funeral sennon, dwelt speciaUy 
on his friend's uprightness, his love m 
justice, his diligence and activity, his spiri- 
tuslity of mind, and oonsistencrF of oonduct. 
In 1882, rnainlj through the influence of Mr 
Qrant's sons, Lord GleneUt and Sir Robert, 
Mr Wilson was appointed Bishop of Oaloutta. 
Both in this country and in India Bishop 
Wilson had a high reputation for eloquence, 
BeaL and usefulness. 

Charles Grant became proprietor of the 
estate of Watemish, and represented the 
county ol InTeiiiess from 180Sf till 1818^ re- 
tiring in the latter year in favour of his 
eldest son. He promoted the scheme for 
the construction of the Caledonian Canal and 
roads and bridges in the Highlands, and was 
active in every public movement for the wel- 
fare of the district. He was a fiiend of Sir 
J. P. Grant of Bothiemurchus, who was then 
an active politician (he sat for Grimsby), and 
took a prominent part in county affairs. Sir 
John's daughter says — *Th9 North country 
owed Charles Grant much; we got cana!s, 
roads, bridges, cadetships, and writershipa, 
in almost undue proportion." It may safely 
be said, however, that no one received any 
appointment whose qualifications would not 
bear scrutiny. Grant natmidly favoured the 
people whom be knew and respected. In 
Parliament he favoured the Oatholio claims 
for emancipation, and opposed the warhke 
policy of Lord WeUesley m India. His prac- 
tical sagacit:^ seems to have been his most 
conspicuous intellectual feature. With the 
insight and wisdom of a statesman, he left his 
marK on the conduct of Indian affairs. Dr 
Smith says that he anticipated men like the 
Lawrences and their school, making it pos- 
sible for them to become what they were. 
Grant also possessed no small share of literary 
power, though he did not aspire to be a 
writer. His last years were ment in a house 
in Bussell Square, London, where he died in 
October 1823. He left three sons, of whom 
two, Charles and Bobert, became eminent. 
One of his daughters was married to Samuel 
March Phillips, some time Under-Secretary 
of State for the Home Department, and 
the oiJier to Patrick Grant of Lochletter and 
Bedcastle. Qiarles Grant's widow died in 
1827. 
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LOAD OUNSLO AKD SIB BOBEBT OBAHT. 

The ions of Charles Grant, senior, who 
acqnired dutinotion were Charles and Robert, 
the elder bom in 1778 and the yottn<'er in 
1779. They were bom in India, and oame 
home with their father in 1790. Together 
they were entered as students of Ma^alene 
College, Cambridge, in 1795. In 1801 Charles 
was fourth wrangler and senior Chancellor's 
modallidt; Robert was third wrangler and 
second Chanoellor's medallisb. It was a 
singular distinction for two brothers to be so 
closely asaociated in the honours' list of the 
same year. The senior wran^er was Heniy 
Martyn, afterwards the famous missionary. 

Let us follow, in the first instance, the 
career of Charles Grant. In 1802 he giined 
the Members' Prize for a Latin essay, and 
was elected to a fellowship at his CoUese. In 
1806 he won a prise offered by CSaudius 
Buchanan, of the Fort- William College in 
Bengal, for a poem on '*The Restoration of 
Learning in the East." It is in the style of 
Dryden and Pope, In the heroic couplet, and 
much above the average of pruee poems. Ail 
his life CSiarles indulged in poetical composi- 
tion, often scattering original verses in play- 
ful form in fiis letters to nis friends. In 1807 
he was called to the bar at Lincoln's Inn, but 
did not practice. He was an early oontribu- 
t4>r to the ''Quarterly Review," and mixed in 
hterarv and political circles. The sources of 
information for his career are the Dictionary 
of National Biography, and memoirs which 
appeared at the tmie of his death, which 
occurred in April 1868. One off these 
memoirs was in the "Inverness Courier " 
written by the late I>r Carruthers, who was 
a supporter of Grant in the contests for the 
representation for the County in the thirties. 
Hie sketch wfaidi follows is to a considerable 
extent a summary of this article. It may be 
desirable, however, at this point to give a 
few facts and dates so as to avoid details in 
subsequent paragraphs. Charles Grant 
entered Parliament as representative of the 
Inverness Bur^ in November 1811. He 
retained the seat until 1818, when he sno- 
oeeded his father as member for the County, 
and continued to represent the constituency 
until his elevation to the peerage as Lord 
Glenelg in 1835. In 1813 he was made a 
Lord of the Treasury, under Lord Liverpool ; 
in 1819, Chief Seoretarr for Ireland and a 
Privy Councillor ; in 1823^ Vice-President of 
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the Board of Trade; and in 1827, Preaident 
of the Board of Trade and Treasurer of the 
Navy in Cannine's administration. In June 
1828 he resigned oMce with other members of 
the Gannin^te par^. In lb30 he became 
President or the Board of Control, under 
Karl Grey, and held the same office in Lord 
Melbourne's first Ministry tiii its resignation 
in November 1834. In 1636 he was ap-"'~^^ 



Colonial Secretary in Lord Melbourne's 
second Ministry, being at the same time raised 
to the peerage. The period of his administra- 
tion was, however, marked by troubles in 
South Africa and in Canada, and in Febru- 
ary 1839 he resigned offioe, and spent the re- 
mainder of his hfe in retirement. 

Soon after enteriiig the House of Commons, 
Gharlei Grant distinguished himself by 
several brilliant speeches, which attracted the 
attention of Lord Liverpool, and secured him 
his first post in the Government. Though 
all his life a shv, diffident man, he had an am- 
bition to excel as a speaker. To his friend, 
Ladjr Hood, afterwards Mrs Stewart Mac- 
kenzie of Seaforth, he writes oi one of his 
early appearances — ^^ou advise me to speak 
and not be shv. The papers will show you 
that I have followed your advice, and, to say 
the truth, have succeeded better than I ex- 
pected. I spoke in favour of the Catholics, 
and received many compliments, but from no 
person more asreeable than from your friend 
Lady Spencer.^ Grant was the first Secre- 
tary for Ireland who sought to carry out con- 
ciliatory measures. He endeavoured to sup- 
press Orange demonstrations, to secure the 
mipartial administration of justioe, and to 
devise a system of national ecnication adapted 
for Catholics as well as Protestants. He 
drew attention also to the defects in the police 
and the magistrac^i^ and proposed important 
reforms which were carried out at a later 
date. Some of his colleagues in the Irish 
administration did not approve of his liberal 
views, and friction arose. Transferred to the 
Board of Trade, Grant supported the policy 
of Huskisson for the relaxation of restrictions 
on commerce, on shipping, on silk manufao- 
tures, and other articles. The rupture which 
took place after Canning's death affected the 
future of political parties and the fortunes of 
political personages. Grant was out of 
office when the Duke of Wellington and Sir 
Robert Peel passed the Act for the Emandpar 
tion of Catholics, but he approved of the 
measure, end gave it his cordial supnort. 
When he returned to office as President of the 
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Board of Control, he took a leading part in 
the revision 6f the Charter of the East India 
Company, and was ahle to cany a compro- 
mise, which settled for a period the relations 
of the Company to the Imperial Gorem- 
ment. 

For many years Mr Grant sat securely as 
member for the County of Inverness, but the 
introduction of the First Reform Bill dis- 
turbed all existing political relations. He 
had then to defend nis change of opinion in 
favour of Reform, but he aid so manfully, 
by an open, explicit acknowledgment of the 
fact. Some oi his oratorical utterances are 
worthy of note. '*My reading of the consti- 
tution," he said, 'Hs that it contains within 
itself a principle of self-renovation, that as 
in early neriocU it was suited to the petty 
wants and minor exigencies of an infant 
people, so it has grown with their growth 
and strengthened with their strength, and is 
capable, by the fulness and freeness and sta- 
bitity of its movements, to meet all the 
oapadties and exigencies of a great and Im- 
perial nation." Speaking of the term "De- 
structives" hurled against the Whigs, he 
said: — 

**The true Conservative principle is wise and 
seasonable im^rovementw The true Destructive 
principle is resistance to all improvement till you 
become the victims of innovation. It is easy for 
a statesman to fold his arms and say-^1 take mv 
stand upon the insUtations of the country ; I will 
admit of no alteration.' But all is change around 
him. Nature changes, the seasons change, time 
and dronmstances change; mind and man- 
ners dunge; the mati<ms of States, 
Uie interests and obligatioDB of nations, 
the wants and fedings and habits <^ mankind — 
dl chiuiga Yet the statesman redsts 1 In the 
meantime the waters gather round turn, the 
storm beats over his head, and he is enffulfed in 
the abyss which his folly had dug under nis feet. 
The true sagadty of the statesman is to observe 
the nature and oourse of coming events, to od- 
odate their dimensions by the shadows tbey 
cast before; to obaerve what the progress of 
society and the variation of circumstances may 
require, and thus in some sense to mould the 
future to his purposes, and to control what ap- 
pears to be uncontrollable." 

These sentences may give some idea of the 
style of Mr Grant's oratonr in the days of 
the Reform controversy. It was more iflorid 
than the taste of the present day sanctions, 
but with his fervid dehverv, his evident sin- 

35 
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oerity, and hia comnnanding appearance, the 
effect waB electrical. It was interestins, sajw 
Dr CamitherB, to see how he could blend busi- 
ness details with these fifniratiTe bursts and 
that ornate language, and how sound sense 
and sagacity underuiv all. Klection contests 
graduaily weakened Mr Grant's hold on the 
county, and his majority having sunk to 
seyen,' he consented, at the suggestion of Lord 
Palmerston, to withdraw from the Commons 
and accept a peerage. For some time he 
hesitated between the titles of Lord Grant, 
Lord Arnisdale, and Lord Glenelg, but finally 
adopted the last, to the amusement of some 
of his sarcastic opponents, who did not fail to 
remark that the name read the same back- 
wards as forwards! Li Iniremess his friends 
gaye the new peer a splendid banquet, at 
which most of the county magnates of Inver- 
ness and Ross were nresentj and thus ter- 
minated a connection nonourable alike to the 
representative and the constituency. 

Lord Glenelg was a member of the Gov- 
ernment when slavery was abolished in the 
West Indies, and as Colonial Secretary he had 
the pleasure of witnessing its final extinction. 
In connection with South Africa, he disap- 

E roved of the proclamation of Sir Benjamin 
^'Urban extending the boundaries of Gape 
Colony to tiie nver Kei. Sir Benjamin 
aocorOingly resigned, and the question led to 
warm discussion. ^ The great crisis in Cana- 
dian affairs came in Lord Glonelg's admini- 
stration. He had to face the difficulties 
which culminated in the rebellion of 1837. 
Lord Durham, who was sent out as a special 
Commissioner in 1838, issued an ordinance 
sentencinff the rebels who had surrendei-ed to 
perpetual Danishment to the Bermudas. Lord 
Glenelg at first approved of the proclama- 
tion, but Lord Melbourne subseouently an- 
nounced its partial withdrawal, ana the brunt 
of the storm fell on the Colonial Secretary. 
His colleagues, Lord John Russell and Lord 
Howick, joined in blaming his administra- 
tion, and Lord Glenelg felt mmself obliged to 
retire. Dr Carruthers says that if Lora Glen- 
elg had been allied to any of the great political 
families, no Minister would have dared to 
slight his merits or overlook his claims. He 
had the jnisfortunej however, to take up the 
work of the Colonial Office at a time when 
novel and complicating conditions arose. His 
experience and training lay in connection 
with domestic and Indiui anairs. The Go- 
vernment at one time were willing to appoint 
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him Goremor-Oeneral of India in succession 
to Lord George Bentinck, and in this s^ere 
he would have been more at home. Lord 
Glenelg was conscientious to a degree, and 
assiduous in his attention to detaiJs. Lord 
Broug;ham pronounced him to be '^e purest 
statesman ne had ever known." Some of 
his despatches vindicating the ri^ts of 
natives in the Colonies, repressing idolatry, 
and abolishing slavery throughout we British 
possessions in South Africa, are models of 
elevated and just thought, and of fine, im- 
pressive English. 

After hiJs retirement from office. Lord Glen- 
elg withdrew in a great measure from public 
anairs. He rare^ went to tlie House of 
Lords, or took any active part in Parliamen- 
tary business. He was unmarried, but books, 
society, visits to the country and the Con- 
tinent^ relieved the monotony of bachelor life. 
His kindness ci heaH showed itself in many 
unostentatious acts of benevolence. Late in 
life he set himself to the study of German 
that he miidbit be able to read Goethe in the 
original. Uis last davs were spent in the 
companionship of Lora Brougham at Cannes, 
where he died on 23rd April 1866, in the 
eighty-eighth year of his age. 

Koberf Grant had a shorter and less ex- 
citing career. He was called to the bar the 
same day as his brother, dOth January 1807, 
and entered on practice, becoming King's 
Sergeant in the Court of the Duchy of Lan- 
caster, and one of the Commissioners in 
Bankruptcy. He was elected Member of 
Parliament fpr the Elgin Burghs in 1818, and 
for the Livemess Bur^s in 1826. The latter 
constituency he represented for four years. 
Li 1830 and 1831 he was returned for Nor- 
wich, and in 1832 for Finsbury. Robert 
Grant was a strenuous advocate for the re- 
moval of the disabilities of the Jews, and 
twice carried bills on the subject throu^ the 
House of Commons. They were, however, 
rejected in the Upper House, which did not 
yield on the question until 1858, twentv years 
after Grant's death. In 1832 he became 
Judge Advocate-General, and in 1834 was ap- 
pointed Governor of Bombay, receiving the 
nonour of knighthood. He died in Lidia in 
1838. In his younger days, Sir Robert pub- 
lished an essay on the trade and government 
of India, and a sketch of the early history of 
the East India'^Company. • He was the author 
of a volume of sacred poems, which was edited 
and published after his death by his brother, 
Lord Glenelg. This volume includes some 
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beautiful hymns, which have found their way 
into modern ooilectiontf. Sir Robert mar- 
ried Margaret, only daugfiter of Sir David 
Davidson of Cantray, with issue two sons and 
two daughters, namely. Sir Charles Grant, 
K.C.S.I^ formerly a Member of Council in 
India ; Colonel Robert Grant, R.E., Deputy 
Adjutant-General; Sibylla Sophia, married to 
Granville Ryder, JSsq., and Constance Char^ 
mile, who died in childhood. 
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NOTE a 
THE NORTHERN MEETING. 



The Noi-them Meeting dates from 1788, in 
which year it was instituted. A printed 
notice which once came into our hands con- 
tains the original constitution and regula- 
tions. A meeting was held ob Inverness on 
the 11th oi June 1788, at which were pre- 
sent — Colonel Hugh Grant of Moy, Mr 
Gumming of Aityre, Mr Madeod of Gfeanies, 
Mr Munro of Cuicaim, Mr Fraser of Reliok, 
Mr Fraser of Culduthei, Captain Alexander 
Mackenzie, 7l8t Regiment: Captain William 
Wilson, 39th Regiment ; Air Baiilie of Doch- 
four, Captain Urigor Grant, Ldeut. John 
Rose, and Dr John Aires (who was appointed 
the ni-st secretary). These gentlemen re- 
solved to form an Associsftion with the view 
of holding "an annual meeting oi gentlemen, 
ladies, and their famiUes,'' not for a couple 
of days merely, hut to extend over a whole 
week, "and that for the purpose ol promot- 
ing social intercourse." The fee was to be 
one guinea, payable by "every gentleman or 
lady being the heed of a famuy"; and to 
ensure regular attendance it was agreed that 
every absentee member should pay a fine of 
two guineas. This rule, it appears, was not 
allowed to remain a deaa letter, for the first 
year no less than £40 was added to the funds 
in the shape of fines. Officers absent on 
duty were exempted from penalty. The 
whole busmess was to be conducted by 
stewards, of whom the first set were — ^Bir 
Cumming of Altyre, Mr Fraser of CuMuthel, 
Mr Fraser of Rehg, and Mr Madeod of 
Geanies. At that time Highland games 
were not thought of ; the sole object of the 
Meeting was to foster social enjoyment. 
Dinners and balls were to be held during the 
week. The company, ladies and gentlemen, 
were to dine together in full evening dress, 
"the first day at Mr Beverley's Hotel, the 
second at Mr EttWs Hotel, and thereafter 
at the inns alternately." Dancins was to 
commence precisely at 8 o'clock, and to stop 
precisely at twelve. From the first it was 
resolved to keep the company select, and the 
stewards alone nad the privilege of introduo- 
ing strangers. Mr Cummins of Al- 
tyre was directed to write to Oaptain 
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Graham. Master of the Ceremoiiies at Edin- 
buigh, for a oopy of the regulationa ado[>ted 
there, and to deposit these as the regulations 
of the Northern Meeting. The Provost of 
Inverness wae to be applied to for the use 
of the Town Hall for the balls and the room 
above for the tea-room. Each morning a 
public breakfast was to be held ''for as many 
ladies and gentlemen as choose to rescnrt 
there." One rule is rather enrioos — ^**That 
no subscription paper for anv public or pri- 
vate work or undertaking wall, under any 
pretext whatever, be obtruded on the c<Hn- 
pany when met collectively; and that who- 
ever presumes to infringe on this regulation 
shall be subject to a fine of one guinea." The 
members believed that hunting would be 
desirable to fill up the mornings: and so 
Brodie of Brodie and Madeod of Geanies 
were requested to apply to the Duke of Ctor- 
don and Sir Robert Munro of Foulis for the 
favour of their huntsmen and hounds, ^e 
proposal to form the Northern Meeting 
seems to have been taken up with great 
eagerness; for before the first meeting held 
in 1788, between 80 and 90 members had 
joined from tiie counties of Inverness, Boss, 
Nairn, and Moray. For many years the 
Meeting was held in the second week of 
October. 

The oiiginal meetings of the Association 
were very different from the present, and 
perhaps even more agreeable. A foimal ball 
every evening was found to be rather heavy, 
and so, in order to obtain lightness and 
variety, it was resolved the second or third 
year to have only two dress balls, namely, 
on TuesdaQT and Friday. On the other even- 
ings the company were to assemble in un- 
dress to play cards and dance. The gentle- 
men of the Meeting wore a gay uniform. 
Whether such uniform was umd from the 
beginning does not appear; but an old 
authority states that a year or two afterwards 
it consisted of a grass-green coai with a buff 
edsing, white metal buttons, and black 
velvet cape, with four silver embroidered or 
vellum button-holes. The waistcoat was 
buff or fancy coloured ; the breeches buff or 
black silk; and the buttons had the letters 
N.M. engraved upon them. A gay time it 
must have been when the mem^rs sported 
through the EQghland Capital in this dashing 
costume, fc^owing the Duke of Gordon's 
hounds in the morning, dining and dan<»ng 
in the afternoon and evening. In 1810 we 
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learn that on the motion of the Marquis of 
Hnntly it was resolved that all the membeis 
should appear in blue coats from the Inver- 
nes3 Woollen Manufactory. This was to en- 
ooursee local industry. The stewards at 
first wore badges; subsequently they were 
pmyided with wands; then tartan sashes 
were substituted; and latteily they re- 
turned to badges. About the year 1816 
horse-racing was added to the programme, 
and some years later a course was formed at 
Duneancroy. But the members nerer re- 
garded the races as properly part oi the 
Meeting. Th^ subscribed for them, and 
offered pieces of plate for the winning; 
horses; out finding this a tax upon their 
funds^ they ultimately withdrew their sub- 
scriptions and the races were discontinued. 
The races now held at or about the Meet- 
ing time are on an independent basis. The 
practice of holding Highuind games seems to 
hare been commenoea about 1840. At first 
they were got up by a separate subscription, 
and were held in the Academy Park. Then 
they were transferred to the Longman, 
where there was ample space. In the early 
sixties the present Northern Meeting Park 
was acquired from the late Sir Alexander 
Matheson of Ardross, and enolosed with a 
waJl. ^ A handsome pavilion for the accom- 
modation of members and their friends was 
erected, and a second pavilion was subse- 
quently addied. 

At an early stage the Association resolved 
to have a building of its own for the annual 
assemblies. The Town HaU and the Guildry 
(as the upper room was called) were probably 
round to oe too small to accommodate the 
oonipany. A piece of ground was acquired 
in Church Street, on which a building was 
erected; and this, rebuilt and added to, forms 
the preseht Northern Meeting Booms. In 1801 
a seriotB misfortune ocourred. A candle 
manufactory was in close proximity to the 
building, above which a powder maga- 
aine was kept! In those days the puUio 
regulations with reference to explosive 
articles must have been extremely lax. One 
night the heat of the candle factory reached 
the powder; an explosion ensued, causing 
the loss of seven lives and injury to many 
other persons. The buildings of the Meet- 
ing, as well as the factory itself, were greatly 
damai^ed. The Rooms, however, were soon 
rebuilt, and in 1845 or thereabouts assumed 
their present form. Internally they have 
been greatly improved since that time. 
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The annals of the Meeting in the first 
quarter of the Nineteenth Century are 
set forth in the pages of this yolame. Tear 
after year the members assembled, passed 
their time in "sooial interoonrse/' and parted. 
From 1788 until the present time, the Meet- 
ing has continued to be a favourite gathering 
both for county families and autumn visitors. 
In 1795 a proposal was made to adjourn the 
Meeting for the year, so many members 
being necessarily absent in the service of their 
country. This proposal, however, was nega- 
tived, and ihe Meeting was held annually 
during the Napoleonic wars — elthoueh for 
years a oonsideraVe amount of fines nad to 
be remitted to m^nbers ''necessarily ab* 
sent." In 1796 a paragraph appeared in the 
Edinburgh newspapers, stating that con- 
sidering the circumstances, the Meeting of 
that year had been well attended. It had 
passed off very successfully, ''with a brilliant 
assemblage of beauty and tashion." Hie year 
1832 was a blank in the history of the Meeting, 
the gathering having been adjourned in con- 
sequence of die prevalence of cholera ; and in 
1900 the balls were put off on account of the 
losses and disorganisation caused by the South 
African war. In the latter year, however, 
one day was given to Highland sports. The 
fines for absence have long since ceased to be 
exacted, and the terms of admission have 
more than once been changed. The uni- 
form is also a thing of the past, but the High- 
land dress holds its own. The Meeting con- 
tinues to flourish, and promises to continue 
for a long time to come as a fashionable and 
Bucoessful Highland instituttcm. 
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SodetT, 250. 
„ Farmers' Club, 50. 64^ 68. 
,, B^ment of Locei Militia, 25. 
Edinburgh, Great Fire, 253. 

Education of the Poor, 166, 192, 208, 213, 214, 251, 252. 
Edfi^eworih, Miss, in Inyemees, 226. 
Elgin, Burgh and County Members of Parliament, 57, 
58, 182 ; Foundation of Gray's Hospital laid, 91 ; 
Suffering among the poor, 119 ; Women thieves in 
the Pillonr, 87; Magistrates, 187; Burgh Be- 
form, 186; Keenly contested election, 180; 
Ladies present gold chain to Provost, 188. 
Ettles, William, bookseller, Inverness, 134, 172. 
Evictions at Strathnaver, 103. 
Emigration, zzvi., 2, 6, 8, 10, 12, 106, 112. 

Famous Naval Action. Chesapeake v. Shannon, 67. 

Farm Servants' wages in 1816, 110. 

Farquharson, Bev. John, Soots College, Paris, 130. 

Farrar Bridge, foundation stone laid. 75. 

Ferguson, Socert, Besolis, convicted of murder, 55. 
„ „ Bespit ed, 66; Executed. 69. 

Ferry Boat disaster at Fort-Georee, 46. 

Fever in Caithness and Sutherland, 33. 

Fiars' Court^ first held in Sutherland, 50. 

Findhom Biver overflowed its banks at Forres, 73. 

FindUter and Seafield, James, Earl of, 46. 

Fisheries. 93, 181. 

Flyter, Bev. Alex.. Bothesay and Alness, 75. 

Forbes, A., of Culloden, 2. 

„ Arthur, of Culloden, 163. 

„ Duncan George, oi Culloden, 139. 

Forres— Anniversary of Trafal^:ar, 45, 66, 111, 127, 154; 
Anderson's Institution, 224 ; Burg^ Beform, 127 ; 
Carrier escapes from Jail, 82; Family of Grants, 
255; Woollen manufactory buined, 33; Duncan 
Grant, Provost, 255. 

Fort-Augustus, Governor <^, 49. 

Fort-George Ball, 17. 

Fort-William Sheep Markets, 16, 165. 
„ Waterloo Bejoicinis, 96. 

Fortrose— Academy, Legacies, 34; Handsome contribu- 
tion, 42; New Episcopal Chapel. 241; Provost, 
188; Magistrates elected by poll, 126; Betum- 
ing burgh, 45. 

Fowler, James, of Grange and Wellfield, Provost of 
I'ortroee, 126. 

Foxes, Wild Oats, and Badgers killed at Brahan, 103. 

Fraser, Alex., of Inchooulter, 149. 

„ Alex., of Torbreck, 194; Mrs Fraser, 137. 
,, Alex., merchant, Inverness, 140. 
„ Arch. Thos. Fredk., of Abertarff, 98. 
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Fraser, Captain, of Bmichegaire, 32. 

„ „ Bundiegoyie, Stratherrick, 76. 

„ „ Bi^aickla, 36. 

„ „ Errogio, 32, 33. 

„ Hiejiiand Melodies. 185. 

„ Colonel, of Cnidnthel, 101. 

,, Colonel the Hon. A., of Lovat, zzxyiii., 23, 26, 
35, 49, 60, 62. 81 97. 

„ Ccdonel James, of Belladrom, 15. 

„ Dayid, Barnyards, piper to Lord Lovat, 48. 

„ James, of Tomvoidt, 32. 

„ James B., of Beelig, 139, 173. 

„ General Mackenzie of Inverailochy, 29, 52, 77. 

„ James, Crae^ain;. Kirkhill, 33. 

,, John, KirkhUl, tought at Culloden, 124. 

,, Lieut.-Colonel, Royal Scots, 171. 

„ P. A., of Culdttthel, 106. 

„ of Lovat, 108. 

„ Bey. Alex., Inverness, 36, 196. 

„ Bev. Colin, Kiltaxlity, 208, 221, 222, 223. 

,, Rev. Thomas, Inverness, 196. 

„ Simon, ordained at Inverness. 63. 

„ Seret. Alex., Blaich, Fort-William, 100. 

,, Sir Wm., of Ledclune, 12. 

„ Sheriff, of Farraline, 30, 34. 36. 

„ Simon, of Ness Castle, 34, 40. 

„ S., yr. of Lovat, 2. 

„ Thomas A., of Lovat, 224. 227. 

„ Thomas, of Gk>rthlick, 246. 
Fraser-Tytler, Wm., of Aldonrie, Sheriff-Substitute, 37. 

,, „ Bight Hon. A., Lord Woodhouselea, 62. 

„ The Hon. Wm., of Ness Castle. 40. 
Free Schools for the Poor established. 173. 
Freemantle, Wm., M.P., Northern JBurghs, 15. 
French Army defeated in BtBsia, 61. 

„ Prisoner saves Inverness Militia officer, 64. 
Froet intense, 21 ; Frost and Snow, 22. 

Gaelic Chapel opened in London, 63. 

„ Classes in Royal Academy, 24. 

„ Dictionary Subscriptions, 121. 

,, Schools in the Highlands, 155. 
Gairloch, Foreign Vessel Wrecked at, 11. 
Gander, 70 years old, at Ard'ender, 115. 
Qeddes, Mrs, Orbliston, 188. 

,, Wm., vintner, Inverness, 183. 
George III. died, 175, 178. 

„ IV., 176, 178; Coronation, 198, 199; Alarm by 

Glengarry at, 199 ; Visit to Scotland, 210. 

Generic Assembly prohibits Minister from acting as 

Factor, 165. 
Gilchrist, Mr. stonecutter, Inverness, 125. 
Gillanders. Mrs, of Hig^field, 43. 
Gilzean, Sheriff-Substitute, Inverness, 238. 

,. Thomas, Provost of Inverness, 6, 17, 68. 
Gladstone, John, Liverpool, 59, 185. 



INDEX. 287 

Glenfeshie, Forest of, 48, 49. 

Glengarry, Estates and Emigration, xzvi. 

„ Jubilee of George m., 28. 

„ Local Militia, 86. 

„ and Olonranald, 172, 194. 

Glenelg, 238. 

Glenlivet, Smngiding, 235. 
Glen-XJrqohart, Funeral orgie, 207. 
Gooden, James, London, 60. 
Gold gpd found at Uys, 2.^^-4. 250. 1 
Gk>llan, Gilbert, died in London, i2, 
Golspie Sheep Show. 200. 
Gordon-Gumming, Sir Wm., of Altyre, 96, 187. 

„ Jane, Doohees of, xzxvi., 11, 18, 28, 44, 47, 51, 
52, 68. 

„ Lac^y, of Gordonstoun, 14. 

„ Robert, of Drakies, 22. 
Gower, Earl, Marriage, 223. 
Grant, Archibald, Inyermoriston. 226. 

„ Chas., M.P., Inverness CJounty, 2. 58, 111, 142, 
147, 150, 153, 195, 220, 229, 231, 237. 

„ Chas., Lord Glenelg, M.F., InFomess Burghs, 
and afterwards County, 39, 45, 57, 59, 64, 
69, 70, 72, 104, 136, 142, 147, 150, 163, 181, 
203, 205, 216, 218, 220, 238, 252, 263. 

,, Captain, son of Mrs Grant, Forres, 118. 

„ Colonel, of Grsnt, 57, 137, 181. 

„ Colonel, of Moy, 207, 118. 

„ Colonel Alex., C.B., 261. 

„ Duncan, of Bught, 38, 69. 

,, Duncan, Mullochard, afterwsrds Provost of 
Forres, 255. 

„ General Sir Lewis, 261. 

,, Hon. Alex., of Glenmoriston. 9. 

,, John, Grantown, ^'Admiral oi the Spey," 61. 

„ J. P., of Bothiemurchus, 56, 149. 

„ James, son of James Grant of Bught, 200. 

„ James, of Bught, Provost of Livemess, 37, 228. 

„ Francis Wm., Sheriff of Invemees-shire, 27. 

„ James, of Redcastle, 19. 

„ lient.-Colonel Colquhoun, F<MTes, 119, 180, 
266, 257. 

,, Lieut. David, Inverness, 68. 

„ Provost, Inverness, 62. 

,, Mrs and Miss, of Arndilly, 16. 

„ Patrick, Braemar, fought at Culloden, 237. 

„ Rev. James, Nairn, 90, 206. 
Sir James Robert, 261. 

„ Rev. John, Abemethy, 178. 

„ Rev. John, Duthil, 167. 

„ Rev. John, Elgin, 13, 78. 

„ Sir Robert. 271. 

„ of Grant, Sir James, 40. 

„ Sir James, 27, 46. 

„ Sir Lewis A., of Grant, 46. 

„ Sir Wm., Master of the Rolls, 134. 
Guild Brethren of Inverness and Freedom of Eleo- 
tion, 130. 
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Oimn, John, Sheriff-Substitute of Nairn, 223, 130. 
Griffith, R©F. Dr., Oxford, 16. 
Grave Clothes, ready made, 24. 
Gray, Aleocanaer, Lochbay, Skye, 34. 
„ Alexander, M.D., Bengal, founder oi Gray's 
Hospital, Elgin, 12, 91 ; Will disputed, 31. 
Growth of Disoontent, Riots in London. 112. 
Gunpowder Explosion in Inverness, 2 ; Magazine built, 4. 



Haig, William, Inverness Academv, 217. 
Hay, Alexander, D.L., detain or Volunteers in Nam- 
shire, 7. 
Heavy Fall of Snow, 7 ; Heavy Bains, 7. 
Helmsdale, 152. 

Highland Distilleries, 101 ; Small Stills, 101. 
„ Distillation, 85. 
,, and Lowland Distilleries, 90. 

Distillery Laws, 99, 102, 104: Small Stills, 
99, 102, 108; Reduction of Duty, 105. 
,, Whisky Prohibited in Southern Market, 102. 
„ Dress permitted in Highland Regiments, 24. 
„ Proprietors and the ReHef of Distress, 119,120 
,, Roads and Bridges, xi., xiv., xv., xvi., 3, 8. 

21, 22, 26, 46, 85, 137, 198. 
,, Funeral, EiXtraordinary Scenes, 121. 
„ Distress, 14: Meeting at Edinburgh, 15. 
,, Farmers and OverstockLng, 15. 
„ Education, 251. 

,, Road Impassable, 29; Snow-block, 14. 
„ Piper at Vimiera, 37. 
,, Prosperity, 156. 
„ Raid, the Last, 180. 
„ Society of Edinburgh, 11. 
„ Society of Inverness, 86, 87. 109. 
„ Society of Londcm, 6, 19, 100, 119. 
,, Society of Ross, Cromarty, and Suther- 
land, 138. 
„ Society of Scotland, 40, 76, 82, 92, 101, 106, 
107, 121, 145, 162. 178, 193. 
Highlanda— Distinguished Travellers, Bishop Forbes, 
XV. ; Pennant, xvi. ; Dr Johnson, xvii. ; Dr John 
Leyden, xlii. ; Dr Maoculloch, xliii. 
Highlanders and the Ladies of Biiissels, 76. 
Highland Shearers, 151, 245. 
Holy Family, Tlie, 3. 
Hood, Sir Samuel, Freedom oi Inverness to, 18: 

Death, 81, 88, 94. 
Hood, Mackenaie, Lady, at Stornoway, 90, 121; Mar- 
riage, 121. 
Horses. Imprcved Breed, 13. 
Hossack, Thomas, Excise officer, 5. 
Hoyes, Rev. Mr, Forres, 246. 
Houston, Lieut. Wm., Oreich, 42. 

„ Hugh, of Creich, 42. 
Hunter, General, Halifax, 12, 
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Hrnitly, Marquis d, xxxvi., 16, 18, 46, 70, 71, 109, 119, 
125. 



Influensa in Inverness, 182. 

In^is, Wm., of Kin^mills, xzxyiii., 3. 

Ignorance in the Highlands, 167. 

Illegal Malting and Distillinjg, 62. 

Importation <3 wheat permitted, 112. 

Innes, Sir Hugh, of Loohakh, xxv., 28, 55, 58, 157, 189. 

Introduotion, iz. 

Invergordon Horticultural Society, 185. 
,, Ferry, 135. 

Inverness — ^Episcopal Chapol built, 2; Anderson's 
Fund, 113; Aberde^ Dentist Visits, 36; 
Assemblies, 84; AthensBum, 86, 193; Bathing 
Machine at Seebank, 196 ; Bible Society, 
84, 127: 'TOack" Bridge, 15, 16, 131; Bridge 
Street Widened, 131; Bridge Tolls, 119; Buigh 
Reform, 127, 163, 166 ; Burgh^ Members of Par- 
liament, 44, 45, 57, 150, 182; Carrier to Fort- 
William, 41; Cattle Market at Islands. 84; 
Church Street Boarding School, 218; Uiicuit 
Court, 6, 14, 41, 55, 110, 120, 164 186, 195, 240, 
246, 247; Coach to Perth, 48; Coaches to Edin- 
burgh, 22, 26, 41, 42 ; Coiners and Thieves, 103 ; 
Collection for Irish Distress. 210 ; Common Good 
and Petty Customs, 95, 201, 229, 246; Concert, 
200; ''Courier" Started, 128, 132; Constables 
Sworn in. 163, 228; Court-House in Bridge 
Street, 77, 94, 111; Covered Diain in Church 
Street constructed, 146; Curious Excise Case, 
202; Custom House Statistics, 162, 177; Dis- 
franchised, 143 ; Distiller Ruined, 108 ; Distress, 
62: Destruction of old trees, 208; Earthquake, 
Jail Spire twisted, 108, 109; Election Candidate 
Kidnapped, 181 ; Embankment at Longman, 70 ; 
Exportation of Wood, 145; Fish Supply, 110; 
Oeddes' Buildings, 60, 220; Guild Brethren and 
their Rights, iSf ; Harbour Improved, 98, 135; 
Head cf Church Street Widened. 60; Heavy 
Tourist Traffic, 185; Fund for laooudiur poor, 
120; GH Killed on Castle Hill, 165; Gaol, 157; 
Gunpowder Elxplosion in 1801, 146 ; Improvement 
at top of Castle Street, 124 ; Incomorated Trades, 
16; Insane Prisoner pardoned, 161, 162; Inter- 
esting Facts, 139; Infirmary and Jail inspected, 
27. Jail— Woman escapes, 31; wretched con- 
dition of, 155 ; prisoner escapes, 33 ; prisoner re- 
spited, 126. Jar of Coins found, 249; Ladies' 
Walk formed, 161; Land feued at the Haugb, 
40; Loyal Address to Prince Regent, 83; Local 
Manufactures 87; Martinmas Biarket. 263; 
Mason Lodge Hotel, 40; Milch Cow Market, 
16, 23; Cattle Market, 254; Soup Kitchen, 115; 
Public Flagellation of a woman, 117 ; Revenue of 
^0 Town, 168 ; Construction of Velocipedes, 164 ; 

87 
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Woollen Factory, 11, S2, 87, 154 ; Proposed Com 
Market, 11; Snowstorm — ^three days without 
mails. 13; 11ieati*e, 31; Paoket for London 32, 
82 : Downfall of Napoleon celebrated, 74 ; Militia 
Offioer Ck)urt-martialled for giving a dance, 77; 
Parish Saving Bank. 83, 84; Ness Islands, 84, 
162; Soldiers embark for Spain, 68; Water Sup- 
ply, 86; Projected Newspaper, "The Northern 
Star," 87: Societj of Solicitors formed, 98; 
Price of Bread, 100; Licensed and Unlicensed 
Houses in 1816, 103; Skeletons foond, 162; News 
Room establishod, 131 ; Relief Funds, 1816, 17 ; 
Public Improvemente, 136. Town Council — Amus- 
ing Petition, 136; election objected to, 138, 149; 
settled in Court of Session, 168, 216. Shore dues, 
151. Urns discovered at Aultnaskiach, 161; 
New footoath from Church Street to the Shore, 
171; Sacred Music Institution, 176, 179, 185, 
191; Coal Fund, 176; Population, 197; Sub- 
scription Library, 186; New Gaol and Court- 
house, 201, 218 ; New Chapel of the United As- 
sociate Congregation^ 202: Robbery of Bills and 
Papers, 217; Sfunicipal Constitution Debate in 
the House of Commons, 219 ; New Com Market, 
229 ; Woollen Manufactory at the Haugh, 236 ; 
Solicitors* Dinner, 238; River in Flood, 262; 
Water and Gas Company, 263: Iron Foundry, 3. 

Inverness — ^Freedom of Burgh to — ^Donald Mackintosh, 
writer, Edinburgh, 46; Sir Charles Grant or 
WatemJsh, M.P., 45 ; General Gunn Mimix> of 
Grenada, 46: Sir James Mackintosh, 66; Sir 
Samuel Hood, 18. 
„ Farmers* Society, 3, 6, 7, 12, 32, 78, 83, 93, 

102, 109. 
„ Journal*' commenced, 4; sold, 83, 84; on the 

Com Laws, 99, 100. 
Militia, 23, 31, 36, 36, 43, 62, 66, 68, 101. 
PpovosU of, 3, 17, 69, 62, 68, 82, 110, 126, 162, 
228, 246. 
„ Royal Aoademy, 16, 18, 22, 63, 90, 182. 
Schools, 192, 193, 194, 199. 

Invemess-shire — County Election, 260; County voters, 
248 ; County meeting, lively discussions, 191 ; Ad- 
db-ess to the Eing, 34. 

Invemess-shire, Dr Robertson's Survey, xxvii. 

Iron Plou^s, 103. 

Ironside, Kev. William, 17. 



Jeffr^, Francds, in Inverness^ 44. 

Johnstone, Mrs, first Editor of "Inverness Courier," 
133. 

Johnson A Sim, woollen manufaoturers, Newmill, 32. 

Jubilee of George IH. — Celebrations at Inverness, 
Dingwall, Beauly, Nairn, Tain, Domooh, Fort- 
William, Ao., 28. 
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Kelp IndustiT, 49, 76, 204, 210, 218. 

Kennedy, Rer. John, Killeaman, 147. 

Ketchen, Rev. Isaac, Nairn, 183. 

Kilmoraok— Mrs Fraser, aged 103, died, 135. 

Kiltarlity— Disputed Settlement, 199, 208, 209, 216. 

Kingussie— Races and Ball, 200. 

Kingussie aiod Laggan Poor, 201. 

King, M^jor J. O., died at Nairn, 107. 

Kirkhill— Woman dancing at 96, 7. 

Kyleakin founded^ 44. 

Kyle oi Sutherland— Intense frost and thaw, 73. 

Knockando— Death oi ''Red Jean," 63. 

'liady of the Lake" Adrertisement, 33. 

Lancaster, Joseph, on Education, 94. 

Lauder. Thomas Dick, 105, 109. 

Land Tenore, xxvi. 

Law, John, Sheriff-Substitute oi Sutherland, 166. 

Lawrence. Captaiu, of the Chesapeake, 67. 

Leopold, Prince, of Scuce Goburg, in the NcH^h, 169, 170. 

Locn-Braoadale, Toung Man Drowned, 37. 

Lochmaddy, Ship from Halifax arrived at, with cargo 

of prize goods and dispatches, 12. 
Looh-Nevis^ Herring Stations, 50. 
Longevity in Ross and Cromarty, 228. 
Long Island, Proprietor's Statement, 41. 
London Missionary Society, 90. 
Loyal Addresses from Northern Counties, 173, 191. 
I^on, James, Town Councillor, Inrerness, 129, 143, 157. 

Mail Coaches and Conveyances, xxL., 2, 27, 29, 41, 145, 

162, 161, 166, 168, 172, 176, 179, 196, 201, 218, 

229. 
Malt Duty Unfavourable to Agriculture, 177. 
Marriage by GatlH>lio Priest attempted to be declared 

Irregular, 94. 
Manchester, Duchess of, 16, 18. 
Martin, Rev. Donald, Chapel of Ease, Inverness, 35, 183. 
Matheson, Rev. C.^ Kilmtnr, 122. 
Means of Communication. 2, 3. 
Medical Society oi the North, 140. 141. 
Meikle Ferry Disaster in 1809, 20, 21, 24; Relief Fund, 

29, 32, 36, 43, 46. 
Mein. Rev. James, Nairn. 205. 
Members of Parliament tor Northern Constituencies, 

150. 
Memorabilia of Inverness, 1, 205. 
Merkinch Lands, 3. 
Militia, Local, xxzii., 24, 35. 120. 
MiUer, Lieut.-Colonel, 1st Rec^ment oi Guards, 93. 
„ James, mathematical mstrument maker, Lou' 
don, 200. 
Milk, Scarcity of, 139. 
Milne, Patrick, of Crimongate, M.P., 58. 
Mitchell, Joseph, zz., xlii., 204. 
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Montague, Lady Jean, 16. 
Mound, The, Bntherland, 137. 
Moray Firth, Growth of Shipping, 162. 
Morayshire, Distress in. 14. 

„ Fanners' Gub, 32. 64, 242. 

„ Members of Parliament, 181. 

Morrison, Lieut. Aleoc.^ KintaiL 65. 
Moyhall, Important Dinner, 45. 
Mnir of Ord Market, 185, 250. 
Murray, Wm., Proroet of Tain, 126. 
Murat, Joadiim, ez-Kiii^ of Naples, Shot, 95. 
Mulbuie Oommon, I^ivision of, 77. 
Munro, Captain Charles, Murdered at Besolis, 55. 
Catherine, Murdered at Tsin, 13. 
Duncan, Frovost of Fortrose, 5. 
Lieut.-Oolonel Duncan, oi Colcaim, 35, 37, 43, 

68. 
George Gunn. Poyntsfield, 42. 
Dr Walter Boss, Calcutta, 44. 
Rev. Hugh, Nigg, 222. 
Ber. Thomas, Salteam, 96. 
Sir Alex., of Novar, 37. 
Sir Alex., Provost of Fortrose, 5. 
Wm., gardener, Roseliall, 197. 
Wm., schoolmaster, Thurso, 68. 
Macadam, Rev. Alex.. Nigg, 123. 
Macandrew, John, solicitor, Livemess, 62, 106. 
Macaskill, Dr. D., Eigg, and Rev. Donald Fraser 

Drowned, 129. 
Macbean, Alex., janitor. Royal Academy, 149. 

„ Donald, Deacon of the Weavers, Inver- 
ness, 157. 
„ Eneas, yr. of Tomatin, died, 37. 
„ Rev. Alex., Kincardine, 181. 
Maccrimmon, Lieut., celebrated piper. 19. 
Maocullooh, Dr., on the Situation of Inverness, 247. 
„ Sheriff, Tain, Drowned at Meikle Feriy, 20, 

21, 25. 
Macdcwald), Dr., of Ferintosh, 60, 122, 146, 151, 233. 
James, of Balranald, 186. 
James, M.P., 68. 
John, Gaelic Poet, 234. 
Jc^n, Killichonate, 49. 
Lord, 243, 246. 
Lieut.-Colonei, of Staffa, 43. 
Marshal, Duke of Tarentmn, 95. 
Mrs Janet, TuUochcrombie, died, 49. 
Sfaodonell, Alexander, Milnfield, 183. 

„ Colonel, of Gleng^ny, xxxviii., 24, 28, 33, 

35, 89, 95, 119. 
„ Lieut. Ronald, 85, 95. 

„ Mrs, Mikifield, 166, 167. 

„ Ranald, Scamadale, died, 96. 

., Wm., son of CoU of Barrisdale, 174. 

Maciarlane, Bishop, 169. 
Macfarquhar, R., Provost of Fortrose, 188. 

„ A., Garguston, CuUoden veteran, 182. 
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Maogregor, Sir James, M.D., 262. 

ff John, murdered at Tain, 14. 

Biacintyre, Rev. Duncan, Kilmallie, 123. 
Mackay, Hugh, of Skerray. died, 104. 

„ James, St Louis, 24d. 

., Major Wm., 68th Light Lifantry, 186. 
MacKenzie, Oaptain Uumberston, of the 78th. 117, 118. 

„ Captain Wm., late of the 42nd, died, 74. 

„ Colin, of Kilooy, 188. 

„ Colonel Oolin, Surveyor-General of Lidia, 

202. 

„ General, of Avoch, died, 29. 

„ Koa. Caroline, of Seaforth, 221. 

„ Hon. Francis, of Seaforth, died, 70. 

„ Hon. Wm., Master of Seaforth, 53, 58, 77. 

„ James A. Stewart, of Seaforth, 121, 173. 

„ Kenneth, Fermoy, 163. 

„ , of Hilton, 106. 

„ Lady, ci Avoch, 68. 

„ Lieut. Colin, Kinoraig, 67. 

„ Major Maxwell, Eincraig, 72. 

„ Major-General John BAndell, of Suddie, 26, 

27. 

,, Major-General, M.P. for Sutherland, 15. 

,, Major-General Patrick, 180. 

, , Mrs * Mary Humberstone, t53. 

„ Rev. Wm., minister of Tongue, 73. 

,, Rodk., of Flowerburn. died. 60. 

„ Sir Alex., of Avocb, 68, 180. 

„ Sir George S., of Coul, 4, 121. 

„ Sir James W., of Scatwell. 215. 

„ Sir Kenneth, of Gairlocn, on Highland 

Roads, XV., xvi. 

., Tliomas, of Applecross, 105, 149, 181, 213. 

MacKid, Sheriff, Dornoch, 50. 
Mackintosh, Angus, of Holm, died, 112. 

„ Captain Beauchamp, Millbank, 209. 

„ Oaptain William, 38. 

„ Colonel William, of Millbank, died, 75. 

„ Inslis & Wilson, grocers, Inverness, 53. 

,, John, of Aberarder, died, 82. 

,, Lachian, of Raigmore, 18. 

„ Lieut .-Colonel Mneas, Balnespick, 72. 

,, Mrs, wife of Provost William, Inverness, 

died, 94. 

„ Phineed, of Di'ummond, died, 59. 

„ Rev. Angus, D.D., Tbin, 146, 221. 

„ Sir James, 42, 49. 55, 56, 65, 73. 

„ Sir Eneas, of Mackintosh, 58, 119, 137, 178. 

,, Wm., chapman, transported, 27. 

,, Wm., son of CWnpbeU Macjdntosh, Town- 

Clerk, 87. 
Maclachlan, Ewen^ librarian at Aberdeen, 95. 
Maclean, Mr, artist. Inverness, 239. 
Macleod, Colonel, oi Geanies, 25. 35. 

„ Colonel Patrick, of the 78th, 5. 
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Macleod, Dr John, died, 39. 

„ Iiieut.-€olonel, loth Regiment Light In- 
fantry, died, 26. 
„ Lient.-Oolonel, drd Begt. Local Militia, 35. 
„ Mrs, of Madeod, 106. 
M!*B, oi TbUsker, 180. 
Rodk. (fought at Quebec), died, 171. 
„ Wm.. of LuBkintyre, 40. 
„ Donaild, of Oeanies, Sheriff-Substitute of 
Ros0, 106, 944. 
Macpherson, Alexander, Kingussie, 47. 
„ Captain George, R.N., 243. 

„ Gbptain James, 75. 

„ Captain William, 76. 

„ Dciiald, Magistrate of Inreniess, 184. 

,, Dunoan, Kinguisio, 47. 

^rant, Geo., of BalUndkOlooh, 27, 102, 120. 
-Giunt, of BallindaUoch, 181, 187. 
,, Ensign John, Blargymore, 9o. 

„ Mrs, of Belleville, 16. 

,, Mrs Margaret, of Quny, died, 18. 

„ Kenneth, Jamaica, 187. 

Macrae, Alex., oldest man in Sootland, died, 18. 
„ Alex., Demerara, 55. 

„ Kenneth, Deputy Paymaster-General at 
Jamaica, 13. 
Rev. John, Glenshie). 223. 
Mactaivish, Donald, of Stratnerrick, drowned at Col- 
umbia, 94. 
„ J., solicitcH-, Livemess, 75. 



Nairn — ^Bursh Magistrates, 105; Chief-Magistrate in 
trouble in Elgin, 120; Baths opened, 198; Fish- 
ins boat upset, 22 ; Jail, 120 ; Jubilee of George 
III., 28; John Straith's Monument, 105; Parish 
ChuTXjh fell, 17; Pier, 70, 78, 130; Provost of, 
17; Prisoners escape, 197; Subscription Library 
establish^, 101; Town Council and Sale of 
Lands, 235 ; Dr MaocuUoch, 240. 
Nairnshire Farmer Society, 78. 

Harvest Home. 129; Patriotic Club, 92. 
Farmer and Witchcraft, 134. 
Meeting in London, 59, 70, 78, 95, 122. 
Waterloo Relief Fund, 93. 
Loyal Address, 34. 
Members of Parliament, 56. 65, 182. 
,. Militia, 35; Volunteers, 16. 

Napoleon Bonaparte, 48, 60, 61, 74, 83, 90. 198. 
Neild, Jas., formerly Hi^ch Sheriff of Buckingham, in- 
spects Inverness Jail and Infirmanr, 27. 
Nicholson, Robert, adjutatit, Livemess Reoruiting Dis- 
trict, 148. 
., Malcolm, Soorrybreck, 62. 
Noithem Association of Gentlemen Farmers and 
Breeders of Sheen, 7, 15, 23. 
„ Burghs Members of Parliament, 58, 182. 
„ Counties Almanack, 29. 
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Northern Horticultural Society, 84. 

y, Infiimary, 3, 93, 100, 170, 246. 

Meeting, 7, 17, 28, 37. 44, 66, 68, 77. 95, 111, 

126, 154, 172, 1&, 201, 211, 229, 246, 

248, 277. 

„ Missionary Society, 2. 94. 122, 146, 151, 170, 

183, 186, 196, 209, 210, 224, 227, 242, 246. 

Novar House, 75. 



Oak Trees disoorered at Lodi-Doohfour, 129. 
Obeervationa at sea, 217. 
Old Man, 108 years, died, 115. 
Old Coins found at Burghead, 239. 
Ord, Rev. John, chaplain at Fort- William, died, 40. 
Ossian, Gaelic copy, nresented to Louis XVIII., 100. 
„ „ Mai'shiU Macdkwaid, Dnke of Tarentum, 101. 



Pai*allel Roads of Gleu-Roy, 138. 

Parish Bank Societies su^eeted, 76. 

Parliamentary Electioms^-^oss-shire, 28, 149. 
„ Reform, 116. 

PkrUament, 65, 69, 147. 179, 192. 

Paterson, Rev. Mr, Auldearn. 35. 

Peninsular War — ^Napoleon aefeated at Leipsic, Ad- 
YEJioe of Wellington, 61; Victory of Vittoria, 
66, Victory of the Allies. 69; Victorv on tliO 
Nivelle, 70: Abdication of Napoleoo, 71; Allies 
cross the Rhine, 72; Toulouse, 74; Waterloo, 89. 

Percival, Mi\ Prime Minister, assassmation of, 67. 

Perpetual Motion, 164. 

Peterloo Massacre, 160, 169. 

Petrie, Alex., Deacon of the Shoemakers, Inremess, 167. 

Pillory, Elgin, female thieves in, 37. 

Plumbago, or Black Lead Mine discovered in Glen- 
Strathfanw, 136, 171, 173. 

Plockton, Lochalsh, 18. 

Plusoarden Abbey, 74. 

Poor Law, 242. 

Poor^s Coal Fund, 4. 

Population in Northern Counties, ix. 

Poi-t^ous, Rev. Wm., Rafford, 73. 

Portree, 17. 

Potato Crop abundant, 79. 

Predominance of Female Population, 139. 

Preservation of Game. 93. 

Pnce of Cereals in 1816, 110. 

Prisoners escape from Jail, 31. 

Prosperity of the country, 193. 



Queen Caroline, 175, 179, 183, 184, 185, 186, 188, 189. 
190, 191, 199. 
„ Charlotte, 166, 167, 
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Baff, Wm., Forres, drowned, 53. 

Railways suggested in 1818, 145 ; in 1822, 206. 

Reay, Lord, 120. 

Reform Motion rejected in Parliament, 121. 

Re^ment (Tlst) embairks for Portngal, 37. 

Reid, John, Delnies, fooght at Fontenoy and Cnl- 

loden, 43, 139. 
Relief ol Poor, 2. 
Religions libraries. 173. 
Remarkable Drougiit, 197. 
Rents, RednotloQi of, in the Hghlands, 120, 137. 
Reston, Lord, died at Glendoich, Perth, 164. 
Richmond! ana Gordon, Duke of, xzxvii. 
Richmond, Rer. Leeh, Turvey, 186. 
Rioting at Oroy, 224. 
Riots at Grnids, Sutherland, 195. 
River Ness water anidvsed, 188. 
Roads of Scotland, Taylor and Skinner's Survey and 

Maps, zviii. 
Robertson, Colonel Alex.^ of Strowan, 217. 

,, Innes & Co., grocers, Inverness, 53. 

,, Jas., Killichangie, foueht at CuUoden, 177. 

„ Dr. James, ol Amtnaskiach, Provost ra In- 

verness, zxxix., 110, 126, 139, 152, 246. 
,, Jean, Inverness Character, 125, 126. 

,, Lieut. Simon Fraser, died, 17. 

„ Rev. Harry, D.D., Kilteam, died, 94. 

RosehaU, 11, 12. 

Rose, Colonel, of Kilravock, 24, 35, 56. 
,, Hugh, of Kilravoick, 65. 
,, James, Ezdse officer, Struy, died, 53. 
,f Lieut. -Colonel, 16. 

,, Miss Alezandrlna, of Eilravock, died, 103-4. 
,, Mrs Catherine, Inverness, died, 35. 
,, Rov. Mr, Inverness, 36, 196. 
,, Mrs Elizabeth, of Eilravock, died, 81, 96. 
Rose's Independent Com^tny of Veterans, 96. 
Rosemarkie New Parish Church, 166, 200. 

,, and Killeaman. Patronage depute, 76. 

Ross, Benjamin, banker, l^un, 173. 
„ Captain John, Rosskeen, killed at Mayo, 69. 
„ Captain Thomaa Cockbum, Shandwick, died, 64. 
„ Munro, of Pitcalnie, died!, 83. 
„ Rev. Thomas, Eilmonivaie, 213. 
„ Rev. Tliomaa, LL.D., Lodibroom, 81. 
„ Sir Charles, of Balnagown, 6, 28, 58, 73. 
„ Synod of, against Oajthotio Emancipation, 208. 
Ross-shire condemns lawlessness, 173. 

„ Members of Parliament, 52, 58, 77, 149, 

. 181, 215. 
,, Militia, 35; Coloura presented to Ist Regi- 

ment, 43 ; Ihspecftion at Dingwall, 68. 
„ Petition to prohibit distillation of spirits 

from com, 34. 
„ Suppression of unlicensed tippling houses, 

108. 
Rosskeen Church, alarming accident, 63, 
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Rothiemurohiis — ^Alex. Robertfion mnrdered, 141. 
Russian Suffering, Bnbscription from Inverness, 62. 



Sabbath Schools, 113, 237. 

Sage, Beir. Alexander, Kildonan. 240. 

„ Ber. Donald, Eesdis, 19, 203. 
Salmon, prioe of, in 1816, 110. 
Salmcm Fishing, 238-9. 
Saltomn, Lord, Ness Oastle, 77. 
Sanquhar, Forres, 138. 
Schools in Inverness. 193. 
Scott, Major-General, 36. 
„ Major John Mackenzie, 62. 
„ Peter, Inverness Academy, 242. 
„ Bev. Mr, minister of Burgher Congregation, In- 
verness, 194. 
„ Sir Walter, 106, 192. 
Seafield, Earl <^, zxxvii., 46, 80, 82. 
Seaforth, birth of an Heir, 145. 
Seceder Chapel erected. 3. 
Sellar, Patrick, Trial of, 103. 
Severe Winter, 9, 16, 112. 
Sheep Farms at Glengarry to let, 62. 
„ in Sutherland and Oaithness, 124. 
„ Stealing, 32. 120, 136, 141, 194. 
„ and Wool Maikets, 16, 23, 35. 
„ and Wool Markets in Invss., 109, 117, 122, 147. 
Sheriff Courts, 251. 

„ Substitutes of Scotland, 41, 86. 
Signed newspaper articles charged as advertise- 
ments. 177. 
Simpson, Alexander. Rector of Inverness Grammar 
School, 76. 
., James, glover, oldest man in Inverness, 164» 
Sinclair, George, of Ulbster, 43. 

„ Sir John, of Ulbster, 6, 43. 
Skinner, Bight Bev. John, Bishop and Primus of Soot- 
land, 108. 
Skye — ^Destitution, 136; Farming dub, 93; Vaccina- 
tion in 1813, 65. 
Slavery, 238-40. 
Smart ringing, 36. 
Smithy Laughlin, Quebec, 227. 

„ Bev. Bobert, Cromarty, 238. 
Smugsded Salt, 124. 

Smu^ng, xxxii.-xxxiv., 41, 62, 86, 101, 136, 138, 145,. 
164, 174, 193, 194, 202, 223, 224, 226, 227, 241, 
245, 251, 264. 
Snow-blocks, 14. 176. 
Snow-storms, 13, 139, 217. 
Society of True Highlanders, 88, 89, 96, 107, 110, 123. 

125. 
Speymouth — Girl murdered. 33: murderer sentenced^ 

37 ; hanfB^. 38 ; unsxilful executioner, 41. 
Sport in the Highlands, Twelfth of August reports, 110. 
Sunday Schools, 2, 26. 
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Buppresfiion of Begginjp, 86, 111, 228. 
■Sutherland, Absence oiorime in, 61. 

,, AsBociation and the destruction of vermin, 1^. 
,, Clearances, 168. 

„ Captain John. Bridgend of Donbeath, 60. 
„ — Coins found, at Dalmore^ 84. 
„ Highlanders in Soutli Afnca, 148. 
,, Improvements, 187. 

„ — ^Meeting to consider Distillery Laws, 102. 
., Members of Parliament, 68, 102, 181. 
Stephen, Dr Thomas. Elgin, 92. 
Btaffa and lona, 209. 
Stafford, Marqms of, 74, 120. 
Stake nets, 79. 
Steamboats, xzv., 176, 188, 188, 189, 190, 196, 200, 220, 

224. 
Stewart's Gaelic Grammar presented to Highland 

Schoolmastors, 63. 
Stewart, Captain John, Strathspey, 163. 
„ Mr, of Dunearn, 206, 244. 
„ Mrs,, of Tulloch, near Kair, 212. 
^ Rev. Alex., Cromarty, 246. 
StiU found at Abriachan, 136. 
St Kilda, 233. 

Stornoway, New Brig latmched, 64; Harbour im- 
proved, 92. 
Straith, James, medical practitioner at Forres, died, 83. 
„ John, burgh schoolmaster a<t Nairn, 69, 79, 96, 
105. 
•Strange adventures of a pound note, 268. 
Strontian, Show of bulls, 36. 
St Sebastian, fall of, 68. 

Stuart, Hon. James, Lieut.-GkxvenuMr of Fort-George, 
died, 15. 
„ William, Timdow of Abemethy, fought at 
Fontenoy, 44. 
Strathpeffer, 107, 123, 165. 
Swift sailing, 157. 

Tain — Woman murdered at, 13 ; first carrier from Ding- 
wall, 14 ; John Mac^gor murdered' at, 14 ; Dih- 
gence from Inverness, 24^ Foundation-stone of 
Academy laid, 35; Shooting without a licence, 
94: 100 guineas for poor, 113: Provosts of, 126, 
188; Jail, 169, 247. 

Taylor, William, executioner, Inverness, 41. 

Teaninich Distillery, 237. 

Telford, Mr, and Mr Southey, in Inverness, 171. 
„ Thomas, engineer, at Clachnaharry, 63. 

Telford Street, 4. 

Theatre in Inverness, 3. 

lliomson, George, the friend of Bums, 179, 186. 

Thombtwh Pier built, 98. 

Thurso, Causeway Mire Road, xvi.-xvii. 

Tiger Oat in Invermoriston. 6. 

Tobacco Manufactory established' at Inverness, 106. 
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Tolls, 219, 226, 229, 244. 

Tonrean, Silver chain found at, 9. 

Touristfl in the Highlands, 25^ 43, 244. 

Tour of a Frenchman in Britain, amusing extracts, 107. 

Trades' Corporations, 253. 

Travelling in the Highlands, 23, 184. 

Tttllooh, John, A.M., Invemebs Academy, 42. 

Typhus fever in Forres, 137. 

Uist, North, wherry wrecked, 16. 
XJIlapooL Large vessel burnt, 138. 
United States, Britain at war with, 61, 78. 
ITrquhart, Captain CSiarles, killed at Busaco, 38. 
„ (Ferintosh) Bible Society's ooUection, 40. 



Vaccination^ o. 65. 
Velocipedes in Inverness, 164. 



Violent gales, 135. 

Volunteer Infantry dispensed with, 63. 

Voting by ballot in 1817— election quashed, 115. 



Wade, General, and Highland Roads, xiv. 

Warrand, Lieut., gal'ant action, 58. 

Waterloo, Highland Brigade at, 89. 

Weather— Warm, 150, 209; Unfavourable, 66, 59. 110, 

252. 
Weights and measures, 253. 
Welfington, Dukedom oi*eated, 74. 
Wester Ross Farmers' Club, 54, 68. 
West Coefit distress, 16. 
West Indian Colonies, 240. 
Wheat, high price of. 81. 
Whisky duties, 221, 226, 227. 

,. at a Funeral, 49. 
Wick, 210; Provost of, 187. 
Wills, James, Inverness Royal Academy, 166. 
Wilson, Wm.^ merchant, Inverness, died, 42. 
Wind and rain, flooding, 252. 
Wishart, Dr James, Dingwall, 107. 
Wolfe, General, at Inverness, 49. 
Wood. Rev. Alex., Rosemarkie, 27, 166. 
Woodhouselea, Lord, died, 62. 
Woman flogged through Inverness, 117. 
Wool, 35, 147, 165. 239, 253. 

„ Market at Inverness, 122, 147, 183, 197, 209, 
225, 242. 

Young, Bailie Thomas, 3. 

„ Ebenezer. Inverness Academy, died, 16. 

„ John, publisher of "Inverness Journal," 1, 4. 

„ Muiao, of the "London Sun." 
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